Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  prcscrvod  for  gcncrations  on  library  shclvcs  bcforc  it  was  carcfully  scannod  by  Google  as  pari  of  a  projcct 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverablc  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  Copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  Copyright  or  whose  legal  Copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  cultuie  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  flle  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journcy  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  Steps  to 
prcvcnt  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  lechnical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  ofthefiles  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  System:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machinc 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  laige  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encouragc  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  flle  is essential  for  informingpcoplcabout  this  projcct  and  hclping  them  lind 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  lesponsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  Copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can'l  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  speciflc  use  of 
any  speciflc  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  mcans  it  can  bc  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

Äbout  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organizc  the  world's  Information  and  to  make  it  univcrsally  accessible  and  uscful.   Google  Book  Search  hclps  rcadcrs 
discover  the  world's  books  while  hclping  authors  and  publishers  rcach  ncw  audicnccs.  You  can  search  through  the  füll  icxi  of  ihis  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books.  google  .com/l 


Google 


IJber  dieses  Buch 

Dies  ist  ein  digitales  Exemplar  eines  Buches,  das  seit  Generationen  in  den  Realen  der  Bibliotheken  aufbewahrt  wurde,  bevor  es  von  Google  im 
Rahmen  eines  Projekts,  mit  dem  die  Bücher  dieser  Welt  online  verfugbar  gemacht  werden  sollen,  sorgfältig  gescannt  wurde. 
Das  Buch  hat  das  Uiheberrecht  überdauert  und  kann  nun  öffentlich  zugänglich  gemacht  werden.  Ein  öffentlich  zugängliches  Buch  ist  ein  Buch, 
das  niemals  Urheberrechten  unterlag  oder  bei  dem  die  Schutzfrist  des  Urheberrechts  abgelaufen  ist.  Ob  ein  Buch  öffentlich  zugänglich  ist,  kann 
von  Land  zu  Land  unterschiedlich  sein.  Öffentlich  zugängliche  Bücher  sind  unser  Tor  zur  Vergangenheit  und  stellen  ein  geschichtliches,  kulturelles 
und  wissenschaftliches  Vermögen  dar,  das  häufig  nur  schwierig  zu  entdecken  ist. 

Gebrauchsspuren,  Anmerkungen  und  andere  Randbemerkungen,  die  im  Originalband  enthalten  sind,  finden  sich  auch  in  dieser  Datei  -  eine  Erin- 
nerung an  die  lange  Reise,  die  das  Buch  vom  Verleger  zu  einer  Bibliothek  und  weiter  zu  Ihnen  hinter  sich  gebracht  hat. 

Nu  tzungsrichtlinien 

Google  ist  stolz,  mit  Bibliotheken  in  Partnerschaft  lieber  Zusammenarbeit  öffentlich  zugängliches  Material  zu  digitalisieren  und  einer  breiten  Masse 
zugänglich  zu  machen.     Öffentlich  zugängliche  Bücher  gehören  der  Öffentlichkeit,  und  wir  sind  nur  ihre  Hüter.     Nie htsdesto trotz  ist  diese 
Arbeit  kostspielig.  Um  diese  Ressource  weiterhin  zur  Verfügung  stellen  zu  können,  haben  wir  Schritte  unternommen,  um  den  Missbrauch  durch 
kommerzielle  Parteien  zu  veihindem.  Dazu  gehören  technische  Einschränkungen  für  automatisierte  Abfragen. 
Wir  bitten  Sie  um  Einhaltung  folgender  Richtlinien: 

+  Nutzung  der  Dateien  zu  nichtkommerziellen  Zwecken  Wir  haben  Google  Buchsuche  Tür  Endanwender  konzipiert  und  möchten,  dass  Sie  diese 
Dateien  nur  für  persönliche,  nichtkommerzielle  Zwecke  verwenden. 

+  Keine  automatisierten  Abfragen  Senden  Sie  keine  automatisierten  Abfragen  irgendwelcher  Art  an  das  Google-System.  Wenn  Sie  Recherchen 
über  maschinelle  Übersetzung,  optische  Zeichenerkennung  oder  andere  Bereiche  durchführen,  in  denen  der  Zugang  zu  Text  in  großen  Mengen 
nützlich  ist,  wenden  Sie  sich  bitte  an  uns.  Wir  fördern  die  Nutzung  des  öffentlich  zugänglichen  Materials  fürdieseZwecke  und  können  Ihnen 
unter  Umständen  helfen. 

+  Beibehaltung  von  Google-MarkenelementenDas  "Wasserzeichen"  von  Google,  das  Sie  in  jeder  Datei  finden,  ist  wichtig  zur  Information  über 
dieses  Projekt  und  hilft  den  Anwendern  weiteres  Material  über  Google  Buchsuche  zu  finden.  Bitte  entfernen  Sie  das  Wasserzeichen  nicht. 

+  Bewegen  Sie  sich  innerhalb  der  Legalität  Unabhängig  von  Ihrem  Verwendungszweck  müssen  Sie  sich  Ihrer  Verantwortung  bewusst  sein, 
sicherzustellen,  dass  Ihre  Nutzung  legal  ist.  Gehen  Sie  nicht  davon  aus,  dass  ein  Buch,  das  nach  unserem  Dafürhalten  für  Nutzer  in  den  USA 
öffentlich  zugänglich  ist,  auch  für  Nutzer  in  anderen  Ländern  öffentlich  zugänglich  ist.  Ob  ein  Buch  noch  dem  Urheberrecht  unterliegt,  ist 
von  Land  zu  Land  verschieden.  Wir  können  keine  Beratung  leisten,  ob  eine  bestimmte  Nutzung  eines  bestimmten  Buches  gesetzlich  zulässig 
ist.  Gehen  Sie  nicht  davon  aus,  dass  das  Erscheinen  eines  Buchs  in  Google  Buchsuche  bedeutet,  dass  es  in  jeder  Form  und  überall  auf  der 
Welt  verwendet  werden  kann.  Eine  Urheberrechtsverletzung  kann  schwerwiegende  Folgen  haben. 

Über  Google  Buchsuche 

Das  Ziel  von  Google  besteht  darin,  die  weltweiten  Informationen  zu  organisieren  und  allgemein  nutzbar  und  zugänglich  zu  machen.  Google 
Buchsuche  hilft  Lesern  dabei,  die  Bücher  dieser  Welt  zu  entdecken,  und  unterstützt  Autoren  und  Verleger  dabei,  neue  Zielgruppcn  zu  erreichen. 
Den  gesamten  Buchtext  können  Sie  im  Internet  unter|http:  //books  .  google  .coiril  durchsuchen. 


</i^ä^tuJ  ^Qjty.-^<'^<n^  "  /  ^ J"^ 


<1- 


# 


Ti; 


OR, 

ENTERTAINING 

MORAL  STORIES; 

nnrKNTKD  bt  thx  monxs  am  ▲  Fimm^iPi  mckiatiok  >  avd 

COMMOKLT  AFPLDED  IN  THXSA  DlSCOUlSn  FKOM  THE 

PULPIT:  WHXNCE  THX  MOST  CKLSBBATKD  OF 

OUB,  OWN  POnS  AMD  OTHKBS,  FKOM 

THX  lAxumn  Tnaa,  havx 

XXTBACTCD  THXDt 
PLOTS. 

TRANSLATED^FROM  THE  LATIN. 

"WITH 

PRELiMINART  OBSERVATIONS  AND  COPIOU8  NOTES» 

BY  THE  REV.  CHARLES  SWAN, 

LATB  OF  CATBÄMnat  HALL,  CAMBMIDOB. 


**  They  **  [the  Monla]  '*  mjgfat  be  dupoied  occadonally  to  recarcite  th€ir 
minds  with  sut^ects  of  a  light  and  amusiBg  nsture ;  and  what  coold  be 
more  innocent  or  deUgbtAil  than  tbe  ttories  ot  the  Owmtk  Romamokm  ?** 

Doucs't  UhuiratioHs  nf  Skßk$pmre. 


IN  TWO  VOLUMES. 
VOL.  I. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  C.  AND  J.  RIVIN6T0N, 

ST.  PAUL'S  CHURCd-YARD,  AMD  WATERLOO-PLACE,  PALL-MALL 

M.DCCC.XXiy. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED    BY    R.    GILBERT, 
ST.  JOHN 's  SQUARE. 


/'iv-'  PA 

93?  3 


TO  THE  RI6HT  HONORABLE  s^f^  / 

LORD  VISCOUNT  PALMERSTON, 

SECRETARY  AT   WAR, 

AND 
MEHBBR  %t  PARLIAMEMT 
FOR  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE, 

4*C*   CfC'   tfC» 


MY  LORD, 

When  the  high  and  the  honored 
— ^the  gifted  in  mind,  not  less  than  ex- 
alted  in  Station,  derive  pleasure  from 
protecting  the  interests  of  Literaturen 
well  may  she  be  proud  of  the  support. 


V- 


IV  DEDICATION. 

Such  patronage  is  most  valuable :  like 
Mercy, 

"  it  is  twice  blessed ; 
It  blesseth  him  that  gives^  and  bim  that  takes :" 

and  powerfiilly  elicits  the  feeling  of  un- 
qualified  respect,  with  which,  in  pre- 
senting  these  Volumes,  I  have  the  honor 
to  subscribe  myself, 

Your  Lordship's  most  obedient, 
humble  servant. 


CHARLES  SWAN. 


London,  June  9,  1824u 


CONTENTS 


TO 

VOL.  I. 


TALE  PAGE 

Iiitrodaotion    ^ y 

I.  Of  Love f 1 

II.  OfMercy 9 

III.  Of  JuBt  Juds^ent 12 

IV.  Of losÜce ^^..^  14 

V.  OfFidelity ^^^....  16 

VI.  Of  foUowing  Reason 21 

VII.  Of  the  Envy  of  bad  Men  towards 

the  good 25 

VIII.  Of  faUe  AUegatioDs 28 

IX.  Of  Depravity  conqnered  by  Mildne^s  34 

X.  Of  tbe  manaj^ement  of  the  SoqI  •  • . .  41 

XI.  Of  tiie  poison  of  Sin 44 

XII.  Of  bad  Example   *  46 

XIII.  Of  ioordinate  Love    •......•.•..•.  54 

XIV.  Of  honoaring  Parents  60 

XV.  Of  the  Life  of  Alexins,  son  of  the 

Senator  Enfemian 66 

XVI.  Of  an  exemplary  Life «.••••  80 

XVII.  Ofaperfect Life   ^...  83 


CONTENTS. 

TALE  PAGE 

XVIII.  OfvenialSin • 92 

XIX.  Ofthe  Sin  of  Pride 97 

XX.  OfTribolationandAngiiish 100 

XXI.  Of  Over-reaching  and  Conspiracy» 

and  of  Caation  opposed  to  them  • .  105 

XXU.  OfworidlyFear 108 

XXIII.  Of  spiritnal  Mfidkane  • .  .^ 109 

XXIV .  Of  tbe  Saggestions  of  the  DctU  ....  1 U 
XXV.  Of  Ingratitude .-.*► 113 

XXVI.  OfHumility 116 

XXVII.  Of  just  Recompence  ......•.•••••  117 

XXVIIL  Of  the  execrablo  Devices   of  old 

Women 120 

.     XXIX.  Of  conmpt  Judgment    .  • 126 

XXX.  Of  Offenceand  Jadgment    127 

XXXL  Of  tbe  Rigor  ofDeatb 129 

XXXII.  Of  good  Inspiration 131 

XXXin.  OfHanging 132 

XXXIV.  Of  Consideraüon  of  Life 133 

XXXV.  Of  Peace,  Reformation,  &c. 136 

XXXVI.  Of  tbe  CoarseofHomaA  Life 137 

XXXVU.  Of  Ufting  up  the  Mind  to  HeaTen  . .  143 
XXXVIII.  Of  the  Precaation  necessary  to  pre- 

vent  Error 146 

XXXIX.  Of  Reconciliation  between  God  and 

Man 146 

XL.  Of  the  Measare  of  Temptation»  and 

ofSkiü ..••.  148 


C0KTSKT8. 

TALE  PAGB 

XLL  Of  tbe  Conqnests  and  Cluuity  of  onr 

Lord....  150 

XLIL  OfwMitofClunit)r    152 

XIJU.  Of  Chmt,  who,  hj  Bis  VtLt^u,  deli- 

Tered  HS  from  HcU  154 

XlilV.  OfBnvy 155 

XLV.  Of  Uie  Good»  who  akme  will  enter 

tiie  Kingdom  of  Hessen 157 

XLVI.  OfmortalSins 161 

XLVU.  OfThreeKings 162 

XLVIIL  Oftheendof  SiDnem 165 

XLIX.  OftbelUosionsoftlieDtevil 167 

L.  Of  Praise  doe  to  a  Just  Jadge    ....  160 

LI.  OfExtorüon 171 

LH.  OfFidetity 173 

LIII.  Of  good  Rntersy  wlio  are  not  to  be 

cbanged ^ 174 

LIV.  OfaCelestialKkigdoni 175 

LY.  Of  tbe  Revocation  of  a  banished 

Sinner ...«^«•^. 177 

LYL  OfremembMiBgDeaUl 183 

LYIL  Of  perfect  Life : 180 

LVUL  OfConfession 104 

LIX.  Of  too  mucb  Pride ;  and  bow  tbe 
Prood  are  freqnentlj  eompelled  to 
endare  some  notable  Humiliation  106 

LX.  OfAyariceanditsSabtlety 2U0 

LXL  Of  Reflection...« 213 


CONTENTS. 

TALE  PAGE 

LXII.  Or the  beauty  of  a  faithfol  Mind ....  217 

LXIII.  Of  the  pleasures  of  this  World 220 

LXIV.  Of  the  Incarnationofoar  Lord  ....  225 

LXV.  Of  the  eure  of  the  Soal 227 

LXVI.  Of  Constancy 229 

LXVII.  Ofexcu9es.wbich.are  not  to  be  ad- 

mitted  in  extreme  cases 232 

LXVIII.  Of  roaintaining  Tmth  to  the  last. ...  238 

LXIX.  OfChastity 240 

LXX.  Of  tlie  Compnnctions  of  a  faithfal 

Mind    '. 244 

LXXI.  Of  an  eternal  Recompence 248 

LXXII.  Ofthe  destruction  of  «ng^atefal  Men  251 
LXXIII.  Of  AYarice,whiohmakes  many  blind  254 

LXXiy.  Of  Foresight  and  Gare 257 

LXXV.  Of  Worldly  Anxiety 261 

LXXVI.  Of  Concord 264 

LXXVII.  Of  Richcs,  which  are  not  to  be  co- 

veted  268 

LXXVm.  Of  the  constancy  of  IjOyc  ••- 271 

LXXIX.  OfPresumption 272 

LXXX.  Öf  the  Cnnning  of  the  Devil,  and  of 

the  secret  Judgnients  of  God     . . .  274 
Notes 281 


C0NTBNT8. 

TALE  PA6B 

XXYI.  OftheDeeeltaoftheDeTÜ 83 

XXVII.  Of  remembering  Death»  and  fturget- 

tingThiBi;!  temporal, 87 

XXYUI.  Of  Cottstanej  in  adlMring  to  Pro- 

miMs,,*« 90 

XXIX.  Of  the  avarioioas  Ponnit  of  Rickes, 

whidi  loada  to  Hell ^ 95 

XXX.  Of  the  miracnloas  Reeall  of  Sinnen, 
and  of  the  Conaolationi  wliich  Piety 

offen  to  the  distrefted 99 

XXXI.  Of  VigUanee  in  onr  CalHng 117 

XXXIL  OftheCareoftheSonl 120 

XXXUI.  Of  Spiritnal  Conteate 123 

XXXIV.  OfdeUTeraneefivinHell    ...^^«..  126 
XXXV.  OfReconcUiationtbronghCkriit   ..  128 

XXXYI.  OftheLoveofGod 130 

XXXYU.  Of  Uneonvenion   133 

XXXVIII.  OfDeoeit    137 

XXXIX.  Oflngratitode ; 141 

XL.  Of  feminine  Sabtletjp 148 

XLL  Of  worldlj  Qlny  and  Loxory    ....  166 

XLU.  Of  eeekiiattical  Blindnesf 160 

XLin.  Of  Absenee  of  pavental  Rettiaint . .  162 

XLIV.  Of  Confidence  in  Wonen 164 

XLV.  Of  Women,  who  not  only  betray  8e- 

erets^bntliefearfoUy 168 

XLVL  OfWomenwhoaronottobetrasted  171 

voL«  u.  a 


CONTENTS. 

TALE  PAGE 

XLVII.  Of  Justice  and  Equity 173 

XLVin.  Oflnjaslice..... 176 

XUX.  OfrealFriendship 181 

.  L.  Of  Wisdom,  which  excels  Strengtii. .   184 

LL  OfRiches  .^^ 187 

LII.  Of  Envy  toward  the  Good 189 

Uil.  Of  spiritaal Fnendsliip ^ « •• . .   190 

LIV.  Of  Christ,  who  died  ioDocent 192 

liV.  OfConscience   ^••«  196 

LYI.  Of  Vigilance  in  oar  Galling 198 

LVII.  Of  Christas  Clemency 201 

LiVlU.  OfSeveiity^  wldeh  avails  less  thaa 

Kindness ...^ 203 

LIX.  Of  the  Soid's  wounds 206 

IiX.  Of  Equity 206 

LXI.Of  good  Advice *.  2Ö8 

LXII.  Of  the  Snares  of  the  Devil 211 

LXIII.  OfTewor.^..,.^^,^ 213 

LXIV.  Of  the  actual  state  of  the  World 217 

LXV.  Of  Salvatlon 219 

LXYI.  Of  Rebolces  to  Biiiices 221 

LXVII.  Of  the  poisonous  natare  of  Sin 222 

LXYUL  Of  the  pimishment  of  Sin 223 

LXIX.  Of  vain  Giory. ..^. .  224 

LXX.  Of celestial Dew.^ •  •■ ^^ ...  226 

LXXI.  Of  a  Sinfal  and  Leproas  Sool 226 

LXXIL  Of eteroalDeitraoüon 231 


CONTENTS. 

TALE  PAGE 

LXXIIL  Of  temporal  Tribalation  . . ; 232 

LXXIV.  Of  a  celeatial  Covntry 303 

LXXY .  Of  tbe  disoomitore  of  tbe  Devil. .  304 

LXXY I.  Of  Üke  sobyersion  of Troy    308 

LXXVII.  OfthepanuhmentofOffenders..  310 

LXXYIU.  Of  tbe  Soal' s  Immortality   313 

LXXIX.  Of  tbe  Invention  of  Tineyards. ...  314 
LXXX.  Of  tbe  Sedoctions  of  tbe  Devil .  • .  •  316 

LXXXI.  Of  Oratitade  to  God 317 

LXXXII.  Of  avoiding  Imprecatioiis 320 

LXXXIII.  Of  extreme  Fear  .^«.^ 326 

LXXXI  V.  Of  tbe  Penrenity  of  tbe  World  ...  331 

LXXXV.  OftbefameSobject 332 

LXXXTI.  Of  tbe  Game  of  Scbaci 334 

LXXXVII.  Of  bearing  good  Connsel • .  339 

LXXXYIII.  Of  etemal  CoDdemnation    «.«•••  341 

LXXXIX.  Of  manner  of  Life 343 

LXXXIX.  OfRepentance  .•..•^.•••.••••••.  346 

XC.  Of  too  mncb  lo?e  of  tbe  foree  of 

Tnitb  347 

XCL  Of  mental  Constancy  364 

XCII.  Of  tbe  Bardens  of  this  Life 371 

XCIil.  Of  Natore  and  tbe  Retorns  of  In- 

gratitode ^^^^ 376 

XCIV.  Of  tbe  World'«  Wondera 379 

XCY.  OftpiritoalMedieine 382 

XCYL  OfPerfecation 384 


CONTENTS. 

TALE  PAGE 

XCVII.  OfForcthooght 386 

XCV IIL  Of  Glattony  luid  Dmnkeiiness    .  •  390 

XCIX.  OfFidelity 394 

€.  Of  Adultery  .397 

colophon 399 

Notes 401 

Appendix « 541 


/ 


•  i    .  „ 


INTRODUCTION. 


T       ' 


SECTION  I. 


The  Histojry.of  Romantic  Fabling  is  eare- 
loped  .in  much  perj^exity ;  nor  ia  it  diaor 
nished  by  the  various  pOD|ectureB  which  haye 
been  stiurted.  and  upheld.-  The  labours  of  in- 
genuity  arie  not  always  conyincisg ;  and  per- 
bapg  the  vjery  fietct  of  jth^r.  plausibility  ieads 
US  to  mistrust.  Btscussion  upon  rjemote  faii^ 
tory  is  eyer  atten^edwUhdifficulty,;  afid  ar- 
goments  that  rest  upon  the  basis  of  refined 
dtduction— that  are  jartfiiUy  desigv^ed  to  puH 
down  one  System  wbile^tbey  support  anothc^ 
«qvaUy  imaginatiTe«  mayJiaTeawsell-laanded 
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VI  IKTRODVCTIOK. 

Claim  to  admiration,  but  not  upon  the  score 
of  truth.  It  is  Singular  how  the  mind  loves 
to  grasp  al  xxtyBteryi  msd  io  dii^<^  itself  in 
the  chaos  of  departed  time.  It  Springs  un- 
dauntedly  forward«  unappalled  by  the  num« 
berless  shadows  which  flit  in  ^^^dim  perspec- 
tive" before  it^-  aad  imdetarred  by  the  intri- 
cacies  of  the  way.  It  would  seem  like  a  cap« 
tire^iMajßed  from  cdt^neäieht/iviMinii^  in 
Hbe  ^ilte^^  ^  ttöüe^tugtoiqed  4iberty.  ^  ;^d 
"the  inbi^  bo^lMdl^is  lli^  subjeet,  ^düe  i^sH  üoiid 
-i^b  find  €be^  adv^nturer ;  tte  isunef^'tiimm  ^e 
jmtm^,  'thd  fefö  wary  ia:e  his  mov^lstefits. 
Böl^iieäa  ^peafs  to  coiislttute  ftiie<{iwt{  ms 
if^  h^^rn^  Ae  fadnt  hestf t  lieY^r«tl«iiied  Ae 
-fttir^i^y/täbdiEist  pmtefirixms^^id  ^niassiimi&g 
%ierit,  nev^  i^^üt^d  th^  iQj&fnm^vtn.  iit^isa 
iibel  iipoli  ^  hej9Ld  mA  d^  hiMfcfii  »M  imn- 
^otl^  töo  6t>«i$dtlyaband0ded. 
-  ^f  ^  äie«[tes  kVt%9Af^winm^  none«  H 
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-y ,  ♦  .• . 


vu 


■teias iD mt«  m  pecfeeti  tnd  BOae, ;ii|ithoiit 
«MAftf^NetiDiiofMCiwraey^  Tlity<eacli^p«rt 
of  ilie  ifmy,  but.^top  bcA)»rev<li6y  toucbthe 
Bktdc.  MAsop  'Percy»  after  MaBet«  attributet 
tiieiarontiongf  ronumce^o  Ae  anoieatSctUi 
flr;BaDte  of  tbe  Ifortb.  ''  Thejr  Mi«v«4  tlit 
«aBttteaoe  of  ^iaiitt  :«id  dmurfr ;  tliey  eiMttrr 
takndtqfyinons  net  unlike  tiie  moi«  «iM^dem 
Boti^  flf  :fiiifiMi9  üiey  wem  »Ivoi^y  pos- 
MMsad:  nilk  Üie  iieHif  jof  spdfo  isuid  ettdutnt- 
meBts^-aiidireie  fond  of  infonti^g  combati 
wdt  dis^ons  and  jaomateüB  \"  Ifow  4bU  i« 
•««ijmooBlly  noäiisg  leM  Uha  tlie  eotiif 
oadmeiy  jemploytd  in  all  tlieArabian  Talmi, 
ead.io^  mrerj  oAer  oHie&tal  fiction.  ^Hch  a 
Qgjacidgpce  .no  aüe  niall  ijiif4)Me  iht  lesult  of 
«ocitent;  ma  canit  fcrajBimBg«iitl>e  beüwed, 
Ümt^e  waminttgintttioiis  of  äwSasti-^iAar^ 

1  Rdi^aef  of  AacliDt  Bog.  Po«li7,  ToL  $•  p»  züt« 
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Nature'brightens  the  fancx  equally  with  the 
flöwers^borrowed  k  from  the^  coldbr  concep* 
tiöns  bf  the  Northern'  bards. '   Many  parts  of 
the  Öld  Testament,  demonstiate  familiarity 
with  spelb ;  and  Solomon  (which  proves  a 
tradkional  intercourse,  at  least,  between  the 
Jews  and  other  people  of  theEast)  by  univer- 
sal cota^istet,  has  been  enthroned  soTereign  of 
the  .Genii,  and  lord  of  the  powaffürTalisman. 
In  David  and  Göliah,  we  trabe  the  ccmteats  of 
knlghts-  with  giants :  in  the  adventures  of 
Sainpson^  perhaps^  fhe  miraculous  feais  attri- 
buted  to  the  heroes  bf  x^hivälry.      In  the  apo- 
cryphäl  boök  of  Tobit,  we  have  aii  ai^el  in 
the'  robm  of  a  Saint  ;  enchantments,  anti« 
doteis/  distresised  .damsels,  demons,  and  most 
of  tbe  othier  mächinteiry  of  the  occid^ntal  ro- 
man6e  '• '  Parts  of  tbe  Pentateuefa ;  of  Kings, 


1  In  tlie  i^ppHeaium  of  the  lOth  Tale^VoL  1,  the  book  of  Tobit,  i« 
re&rred  to. 


IX. 

&c.  &c.  appear  to  haye  been  amfilifiedv  and 

readered  ynlJL  and  fabulous ;.  änd  were  the 

oomparison  carried,  minutely:  forwaid>  I  aon 

persuaded  that  the  änalogy  would  be  found 

as  striking  as  distinct.    I  mean  not  that  tfaia 

has.always  been  the  immediate  source/.  I  am 

ntther  inclined  to  suppose»  that  certain  rami* 

fications^  direct  from  the  East,  already.dilated 

and  improved,  were  mor«  generally  the  (mgin. . 

But^cripture,  in  many  caaes,  fumished  ä  sün 

pernatnral  agency  without  pursuing  Uns  ciiv 

cuitous  route ;  as  well  asheroes  widi  all  the 

attributes  of  ancient  romance.     In  the  old 

French  prose  of  Sir  Otuel,  Chap.  XXIV.  we[ 

have  the  fpUowing  exclamations  on  the  death 

of  the  knight  Roland,  which .  partly^  conflnn 

my  obaeryätion.    **  Compar6  ä  Judas.  Macha^: 

beus  par  ta  valeur  et  pröuesse ; .  ressemblant 

ä  Sanson,  et  pareil  ä  Jonatasßh  de  Saul  par  la 

fortune  de  sa  triste  morte !"    The  Jewish  Tal- 
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mai^  äad  eep^cnlQj  the  commttttSMnf  ^[>on  it^ 
aboiOKi  whb  faHts^  comp^Bed  itt  so«ie  re^ 
spects.of  the  materials  woifced  up  by  tiie 
Scalds^  bat  long  anterior  in  dateto  ^Mt  eom^ 
poftitiont^  so^  &r  aa  they  are  kncwü. 

Dr.  Percyxontends,  that  **  old  writere  of 
ehivalry  appeaf  utterly  unacquaioted  wUli 
wfaatei^er  relates  ta  the  Mahometan  national 
uxLdT^enent  them  a»  wori^ppmg  idob,  or 
adoring  agidden  Image  ofJMAhometV'  This» 
Z  should  coneehie^  woidd  nataially  be  the 
case«  It  was  Ifae  aiai  of  Clmstiaa  i^rtiera  to 
represent  äie  inftdals  in  the  worst  light  po«H 
tible.  Iliey  tbonght  diem  the  nxost  wretched 
beings  in  crealion ;  and  they  might,  thevefovei 
artfttUy  pervett  äieir  creed,  and.#Kaggerat# 
their  ▼icea.  Most  frequently,  «udi  trould  ba 
the  genimie  retuH  oi  their  abhonrence^-rj1lst 


deously  distorted  countenance — not  becausc; 

^iight  top  Tile  pr  too  feaifol  for  ^  Evil 
Q^jKfp    Tl^e  hoat^ilg^  which  the  oni«adea  n^, 

of  r^^HSi'^^  ^lÜAK'  W^^  itep^«i|ig%  cfdl  out 
^i!^A«l«  yi^OjC^iici? <^m^m^  not i^^^naslf^le 
f^  i(9  iG;>ir^e9n99l?  >  ^n4it  i«  al)»ur4  40  sup- 

b^ffl^en  ^ß  twp  coiitittienfti  (both  pire^iciiit  tq 
tbfu^  ^i^4)ti(?v»  f^^4  8f b^equ^pt),  fihould 
no^  l^y%  giv^n  thpa  a  sufficiei^t  a^^iwot- 
^fipa  witl^  d^e  S^rs)«^  b^lief«  and  n^ode  of 
wor^V£^  If  1j^  great  Sakdin  re^wred  an4 
v80f;iTed  knigif-hood  ffoxn  tbe  ha^9  P^  tb^ 
(%ipii4nf^  \  il  «ffSH^d  ^  d^pe  of  int^maGy 

1  See  **  Getto  Dei  per  Fnaooe/'  p^e  1158..    JoiBTiUt.(p.  42) 
ifcHed1ij«ibbtBfwm^Mtei 

a4 


?dT  i»^ 


ii'ir*-W.  O 


nenl  ft«tat0t.lIiAt  were  prowntod  to  tbeao^ 
npm,  whichio  ei^nyBtthetr.own  wild  «nd  te»- 
^ble  stofies« 

Wartoii  has  written  a  long  dintartatiaQ  to 
paroTe  ihat  the  Aiabians^  who  had  iieeii  ibr 
some  time  BealmL  on  the  nordiern  4toa6t9  of 
Aftioa^  and  who  «ntered  Spata  alyont  the  be- 
^iiming.  odij^B  eighth  «etttuvy,  ^'  disseipinate^l 
thoee  extravagant  iBventkma  whkdi  werd  so 
|ie(»iliac  io  their  ravMtntio  and  creative  g^ 
nitts  ^"  ThU  hypothesis  Bishop^  Perey  beul 
endeavottred  to  refiite  y  aad^  aecording  to  Mr. 
EUtfi  %  be  has  entirdy  sncceeded.  The  argu- 
ment  aifarsMced'On  thk  oeoasion  ib,  that  were 
it  tnie^  ^'  Ae  firot  FrenA}!  romances  of  chi* 
Tally  would  hare  beea  on  Moori«fa;  or  at 
leaat  Spaniah  suljeets»  whereas  the  most 
andient  stioriea  of  th»  kind,  whether  in 
proae  or  vörse»  whether  in  ItaKan^  Frencb; 

1  Hb|.  «f  Bug.  IPeeCr^  0ift.  1. 

2  Speoimei»  of  Anc.  Met  Bomtncet,  Vol.  L  p.  Sl« 


CSiaftemagne  ftndUie  Patedifü,  ot  of  our  Bri» 
tidi  Arthur^  and  hi»  Kmght»  of  tbe  Round 
Ttble^  fte«  betng  eridea^  borröwed  ftom  th# 
fid>alofiB  ohromeles  of  the  »opposed  Anb* 
biahc^  Turpiii,  and  of  Jeffery  of  Monnontb  '•'* 
S^nedimg  in  tlMs  theie  may  be ;  bat  it  it 
still  ckar,  diat  intereourte^  of  whatertr  kind» 
eristing  belwe«n  two  natiims^  nintt,  to  a  cer*> 
tftin  degra«,  supply  infohnati<Mi  rtktire  to 
^ir  peonliar  habits  and  belief.  That  eacll 
nde  would  hold  oommnnioation  with  their 
oiqittTes,  ettb«r  £rom  potitieal  motite»»  or 
otherwise^  k  conmtent  widi  dra  expmenoe  of 
all  agee ;  and»  ßordy»  not  erery  indhridual 
Woidd  be  so  fttstidious  as  to  repel  a  olose?  in- 
tinacy.  Coortesy»  humanity,  iatrigue>  ftc« 
wouldyin  some&w  atleaat,  open  a  door  to  an 
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unfettered  interchiainge  ■£  thoogliif  white  gra- 
titude  for  certatn  benefits  mi^it.  openybe  om 
others.  In  the  coHFse  afa  irndtiftadous  wa^- 
fare>  such  things  97m<^occtir;  ihe.yiie  äf  86^ 
paration^9nti^;occa»ioimlly  be  reüKMred;  sOld 
yoüthful  heärts  and  minds;'  mu$ti  now  and 
then,  howeyer  sundered  by  rhuman  pr^jüdiee», 
break  down  the  strongest  barrier.thf^t  iiltePr 
poses  betweenrtlsem.:  If  this  be  gtaated,  when 
the  bistory  of.such  times  and  such  ciroum.- 
fitances  .  was  forgbtten^  .the  literäture  which 
they  bad  helped  to  disseminate^  woiidd  ;re- 
main.  The  legendary  tale  of  tfae  sire  desci^ads 
unmutilo/ted  to  the  soh ;  and  the  fact  i&  on  re- 
cord^  though'the  ocoasion  be  obUterated.  The 
febulous  chronicle  ofTurpin  might  tik/»  be 
drawn  np;  bayrngits^uperstructure  onFreach 
mannere,  but  its  basis  on  orieatal  leaming. 
Much  time  mnst  ineyitably  elapse  before  new 
Systems  can  take  root ;  and  when  they  do^  it 


is  impercef^ibly  an«  silentlyV  Bence^  Hurf 
Uie  faottUe  immiBioiiB  of  the  Saimecns  Inivt 
kitrodiiGed  some  portio»  of  East^m  Qetioii'': 
but  not  all ;  foo^it  is  Ühß  common  tendcnoy  of 
a  conquertd  country  to  engiaft  ita  otm  ctu^ 
racter  and  cnsUHns  upon  thoae  of  the  airoager 
power. 

It  haa  been  dbaerved  by  Eitaon  (wlnae  vin^ 
lent  and  nngantlemanly  abäse  of  fak  Qppo*> 
nentb  is  diagustmg  in  the  extreose  !).that  nai* 
ther  the  Spamarda,  nör  any  other  natkma'  of 
Earope^  had  an  opportnnity  of  adopting  Hte^ 
rary  Information  **  from  a  people  wtth  «hom 
th^  had  no  connection,  bnt  aa  encaiiaa, 
whose  language  they  net>er  undentoodt  amd  vAou 
mannen  they  deteüed;  nor  would  eren  bare 
condesoeiiided  or  penmtted  themsehrea,  ^  to 
Biake  such  an  adoption  from  a  adt  of  infidal 
barbarians  who  had  invaded,  rayaged,  and 
possessed  themselves  of  some  of  the  best  and 
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iQritihitMfiejwhttha^beea  contendfid  mgdismt 
aboM ;.  ftnd  tiial;  a  v<«y  sliort  period  of  Mrvif 
tadeMriU  not  0|pm  the  sowoea  of  a  more 
frieaidäir  «wniianicjition^-^ia  appetrance  at 
leatt'MJbetireen  luutaoiia  under  sudi  ctrcüMUH 
stances,  is  contrary  to  historical  fact,  and  to 
Jmmaai  natare.  Hie  enslared  mnrt  loök  up 
ta  tbe  cnslarer  fer  protection — for  support ; 
-and  iha  latter  in  retum  woald  enforce,  mtder 
the  peaalty  of  extermination,  the  aid  wfaioh 
«aa  oonaidered  reqninte«  Thns,  howerer  iä- 
voUutary  and  hatefnl»  intercoarae  nmst  be 
awier  all  aituationcu  Bttt  here,  the  fact  is,  aa 
Mr.  Waitön  remaika,  (thongh  Ritaon  pleaaes 
to  mrerlook  it)  diat  af ter  the  irruption  of  the 
flaracena»  the  Spaniarda  neglected  even  the 
atudy  of  ibt  Sacred  Writinga,  finr  die  expreas 


1  Itoat.  m  Bwiipqt,^  Mwtwbyy  Vol  L  p.  xx> 


pnrpoee^f  «cqumttg  tke  Atabie..  Thu  crnnwam 
^aasage  is  cited  t>y  Du  Caage»  wIkm  jvoadi 
I  sfaall  quote  at  leagtk. 

''  Qa5d  Tero  mxpwk  kfdatgg  Scsq^totano» 
nymos  de  OallicB  noatro  in  Z4iig«irLattna.baK^ 
barie  ante  Caroli  M*  temponi^  Haa  de  Hia»* 
pania  post  Saracenorpin  irrupüoiiMi  iealatar 
Ahrarus:  nhi  negfectis  et  poatfiihi^a  Scap^ 
tttria  Sancti»,  eanuoiqvie  aocm  uitsrpsetilnM^ 
qootquot  supererMit  Christiaiii»  ArabMaChab 
dttönmiqtte  ttbris  evol¥eMi48  -  inoambebMii^ 
gentilUia  eruäüicne  praelafi,  Armiuo  ebfm$ 
wblimati,  Eederirngticam  pukhriituümm.igßfCh 
rankSi  et  Bödmen  flumina  de  PamJk^ 
tia,  quasi  t»ln$im#  eontemmaiOr  i^pcm 
fiesdelMmt,  et  lmgyamproprimn<9mM 
Latiu,  ka  ut  ex  wmd  CknsU  Cottegio  m»  iikr 
veniretur  umis  m  millim  h^mkmm  gmefe,  jpd 
sahitatmas  fratri  posset  rationaiiter  dirigert 
Uteras,  cum  bepbbibentüb  ABsgtJs  Nv* 
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MERO  MULTIPLICE^   TVRBJE^  QUI    ERUDITB 
ChJLLBAICAS/^    y£RB06UM  '    BXPIf'lGARRNT 

POMPAs.    Qiiod  quidei^  abüDcle  firmat ;  quee 
de  Etepaato  Tdetano  suprcL  diximus.      Sed 
et  lüde:  satis  arguimuß  unde  tot  voces  Ära- 
bieaedn  HiBpapam,  subinde  ^ese  intulerunt  ^" 
We^have.  then  a  comp^ete  refutation  of  Rit- 
flon's  slircogest  ohj^ction;  and  perhaps  had 
not  ihe^spleehöfthe  writer  been  more  power- 
fiil  tbaii.tiief^good  801196  and  feeling  of  the 
man»  he  nerier^^woiild  have  hazarded  the  re- 
mark.    And  af  judioial  astrology,  medicine, 
and  chemUtry/,  were  of  Arabiau  orrgin/ and 
introduced  into  ^Europe   a  Century  at  käst 
beforethe  Crusades :  if  Pope  Oerbert,  or  Syl- 
Tester- IL  who.died  A.D.  1003,  brought  the 
Arabicv  naunerals  Jnto  Francey  it  is  surely 
reasonaUe  to  suppose  that  th^se  sciences,  so 


» 


1  Pu  Cangej    Glpts«  Med.  Io£  Lat.  Tom.  I*  Prsrfatio,  p. 
xxxii.  }31. 


nmoBVcnoK«  xu, 

intunately  connected  with  magical  Operation« 
(and  with  fictions  direrging  from  tlieoaX  jaaia 
confer  npon  tlie  possedsor  a  title  to  superoa* 
tnral  agency«  wonld  extend  their  inflnenpe.to 
the  legendaiy  stories,.  as  well  as  to  the  man* 
ners  of  the  west,  which  these  rery  storiea  are 
admitted  to  describe !  Yet,  after  all,  it  ia 
not  to  be  imagined  that  the  intsoduotiaa  x>f 
eastem  invention  happened  at  one  time,  or  in 
one  age ;  it  was  rather  the  griwlk'  ef  many 
times,  and  of  many  ages— cpntinuBily,  ihoB^ 
gradoaUy  augmenting,  tili  it  atta&ned 
turity. 

The  next  hypothesis  gives  Armorica,  or 
Bretany,  as  the  sonice  of  romantic  fiction« 
Bat  to  this«  the  same  objections  arise  that 
haye  been  started  with  respect  to  the  rrat; 
Mr.  EUis,  in  the  introduction.  to  his  ^Spe- 
cimens  of  Early  Bnglish  Romances/^  plansi^ 
bly  snggests  that  all  are  compatible.     He 
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our  ronwnlie  his^iet  w^^  rery  geafa^tlly, 

tOM^  orifirom  thft  WelÄ  Of  Öua  iri^tnd^  tha^ 
nmoh  x)£  tke  fiolouring^  ie^cmI  p^^iapii  a^me  par-» 
tieular  i^Tei^Fea,  may  be  of  ISca^dioaviai^ 
origin«  and  tluit.oipeasional  ^pi^pf^  togeiltieF 
wi  A  inti  of  Hie  xaa^pefyt  nu^y  baye  beei^ 
bonoiwMl  fw»  «he  A^biai^s  •/'  Whichiaasi 
amch  a»  t^  i«gr^  tkit  qae^  Ha^i^  cpntribu^^ 
«MKrtiHg^  and  ir«ry  likdiy  tbey  41^;  but  wbic^ 
limiiabed  the  gi^ater  p^rt)  or  n^kU^  origi- 
nated  the  whole,  is  just  as  obscure  as  befor^ 
m  ^'MQOQfltlktiaii**  of  opi^iooa  waa  projected* 
Tbb  comilkteiy  ftyitem  will  ir^^d  tb^ 
»ader  of  Bocotdo*«  tal^  of  JV  lÄr^c  Ätiig»^ 
'*  the  iijaeation  $^wbif^i«  yet  remainipg.** 

Anotbör  epppo^tUiOQ  attnbntea  the  chief 
«oweo  of  roim&tie  ^thn  to  clftssica)  and 


mytkdogioal  autkov»;  ibii  i»,  tQ  ti»  tteriM 
at  Oreeee  n»ä  Rone,  lomewhal  «hmed  by 
modern  usagcsw    To  tUe  belieC  Mf •  Southey  ^ 

,  and  Mr.  DuiJop  seem  to  incUn«.  The  lattar 
addfl,  that  **  after  all>  a  great  propoilioii  of 
tlie  woBdefs  of  romanM  mwt  be«  attnbaladl  to 
ibe  imi^iiiatio&  of  tba  aotlMU»^^  Bat  when 
these  wonders»  raDyburly  conatnictid,  pce» 
Tade  'die  mo9t  lemote  cowitrieni  dievc  mntt 
be  •omettring  more  than  lan  avihor'a  iaagiiia^ 
tion  brem^  mto  the  aoeonnt»  Conaidenlto^y 
howerer,  »  dse  to  the  kka  of  a  olaMioal 
origb;  aad  ^ft,  bleoded  wttk  ttM  leH,  hm^ 
Mp  to  make  mp  a  perfeet  uyntmu  Befiim  I 
proceed  to  Ae  attempt,  I  woold  advert  to 
eettain  obsenratioiis  wkieh  Mr.  Diudisp  hat 

I  promulgated  in  his  **  History  of  Kotioo.** 
He  Bay8>  **  It  eaimot  be  deoied»  aad  iadeed 
Imt  beeil  aeknowledged  by  Mr.  Watton»  t%4U 

1  iBtrodoetSMitoABadbofChnd. 
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ihefidiom  of  the  AraUam  €Lnd  Scalds  are  to^ 
ialh^  d^erent  K"  -Mach  luisluiderstanding 
TTOuld  döubtless  be  ^  äyoided  l)y  accurate  re- 
ferences  :  and  if  Mr.  .Dunlop  be  oorrect' in 
what  he^asserts/  it^would  be  a  pleasant  thing 
to  kno^  the'edltioa  and  page  to  which  he  al- 
Indes.  »In  contxadlc^ion^  to  the  inöinuation 
hcare  tjirown  out,  WattoÄ  says,  "  Bat  as  the 
resetnUimce  yMch  the  pc^n  Scandimvicms  bore 
t0^Jhß  eastem  noMom  in  rnarmers,  rnmmments; 
cpinimSiiand  pra(^ice^  is  so  veäy  peecep* 
tjbjle:and  APPAEENT,  an  inference  arises, 
dmt  thwr^migrationirom  tbe  ea^t,  must  have 
happened  at  a  period  by  many  ages  more  re- 
centy-and  therefor^,  most  probably  about  the 
iinie  ^specified  ^  by  historian&r  *.''  And  again^ 
''.Sheae  p^actioes  and^opinions  co-operated 
with.ki^dred'supef^titions  of  dragons,  dwarfi^ 
faSie§,  gmitß,  ci>nd  enchanters,  which  the  tradi» 

1  Page  168.  2  Bisiertation  I.  p.  xxTÜi. 
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tions  ofthe  gotkk  Scalders  had  alreadypktnted: 
and  produced  that  extraordinary  species  of 
composition  wbich  has  been  called  Ro^ 
mance'."  In  another  place,  indeöd/  he  ad- 
mits  that  there  were  '*  but  fevT  of  these 
monsters  in  the  poetry  of  the  most  aücienf 
Scalds ;  but  that  few  is  quite  sufficient  for 
the  argument.  ^  .     •       -      -        ^ 

So  that,  one  would  think,  Warton  supplies 
no  testimony  in  support  of  ä  doctrine,  which 
I  cannot  help  fancying  may  be  prored  -alto- 
gether  groundless.  *'  AHowing  the  early 
Scaldic  ödes  to  be  genuine/'  says  Mr.  Dun* 
lop,  **  we  find  in  them  no  dragans,  giants, 
magic  rings,  or  enchanted  Castles.  These. are 
only  to  be  met  with  in  the  composttions  of 
the  bards  who.flottrished  after  the  natiye  vein 
of  Runic  fabling  had  been  enricÜied  by  the 
tales  of  the  Arabians  ^'*  This  is  an  extremely 

1  HiBt.  of  Bog.  Poetiy,  Vol«  I«  p.  110.  9  Toi.  I  p.  m. 


Oftati<mametliodjof  writing;  for  while  we  con« 
teod  diat  tbe  ^a»tenia  furnished  the  grouad- 
wcfrk,  and  fix  the  date»  Mr.  Dunlop  may  teÜ 
jxfti  be  it  wben  it  may,  that  it  was  subsequent 
to  die  period  in  which  the  Runic  fable  flou- 
rished  in  its  natire  purity.  Let  us  examine, 
however,  how  for  his  bold  assertion  may  be 
maintained»  respecting  the  poetical  machi- 
nery  adopted  by  the  aneient  Scalds.  Let  us 
ferert  to  the  Edba^  a  monument  **  tout-ä- 
fait^inique  enson^spece/'  as  Monsieur  Mal- 
Jet  ^assiures  us%  and  try  whether  there  be  not, 
in  &ct»  almost  the  whole  of  what  he  has  re- 
jected. 

1  "  The  Edda  ttas  cütt^ü^d,  wvMbl^  with  many  additioos 
|ttd  JBtiMylatioaii,  inm^fbo/dowi  aatt  tradilioBS  in  Ihe^d  Rnnio 
poemsy  by  Soanimd  SigfaMoo,  snniaiiied  the  Learaed,  aboat  the 
jnM»  l#ftf /V^WAtlfON.  Bnt  Wartoa  his  not  pwnA  his  im- 
ibwilidjyg  and  thoim^  I  do  not  den j  the  probabflity  of  intei|K>Ia« 
tfeoa,  I  shall  not  relinqush  the  Gtanf*,  &c.  withottt  forther 


9  "  HomuiMiig  de  la  Mytfaol.  et  de  la  Poesie  de»  Cehee/^  &c 


41  ni((»< 


IftrU 


Gylfe  mu  lüng  of  BwedloK^  and  %  oiMmt- 
^iiüigl^tfa.  Wim « «ötMj of  AsiaAMitf • 
riTöd  kn  iiis  cMtitry  (a  trädilion  iriliüh  i^dt 
Itt^gtk  to  m^  kypothsis)  he  atsluMd  tht 
f)^^^  to  cid  num^  tad  jottmeyed  to  Ih«  ci^ 
(^  Asga^d.  "  Stod  Amb  mnt  (leBipicaciMres, 
(käo  ut)  pr»Tid«f8nt  Her  iguM^  emmqwfnci*' 
nätiöM  <>otdolram  MdpeRnt  Tme  tMuUt 
ilk  tdtum  päläHmn:  Tetfta  «yu  etiat  tci6ta 
äii^BclypeU>^tiecl«in&oi{Mi4  IIa  lo<tiütizr 
Diödolfiai :  ^  f^dtom  tt  waio  nteintt,  Pa* 
riötes^ea:  lApMe,  Fnadiuainaaiilai  er  numtihM 
fee^e  Act»  sagikeiöres '/  ** 

Here,  beyond  disfi^ite,  iaaüJeftdkmttrf  «oitie. 
And  Itot  oiily  so^  bat  Ae  coiuaeii  odeaiai 


1  "«BittlMAntliBt  ««iviMraqnick-iigMed;  a|7,  tliqrAfff 
sawhbjowBej,  and  deoeJTed  Ima  with  Jhmr  tntkmtmaäu,    Tktm 

likaaäiiirrooC  Thu  DiodolfiM  tpedu  of  tt  '  The  Aibtio«,  sort 
skilfni,  iinaetiMroofoftliiiiinggold,  aad  itt  #illi  «T  «toat ;  th* 
fjpaoditkNw  of  th«  haU  wen  BOOBtaiM.' ''«-Oor«^ 
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practice'of  putting  a  number  öf  questions  as 
th^  töst  of  a  person's  wisdom,  occürd  in  tbis 
very  fable.    "  Qui.est  le  plus  anciea  ou  le 
premier  des  Die'ux  ?"  is  first  asked»  and  other 
inteitögiEtönes  foliow,  of  a  similar  cbaracter. 
Then  for  the  GiANTs — in  the  Runic#mytbo- 
logy  notiiing  is  more  common.    Speaking  of 
the  formatiön  of  man,  the  Edda  observes,  (I 
foUow  the  Frehch  translation  of  M.  Mallet.) 
**  Ce|  homina'ftit  appelllJTw«;  les  G^ans  le 
nomm^nt  Oergebner,-  et  c'est  de  lui  que  toutes 
kurs  familles  descendent^  cömme  cela  est  di^ 
dans  la  Voluspa.    '  T0utes  les  Proph^tesses 
viennent  deVittolfe;  les  sage«  de  Vilmdde, 
L£6  Geaks  de  Yme/  et  dans  un  autre  en- 
droit :  *  Des  fleuves  Elivages  ont  coul6  des 
goutes  de  venim,  et  il  soufflä  un  vent  d'oü  ün 
Girant  fttt  fonn6.    De  lui  viennent  toutes  les 
races  Gigantesgues^\'*     In  tbis  place  we  faave 
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90t  merely  an  acctdental  notice  bf  giants;  but 
dieir  fidl  genealogy,  and  a  quotation  from  a 
poem  still  more  ancient  than  the  Edda,  in- 
troduced  in  support  of  it.  Afterwards  men- 
tion  is  made  of  the  Dwaffs ;  *'  Alors  les 
Dieux  s'ejtant  assis  sur  leurs  thronen  rendirent 
la  justice  et  d^libererent  sur  ce  qni  concer- 
noit  les  Na  ins.  Cette  esp6ce  de  criatures 
8*etoit  formee  dans  la  poudre  de  la  terre» 
comme  les  vers  naissent  dans  un  cadavre  •'' 
And  again  of  .the  Fairies  and  Genii,  or  beings 
answering  to  them.  *'  Les  unes  sont  d'origine 
divine^  d'aatres  descendent  des  Genies^  d'au- 
tres  des  Nains,  comme  il  est  dit  dans  ses 
vers :  Ily  a  des  Fees  de  diverse  origine,  queU 
ques  unes  viennent  des  Dieux,  et  lautres  des 
Genies,  d^autres  des  NaimV  This  fable 
gives  a  very  curious  account  of  the  fairies  : 
"Voici,"    says  M.  Mallet,   "  une   Theorie 

1  Mjfthologie  CeUique,  p.  30.  2  Ibid.  p.  36 
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oomplette  de  la  F^erie ;"  but  they  are  perfaaps, 
viß  BisbopPercy  hat  cemairked^moreanalogoiis 
to  thßWeird  Sisikrs  than  to  the  populär  notion 
of  fairyism  inXhe^pr^entdäy.  The  ninth  fehle 
ofthe  Edda,  alludes  to  '*  Les  Genies  lumi- 
neiu^«''  wfao  are  said  to  be  '*  phis  brlUans  que 
que  le  fioleil ;  mais  les  rmrB  sont  plus  noirs 
qae  la  poix  \"  And  what  is  this  but  the  good 
a^nd  bad  genii  of  eastern  romance  ?  Thor*s 
"  vaillante  ceinture»  qui  a  le  pouroir  d'ac^ 
croitre  ses  forces/'  and  the  '*  chaine  magi- 
que'/'  are  equivalent  to  the  enchanted  ring; 
nor  are  **  le  grand  aerpent  de  Midgard«**  vrith 
other  monsters,  so  unlike  the  oriental  Dra« 
gon%  aa  to  preclude  any  cömpariaon. 

In  shorty  the  reader  clearly  diatinguishes 
the  accordance  of  the  northem  mythology 

1  MythdogU  CeUique,  p,  40.  2  Ibid.  p.  84  and  90. 

3  The  ApocTfpbal  contHiiwfion  of  the  hook  of  Esther,  and  Bei 
und  the  Dragon,  seem  to  bespeak  the  preralettce  of  tbit  fiction  ia 
the  East  at  a  Tery  earlj  period. 
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with  dutt  of  the  East.  I  could  cite  many 
more  examples^  but  they  are  unnecessary; 
and  ify  as  Mr;  Dunlop  imagines,  ''  in  the 
Eastem  Pens  we  may  trace  the  origin  of 
European  Faibibs  V  by  what  possible  con- 
trivance,  if  he  will  be  consistent,  can  he  deny 
to  the  iairies  of  the  North,  that  elaim  which 
lie  grants  to  the  whok  o/*Eubope  ? 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  account  for  the  in- 
trodaction  of  romantic  fiction,  by  a  Channel 
which  appears  to  me  the  most  natnral,  and 
therefore,  the  most  likely  to  be  true.  I  would 
begin  with  that  period  in  which  the  persecu- 
tians  of  the  ^agan  ruiers,  drove  the  primitive 
Christians  into  the  East.  Füll  of  the  myste- 
lious  wonders  of  the  Apocalypse,  not  Icss 
than  of  the  miraculous  records  of  the  Holy 
Gospels ;  imbued  with  all  that  the  Old  Tes- 
tament Aarrates,  and  probably  anticipating 

1  Hist  of  Flctioo,  Vol.  I.  p.  165. 
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similar  interpositiOn  from  Heatren  in  their 
owa  persons ;  their  minds  wrought  up  hj 
many  causes  to  the  highest  pitch  of  enthu- 
siasm,  and  their  hearts  glowing  with  a  fervour 
that  no  other  ages  can  boast — they  were  well 
prepared  to  receive  the  impressions  naturally; 
made  upon  a  heated  fancy  ;  and  to  put  credit 
in  tales  which  the  distress  of  their  Situation 
prevented  them  from  investigating,  and  their 
ignorance  or  credulity  debarred  from  doubt 
Hence,  with  the  lives  of  the  Fathers  of  the 
Church,  they  intetwove  prodigies  of  another 
land ;  and  being  further  willing  to  address  the 
prejudices  of  those  they  might  hope  to  con-. 
vert,  adomed  their  martyrologies  with  ficti- 
tious  incidents  of  oriental  structure — even  as^ 
to  conciliate  the  heathen,  they  introduced 
into  their  religious  buildings,  the  statues  of 
pagan  worship,  dignifying  them  with  novel 
names,   and  serving  them  with  novel  cere- 
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monies.  Not  always  indeed  was  thia  the 
process ;  nor  the  apotheosk  always  inten* 
tional.  Socceeding  times  exhibited  another 
mode  of  realizing  fables,  if  I  may  so  speak; 
and  discoyered  another  path  to  falsehood 
under  the  garb  of  trüth«  The  monks :  were 
accu^med  to  exercise  themselves  with  de- 
claiming  upon  the  merits  of  their  patron  saint. 
To  give  a  new  yarnish  to  his  fame,  to  excite 
yet  more  powerfuUy  either:  the  intellect«  or 
die  deyotion  of  the  xlrow^y  brotherhood,  they 
added  romantic  fictions  of  their  own  ^  aml  in- 
vented  familiär  stories,  deriyed  firom  M  infi- 
nite yaricty  of  sources.  Bat  because  eastem 
imaginatk>ns  were  more  splendid  and  capti- 

« 

vating**-because  Jerusalem,  and  the  Holy  Se- 
pulchre  were  in  the  Bast — because -' an  idle 
andlying  hoide  of  pilgrims  and  palmers/*  (as 
Mr.  Dunlop  expressea  it)  annually  brottght 
thither  fresh  sobjects  for  xredulity  .toifeed 

b3 


XXXIY  INTRODUOTIOK. 

upon^  they  were  the  most  partial  to  oriental 
conc^ptiojiB*  «The  fables  which  they  thus 
constructed  were  laid  by»  fairly  transcribed, 
andbeautifully  Uluminated ;  until,  in  due  time, 
the  monastery  coffers  were  ransacked»  and 
the  gross  and  äcknowledged  inventiona  of 
earUer  aficetics  were  imposed  upon  theit  later 
l)rethren^  as  the  undoubted  and  reritable  his- 
tory  of  real  fathers  and  reid  sainta. 

It  is  well  known  that  in  the  earlier  ages  .of 
Chtistianity  forged  gospels  were  put  forth  in 
Imitation  of  the  true :  while  the  tenets  of  the 
Persian  magi  were  united  with  the  doctrinea 
of  the  Son  of  God  ^  If  this  prove  nothing 
further,  it  proYed  the  fiaicility  with  which  oii* 
ental  dogmas  were  interwoyen  with  those  of 
ihe  west.  At  a  more  advanced  period«  other 
legends  written  in  Latin,  and  professing  to 
be  narratives  of  what  actually  occurred,  were 
again  transcribed,  with  manifold  amplifica- 

1  Sm  Motbeim'f  Bodet.  Hitt  Cent.  I.  «nd  III. 
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tiohB  by  those  into  #ho8e  hands  the  manu- 
Scripts  might  happen  to  fall.  Mctrieal  ¥ei^ 
sions  were  then  given ;  and  their  popularity 
soon  induced  the  narrators  to  step  cmt  of 
their  ünmediate  walk  of  martyrdom^toraisethe 
Standard  of  chivalry  in  the  persona  of  Bmte, 
Alexander^  Charkmagne^  and  tbö  rest.  Let 
it  be  obseryed,  that  all  these  stOried  are  of  a 
similar  cast ;  the  Lhes  ^  the  SamtM,  aame 
how  or  other,  are  ilways  oonnöcted  with  the 
fiotiotis  of  eyery  hero  of  ohiTalty.  They  in- 
variabiy  work  ikiarvek  in  behalf  of  their  vota»- 
ries4  thtybeqtteathrelicsofsttTprizingpower«^ 
or  they  a{>pear  in  dreams ;  or  the  utterance  of 
their  mighty  names  countelracts  the  poten<Sy 
of  magical  delusione,  tiCi  &e«  while  the  hete 
himselfftreadingin  the  st^pl»  of  his  oanonised 
precorsor,  becomed  ^  distifigui&hed  teUgleux ; 
and  at  last  takes  hü  place  in  the  ealendar-^ 
*'  a  Tery,  very  S  ai  nt/' 
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-  If  my  hypothesis,  thevefore,  be  just/with 
tfae  retiim  of  the  exiled  Christians  from  the 
East,  originated  romantic  fiction  in  Europe. 
But  this,  of  course»  must  be  taken  with  mo- 
difications«  Time  alone  could  mature,  what 
in  its  progre&s  acquired  socfa  extensive  popu- 
larity ;  and  it  seems  to  me,  one  of  the  glaring 
de&cts  of  other  Systems/  that  they  would  re- 
^present  the  rise  of  that  particular  kind  of 
fable  in  question  to  have  been  almost  instan* 
taneous:  tohave  foUowed  swift  upon  the  in- 
cursionsoftheSaracenst— to  have  sprang  up 
mysteriously  among  the  Scandinavians^  or 
equally»  if  not  more  so«  among  the  Armori- 
cans.  Whereas,  that  which  was  so  wide  in  its 
.extent— so  singular  in  its.efiects^^so  deeply 
impressed  on  a  large  portion  of  the  globe, 
•must  ineyitably  have  had  a  beginning,  and  a 
middle:  it  must  have  been  long  crescent»  be- 
fore  it  was  at  the  füll.  It  is  true,  the  classical 


•  • 
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y stein  bas  not  all  the  objections  which  me^ 
the  other,  on  the  score  of  precipitancy ;  but 
still  it  accounts  only  for  that  part  of  romance 
which  is  evidently  built  upon  classic  ground. 
Much  of  the  machinery  is  wholly  different; 
and  from  the  comparatively  few  allusions — 
from  the  indistinct  and  monstrous  perversion 
of  Grecian  or  Roman  fable,  we  are  sure  that 
their  knowledge  was  very  limited.  But,  in 
fact,  a  Union  of  classic  traditions  with  oriental 
fiction  is  not  only  probable  but  certain ;  yet 
my  hypothesis  still  traces  it  to  the  East*. 


1  The  process  by  which  Uljues  preserved  himself  from  the 
cbarms  of  Ciree,  is  rery  ftiiAilar  to  that  whidi  occan  in  the  stör j 
of  "  Beder  Prince  of  Persia,  and  Giahanre  Prinoess  of  Samandal/* 
in  the  Arabian  Tales  ;  and  the  fable  of  the  Cyclops  is  found  in  the 
tfahd  Toyage  of  Sinbad  the  Sailor.  Bat  Homer  is  known  to  haT« 
been  a  great  Wanderer,  and  to  have  picked  op  mach  traditionary 
matter  in  the  East  and  elsewhere.  Speaking  of  the  fable  of  Ata- 
iaflita,  Warton  has  obsenred,  (Dlss.  on  the  Gest.  Rom.  t.  3.)  that 
"  It  18  not  iropossible  that  an  oriental  apologue  might  have  giren 
rise  to  the  Grecian  fable.''  This,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  has  often 
been  the  case. 
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Por  it  will  be  noticed^  that  Eastem  conceptions 
invariably  predominate,  eren  where  the  sub- 
ject  is  confessedly  classic  ;  as  in  the  stories 
of  Alexander^  Ceesar,  and  others.  Besides 
the  incursions  of  these  leaders  into  that  quar- 
ter of  the  world^  might,  as  it  has  happened  in 
similar  cases^  leave  certain  traditionary  monu- 
ments  of  their  own  belief'.  This,  however,  I 
by  no  means  intend  to  urge. 

Wheü  instances  of  those  who  fled,  or  were 
exiled  to  the  East,  or  voluntarily  settled  there, 
are  so  numerous,  it  would  be  idle  to  weary 
the  reader's  attention,  by  entering  into  any 
lengthened  detail.  The  names  of  Clemens  of 
Alexandria,  of  Ignatius,  Tertullian  and  Ori- 
gen,  are  conspicuous  in  the  second  and  third 
centuries,  with  many  others,  who  were  in 


1  There  is  in  the  British  Moseimi»  I  understand,  a  Turkisii 
MS.  Poem,  of  which  Alexander  the  Great  is  the  hero.  It  is  ssid 
to  haye  been  written  in  the  14th  centory,if  not  eariier. 


constant  intercourse  with  the  West  $  and  tb« 
soft  and  yielding  dbaracter  of  these  times 
presented  a  plastic  surface,  to  every ,  even  tht 
»listest  tOQch.  In  tbe  early  pari  of  th^ 
fourth  Century  the  foundätion  of  Constanti«^ 
nople»  which  drew  firom  Italy  euch  a  large  po-» 
palation^  would  facilitate  the  interchange  of 
literature ;  for  it  is  not  improbable^  that  many 
of  the  Ariaticsii/driven  firom  their  Bettlements 
by  tbe  influx  of  the  foreigners^  wonld  hasten 
to  occupy  the  homes  which  the  others  had  va* 
eated.  At  all  events^  the  new  settlers  in  the 
East  had  friends  and  connections  in  theiir 
father-land,  with  whom  it  was  natural^  and 
eren  necessary,  that  there  should  be  a  certain 

1  I  ose  tliis  teim,  and  oneor  two  foQowiog,  with  some  laiitode* 
Gibbon  cdls  tiie  fittle  tomi  of  Chijsopolis,  or  Scntari,  "  th*  An- 
aiie  sulmrb  of  ConsianlinopU :"  and  the  extieme  «pproxinalidD  of 
the  two  shores ;  the  constant  and  eaaj  intercoarse  firom,  and  before 
the  tinie  of  Xerxes,  &c.  dowvward,  not  omitting  the  Atiatic  pcpu- 
ktkm  which  has  been  so  long  patoralized  there,  aafficientlj  aatho- 
nce  the  expression. 
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intercourse^.  ToWards  the  conclüsion  of  the 
third  Century»  wken  monachism  was  so  vehe- 
mently  propagat^,  ^d  the  East  inundated 
with  a  restkss  classof  men^wbo  strolled  about 
in  pursuit  of  prosdytes  (not  much  unlike  the 
errant-knights  of  a  subsequent  age)  the  posi- 
tion  I  have  laid  down  is  more  cieariy  evificed. 
It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  my  subject^  if, 
in  speaking  of  tbis  singular  fact>  I  used  other 
language  than  that  of  the  historian  bf  the  Ro* 
man  empire.  **  The  progress  of  the  monks/* 
says  this  philosophic  writer^  "  was  not  less 
rapid,  or  universal«  than  that  of  Christianity 
itself.  Every  provinee,  and  at  last,  every 
city  of  the  empire,  was  fiUed  with  their  in- 
creasing  muititudes ;  and  the  bleak  and  har- 
ren isles,  from  Lerins  to  Lipari,  that  arise  out 
of  the  Tuscan  sea,  were  chosen  by  the  Ana- 
chorets,  for  the  place  of  their  voluntary  exile. 
An  easy  and  perpetual  intercourse  by  sea  and 


land  connected  the  provinces  of  the  Roman 

World ;  and  the  life  of  Hilarion  displays  the 

facility  with  which  an  indigent  hermit  of  Pa- 

lestine,  might  iraverse  Egypt,  embarkfor  Sici- 

ly,  escape  to  Epirus,  and  fitudly  settle  in  the 

üland  of  Cyprus.    The  Latin  Christians  em- 

braced    the  religious  institutions   of  Rome. 

The  pilgrims,  who  visited  Jerusalem/ eagerly 

copied,  in  the  most  distant  cUmes  ofthe  earth, 

the  faithful  model  of  monastic  life.     The  dis- 

ciplet  of  Antony  spread  themselves  beyond  the 

tropic,  over  the  Christian  empire  of  CEtMopia  \ 

The  monastery  of  Banchor*,  in  Flintshire, 

which  contained  above  two  thousand  brethren, 

dispersed  a  numerous  colony  among  the  bar- 

barians  of  Ireland  ;  and  lona,  one  of  the  He- 

brides,  which  was  planted  by  the  Irish  monks^ 

1  See  Jerom.  (tom.  i.  p.  126);  Assemanni,  (Bibliot.  Orient. 
tom.  i?.  p.  92.  p.  857-^919)  and  Geddes's  Charch  Hist  of  (Ettti- 
opia,p.20,  30,  31. 

2  Oamden's  Britannia,  Vol.  i.  p.  666,  667. 
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diffused  oyer  the  northern  regions  a  doubtful 
ray  of  science  and  superstition ' ." 

The  roving  character  of  the  monks,  there- 
fore,  is  another  link  of  the  chain  by  which  I 
introduce  oriental  fiction  into  the  West ;  and 
it  is  utterly  impossible,  (maturely  weighing 
the  habits  and  propensities  of  this  class  of 
people),  that  they  should  not  have  picked 
up  and  retained  the  floating  traditions  of  the 
countries  through  which  they  passed.  "  Some 
of  the  early  romances,"  says  Mr.Walker  %  *'  as 
well  as  the  legend  s  of  saints,  were  undoubt' 
edly  fabricated  in  the  deep  silence  of  the  clois- 
ter.  Both  frequently  sprung  from  the  wannth 
of  fancy,  which  religious  seclusion  is  so  well 
calculated  to  nourish ;  but  the  former  were 
adomed  with ybreign  embellishments.'*  It  is  ex- 


1  GibboB's  Deäme  and  FaU,  Vol.  6.  p.  245, 6,  Ed.  1811. 
S  «Essaj  OD  the  Origin  of  Romantic  Fabling  in  Ireland/' 
p.  4.— 4lo. 
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acüjr  on  this  fcoting,  (though  I  certJEdnly  in« 
clade  the  tatter — that  is,  the  legendi  of  the 
f  aints,  in  the  idea  of  foreign  embellishment !) 
that  I  would  place  the  hypothesis  I  ha^e  ad^ 
yanced ;  and  here  Mr.  Walker's  opiniooi  that 
Ireland  is  indebted  to  Italy  for  some  of  he^r 
fictions^  derived  originally  from  the  East,  will 
find  confinnatioD.    They  might,  at  the  same 
time^haTebeenreceiyed^by  way  of  England, 
and  as  history  testifies  the  fact  of  a  colony  of 
monka  from  thence,  takii^  root  in  Ireland, 
the  notion  ia  more  than  probable«     Bnt  in 
either  case,  the  original  ia  the  aame.    Aa  für* 
ther  corroborative  I  may  add,  that  in  the  ninth 
Century,  Crete  and  Sicily  were  invaded  and 
conqnered  by  the  Araba ;  who  likewise  en- 
tered Italy,  and  almoat  approached  Rome« 

I  need  acarcely  allnde  to  the  cruaadea  aa 
lotirces  of  romantic  fabling.  They  are  undia- 
pated  parta  of  the  ayatem  ;  and  probably,  at 
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tbe  termination  of  the  ihird  exp^dition,  toward 
the  close  of  the  twel£th  Century,  this  kind  of 
writing  was  at  it»  height.  Chivalry  was  theiv 
fbllawed  with  a  steady  devotion,  whichl  am 
inclined  to  think,  soon  afterwards  abated; 
and  was  rather  the  undulation  of  the  water^ 
succeeding  the  tempest,  than  the  tempest  it- 
seif.  The^fourth  and  fifth.  Crusade  foUowed 
at  the  distance  of  about  twenty  years ;  but 
upwards  of  thirty  elapsed  before  thesixth  and 
last.  The  blood  and  coin  that  had  been  so 
uselesaly  lavished,  might  well  conduce  to  sa- 
tisfy  the  most  enthusiastic  crusader,  and  steni 
the  torrent  of  populär  superstition :  while  the 
surprizing  frenzy  that  had  so  long  desolated 
both  hemispheres»  fromits  very  intensity,  was 
calqulated  to  subside,  and  introduce  a  juster 
mode  of  thinking,  and  more  rational  ideas. 
Time,  which  allay^  all  other  passions,  could 
not  but  temper  this ;  and  the  last  of  these 
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.firantic  expeditiong  appears,  to  my  imagination, 
the  desperate  effort  of  expiring  fanaticiam — 
the  last  violent  struggle  of  religiouB  persecu- 
tion  in  the  East.  .  With  the.  decline  of  chi- 
yalry»  the  fictioas,  which  principalLy  attained 
their  celebrity  during.  its  zemth, .  (becanse 
they  had  become  incorporated  with  it ;  thougfa 
originally  independent  and  extraoeonsy)  would 
natursdly  cease  to  be  regarded;  and  the  ex* 
travagaat  conceptions  which  this  institution 
cherished,  would,  when  good  senae  resumed» 
or  assomed  her  prqper  place,  neceaaärily;  fall 
into  decay. 


SECTION  II. 

I  now  hasten  to  the  Gesta  Romanobvm  ; 
and  purpose  giving  a  brief  outline  of  its  his- 
tory,  with  a  notice  of  certain  stories,  which. 


idri  INTKODÜCTIOK,     , 

withoul  reference  to  their  öwn  individual 
merit,  hare  been  raUed  into  higher  imporU 
ance  by  fumishing  the  groundwork  of  many 
populär  dramas.  I  shall  also  take  occasioA 
to  öffer  a  few  r^marks'  upon  the  translatioii 
now  before  the  public,  elucidatory  of  certaiii 
points  which  seem  to  require  explanation. 

The  Oesta  Romakoküm  was  one  of  the 
most  applauded  compilatioiis  of  the  middle 
ftges.  Thie  method  of  instruetitig  by  fables, 
is  a  practice  of  remote  antiquity ;  and  bas 
always  been  attended  wiih  Tety  considerable 
benefit.  Its  great  popularity  encouraged  the 
monks  to  adopt  this  medium,  not  only  for  the 
sake  of  illustrating  their  discourses,  but  of 
making  a  more  durable  impression  upon  the 
minds  of  their  illiterate  auditors.  An  abstract 
argumenta  or  logical  deduction,(had  they  been 
capable  of  supplying  it,)  would  operate  but 
faintly  upon  intellects,  rendered  even  more 
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obtuse  by  the  rüde  nature  ojf  their  customary 
occupations;  while,  on  the  other  hand/aA 
apposite  story,  would  arouse  attention,  and 
stimulate  the  blind  and  unenquiring  devotion, 
which  is  so  remarkably  characteristic  of  the 
middle  ages. 

The  work  under  consideration  is  compiled 
from  old  Latin  chronicles  of  Roman,  or  ra^ 
ther,  ad  Mr.  Warton  and  Mr.  Douce  think, 
of  Gebman  inyention.  But  this  idea,  witb 
all  Submission«  derives  little  corroboratiye 
evidence  from  fact.  There  is  one  story,  and 
I  believe,  but  one«  which  giyes  any  counte* 
nance  to  it.  That  a  few  are  exthicted  from 
German  authors«  (who  may  not«  after  all«  be 
the  inventors)  is  no  more  proof  that  the  com* 
piler  was  a  Oerman«  than  that«  because  some 
stories  are  fouud  in  the  Roman  annals«  the 
whole  book  was  the  produotion  of  a  Latin 
writer. 
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Orientale  legendary,  and  classical  fables, 
heightened  by  circumstances  of  a  strong  ro- 
mantic  cast^  form  the  basis  of  ;this  sin- 
gular  composition.  But  the  authorities 
cited  for  classical  allusions  are  of  the  lower 
Order.  Valerius  Maximus^  Macrobius»  Aulus 
Grellius»  Pliny,  Seneca»  Boethius,  and  occa- 
-siönally  OviD,  are  introduced;  but  they 
do  not  alwäys  contain  the  relation  which  «they 
are  intended  to  substantiate;  and  it  is  in- 
variably  much  disguised  and  altered.  The 
ori^ntal  apologues  are  sometimes  fromthe 
Tomance  of  '*  Baarlam  and  Josaphat/'  and  in 
sereral  instances  from  a  Latin  work  entitled, 
**  De  Clericäli  Disciplina/'attributed  to  Petrus 
Alphonsns^  a  converted  Jew,  godson  to  Al- 
phonsus  L  of  Arragon,  after  whom  he  was 
named.  Tbere  is  an  analysis  of  it  by  Mr.  Douce 
inserted  in  Mr.  Ellis's  Specimens  of  Early 
EnglishRomances.  According  to  the  former  of 
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these  gentlemen,  two  productions  bearing  the 
title  ofGESTA  RoMANORUM^and  totally  dis- 
tinct  from  each  other^exist.  I  confess»  I  see  no 
good  reason  for  tbe  assertion.  I  take  it  to  be 
the  same  work,  vfith  a  few  additions,  not  so 
considerable  by  any  means  as  Mr.  Douce 
imagine8^  Tbis  I  shall  abew,  by  and  by. 
Of  the  present  Performance,  though  it  pur- 
ports  to  relate  the  Gests  of  the  Romans« 
there  is  little  that  corresponds  with  the  title* 
On  the  contrary,  it  comprehends  "  a  multi- 
tude  of  narrativeSy  either  not  historical ;  or 
in  another  respect,  such  as  are  totally  uncon- 
nected  with  the  Roman  people,  or  perhaps 

1  **  In  fact,  the  two  Gestts  maj  just  ts  well  be  coneidered  the 
same  work,  as  the  difTereftt  Tertioos  of  the  Wife  Matten,  or  of 
Kaliiah  n  Damnah.  Tbe  tenn  Getta  Romanomm  implies  nothug 
more  than  a  cc^lection  of  ancient  storiet,  manj  of  whioh  might 
be  the  same,  bnt  which  woold  natorallj  Tary  in  Tarions  ooantries 
according  to  the  taste  of  the  collector,  in  the  same  manner,  as 
different  stories  are  introdnced  in  tbe  Greek  Sjntipas,  the  Italiaa 
Erastns,  and  Eng^  Wise  Masters."— DUNLOP.  Hiti,  of  Fic- 
tum,  Vol.  II.  p.  170. 
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the  moBt  preposterous  misrepresentations  of 
their  history.  To  corer  this  deviation  from 
the  promised  plan,  which,  by  introducing  a 
more  ample  variety  of  matter,  has  contributed 
to  increase  the  reader's  entertainment,  our 
coUector  has  taken  care  to  pre£ice  almost 
every  story  with  the  name  or  reign  of  a  Roman 
emperor;  who,  at  the  same  time,  is  often  a 
monarch  that  never  existed,  and  who  seldom, 
whether  real  or  suppösititious«  has  any  con- 
cem  with  the  circumstances  of  the  narra- 
tive\" 

'  The  influence  which  this  work  has  had  on 
English  poetry,  is  not  the  least  surprizing 
fact  connected  with  it.  Not  only  the  earlier 
writere  of  our  country— GoWer,  Chaucer,  Lyd- 
gate,  Occle^^re,  &c.  have  been  indebted  to  it, 
but  also,  as  the  reader  will  perceive  in  the 
QOtes,  the  poets  of  modern  times.    Its  popu- 

1  Warton.    JHtsmi.  on  G.  R,  p.  rü. 
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larity  in  the  retgn  of  Queen  Elizabeth  i» 
pro  red  by  many  allusions  in  the  works  of  that 
period.  An  anonymous  comedy,  published 
early  in  the  foUowing  reign,  and  entitled 
''  Sir  Giks  Goosecap,''  observes^ — '*  Then  for 
your  lordehip's  quips  and  quick  jests,  why 
Gesta  Rokanorum  were  nothing to  themV* 
In  Chapman*s  "  Afoy-Doy  */'  a  person  Bpe^k- 
ii^  of  the  literary  Information  of  another  cha* 
racter^  styles  him — "  One  that  has  read  Mar« 
CU8  AureliuSy  Gesta  Romanorum,  the  Mir« 

rour  of  Magistrates,  &c to  be  led  by  the 

nose  like  a  blind  beare  that  has  read  no- 
thing M" 

Hie  author  of  thia  populär  work,  has  been 
often  guessed  at,  but  nothing  certain  is  known* 
Warton  belieres  him  to  be  Petrus  Berchorius, 
or  Pierre  Bercbeur,  a  native  of  Poitou  )  and 

ULiOodoB.    Printed  for  J.  Windet,  1606. 

S  A«t  IIL  p.  S9.    1611.  3  Wartow. 
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prior  of  the  Benedictine  convent  of  Saint  Eloi^. 
at  Paris,  in  the  year  1362.  Mr.  Douce,  on 
the  otber  hand,  contends  that  he  is  a  German, 
because  ''  in  the  Moralization  to  chapter  144/' 
[Tale  Lxiv.  of  the  second  volume  of  the 
tran^Iated  GrestaJ  "  there  is,  in  most  of  the 
early  editions,  a  German  proverb;  and  in 
chapter.  142,"  [Tale  lxii,  IbidJ]  *'  several. 
German  names  of  dogs.'*  I  apprehend,  how- 
ever,  that  these  names  may  be  found  more 
analogQus  to  the  Saxon ;  and,  at  all  events, 
Warton's  idea  of  an  Interpolation,  is  far  from 
improbable.  Mr.  Douce.adds,  that  the  ear- 
liest  editions  of  the  Gesta  were  printed  in 
Germany  ;  and  certainly,  they  often  bear  the 
name  of  some  place  in  this  country.  But  in 
the  first  ages  of  the  art  of  printing,  such 
might  be  the  case,  without  actually  i/denti- 
fying  the  point  where  the  impression  was 
Struck  off.     It  is  a  fact,  sufficiently  well 
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known,  that  copies  of  certain  books,  printed 
in  Italjr/  appeared»  in  every  respect  Birnüar, 
aad  at  the  same  time»  in  mäny  parte  of  Ger- 
maHy,  the  Netherlands,  8cc.  The  only  ob- 
senrable  difference  was  in  the  alteration  of 
fiames  m  the  title-'page.  Now,  if  tbis  be  troe, 
the  Crestä  Romanorum,  printed  in  Italy,  and 
thence  sent  for  siBÜe  to  aome  factor  in  distant 
parts»  might  haye  this  person  s  name  and  resi* 
dence  affixed,  not  from  any  dishonest  motire, 
tgit  merely  to'  announce  the  place  in  whtch 
they  were.to  be  sold.  Such  a  8üp|>osition  is 
&ot  beyond  the  bounds'  of  probability,  and 
may  be* wbrth  considering.  Many  copies 
will  be  foiind  wUhaut  date  or  place ;  and  per- 
häps  the  iiicony^nience  and  diffictilty  whieh  a 
new  title-page  created/  might  on  some  Occa- 
sions  induce  the  booksellers  to  omit  it  cdto« 
gether. 
Exglisu  idioms  and  proverbial  expressions 

VOL.  I.  c 
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are  so  frequent  in  the  GesUi  ISbomamrum^  that 
dtey  migfat  lead  to  a  supposition  quite  the 
reTerse  of  Mr.  Douce's  idea;  bat,  I  rather 
c<mceive  tiiem  the  necessary  consequence  of 
traüscriptioQ ;  and  that  the  manuscript  was 
tfaoü^t  to  iequire  verbal  flouruihes,  as  well 
äs  gilded  marginci  and  illnminated  Initials* 
In  like  inanner,  I  account  for  the  Saxoü 
liames  of  dogs  [Tale  lxii.  Vol.  iij  whidi  are 
quite  unnece^äry,  and  seem  introduced  in 
ifae  most  arbitrary  manner.  The  incidents  of 
one  Story  (Tale  lxxv.  VoL  if .  page  305,]  are 
Said  to  occur  in  the  bishopric  of  Ely.  **  This 
fact/'  says  the  writer  bf  the  Gest>  **  related 
upon  the  faith  of  many  to  whom  it  was  well 
known,  I  hat)e  myself  heard,  both  fcom  the 
inhabitants  of  the  place  and  others.**  The 
inferehce,  ther^fore  is,  that  the  narrator  was 
either  an  Englishman,  or  one  well  acquainted 
with  the  localities  of  the  place  he  describes. 
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If  ttie  origin  of  tSie  oAer  stortes  be  dedueible 
from  die  Position  hid  down  by  Mr.  Döuoe» 
tben,  by  panty  of  reasoning^  the  writer  of  iht 
tale  in  question  was  Ü^  Compiler  of  tÜe  s^ries 
•->atid  most  probably  an  ISn^shman :  at  all 
events,  bis  work  might  be  prtpartd  in  Bhg* 
land.    But  this  would  not  be  conceded ;  and 
it  is  only  by  sttpposing  an  interpolation  of 
tiie'  story^  or  of  part  of  the  störy/ that  the 
difficulty  IS  to  be  bbviated.    At  any  ratb,  the 
drctiiiistance  itself  cannot  justly  be  addticed 
in  froöf  eithet  one  way  or  the  othar.    Bot 
whde^^er  was  the  author^  ox  mdhors,  (whidi  is 
möTö  probable),  and  wherever  they  werd  pro- 
düced,  it  is  for  the  inost  paft  agreed  that  these 
tales  were  coUected  as  early  ar  the  commetice* 
fiierit  of  the  fbnrtfeenth  cehtury — if  not  long 
before.    Through  a  period  of  five  Kundred 
years,  they  have  afforded  a  populär  entertain- 
ment:  the  uncultivated  minds  of  themiddle 
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ages  valued  them  as  a  repeitory  of  theologi- 
cal  Information,  and  later  times  as  an  inex- 
hauatible  ftind  of  dramatic  incident. 

Of  that  which  is  calied  by  Mr.  Douce  the 
Enolibh  Gesta,  it  now  remains  to'speak. 
''  This  work  was  undoubtediy  composed  in 
England  in  Imitation  of  the  other ;  and  there- 
fore,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  future  to 
distingnisfa  the  two  works  by  the  respective 
appellations  of  the  original,  and  the  ßnglish 
Oesta  \"  "  It  is  natural  to  suppose,  that  a 
work  like  tiie  originai  Gesta  vroxdd  stimulate 
Bome  person  to  the  compilatidn  of  one  that 
should  emulate,  if  not  altogether  svpersede 
it;  and  accordingly  this  design  was  aceom- 
plished  at  a  very  early  period  by  some 
Englishman,  in  all  probability,  a  monkV* 
The  feeling  on  my  mind  with  regard  to  this 

1  DoucB.    Ilbutr.  ofShahpean,  Vol.  II.  p.  862. 
a  IM  p.  864* 


Gesta  certainly  is,  that  it  was  iiUemkd  tot  the 
the  same  woik  as  the  original ;  but  that,  in 
the  tiranscription,  with  the  latitude  which  the 
"  Aiam  scrivener$"  of  old  invariably  allowed 
ihemselves,  many  alteratioDs»  (nüscalled  im- 
provementsO  were  made,  together  with  some 
adclitions.  The  English  tranaUttipna  of  this 
last  compilation  vary  freqoently  from  their 
original.  For  instance,  in  the  eighteeath 
dtapto  of  the  MS.  ["^  Emglish'']  O^ta,  foL 
17.  a  knight  falls  in  love  with  Aglaes,  daagh«* 
ter  of  the  emperor  Polentius;  but  in  the 
English  translation  of  the  story  (in  1648«  a 
thin  ISpio.  containing  forty-fonr  stories)  this 
same  person  is  styled  Philomim vs.  It  forais 
*•  The  fourtcenth  History/'  Now  the  fect, 
tbat  no  manuscript  of  this  Gesta,  exii^ 
in  any  of  the  catalogues  of  Continental  libra- 
lies,  is  easily  accounted  för,  on  the  supposi- 
tion  of  its  being  transcribed  in  England,  and 
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eonsequ«xitly  oojafiaed  to  thb  countty.  Eor 
other  nations^being  ixi  pottsenBion  of  an«iitiien- 
ticated  origmal,  would  have  little  induoement 
to  seek  after  a  newly  fabricated  c<^y.  Engbsh 
Verses  fouod  therein,  with  English  proper 
«lames,  and  English  law  terms,  and  modes  o( 
speech>  (arguments  on  whicb  Mr.  Douce  lays 
much  stress^)  ao^  luore  constitute^  another 
vork  thfya  Horace's  Art  of  Poetry,  translated 
by  BxMCommon;  or  than  Doone's  Saldres, 
modemized  by  Pope. 

As  the  annexed  tales  gave  occasion  to  soine 
of  Shakspeare's  play«^  and  moreover  are  not 
defective  in  tfaat  kind  of  interest  which  is  the 
peculiar  merit  of  such  things,  I  shall  tran- 
fiicribe  as  many  as  appear  in  the  English 
translation  \  following  Mr.  Donce's  arrange* 


1  I  follow  a  oopy  printed  in  170S,  «  for  R.  Chiswdl,  B.  Wal- 
ibrd, 6.  Conjert,  at  the  Ring  in  Little  Britam,  aod  J.  W."  It  is 
a  reprint  of  ih»  editioo  of  1648,  eoot&ining  forty-four  stories ;  and 
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m&kt,  in  Order  to  shew  tiiat  the  diflSttenoe 
between  the  two  Gtestas  is  not  so  i^ide  as  tiiis 
genüeman  appears  to  imagine.  Such  as  are 
of  no  interesty  I  shall  omit. 


CHAPTER  I. 

There  reigned  some  time  in  Rome  a  wise  and 
miglity  emperor,  named  Ansebn,  who  did  bear  in 
Ins  arms  a  ahield  of  süret  with  five  red  roses ;  this 
emperor  had  three  sons  whom  he  loyed  mudi ;  he 
had  ako  continnal  war  with  the  hing  of  Egypt»  in 
whidi  war  he  lost  all  his  tonporal  goods  except  a 
predous  tree.  It  fortuned  after  on  a  da^  that  he 
gave  battel  to  the  same  king  of  Egypt,  wherein  he 
was  grievoosly  wounded,  nevertheless  he  obtained 
tbe  victory,  notwithstanding  he  had  his  deadly  wound : 

wherefore  while  he  lay  at  point  of  death,  he  called 

f 

is  rather  icarce.  Tbe  title-page  iMores  os  that  it  mm  **  rtaj  plea- 
MDt  in  reading,  and  profitaUe  in  praotioe.''  I  hope  it  may  be 
foiind  80.  Amongst  tbe  late  Sir  M.  M.  Sjrkea's  books,  was  a 
Bhek  'Letter  copy  of  tbe  aame  work,  pimted  in  VBn,  *'  hf 
Edward  Crowoh  for  A.  Crook."  It  is  in  excdleot  conditioD,  wlncb 
most  other  copies  are  not. 
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UDto  bis  eldest  son,  and  Bald :  My  dear  and  wdl-ber 
loved  son»  all  my  temporal  riches  are  spent,  and 
almost  nothing  is  left  me,  but  a  precious  tree,  the 
which  Stands  in  the  midst  of  my  emph*e ;  I  give  to 
thee  all  that  is  wider  the  earth,  and  above  the  earth 
of  the  same  tree.  O  my  reverend  father  (quoth  he) 
I  thank  you  mucb. 

Then  said  the  emperor,  call  to  me  my  second  son* 
Anon  the  eldest  son  greatly  joying  of  bis  father*s 
gift,  called  in  bis  brother ;  and  when  he  came,  the 
emperor  said,  my  dear  son,  I  may  not  make  my 
testament,  forasmuch  as  I  have  spent  ajl  my  goods, 
except  a  tree  which  Stands  in  the  midst  of  mine 
empire,  of  the  which  tree,  I  bequeath  to  thee  all 
that  is  great  and  small.  Then  answered  he  and 
said,  My  reverend  father,  I  thank  you  mucb/ 

Then  said  the  emperor,  call  tO'  me  my  third  son, 
and  so  it  was  done.  And  when  he  was  come,  the 
emperor  said,  My  dear  son,  I  must  die  of  these 
wounds,  and  I  have  only  a  precious  tree,  of  which 
I  have  given  thy  brethren  their  portion,  and  to  thee 
I  bequeath  thy  portion :  for  I  will  that  thou  have  of 
the  said  tree  all  that  is  wet  and  dry.  Then  said  his 
soll,  Father,  I  thank  you.  Soon  after  the  emperor 
bad  made  bis  bequest,  he  died.  And  shortly  after 
the  eldest  son  took  possession  of  the  tree.    Now 
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wben  Ae  second  son  heacrd  diit»  he  cane  tö  lintt»  iigr*. 
ing,  My  brother,  by  what  law  or  title  occopy  joa, 
dib  treei  ^  Beer  brother»  qubth  hei  I  occiqpy  il  by 
tius  titl^  my  ft^er  gave  me  all  that  it  ander  d^ 
eartb,  and  above  of  the  said  tree,  by  reasou  tbereof 
die  tree  is  miiie.    Unknowing  to  theci  quoth  the 
seccmd  brother,  he  gave  unto  me  all  tliat  ii  great 
andsmall  of  the>  said  tree»  and  therefore  I  have  at 
great  right  in  the  tree  aa  you.    Thia  hearing  Ihe 
third  son,  he  came  to  them  and  said,  My  well-bc«- 
Ibved  brethren  it  behoveth  yoü  not  toßtstWe  fbt  tiua 
tree,  for  I  have  aa  much  right  in.the  tree  aa  ye^  fer 
by.  the  law  ye  wot,  ihat  the  laat  wSl  and  teaianenl 
ought  to  stand,  finr  of  truth  he  gave  me  of  the  aaidr 
tree  all  that  is  wet  and  dry,  and  therefixe  tht  tref 
by  righjt  is  mine :  bat  forasmuch  aa  ywur  woida  are. 
of  great  foree  and  mine  alao»  my  eouaael  is«  thM  mt 
bejudged  by  jreason:  for  it  is  not  good  nor  com- 
m^idaUe  that  strife  or  dissension  sbould  be  «i^oag 
OS«    Here  beside  dwelleth'a  king  fiill  of  rea#oil, 
Uiefefore  t^,  avoid  atrifb  let  us  go  to  him»  and  each 
of  JOS  lay  hia  right  before  him;  and  aa  he  shaU 
jtilge,  let  US  stand  to  his  jjadgment :  thea  said  hia 
bretbren  thy  cpunsel  is  goiod,  wherefore  they  went 
aU  three  unto  Um  king  ^  reaso«i  and  ^9cb  of  th^m 
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Wben  tte  long  had  heard  tbe  titles,  he  f  dwaried 
diem  all  agäiii  seV^rally :  First,  sajring  to  tbe  ädest 
soD  thus :  You  say  (quoüi  the  &ing)  that  yöur  father 
gave  you  all  that  is  nnder  the  earth  änd  above-  tbe 
esffth  ot  the  siäd  tree.  And  to  the  second  brother 
li^bequeathedallihatiftgreataiidsiiiäll  of  ihat  tnee«. 
And  to  the  Uiird  brother  he  gave  all  that  is  wet  and 

dry.      •    • ' 

And  With  t^  he  laid  the  law  to  them,  and  said 
dmt  di}s  will  ought  to  ^AsüadL, 

Now  taj  dear  friends»  brie% .  I  diaü  aatisfie  idl 
jottr  lequestSy  and  whenlie  had  thus  said,  he  tumed 
Um  imtö  the  eldedt  brotlMir,  saying,  My  dear  firiend, 
tf  you  IfiSt  to  jabide  the  judgmeht  of  right,  it  he- 
hove^  you  to  be  letteir  blood  o£  the  right  arm« 
My  h>rd,  (quotb  he)  yöur  will  shall  be  done*  Th» 
dbe  king  called  for  a  discreet  physieian,  coimnand« 
iiig  him  ü^let  him  blood. 

When  the  eldest  son  ^as  leiten  blood,  the  kiog 
said  unto  ihem  all  ihree  t  My  dear  fritods,  whete  is 
your  fiither  bui^iftd?  then  smi^ered  i^ey  and  ssät: 
fi>rsooth  itay  lord  in  such  a  place.  Anon  Ae  king 
coMBumded^tQ-^M  the  groimd  (<Sf  th^  body,  snd 
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to  takea  bone  out  ofhis  breast,  and  to  btiry  the  body 
again :  and  so  it  was  done.  And  when  the  bone  was 
taken  out,  the  king  commanded  that  it  should  be 
hid  in  tbe  Uood  (^  um  Met  brotl^ar/  and  jtlhoiild 
Me  tili  it  had  receiv^ed  kiodly ,  the  blopd«  an4>  tl^i)  ta 
be  kud  in  äie  sun  and  dried»  aml  a^  that  it  «boiiU 
be  wadit  wkh  dear  water :  bis  senrtnta  fidfiUed  all 
tbat  he  ha4  eommanded:  and  when  tbey  b^an  to 
wtth,  the  Uood  Tani^e^  dean  away,  wben  tbe  }smg 
saw  ^tüMf  he  said  to  the  second  soH»  It  bebovetb  that 
^tt  be  letten  Uöod,  as  thy  brother  was.  Hmh  said 
he,  My  hNrd's  will  shidl  be  fnlfiUed».  acnd  anon  |le  was 
done  nnto  like  as  hb  brother  was  m  all  things»  and 
when  tfaey  began  to  wash  the  bone»  tbe  blood  TaHiafaad 
away.  Tben  si^id  the  Iqng  to  the  third  son»  It  bet 
hoTeththee  tobe  letten bloodlikeme.  Heänanreoed 
mi  said,  My  lord  it  {^asetKine  well  so  to  be.  Whos 
the  youngest  brodter  was  letten  bloodr  and  done  unto 
in  afl  things  as  the  two  brethf  en.  were  before»  then 
the  king's  serrants  began  to  wash  the  bone,  but  nci* 
tfaer  for  washing  nor  nibbing  might.  they  doaway 
the  blood  of  the  bone^  but  it  ever  appeared  bloody  z 
when  theldng  saw  this,  he  said  it  appeai^tfi  o^Moily 
now  tkat  this  blood  is  of  Üie  natura  «f  tbe  bone, 
diou  art  bis  true  son,  and  thct  oltier  iwo  art  baatards, 
I  judge  thee  the  tree  for  evermore« 
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CHAPTER  II. 

In  Rome  there  dwdt  sometim^s  a  noUe  einpe« 
roTi  named  Diodesian,  wha  loved  «xceedingly  tbe 
yemie  of  charityi  wherefore  he  dwiied  greatly  to 
-Indow  what  fowl  loved  her  young  best,  to  the  intent 
that  he  migiit  theraby  grow  ta  more  perfeot  cha^ 
rity ;  it  foFtuned  upon  a  day,  that  the  enaperor  rode 
to  a  fbrrest  to  take  his  disport,  whereas  he  found 
the  nest  of  a  great  bird,  (called  in  Latin  $truMo 
tüknUf  in  Enghsh  an  ostridge)  with  her  young,  the 
whkh  young  bird  the  emperor  took  with  him,  and 
cloaed  her  in  avessel  of  gkss,  die  dam  of  thts  littlf 
bird  foUowed  unto  the  emperor's  palaoe,  änd .  flew 
kito  the  hall  where  her  young  one  was.  Bnt  when 
idie  saw  her  young  one,  and  could  not  come  to  her^ 
nor  get  her  out,  she  retumed  again,  to  the  ferrestt 
and  abode  there  three  days,  and  at  the  last  ahe 
came  a^in  to  the  palace,  bearing  in  her  mouth  a 
-warm' celBed  thuniaret  and  wh«[i  ehe  came  where 
her  young  cMie  was,  she  kt  tbe  worm  ftU  npon  th^ 
ghss,  by  virtiic  of  which  worm  the  glass  todce,  aod 
tiie  young  one  flew  forth  with  her  dam«  When  A^ 
enqpcror  saw  thisi  he  prmHd  much  tbe  dam  of  the 
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Wrd,  which  laboured  io  dfligendy  to  ddiver  lier 
youBg  one. 

# 

CHAPTER  IV. 

*•  The  cmperor  Gautenis,"  &c.— TWd  is  ih^ 
XXIst  Tale,  Vol.  II.  of  the  original  Gesto ;  and,  as 
tfae  reader  will  see,  not  related  with  much  variety. 

CHAPTER  XVIII. 

t  In  Rome  some  time  dwett  a  nugiity  cmperi^rt 
nmed  Pbüomintui,  who  had  one  only  daugbter, 
wbo  ^a« fair  aod  gracious  in  the  tigbt ole^nry  nani 
wbo  had  to  name  Aglaes«  Tbore  wat:  also  in  th« 
enqperor'a  palace  a  gentle  knight  that  lo?ed  dearly 
tlua  lady.  It  befel  after  on  a  day,  that  tbia  luiigbl 
talked  witb  thia  lady,  and  ae^edy  uttef ed  bis  de» 
^ire.to  her.  Tlu^  abe  aaid  courteoudy,  aeeing  you 
liave  ottered  to  me  the  aeorets  of  yonr.bQurt»  l  viO 
l&ewite;  for  your  lovß  utter  to  you  tbe  aecarets.of 
lay  heart,  and  trtdy  I  lay^  tbat  above  idl  other  j 
lofa  yoQ  beat.  Then  aaid  the  knight»  I  piurpoi|i  to 
yipit  tbe.Holy  Li^id,  and  theiefoce  gire  meyiMNr 
tioth,  tbat  tbia  aeven  yeara  you  shall  take  no  otber 
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man,  bat  i^nfy  &r  my  bve  to  Urry  for  me  so  longi 
and  if  I  come  not  again  by  this  day  sevea  years, 
then  take  what  man  you  like  best«  And  likewise  I 
promise  you  thät  witbin  tbis  seven  years  I  will  take 
no  wife.  Tben  said  she,  tbis  covenant  pleasetb  me 
welL  When  tbis  was  said»  eacb  of  tbem  was  be- 
trotbed  to  otber^  and  tben  .tbis  knigbt  took  bis  leave 
of  tbe  lady,  and  went  to  tbe  Holy  Land.  Sbortly 
after  tbe  eroperor  treated  witb  tbe  king  of  Hunga- 
ria  fbr  tbe  marriage  of  bis  daugbter.  Tben  came 
tbe  king  of  Hungary  to  tbe  ^mpieror'B  palace,  to  see 
bis  daugbter,  and  wben  be  bad  seen  ber,  be  liked 
manreUous"  W^  ber  beaoty  aiid  ber  bebaviour/  so 
tbatdie^mperorand^tbe  kit^  were  accorded  in  all 
tbings  äff  iooöbmg  tbe  n^rriage,  üpon  tbe  oondi- 
tion  tbat  tfae  damsel  woald  consent.  Tben  called 
tbe  empefror  )tbe  young  lady  to  bim,  and  said;  O 
ny  fair  däUgbt^r/I  bave  ptoridied  fer  tbee,  tbatä 
king  sbali'be  thy  buäband,  if  tböu  li^  consent,  tb^e^ 
fbr^  teil  Dn^  wbat  an^r  tbou  wih  give  t6  tbis. 
Theii  said  ibe  to '  ber  fktber , '  it  pleasetb  me'  will  i 
Imt  one  tbtng,^^^r  fatber,  I  intreat^  of  yoü,  if  it 
might  pliasfe'^oia  tö  gräiit  me :  'V  bave  töw^  td 
ke^  nq^'.vlrgbittjr,  aindl  «öt  to  marry  tbese  s^di 
yetLfn',  l^«i«fi>i^  d^r^fatb^,  I'bi^eecbycfüfol'aH 
^  lovethi^'is  bc^Weeh  yoiü*  graeious  fö^er^ood 
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and  me,  tbat  jr^tt  wmß  W  m$xk  to  hp  n^  Im&band' 
tili  theie  veyei^yeßiß  b^  eiide49  and  thcn  I  sball  be 
itady  in  all  thjngv  to  fidfil  yoiir  will«  Tfaei^  said, 
tbe  emperori  siih  it  is  so  tbat  thou  hast  tbu»  vowed, 
I  wiU  not  break  thy  vow»  but  wbe^  these  s^vep  yeaxa 
be  expired»  th<^  ßhalt  bave  the  kipg  qf  Himgary  to 
thybusband. 

Then  the  emyßrpr  869t,forth  his  letters  to  the 
king  a£  Hungary, .  praying  bim  if  it  migbt  j^ease 
bim  to  stay  ^ven  years  for  the  love  of  his  daugfat^r^ 
and  then  he  shoiuld  qpeed  without  fall.  .  Heprewith 
die  king  was  pleiüied  and  contest  to  M;b^  the  pwßxed 
day. 

« 

And  ii^ien.the  seven  yean  were  enifitiy.^yß,^ 
day,  the  3roung  lady  aiood  in  hex  Chamber  ,wit)dai?f 
and  wept  sore».  saying^  Woe  and  aUs»  m  t/Onmortow 
my  love  pnöniaed  to  be  widi  me  a^^:  ßcWk  4he 
Holy  Land :  and  also  tbe  king  ef  Hvngary  to-nnur« 
row  will  be  hexe  to  qaarry  m^  according  to  my  &« 
dier's  promise :  and  if  my  love  comes  «mH  UAJf^^ 
tain  hour,  then  .am  I  utterly  deeeived  oftbe  inward 
lere  I  bear  to  hinfu  * 

Wbea  the  day  came,  Ibe  kiog^  hasted  tewurd  tb^ 
«nperor»  to  marry  bis  daüghter,  and  wa»  r^yally 
aoayed  in.  {H»ple» .  Aiodwhil»  the  king  wai^tiding 
OQ  U«  vay»  therä  eattie.a  koig^t  ridiig  on  bis  w^« 
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who  Said,  I  am  of  die  empire  of  Rome;  and  now  am 
lately  come  ftom  the  Holy  Land,  and  I  am  ready  to 
do  you  the  best  Service  I  can.     And  as  they  rode 
talkmg  by  the  way,  it  began  to  rain  so  fkst,  that  all 
the  king*s  apparel  was  sore  wet :   then    said  the 
knight,  my  lord  ye  have  done  foolishly,  for  as  mach 
as  ye  brought  not  with  you  youjr  house :  then  said 
%e  kingy  Why  speakest  thou  so  ?  My  house  is  large 
and  broady  and  made  of  stones,  and  mortar,  how 
should  I  bring  then  with  me,  my  house  t  thou  speakest 
Hke  a  (bol.     When  this  was  said,  they  rode  on  tili 
-diey  came  to  a  great  deep  water,  and  the  king  smote 
bis  horse  with  bis  spurs,  and  leapt  intp  the  water,  so 
^at  he  was  alroost  drowned.     When  the  knight 
saw  this,  and  was  over  on  the  pther  side  of  the 
water  wtthout  peril,  he  said  to  the  king,  Ye  were 
In  peril,  and  therefore  ye  did  foolishly,  because 
you  brought  ^M>t  with  you  your  bridge.  .  Xhea 
said  the  king,  thou  speakest  strangely,  my  bridge  is^ 
madeofüme  and  stone,  ^nd  containeth  inquälity 
molre  tltan  half  a  mile :  how  should  J  then  bear  with 
me  my  bridge  ?  therefore  thou  speakest  foolishly» 
Well,  9IB&A  the  knight,  my  fo<^ishnes$  may  tum  thee 
to  wisdom.    When  the  king  had  pdden  a  little  Air« 
thor,  he  mlk»A  the  knight  whai  time  of  day  it  9vas» 
Ilien  mi  die  knight,  if  ai^  mim  hi^h  lint  to  eat,  it 
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18  time  of  the  day  to  eat.  Wherefor^  my  lord,  pray, 
take.a  modkum  with  me,  £nr  that  is  no  dishonour  t9 
you,  bat  gr^t  bonour  to  me  betreibe  states  of 
this  empire :  Tben  said  the  king,  I  will  gladly  eai 
with  thee.  Tbey  sat  both  down  in  a  fdix  yine  gar- 
den,  aodd  there  diiled  togetber»  both  tbe  king  and 
tbe  knight.  And  when  dinner  jvaä  done,  and  that 
the  king.had  washed,  the  knigbt  said  uQto  tbe  king» 
My  lord  ye  bave  done  foolishly,  for  tbat  ye  brQugbt 
BOt  with  you  your  fiither  and  mother.  Them  said 
the  kingy  wbat  sayest  thou  ?  My  father  is  d^ad« 
aitd  my  motfaer  is  old,  and  may  not  trardf  hovf 
^uld  I  then  bring  them  with  me?  th^refiire  to  wf 
the  truth»  a  fooUsh^  man  thap  thou  art.did.I  ney^ 
hear.  Then  said  the  knight,  every  work  is  präised 
at  the  and* 

When  tibe  knigbt  had  ridden  a  litde  furtfaer»  and 
nigh.to  die  emperor's  palace,  he  asked  leave  to  go 
irom  him,  for  he  knew  a  nearer  way  to  the  pabunei 
tothe  young  lady,  that  he  might  come  finst,  and 
carry  her  away.  with  him.  Then  said  the  king,  I 
pray  thee  teil  me  by  wbat  place  thou  purposest  to 
ride  ?  then  said  the  knight,  I  shall  teil  you  tbe  Uruth  i 
thi»  day  seven  years  I  left  a  net  jn  a  place,  and 
DOW  I  purpose  to  yisit  it,  and  dräw  it  to  me,  and  if 
it  be  whole,  tben  will  I  take  it  to  me,  and  keep  it 
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äa  a  pr€dw$i  jew^l;  irit  be  btoken,  ü&a  will  I 
kare  it :  and  when  h^  faad  thus  said,  he  took  Kis 
leave  df  the  kmg,  and  rode  fovüi,  Hut  the  king  k^t 
the  broad  liigbway. 

Whenthe  emperor  Heard  of  tbe  king*8  comii^, 
he  went  td^lurdft  him  witb  a  great  ccnäpany,  and 
royally  received'  hhn,  eausing  hkn  to  shift  his  wet 
doaths,  and  to  put  on  fr^h  ^ppkrd. '  And  wheii 
the  emperor  ahd  the  king  wete  set  at  meat,  the 
empex^  welcomed  him  with  au  die  chear  isind  so- 
lace  that  heeoifld«  Änd  wheh  he  had  eaten,  the 
emper^a^ed^dingsof  the  king;  My  loid,  sud 
he»  I  d^  uf^you  what  I  have  heard  tfiis  day  by 
the  wi^ :  Üußte  cai^e  a  knight  to  me,  and  veTe« 
rently  saluied  ttie ;  and  anon  after  tWe  fSIX  a  great 
rain,  and  greatly  spoiled  my  apparel.  And  ahda 
the  kti^t  dlod,  Sif,  ye  have  done  fooKshly»  Tor 
diat  ye  brought  not  with  you  your  house.  Then 
Said  the  eni|»^ror,  what  doathing  had  the  knight 
on?  A  cloak,  quodi  the  king.  Then  said  the  eni« 
peror,  eure  that  was  a  wise  man,  for  the  house 
whareof  he  6pake  was  a  doak,  and  therefore  he  said 
to  youy  that  you  did  foolishly,  beeatise  you  came 
without  your  clöak,  then  your  doaths  had  xH>t  been 
spoiled  with  raiii.  Then  said  the  king,  when  he 
had  ridden  a  little  furtber,    w6  came  to  a  deep 
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jffzJbat,  «ad  Ijaax^xuf  Jboise  wilb  Wf  MjfQifB^  attd  l 
was  nkgoBi  daMraad,tylmtke,rid  tteoiigh  tlie  waten 
withmtt  fii9r..peul:  ilifii  iMdd  jhe  ta.dne,  y#u  4id 
ibolisl^,  Jor  that  yooi  bv^ghUkOtvöidi  y^oiiyaof 
bridge.    Verily  «lid  the  enqpei:^  tie;.milt  IKHA», 
for  he  caDed  d^  sqoires  the  bridge,  that  should  have 
riddsQ  befi>re  you,  and  asaayed  the  deepness  of  the 
water.    Then  said  tl»  kif^,  we  rode  farther,  and 
at  the  last  he  prayed  me  to  dine  with  him«    And 
wkenhehad  dined,  he  «aid,  Itdii  unwiadyy  Wcniine 
l  hroiigiit  not  wkh  me  n^  &ther  amäi  nMher« 
Indy  saidtheenperoivlie  was  a  wisaaaMH  amlfsaMb 
[wisdy^£)r  lite^ayed  yous  Aliief  aiidno4Mf,lnoo9d 
aad  wine,  and  other  victual.    Th^nidlJttldag^ 
we  rode  further»  and  anoa  after  he  aited  bm  Jeaivia 
to  go  fyom,  nie,  and  I  asked  eameatly  wlietfaer  W 
weot:  ändhe  answoMd  -ag^iy.and  seid,  thn' diqr^ 
seven  years,  lieft  a  net  in  a  private  place,  and: 
aow  I  will  ride  to  .see  4t ;  and  if  it  be  budLen  and 
tom,  Üuexk  mH  I  leave  k,  but  if  it  be  as  liefl  it». 
then  sfaall  it  be  unto  me  right  preciona.     When  the 
emperor  heard  this,  he  cryed  with  a  load  voie^  and. 
said,  O  ye  my  knights  jmd  servants,  «ome  ye  wich 
me  speedily  unto  my  daughter'«  Chamber^  finraonefy 
Äat  is  the  net  of  whidi  he  iqpake ;  and  feithmtb  bia: 
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kmghtaiuid  leryants  went  unto  his  daughtar's  Cham- 
ber, and  found  lier  not,  for  the  aforesaid  knigfat  bad 
taken  lier  with  him.  And  thns  the.king  was  de*, 
ceived  of  the  damsel,  and  he  went  home  again  ta 
hia  own  country  ashamed. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

V  Tbeodosius  reigned,  a  wise  emperonr,  in  the 
ckjr  of  Rome,  and  w^^tj  he  was  of  power ;  the. 
wkkh  emperour  had  three  dangfaten.  So  it  liked 
to  this  emperour  to  know  which  of  his  daughtto 
l(9Yed  htm  best«  And  then  he  said  to  the  eldest 
daui^ttr,  hQw.much  lovest  diou  me?  forsooth» 
quoth  she,  more  than  I  do  tnyael^  fherefere,  quoth 
I^,  .thoiL  shalt  be  highly  advanced«  and  married  her 
tb  a  rieh  and  mighty  king.  Then  he.  came  to  the 
aeoond,  and  md  to  her,  daughter,  how  much  lovesk 
thou  me?  As  much,  forsooth,  said  she,  aa  I  da 
myself.  So  .the  emperour  married  her  to  a  duke.. 
And  then  he  said  to  the  third  danghter,  how  much 
lovest  thou  me  ?  forsooth,  quoth  she,  as  much  as 
ye  be  worthy,  and  no  more.  Then  said  the  empe«, 
aour,  daughter,  sith  thou  lovest  me  no  m^f e,  tho^ 
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8halt  not  be  manried  so  xkMy  as  thy  sisters  be.  And 
then  he  married  her  to  an  earL  After  thia  it  hap- 
pened  that  the  en^perOur  held  batüe  against  the 
king  of  Egjrpt.  And  the  king  drove  the  emperoor 
ottt  of  the  empire,  in  so  mach  that  the  emperour 
had  no  pkce  to  abide  in.  So  he  wrote  lettersi  en- 
s^ed  with  bis  ring,  to  bis  first  daughteri  that  said 
th^  she  loved  bim  more  tban  berself»  fbr  to  pray 
ber  of  succouring  in  that  greatneed,  because  be  was 
pQt  out  of  bis  empire.  And  wben  the  daughter  had 
read  these  letters,  she  told  it  to  the  king,  her  hos- 
band.  Then,  quoth  the  king,  it  is  goed  ^t  we 
su^oour  bim  in  this  need.  I  shall,  quoth  he,  gm- 
theren  an  host  and  belp  bim  in  all  that.  I  can  or  may, 
and  thaf  will  not  be  d<Hie  without  great  eoätage. 
Yea,  qifodi  she,  it  were  sufBcient  iT  that  we  would 
grant  bim  five  knights  to  be  in  fellowship  with  bim» 
while  he  is  out  of  bis  empire.  And  so  it  was  ydone 
indeed»  And  the  daughter  wrote  again  to  the  fa- 
ther,  that  otber  belp  might  he  not  have  but  ^ve 
knights  of  the  king  to  be  in  bis  fellowship,  at  the 
cost  of  the  king  ber  husband.  And  when  the  em« 
perour  heard  this,  he  was  beavy  in  bis  heart,  and 
said;  alas!  alas!  all  my  trust  was  in  her,  for  she 
Said  idie  loved  me  more  tban  berself,  and  therefore  I 
advanced  her  so  high. 


Then  he  vncote  tö  Ih^'äecobd'  tfaftt  stttd  slie 
Ibved  bim  M  much  asr  hersdf,  amd  Wten  flÜe  had 
read  bis  letters,  she  sheited  hirerrattd  to  herhua« 
band,  and  gaVe  bim  ifloottnbel  tbat  betthoAdfind 
bim  meat  ai^  drilik  alid  ddfbing  böflestly,^ds  for 
tbe  State  of  sucb  a  lord  dUring  tiiöe  bf  bS^^eed. 
And  wben  dtis  waft  gtänt^,  sfbe  wrote  ietters  again 
te  ber  fatheh  The  etidp^Mir  t^  b^atr^  wiäi  tbi» 
«iswer,  and  said,  '^  Sittr  hiy  >  twö  dängbterä  liave 
tbu8  treatai  mfe^  soötbly  I  sbdl  ptote  tbe' diird. 
And  «o  be  wrdte  to  tbe  tbird,  tbi^  said  ike  loved 
btm  as toradi  a»  be  wüi^ötth%  aüd  {»rayed  bbr  of 
succonr  in  bä  need,  änd  told  bef  tb^'ansWer  <bf  ber 
tm  sisters;  Sd  tbe  t^iM  daügbt^ir,  iff4ien^  sbie  bad 
ecmsidered  tbfe  nlischi^f  <^  be^  fatb^r,  abe  told  ber 
fcusband  in  tbid  fbrm :  ^  ^  Mf  wörsbipfid  lord«  do 
auecour  me  no^  in  tbis  great  heed,  my  fatbet  is 
put  oiit  of  bis  empire  and  hk  b^itage.*  Tbeö  äpake 
be,  *  Wbat  were  tby  will,  I  do'tbereto  V  *  Tbat  ye 
gatber  a  great  bost,^  qüotb  sbe,  ^  änd  belp'bim  to 
%bt  against  bis  enemies/  <1  sbs^l  f\ilfil  tby  wiU/ 
said  tbe  earl,  and  gadtöred  a  great  bost,  and  went 
witb  tbe  emperour  at  bis  on^n  cöstag^  to  tbe  battle, 
and  bad  tbe  vietory,  and  set  tbe  eilnperour  ägaiii  in 
bis  berttage.  And  tben  Said  tbe  etnjx^rour, '  bfessed 
be  tbe  faour  I  gat  my  youngest  daügbter :  I  Idted 
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her  less  than  any  ot  the  other,  and  now  in  my  need 
she  hath  succoured  me,  and  the  other  have  yfailed 
me ;  and  therefore  after  my  death  she  shall  have 
mine  empire.  And  so  it  was  done  indeed ;  for  after 
the  death  of  the  emperour,  the  youngest  daughter 
reigned  in  his  stead,  and  ended  peaceably.  Habl. 
MS.  No.  7333. 

This,  as  the  reader  will  be  aware»  is  the  story  (^ 
Lear  in  Shakspeare ;  but  there  were  many  populär 
tales  built  upon  the  same  story. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

There  was  a  power&l  emperor  called  Andro« 
nicus,  before  whom  a  knight  was  wroogfully  ac« 
cused.  When  the  charge  coold  not  be  substanti« 
ated,  his  majesty  proposed  to  him  certain  pnszling 
questions,  which  were  to  be  accurately  answered^ 
under  pain  of  death.  The  knight  expressed  him« 
seif  ready  to  dohis  best.  Then  said  the  emperor, 
*  How  far  is  heaven  distant  firom  hell  ?  That  is  the 
first  question.'  '  As  far/  replied  he»  *  as  a  sigh  is 
from  the  heart.' 

Emperor.  And  how  deep  is  the  sea? 

Knight,  A  stone's  throw« 
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Emperon  How  many  flaggons  of  sah  water  are 
there  in  the  sea  ? 

Knight,  Give  me  the  number  of  flaggons  offresh 
water,  and  I  will  teil  you. 

Emperor.  To  the  first  question  you  answered« 
that  the  distance  between  heaven  and  hell»  was  as 
great  as  between  a  sigh  and  the  heart.  How  c^n 
this  be  ? 

•  Knight,  A  sigh  passes  from  the  heart  with  the 
rapidity  of  a  glance  ;  and  in  like  manner  the  soul 
goes  from  the  body  into  a  State  of  punishment  or 
happiness. 

Emperor.  Hqw  is'the  depth  of  the  sea  a  stone's 
throw  ? 

Knight  All  weight  descends;  and  because  a 
stone  is  heavy  it  drops  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea  at 
once»     Its  d^pth  is  therefore  a  stone's  throw,  . 

Emperor,  And  how,  if  you  knew  the  number  of 
äsLggons  of  fresh  water,  could  you  estimate  the 
number  of  sah  ?  This  seems  impossible. 

Knight,  Be  good  enough  to  try  it.  Begin  the 
reckoning  yourself. 

4»  *  m  »  4»  «  4»  • 

The  emperor,  pleased  with  the  knight's  shrewd* 
ness,  bids  him  *  Go  in  peace.'— MaJ.  Copy  of  the 
Gest.  Rom. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Bononius  was  emperor  of  Romey  &c.  &c. 
This  18  the  same  story  as  the  LII  Tale  of  the 
mgmal  Gesta»  VoL  2.     Overpaned  hß  Mr.  Domce. 

€HAPTER  XXVIL 

Antonius  govemed  the  dty  of  Roma  witb  great 
wisdom.  He  was  exceedingly  fond  of  the  game  of 
chess ;  and  observing,  on  one  oecaskm»  that  when 
die  men  were  rephice^  in  the  bag  as  usaaly  the  king 
was  con£oimded  with  the  inferior  pieoesi  it  led  him 
torefiectMms  iqponthe  Tanity  of  hmnan  gieatness* 
Hetherenpon  detarmjiiesto  make  a  triple  divisi^ 
of  his  kh^om,  and  hasten  to  the  H^y  Land.  He 
did  soj  and  died  in  peace. 

CHAPTER  XXX. 

The  empenor  Averchoes,  &c.  &c. 
This  is  the  story  of  the  knight  Pkcidus,  in  the 
XXX  Tale  of  the  ori^nal  Gesta»  with  some  yaria« 
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tions«  Vol.  1^*    This  also  Mr«  Douce  bas  omitted 
toobserve«     . 


CHARTER  XXXI. 

The  foUowing  talci  together  with  Mr.  Douce's 
remarks»  I  extract,  verbatinif  from  the  second  vo« 
lume  of  the  lUuftratioxis  o£  Shakspeare.  It  hajh 
pened  in  Rome»  under  the  reign  of  one  Plebeks, 
aceording  to  the3IS«  .It  diotild  be  premised  ^t 
the  firat  ffait  of  the  story  reiemhies  Tale  LXIX. 

yoLt 

><^  ]a,w  ivas  ^ade  at  Rotx^ihat  the  «««ilaiiels  of 
ikeckS  ahquld  i^ch  night  «jcaitune  what  was  passf 
ing  inidl  tbebouäes,  so  that  no  private  muxdecs 
di^iild  be  eoDimitCed,  nor.  a&y  thti^  doiie  wfaereby 
the  ciQr  shofdd:  be  endangered..  Itha^Miiäd  that 
an  old  knight  named  Joaiaa  hadniamed  a  ^omg 
and  beautiful  woman  who,  by  the  sweetness  of  her 
singing,  a(tracted  many  persons  to  bis  house,  seve- 
ral  of  whom  catne  for  the  purpoise  öf  making  love 
to  her.  Among  these  were  three  young  men  who 
were  high  in  the  emperör's  favour.  Tfa^y  respec- 
tively  agreed  with  the  woman  for  a  private  assig- 
liation,  for  which  she  was  to  receive  twenty  marks« 
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Skeiüicloitk  UKUttttet  to  her  fautband,  bat  not 

eboüiiog  to  giveu^.  thenoney,  pmails  on  bim  to 

oonaentlo  tue  tnnrdet  of  diegdhntSy  «id  tbefob*- 

biiogof  their  peraomu    TUs  it  liecom^ithed,  and 

die  bodics  dtpofitM^  in  a  celkur.    1%o  wotivu^ 

niadful  of  tÜM  aew  kw  tbat  bid  bcen  tnade,  senda 

ibr  one  of  thq  sentiiiebr  wlip  wm  bef  brothev»  pre«* 

tends  that  ber  husband  IkA  kflltd  a  man  in  a  qiM^ 

fd^luidj^sevf^  onbnn,  ibr  a  veward»  todi^oseof 

die  diaid  body.    She  tbea  deUVert  to  fana  tba  firat 

o(die  yoluig  liieii»  whom  be  pata  into  ia  aadc,  and 

dirovra  ialo  die^aea*    On  bis  'retum  to  die  aiiter, 

^  pr^dndii  to  go  into  tbe  cellar  t6  draw  wne, 

aaienea'oat  ferbdp.    Wben tbe^entbel  comaato 

berrakä,  tdb  bim  diat  tbe  dead  man  ia  retturned. 

At  thif,  he  of' coune  esqnreaaea  tnudi  aivfdae»  but 

ftattiD^  tbe  aeoond  body  into  bia  aack,  tiea  a  atone 

xofaA  kB  neck  and  {dungea  ie  into  tbe  aea«    Re» 

turnjog  onee  inore»  tbe  wmnan,  witb  additionid  arta 

plajra  tbe  aanie  pait  again*    Agam  be  ia  deceived, 

asd  tabing'away  tbe  tbird  lK>dy,  camea  it  into  a 

(mmU  niakes\a  fire^  and  conanmea  it.    During  tbi^ 

Operation  be  bas  occasicm  to  retire»  and  in  tbe  mean 

thne  i  knigbt  on  borseback,  wbo  waa  going  to  a 

townamenti  paasea  by,  and  alighta  to  wann  himaelf 

dg 
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at  the  tife.  On  tfae'odier^s  retunt,  tlie  knigfat  is 
niiaUken  for  t^e  dead  man,  and  with  ntany  biUer 
AifTords  thrown  into  ^he  fire,  horse  and  all^  The 
jBeatiniel  göes  back  tö  -his  sister,  and  receives  die 
3tipulated  rcfward.  A  hue  and  cry  had  now  l)e«i 
inade  after  the  young  "men  Tirho  were  mi&sing.  The 
husband  and  wife  engage  in  a  quanrel,  and  themur« 
der  ts  of  course  diseovered. 

^'  This  Story  has  been  inunediately  taken  front 
Th^  ßeven  mse  Meisters^  where  it  foxmsüieexavripk 
of  the  sixth  hiaster.  The  ground-work  id,  no 
doubt,  öriental»  and  ixiay  be  found,  perhaps  in  ils 
moat  ancient  forrb,  in  T^  Utile  hunchbacked  taytott 
of  The  Ärahum  Nights*  It  was  impoi^ted  ikito  Ea« 
rope  ¥ery  emrly,  and  feil  into  tbe  bands  of  the  lively 
and  entertuning  French  minstrels,  who  have  treateÜ 
it  in  ydridus  ways,  as  mäy  be  seen  in  Le  Grand* 
Fableaux  et  ConteSf  tom.  iv«,  where  it  is  related  five 
times.  The  several  imitations'  of  it  £rom  The  s&>en 
rviie  fimsters,  may  be  foünd  in  all  the  editions  of 
Prii^^e  Era^uSf  an  Italiah  modification'  of  the  Wite 
rnAsters,    It  forms  die  substance  of  a  well^eon- 

1  Setting  aside  the  tragked  pari  of  this  stoiy,  it  wovld  be  tos- 
oqptible  of  mach  comic  effect. 

2  It  is  corioos  that  the  differenoe  in  the  editiobs  of  tbe 
Witt  matter»,  Mr.  Doaoe  calli  a  modification  ;  but  the  saffld 
Uad  of  thing  in  the  Gttta,  i»  9k  diitmct  work. 


stracted  and  entertaining-story  of  two  firiars,  John 
and  Richard,  who  are  s^id  to  have  resided  at  Nor- 
mchf  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  iifUi.  This  is  re* 
kted  in  Heywood's  Hisiory  of  rocmen^  under  the 
tide  of  The  faire  ladie  o/Norwich  \  and  ha»  crept 
mto  Blomefield's  Histary  cf  Ncrfolk  in  a  very  ex- 
tiaordinary  manner,  unaccompanied  with  any  com- 
ment,  hut  with  the  addidonof  the  murderer's  name, 
wbo  ia  nnaccountably  stated  to  be  Sir  Thomas  £r- 
pingham,  a  well-known  character  *.  In  the  Bod- 
Idan  ütoury  there  is'  an  old  Bnglish  poem  entitled, 
A  merryjest  cf  Dane  Hem^  munck  of  Leicestre^  and 
hm  he  was  foure  timei  slamf  and  once  hanged. 
Printed  at  London,  by  J.  Aide,  in  4to.  withoutdate. 
This  is  probaUy  the  same  story,  which  has  certainly 
been  bonrowed  from  one  of  those  related  by  the 
Norman  minstrels." 

1  P.253,folioedit 

2  "  Vol.  iü.  p.  047.  Mr.  Gongh  tpeaks  of  it  as  separatelj  printed. 
Brü.  Topogr,  ii.  27.  It  is  also  copied  in  Barton't  ünparaUtUd 
VanOks,  p.  150.  edh.  1009, 12mo.  and  71k«  OanlieiMm'«  Maga- 
oMt^  Vol.  i«  p«  310.  It  has  twice  boen  Ternfted ;  Ist  anonymoasly 
uoder  the  title  of  A  /lus  and  cry  afler  tJu  Priest,  or,  the  Comoent, 
a  Tale,  1749,  Sro ;  and  Sdly  by  Mr.  Jodrell,  onder  that  of  The 
Kmghi  tmd  ike  Priors,  1785,  4to.*'  DoüCE.  It  shonldbe  added, 
tfatt  it  hat  been  a  third-  time  yersified  by  Mr.  Colman,  in  Broad 
Chrmt,  &e. 

ds 
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CHAP.  XXXII. 

For  this  d^ipter  I  am  ako  indebted  to  Um  lUm* 
trations,  &c, 

*^  Folliculus,  a  knight,  was  fond  oif  JmQtilig  aad 
tpurnameotg.  He  had  an  ovlf  901^  for  whQm.tiinee 
macses  w^re  proyided»  Next  to.  Ibis  child  he  loraL 
bis  f^Gon,  and  bis  greybound.  It  bappened  ose  iäy 
tbat  he  wfis  oalled  to  a  tonm^m^t»  whitber  bis  wife 
andd^nestics  ^i^ßnt  idso,  loaying  tbe.child  in  the 
cradle,  the  gce}rbound  lying  by  bim>  and  tbe  £U«dß 
on  bis  percb.  A,  serpent  tbat  inbiabited.a  böte  neac 
the  Castle^  taking  advantage  of  the  profouad  sileoee 
tbat  reigned,  crept  firom  bis  babitation  and  adTlanced 
towards  the  cradle  to  deyouK  the  cbild.  The  fidowii 
perceiving  the  danger,  fluttered  widi  bis  wings  tili 
he  awoke  tbe  dog,  wbo  instandy  attacked  tbe  invader, 
and  after  a  fierce  conflict»  in  whicb  he  was  sorely 
Wound^y  killed  bim.  He  tben  lay  down  on  the 
ground  to  lick  and  heal  bis  wounds.  When  the 
norses  retumed  they  fimnd  the  cmdle  orertumed, 
ihe  child  thrown  out,  and  the  ground  covered  with 
blood,  as  well  as  the  dog,  who,  they  imniediateljr 
concluded,  had  killed  the  child.  Terrified  at  the 
idea  of  meeting  the  anger  of  the  parents,  they  deter- 


jKntomjonaiL 
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i^nedio  esopt,  bot  ia  Ihei^  fligfai  feil  in  with  their 
taistrefts^tö  wbom  dirj^  wen  eompeilkd  to  ielate  the 
«Afjpoiisd  nnudor  of  tbe  ^hild  bj'  Aä  gteyhouad^ 
The  kn^[^  ion^  aitived  to  heaac  the  sad  ttcnry^  and, 
maddeued  wi^  fury,  m^hed  forward  to  the  wfou 
The  poot  wounded  andfaidifid  anknälmade  aneffi>rt 
toxiBe,aadwdo(mieIiis  Blaiter  with  hin  accustomed 
fondness;  bat  the  eneräged  knight  reoeiTed  him  on 
tue  pomt  of  hii  sword,  and  he  feil  lifebss  to  die 
gfoand«  On  eraminiitiQn  of  the  cracOe  the  infint 
was  finrnd  alive  and  nnhurt,  and  the  dead  aerpent 
lyiDg^  by  him«  Thekni^t  nowpetoeived  whathad 
hi^qsened,  lamented  bietiedjr  ^rreae  hm  faidKfid  dogv 
mi  blamed  himaelf  for  hsving  depended  too  hattiiy 
od  the  words  of  his  wife*  Abändomng  the  profea« 
sioti  of  anns,  he  bioke  Ins  lance  in  three  {neces,  and 
▼owed«  pi^primage  to  die  Holy  Land,  wfaere  he  apent 
1^  yest  of  hk  days  in  peace. 

^  This  tale  is  likewise  borrowed  by  the  compikr 
of  the  Gtiia^  from  the  Seren  Wise  Masters,  and  of 
cnriental  construcdon.  It  is  originaUy  in  Päpa/s 
Fahles,  being  that  of  The  SatUcn  wnd  the  hroken 
PHcher. 

**  There  is  a  very  extraordinary  tradition  in  North 
Waier,  of  an  incident  resembling  that  in  our  story 
baving  happened  to  Prince  Llewellyn  about  the  year 
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1205*  He  u  Said  td  have  erectta  a  tomb  6?er  la» 
iaithfiil  dog,  gtOI  known  in  Carnanrcmshire  by  thc 
name  of  Celhart's  Grave\  This  traditionis  tiie  sub* 
ject  of  an  elegant  ballad  by  the  hononrable  Mr. 
Spencer,  pdvately  printed,  in  a  Single  sheet^  i^ider 
the  title  oiBeih  Oilert,  or  the  Grane  of  the  Gre^ 
hmmd»  At  Abergavenny  Priory  Chureh  there  is  said 
to  be  the  figure  of  an  anned  knigfat  with  a  do£^  at 
bis  feet ;  and  with  this  person,  whoerer  he  was^  the 
Story  of  Celhart  has  also  been  connected.  But  th^ 
dog,  as  well  as  other  animals»  is  firequently  found  at 
the  &et  of  figures  on  old  monuments.  On  the  wiKde, 
the  subject  a^^ars  not  undeserving  of  the  eonsidie- 
rationof  WeUh  Antiquaries,  It  would  be  propei 
howey^y  on  any  such  occasion,  to  bear  in  mind  the 
numarous  applications  of  circomstances  altogethet 
fabulous  to  real  persons ;  one  example  of  which  lias 
occurred  in  the  story  from  the  Gesia  that  iminedi-« 
ately  precedes  the  present. 

**  It  may  be  thought  worth  adding,  that  VirgiTs 
original  Gnai  resembled  in  its  outline,  as  given  by 
Donatus»  the  stoiry  in  the  Gesta^  A  shepherd  there 
falls  asleep  inamarshy  spot  of  ground;  aserpent 

1 "  Jodm's  RdiquM*  of  th»  WeUhBwrds,  p.  75,  where there  i&  as 
old  Welsh  song,  or  Engten  on  the  subject."— PoUOB. 


iKTRimucTioK«   ,       Ixxxy 

approache«,  and.is  a|lx)ut  to  kill  him*  At  this  mo* 
iBent  a  g^iat  setdes  on  the  shepl^d's  face,  stings, 
and  awakais  him.  He  instinctively  applies  bis  band 
U)Üiß  woiinded  party  and  erusbes  ,tbe  gnat.  He 
8000  perceiyes  that  be  bad  destroyed  bis  bene&ctor, 
and,  as  tbe  only  recompense  in  bis  power,  erects  a 
tomb  to  bis  memory." 

CHAP.  XLVI. 

"  Some  time  ago  in  Rome  tbere  dwelt  a  noble  ein- 
peror,  of  great  livelibood,  named  Alexander,  wbicb, 
above  all  vertues  loved  tbe  vertue  of  bounty ;  wbere- 
fore  he  ordained  a  law  for  great  cbarity,  tbat  no  man 
under  pain  of  deatb  sboiüd  tum  a  plaice  in  bis  dish 
at  bis  meaty  but  only  eat  tbe  wbiteside,  and  not  tbe 
Uack ;  and  if  any  man  would  attempt  to  do  tbe  con- 
trary,  be  sbould  sufier  deatb  witbout  any  pardon : 
but  yet  ere  be  dyed,  be  sbould  ask  tbree  petitions 
of  the  emperor  wbat  bim  list  (except  bis  life)  wbich 
shoiüd  be  granted  to  binu 

'"  It  befel  after,  upon  a  day,  tbat  tbere  became  an 
eari  and  bis  son,  of  a  stränge  country,  to  speak  witb 
the  emperor ;  and  wben  tbe  earl  was  set  at  meat,  be 
was  served  witb  a  plaice»  and  be  wbicb  was  an  bun- 
gry  and  bad  an  appetite  to  bis  meat,  after  be  bad 
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eatön  the  \fhite  side,  he  tümed  thie  blAok  side»  diu 
beganto  eat  thereof:  wherefore,  sträightwayhewaii 
accused  to  theemperori  because  he  h»d  oflfended 
against  the  law.  Then  said  the  femperor,  Let  hnä 
dye  according  to  the  law  without  any  delay. 

*'  When  the  eari's  son  heard  that  his  fatber  shouU 
die,  immediately  he  feil  down  on  both  his  knees  be- 
fore  the  emperor,  and  said,  O  my  reverend  lord,  I 
most  faumbly  intreat  yon,  that  I  may  dye  for  my 
father.  Then  said  the  emperor,  It  pleaseth  me  well 
^Q  diat  öne  dye  for  the  ofience.  Then  said  the  earFs 
son,  Sith  it  is  so  that  I  must  dye,  I  ask  the  benefit  of 
the  law,  that  13,  that  I  may  have  three  petitions 
granted  ere  I  dye.  The  emperor  artswered  and 
said,  Ask  what  thou  wilt,  there  shall  no  man  say  thee 
nay.  '  ^ 

'  **  Then  ssdd  this  young  knight,  My  lord,  you  haYe 
but  one  daughter,  the  which  I  deisire  of  your  high* 
ness  *  *  *.  The  emperor  granted  for  fulfilling 
of  the  laws,  though  it  were  against  his  wiU  *  *  *. 

'^  The  second  petition  is  this,  I  ask  all  thy  trear^ 
Sure ;  and  immediately  the  emperor  granted,  because 
he  \^ould  not  be  called  a  breäker  6f  the  law.  And 
when  die  earl's  son  had  received  the  emperor*«  trea«* 
sure,  he  imparted  it  both  to  poor  and  to  ricfay  b| 
means  whereof  he  öbhdned  their  good  wills« 


iKTiuoiniCTXoir«         bcxxvü 

^*  Mj  tliird  Petition  is  this»  I  .aik»  my  lord»  thatall 
their  eyes  may  be  put  out  mcontinent  that  saw  my 
&ther  eat  tfae  UadL  aide  of  the  plaioe«  Aiid  they 
that  saw  hhn  turn  the  plakei  bethongfat  thcjknt  and 
nid  withiif  themselyes :  If  we  acknowledge  that  we 
M^  hiiA  do  thia  trespaaay  tben  ahall  cur  eyes  he  put 
out :  and  th^iefore  it  in  better  that  we  hold  ua  atill ; 
Asdsötbere  was  none  foundthat  would  aocusehinit 

**  When  the  Earl's  iKm  heard  thiii  he  said  to  the 
eäpeior,  My  lord  (quothhe)  ye  aee  there  is  no  mim 
accusetfa  my  father,  therefiire  give  me  rigfatftd  judg» 
laent.  Then  said  the  emperor,  Foräsmuch  as  no 
num  will  acknowledge  that  they  saw  him  tum  um 
I^ce,  therefore  I  will  not  that  thy  father  ahall  die« 
So  thus  the  son  sared  bis  fiithtr's  Ufe,  and  aftet  the 
decease  of  the  emperor  married  bis  daoghter." 

CHAP.  XLVII. 

This  Chapter,but  with  less  incident,  is  the  twenty« 
6Mi  history  of  the  old  Englisb  translationi  which  tO" 
lerably  well  exemplifies  the  usual  arfoitrary  method 
of  departing  from  the  original  text.  As  there  is  Utile 
mterest  in  the  story,  I  pass  it. 
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"  Selestinus  rdgned,  a  wise  emperwr,  in  Rome^ 

and  he  bad  a  &ir  daiighter." 

♦  ♦  *  »  ♦  * 

[It  isneedless  to  transcribe  tbis  tale  (wbidi  is  die 
origin  of  tbe  bondstary  in  Sbakspeare's  '^  Mercbant 
of  Venice/')  because  it  ia  to  be  foundprefixed  to  all 
tbe  editions  of  tbe  drama  itself,  from  ihe  Fecorone 
of  Set  ÖipTanni  Fiorentino,  an  ItaHanNöTclist,  who 
WTOte  in  1S78«  It  occura  also  in  an  old  English 
MS«  preserved  in  tbe  HarL  Collection,  No.  7SS$f 
evidently  translated  from  tbe  Gesta  Rmnänorum, 
[TsMP.  Hen.  VI.]  wbieb  Mr.  Douce  bas^ivenin 
tbe  Ist  volume  of  bis  very  entertaining  "  Illustra* 
tions  of  Sbakspeare,"  p.  S81.  But  aa  tbe  TaU  ofthe 
Tkree  Caskets  bas  not  been  made  so  public,  I  insert 
it  in  tbis  place,  altbougb  it  forms  tbe  XCIX  Cbaptei 
of  tbe  MS.  Gesta.     See  aUo  Note  16.  Vol.  ^.] 

*'  Some  time  dwelt  in  Rome  a  migbty  emperor, 
named  Anselm,  wbo  bad  married  tbe  king's  daugb* 
ter  of  Jerusalem,  a  fair  lady,  and  gracious  in  tbe 
sigbt  of  every  man,  but  sbe  was  long  time  witb  tfae 
emperor  ere  sbe  bare  bim  any  cbild ;  wberefore  the 
nobles  of  tbe  empire  were  very  sorrowful,  because 


xheb  lord  had  bo  hek  of  hk  owb  body  begottcn: 
tili  at  last  it  beM»  that  this  Anselm  walked  after 
.tapper,  in  an  eyening,  into  bis  garden,  and  bethouglit 
hinttelf  that  he  had  no  heir,  and  how  the  king  of 
Ampluy  warred  on  him  continually,  for  so  mueh  as 
h^  had  no  son  to  make  defence  in  his  absence. 
therefore  he  was  sorrowfbl»  and  went  to  his  Cham- 
ber and  slept.  Then  he  thought  he  saw  a  vision  in 
bis  sleep,  that  the  raorning  was  more  dear  than  it 
was  wont  to  be»  and  tfaat  the  moon  was  much  paler 
OQ  tbe  one  side  than  on  the  other.  And  after  he 
saw  a  bird  of  two  colours,  and  by  that  bird  stood 
two  beasts,  which  fed  that  little  bird  with  their  heat. 
And  a£):er  that  came  more  beasts,  and  bowing  their 
breasta  toward  the  bird,  went  their  way :  then  came 
there  divers  birds  that  sung  sweetly  and  pleasantly, 
with  that  the  emperor  awaked« 

''  In  the  morning  early  this  Anselm  remembred 
bis  Vision,  and  wondred  much  what  it  might  signifie ; 
i^refbre  he  called  to  him  his  philosophers,  and  all 
the  States  of  the  empire,  and  told  them  his  dream ; 
charg^ng  them  to  teil  him  the  signification  thereof 
bn  pain  of  death,  and  if  they  told  him  the  tnie  inter- 
pietation  thereof,  he  promked  them  good  reward. 
Thea  said  they,  Dear  lörd,  teil  us  your  dream,  and 
we  shall  dfö^re  tQ  you  what  it  betokens»  Thenth« 


xc  ikteobuctiok: 

enqperor  iold  them  from  the  begummg  to  tue  en£ng» 
BS  is  aforesaid.  When  the  philosophers  heaard  tfak, 
mictt  glad  chear  they  answered  and  said,  Sir,  the  Vi- 
sion that  you  saw  betokenedi  good,  for  the  empire 
rshall  be  dearer  than  it  is. 

*^  The  moon  that  is  more  pale  on  the  one  side  tfaan 
DU  the  odier,  betokeiwth  the  empress,  that  hath  löst 
^part  of  her  colour,  Üirough  the  conception  of  a  fetoÄ 
that  she  hath  conceived.  The  little  bird  betokeneth 
the  soh  that  she  shall  bear.  The  two  beasts  lliat  fed 
this.bird,  betokeneth  die  wise  and  ridi  men  öf  the 
emjnre  which  shall  öbey  the  son.  These  other  beasts 
i^t  boWed  their  breasts  to  the  bird,  betoken  maiiy 
Other  nations  that  shall  do  him  homage.  The  bird 
that  sang  sto  sweetly  to  this  little  bird,  betokeneth 
^efiomansy  who  shall  rgoyce  and  sing  because  of 
bis  birth.  This  is  the  very  interpretation  of  yöur 
dretfm.   . 

:  <*  When  the  emperor  heard  Ibis,  he  was  ngbt  joy# 
ful«  SooB  after  thät,  the  «npress  travmled  in  <dii£d« 
hkiiu  ^^  ^fts  deUvered  of  a  fair  son,  at  whose  birlh 
there  Wiu^  great  and  wonderful  joy  made. 
•  /^When  the  kingof  Ainphiy  heard  this j  he  thooght 
in  himaelf  diua :  Lo,  i  have  warred  against  the  lexn*^ 
peror  all  the  days  of  iny  hfe,  and  now  ha  bath  a  son, 
vfaawbehhecomethto  fiill  age«  wHl  reVenge  tfae 


fafltog  I  h^e  doneafflinit  hb  ütkär^  itiemtm^  itih 
beti^r  thflt  I  seod  to  iSm  iemperoTf.  and  beae^  hte 
if  troce  and  peace,  that  Ae  aon  may  haVe  nbthmg 
^g^unst  rae,  when  he  cometh  to  manhopd: .  wfaenrl» 
had  thus  said  to  UatseU^  he  wrote  to  die  emperor» 
beseeching  him  to  tiave  peace,  When  the  empetor 
saw  that  the  hing  of  Aniphiy  wtöbß  tp  hhonaorefor 
ftär  4han  for  love,  he  wrote  äg^  to  him,  that  if :h« 
wocdd  find  good  and  siifficient  aarelies  to  keqp  the 
pe^ce,  smd  bind  himself  all  the  days  of  hia  Bfe  to  dö 
him  Service  and  homage,  he  would  reeeire  him  to 


**  When  the  king  liad  read  die  tenor  of  the  ^empei 

ror'fl  letter,  he  call'd  his  eooncH,  praying  them  to 

jffivehim  eounsel  bow  he  beit  might  do,  as  iouehing 

this  matter.  Then  »aid  they,  It  is  good  that  ye  obey 

tke  emperor's  will  and  ooinsiandment  in  afl  thingy^ 

For  first,  in  that  he  desired  of  you  sucety  fot  the 

pestce;  to  this  we  answ«r  thns,  Ye  hare  butonis 

^anghter,  and  the  emperor  one  soUi  wherefore  let  ä 

maitiage  be  madebetween  them,  and  diat  may  be  a 

perpetual  covenant  of  peace.    Also  he  pAßäx  hxH 

nääge  and  tribute^  which  it  is  good  t^  fiilfi)«    Then 

iib&  king  sent  bis  messengörs  to  the  emperor,  saying«* 

Oat  he  wonld  fiiläl  his  dc^hre  in  all  iMags,  if  it  nii^ 

pleäae  his  htghness,  that  his  son  mid  the'  king*» 

6 


^     •  • 

dattghter  might  be  married  together.  All  thia  wdi 
fdeased  the  emperor,  yet  he  sent  again»  .sayiog»  Jf 
iiis  daugbter  were  a  clean  virgin  from  her  birth 
«mto  that  day,  he  would  consent  to  that  marrxag^ 
Then  was  the  king  rigbt  glad,  for  his  daugfater  wa« 
a^deiui  Tirgin. 

^'  Therefore,  when  the  letters  of-covenant  wad 
conqmctwere  sealed,  the  king  furnished  a  fair<«Iiip, 
wherein  he  mi^t  send  his  daughter,  with  many  nor 
ble  knights,  ladies,  and  great  riohes»  unto  the  empe- 
ror,  for  tohave  his  son  in  xparriage. 

**  And  when  they  were  sailing  in  the  sea,  towavds 
Rome,  a  storm  arose  so  extreamly  and  so  horribly 
.  that  the  ship  brake  against  a  rock,  and  they  were  all 
drowned  save  only  the  young  lady,  which  fixed  her 
hope  and  heart .  so  greatly  on  God,  that  she  was 
saved»  and  about  three  of  the  clock  the:  tenapest 
ceased,  and  the  lady  droVe  forth  over  this  waves  in 
that  broken  ship  which  was  cast  up  again  :  But  a 
huge  whale  followed  after,  ready  to  devour  both  the 
sbq^  and  her«  Wherefore  this  young  lady,  when 
ni^t.came,  smote  fire  with  a  stone  wherewith  the 
sUp  was  greatly  lightned,  and  then  the  whale  durst 
notadrenture  toward  the  ship  for  fear  of  that  light. 
At  the  cock  crowing,  this  young  lady  was  so  weary 
ofthe  great  tanpest  and  trouble  of  sea,  diat  she 
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dept^  and  withma  littie  while  after  the  fire  oeased* 
iand.  Üie  whale  eame  and  d^oured  the  Yirgin«  •  And 
wfaen  she  awaked  and  found  henelf  swallowed  op  in 
the  whale^s  belly,  she  smote  fire^  and  with  a^  knife 
wounded  the  whale  in  many  place«,  and  when  the 
whale  fdit  himself  wounded,  according  to  faia  natnre 
he  began  to  swim  to  Iand. 

"  There  was  dwdling  at  that  dme  in  a  coimtry 
near  by,  a  noble  earl  named  Pirna,  who  for  his  re* 
creation  Walking  on  the  aea  ahore,  aaw  the  whale 
ctoiiog  towards  the  Iand,  wherefore  he  turned  home 
again,  and  gathered  a  great  many  of  men  md  wo* 
XDsa^  and  came  thither  again»  and  Ibught  with  the 
vhale,  and  wounded  him  very  aore,  and  as  thejF 
smote,  the  maiden  that  was  in  his  bdQy  cryed  with  an 
high  voice,  and  aaid,  O  gentle  firienda,  hare  merot 
and  compaasion  on  me,  for  I  am  a  kii^'a  daughtor» 
and  a  truevirgin  £rom  the  hour  of  my  Inrth  unto  tbia 
day»  When  the  earl  heafd  thia»  he  wondered  greatlyi 
aod  opened  the  aide  of  the  whale»  and  found  the 
young  lady,  and  took  her  out :  and  when  ahe  waa 
thut  deKvered,  she  told  him  forthwith  whoae  dai^h- 
ter  she  was,  and  how  she  had  loat  all  her  gooda  in 
the  sea,  and  how  she  shouldhave  been  married  unto 
the  emperor's  son.    And  when  the  earl  heard  thia, 


Ke  was  Yefy  gkd»  and  cöm&kteä  herthe  storo»  aiid 
ke]^  her  with  him  tili  ake'  was  wdl  refir&sfied;  And 
mtbeinean  tiiaehe  lent  messengers  lo  the  env- 
peror,  kttmg  him  to  know  how  the  kihg'^s  daughtet 
wassared.  . 

**  Thm  vm$  the  emperor  Tigfat  glad  of  her  safetjr, 
And  Coming,  had  great  compassion  on  her,  say* 
ifig,  Ah  goöd  nüdden,  for  the  love  of  my  son  thou 
hadt  8u£fered  much  woe :  i»gvertheless>  if  thou  b6 
Worthy  tö  be  his  wife,  soon  fchall  I  prove.  And 
^hen  he  had  thus  said,  be  caused  three  vessds  tobe 
tef öUght  forth :  die  üt«t  was  inade  of  ptare  gold,  wdl 
beset  with  predous  stones  without,  and  wkhin  M 
^  dead  mei^s  bimesv  and  thereupon  was^engravea 
thls^posie:  Whoso  chüseth  mb,  söall  wnd  ihaihi 
l$£ilEitV£tH.  The  second  vessel  was  made  of  finesdl- 
vei^/fiBed  with  eiurth  and  worms,  the  superscripäon 

WaÖ  thiÄ,  WH0$0CHÜS«TH  ME,  SHALL  FINn  TÖAT  EIS 

KA^üAE  MsiRETH.  Hie  third  vessel  was  madä  of  lead^ 
ftdl  within  of  precious  stones,  and  thereupon  was- in«« 
sctilptthisposie,  Whösochusbthme,  shall  findthat 
Got>  HAtH  DisposBD  POB  HIM.  These  three  vessels  die 
ifemperor  shewed  die  maiden,  and  said ;  Lo,  bere 
daughter,  these  be  rieh  vessels,  if  thou  chose  oneof 
these,  wherein  is  proflt  to  thee  and  to  otherö,  theo 
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^kdt  jtliQli  haire  119  .mi.    And  if  dipii  dioM  tbat 
whereia  is  joo  ptofit  to  dieei  inor  to  wj  othttTi  sootUy 

:  **  Wfittä  thft  mai^  beard  this,  ihe  lift  up  her 
hands  to  God,  and  said»  Thou  Lord,  that  knowattal) 
dimg^  gi^ant  jsiegEacedualioar  so  to  diutei  that  I 
m»Y  receite  the  emperor^s  son.  And  wi^  that  iriMi 
bddd  the.firat  vcfssdofgold»  nfhkh  was  «ngraten 
%dl}:9  and  read  the  siqpcriKnrqitioii:  Wk^$Qchusetk 
ikCf  shaü  find,  ikßt  he  deseneth;  wpmg  thus, 
Thon^  this  ye^ael  be  füll  j^eeiöus,  and  made  of 
pure  gdd,  nerärtheless  I  know  not  what  is  wsäaiai 
therefore,  n^y  dear.  lord,  thia  Tessd  will  I  ao£  chiMe. 

''  Andthen  sfae  heheld  the  seoond  vesseli  that  t«9 
of  pure  silver,  and  read  i^  superscription,  Who$ö 
chuseth  mCf  shall  find  that  Jus  nature  denreth : 
Thinking  thus  within  herseF,  if  I  chuse  this  vessel, 
what  is  within  I  know  not,  but  well  I  know,  there 
shall  I  find  that  natnre  desireth,  and  my  näture  de* 
sireth  the  lustoftheflesh,  smd  therefore  thistessel 
will  I  not  chuse. 

"  When  she  had  seen  these  two  vessels,  and  had 
given  an  answer  as  touching  them,  she  beheld  the 
tbird  vessel  of  lead,  and  read  the  superscription, 
Whbso  chuseth  me,  shall  find  that  God  hath  dkposed  r 
Thinking  within  hersel^  thir  vessel  is  not  rery  rieh, 


i^or  putwairdly  pce^üs,  yet  die  supergeription  saitbf 
Wko90  chmeth  tnCf  sballßndthat  God  hath  disposed:^ 
and  without  doubt  God  never  disposeUi  any  harmy 
iKereforei  by  the  leave  of  God,  tbia  vessd  will  1 

.  '*  Wb^i  the  emperor  beard  tbis,  be  said,  O  fiür 
maiden,  open  tby  yes9el,  for  it  is  füll  of  preciou» 
Qtooes,  and  see  if  tbou  bast  well  cbosen  or  no*  And 
when  tbis  young  lady  bad  q^ned  it,  sbe  found  it  fall 
of  fine  gold  and  precioua  stones,  as  tbe  emperor  bad 
told  ber  before.  Tben  said  tbe  emperor,  dangbter, 
becauae  tbou  bast  well  cbosen,  tbou  sbalt  marry  my 
aon.  And  tben  be  appointed  tbe  wedding  day ;  and 
t^^  were  married  witb  great  solenmity,  and  witb 
mucb  bonour  continued  to  tbeir  lives  end/' 

CHAP.  XLIX. 

.  Tbis  Story  is  ^holly  in  tbe  original  Gesta ;  Tale  L« 
VoL  I.    Not  observed  by  Mr.  Douce. 

CHAP.  L, 

Tbis  apologue  is  also  in  tbe  original  Gesta,  witb 
sligbt  variations.  See  T^e  XLV.  Vol.  1.  It  i;^ 
noticed  in  tbe  Illuttrations,  &c. 
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CHAP.  LI. 

Is  also  in  the  original  Gesta;  Tale  LXIV.  Vol.  1. 
^otobienred  by  Mr.  Donce. 

CHAP.  LIV. 

In  the  original  Gesta ;  Tale  XL.  Vol.  2.  p.  148. 
Noticed  in  the  lOuiiraüani. 

CHAP.  LVI. 

In  the  original  Gesta ;  Tale  XX.  Vol.  1.   Orer« 
lookedby  Mr.  Donoe. 

CHAP,  LXU. 

This  Story,  tliough  not  exactly  the  same,  retem« 
bles  Tale  I.  Vol.  1.  Tale  XXVH.  and  fart  of 
Tale LV.  Ibid.  But  it  is  really  tbeLXVI.  Tale  of 
Vol.  1.    Not  noticed  by  Mr.  Douce. 

CHAP.  LXVIII. 

This  is^  the  <' Twen^-third  Histiny^  of  the  EagUdi 
JmslaCion;  but  beingoflittk  internst,  lottiit  iL 
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CHAP.  LXX. 

Is  the  Story  of  Guido,  («nd  of  Sir  Guy,  EUui'f 
SpecimenSf  &c.)  Tale  XCI«  Vol.  2«  Not  observed 
by  Mr.  Douce« 

CHAP.  LXXII. 

Forma  the  latter  part  of  Tale  XXL  Wcl  2.  Kc^ 
observed  by  Mr.  Douce. 

CHAP.  LXXVII. 

Is  the  Twenty-eigbth  History  of  the  English 
Translation,  but  not  worth  transcribing.  The  latter 
part  of  this  story  is  the  same  with  Tale  II.  and 
the  last  Tale  of  Yol«  ^.  Mr.  Douce  notices  the 
M<0r,.but  it  is  Hot  so  ihnäar  by  aiiy  means  as  the 
fermer. 

CHAPTER  LXXVIII. 

**  A  law  was  made  at  Rome,  that  no  man  should 
marry  for  beauty,  but  for  riches  ovly ;  and  that  no 
woman  should  be  united  to  a  poor  man,  unless  he 
Aöuld  by  sometneans  acquire  wealth  eqüal  to  her 
oymr  A  eertain  poor  knight  solieited  th^hand  of  a 
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fidi  lady>  bat  ehe  rdttiilcUd  liim  öftbß  Iftw,  md  de- 
aired  fahn  to  use  ihe  best  means  of  con^lyiDg  vriik 
%  in  Otder  to  eilfect  tbenrunicm.  Hed^artedm 
great  Bonrow,  and  after  tnttöli  eäqii%,  was  kifbnned 
of  a  rieh  duke,  who  had  been  blind  ^fr6m  die  dny  df 
y^  birdu  Hira  he  resolved  foxatirdery  ttnd  obäun 
im  weaith ;  but  (ovakd  that  hö  was  ptoteeted  m  the 
dfty-dnie  by  s^veml  armecL  dome^iei,  and  ätciii|^ 
by  the  vigilance  of  a  faithful  dibg«  He'contthred^ 
howeveri  to  kill  the  dog  with  an  arrow,  and  imme* 
diately  afterwards  the  master^  wiä  wfaosö  uoney» 
he  returaed  to  the  lady.  He  fnfonned  her  diat  he 
had  accompHshed  bis  pnrpose ;  and  being  interro* 
gated  how  this  had  been  done  in  so  short  a  Space  of 
time,  he  related  all  that  had  happened.  The  lady 
desired)  before  die  marriage'shottld  talce  jdaee,  that 
he  would  go  to  the  spot  where  the  duke  wäsbnriedi 
%  himsdf  on  bis  tomb,  Itsten  to  wfaat  he  might 
hear»  and  then  report  it  to  her*^  .The  knigU 
anned  himself,  and  went  accor&gly.  '  In  the  mid«' 
die  of  the  night  he  heard  a  voiee  saying/  '  O  duke^ 
diat  liest  here,  what  askest  diou  diat  I  eaä  do  for 
äiee?'  The  smswer  was,  '  O  Jesus»  thou  upright 
ju^e,  all  diat  I  reqnire  is  venjgeiance  for  tdy  blood 
Qnjustly  spilt.'  The  voice  rejoined»  *  Thirty  yeanr 
Äom^dns  time  diy  wkh  shaÜ  be  fiäfilled/ 


kxäghti  ex^mäy  terrifi^'retunied  with  theticfwft  (9 
Xlie  lady«  She  r^ected  that  thirty  years  were  aloog 
{leriod,  and  resolyed  on  the  marriage.  During  th6 
^hole  of  th^  above  time  the  parties  xemained  in 
«  per&ot  ha^iness. 
:  "  Whea  the  thirty  years  were  nearly  elapsed,  t^ 
Ictttgbt  buüt  a  stroRg  Castle,  and  over  one  of  the 
glitte»  in  a  conspicuous  place,  .caused  the  foUowing 
}rct0e8>  to.be  written : 

*  In  my  distress,  religious  aid  I  sought : 
But  my  distress  relieved,  I  held  it  nought. 
The  wolf  was  sick,  a  lamb  he  seemed  to  be ; 
But  health  r^tored,  a  wolf  again  we  see*' 

Interrogated  as  to  the  meaning  of  these  enigma* 
|ical  lines,  the  knight  at  once  explained  them«  by 
rektiag  bis  own  story,  and  added,  that  in  eight  days 
tune  the  thirty  years  would  expire.  He  invited  all 
bis  friends  to  a  feast  at  that  period,  and  wh^  the 
^y  was  arrived,  the  guests  placed  at  table,  and  the 
mmsitrels  attuning  their  instruments  of  musici  a 
beauitiful  bird  flew  in  at'  the  window,  and  began  to 
sing  with  uncommon  sweetpess.  The  knight  lis« 
.  tened  attentively,  and  said,  *  I  fear  this  bird  prog* 
oMticates  min^tune.'    He  then  took  bis  bow,  and 
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«W  an  arrow  into  it,  in  presence  of  all  the  com* 
pany.  Instandy  the  Castle  divided  into  two 
parts»  and«  with  the  knight»  his  wife»  and  all  who 
were  in  it,  was  precipitatecl  to  the  lowest  depth  of 
^e  infernal  regions.  The  story  adds,  that  on  the 
q[K>t  where  the  Castle  stood,  there  is  now  a  spacious 
lake,  on  which  no  sübstance  whateVer  floats,  but  is 
immediately  plunged  to  the  bottom '." 

CHAPTER  LXXIX. 

"  The  dog  and  the  lamp,  in  this  story,  are  intro* 
duced  in  chap.  i.  of  the  other  GeHa,  but  the  tales 
have  nothing  dse  in  common'." — Doucb.  But  the 
fttfe  virgm  is  in  Tale  XXXV.  Vol.  IL,  and  the 
tborn  extracted  firom  the  lion's  foot,  in  Tale  XXIV. 
VoL  IL  The  protection  affi>rded  by  the  animal 
resembles  that  in  Tale  XXIX.  Vol.  IL— The  youth's 
subterranean  residence  seems  copied  from  the  story 
of  the  third  calendar  in  the  Arabian  Nights. 

1  From  Doaoe's  Abridgement  of  the  Oesia  Romanonm. 
9  The  dog  is  again  introdoced  in  Tale  XVII.  Vol.  I. 
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CHAPTER  LXXX. 

"  The  substance  of  this  «tory,"  says  Mr.  Douce, 
"  is  incorporated  with  the  old  bailad  of  *  A  wam- 
ing  Piece  to  England,  or  the  Fall  of  Queen  Elea- 
nor.'" — Coli,  qfold  BaHads,  Vol.  I.  No.  xiii. 

CHAPTER  LXXXII. 

''  There  dwelt  some  time  in  Rome  a  mighty  em* 
peror  and  a  merciful,  named  Menelay,  who  or- 
dained  such  a  law»  that  what  innocent  person  was 
taken  and  put  in  prison»  if  he  might  escape  and 
come  to  the  emperor's  palace,  he  should  be  there 
safe  from  all  manner  of  aecusations  against  him  in 
his  life  time.  It  'was  not  long  after»  but  it  befel»  that 
a  knight  was  accused,  wherefore  he  was  taken  and 
put  in  a  strong  and  dark  prison,  where  he  lay  along 
txme,  and  had  no  light  but  a  little  window,  where« 
,at  scant  light  shone  in,  that  lighted  him  to  eat  such 
simple  meat  as  th^  keeper  brought  him  :  wherefore 
he  moumed  gres^ly,  and  made  sorrow  that  he  was 
thus  fast  shut  tijp  from  the  sight  of  men.  Never- 
theless,  when  the  keeper  was  gone,  there  came  daily 
a  nightingale  in  at  the  window,   and  sung  füll 
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sweetly,  hj  wbose  song  this  woful  knightwaiofien* 
times  fed  with  joy,  and  when  the  bird  left  offiiiig« 
mg,  then  would  she  flye  into  the  knight's  bosome, 
and  there  this  knigbt  fed  her  many  a  day,  of  the 
▼ictual  that  6od  sent  bim.  It  befel  after  upon  a 
day,  that  the  knigbt  was  greatly  desohite  of  com- 
fort  Nevertbelessy  the  bird  that  täte  in  bis  bosome 
fed  upon  kemels  of  nuts,  and  thua  he  aaid  to  the 
bird,  sweet  bird,  I  have  tustained  thee  many  a  day, 
what  wilt  thou  give  me  now  in  my  desolation  to 
comfort  me  ?  Remember  tby  telf  weU,  how  that 
thou  art  the  creature  of  God,  and  so  am  I  also,  and 
dierefore  help  me  now  in  this  my  great  need. 

<'  When  the  bird  heard  this,  she  flew  forth  from 
hb  bosome,  and  tarried  from  bim  three  days,  but  the 
third  day  she  came  again,  and  brought  in  her  mouth 
a  precious  stone,  and  laid  it  in  the  knight's  bosom. 
And  when  she  had  so  done,  she  took  her  flight  and 
fiew  firom  bim  again.  The  knigbt  marvelled  at  the 
ttooe,  and  at  the  bird,  and  forth  with  he  took  the 
itone  in  bis  band,  and  touched  bis  gives  and  fet- 
ters therewith,  and  presently  they  feil  off.  And 
then  he  arose  and  touched  the  doors  of  the  prison, 
aiid  they  opened,  and  he  escaped,  and  ran  fiist  to 
the  emperor's  palace.  When  the  keeper  of  the  pri- 
lon  perceived  this,  he  blew  bis  hom  thiice^  and 

eft 
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Mised  up  all  the  folk  of  the  city,  and  led  them  forth, 
ciying  wkh  an  high  voice,  lo,  the  thief  is  gone, 
foUow  we  hün  all.  And  with  that  he  ran  befof e  all 
his  fellows  towards  the  knight.  And  when  he  came 
mgh  him,  the  knight  bent  his  bow,  and  shot  an  ar-* 
row,  wherewith  he  smote  the  keeper  in  the  lungSi 
and  slew  him,  and  then  ran  to  the  palace,  where  he 
found  succour  against  the  law." 

CHAPTER  XCIV. 

The  same  as  Tale  L.  Vol.  II.  and  Tale  LXIL 
VoL  II.    Not  observed  by  Mr.  Douce. 

CHAPTER  XCVIII. 

'*  In  Rome  some  time  dwelt  a  mighty  emperor, 
named  Martin,  which  for  entire  a£fection  kept  with 
him  his  brother*s  son,  whom  men  called  Fulgen- 
tius.  With  this  Martin  dwelt  also  a  knight  that 
was  Steward  of  the  empire»  and  unkle  unto  the 
emperor,  which  envied  this  Fulgentiusi  studying 
day  and  night  how  he  might  bring  the  emperor  and 
this  youth  at  debate.  Wherefore  the  Steward  on  a 
day  went  to  the  emperor,  and  saidi  My  lord,  qaoth 
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he«  I  that  am  your  true  servant,  am  bound  in  duty 
to  warn  your  highness,  i£  I  hear  any  thing  that 
tottcheth  your  faonour»  wberfore  I  have  sudi  things 
that  I  must  needs  utter  it  in  secret  to  your  majesty 
between  us  two.  Then  said  the  emperor,  good 
friend,  say  on  wbat  thee  liat* 

''  My  most  dear  lord,  (quoth  the  Steward)  Ful- 
goititts  your  Cousin  and  your  nigh  kinsman,  hath  de- 
fittued  you  wonderfully  and  shamefully  duroughout 
all  your  whole  empire,  saying  that  your  breadi 
atiiiketb»  and  that  it  is  death  to  him  to  senre  your 
eup.  Then  the  emperor  was  grievously^  diijdeasedt 
and  afanost  beside  himself  for  anger,  and  said  unto 
him  thus :  I  pray  diee  good  iriend  teD  me  the  rery 
truth,  if  that  my  breath  stinketh  as  he  saith.  My 
lord  (quoth  the  Steward)  ye  may  believe  me,  I 
never  perceived  a  sweeter  breath  in  my  days  than 
yours  is.  Then  said  the  emperor,  I  pray  thee  good 
firiend,  teil  me  how  I  may  bring  this  thing  to  good 
proof. 

"  The  Steward  answered  and  said:  My  Lord 
(quoth  he)  ye  shall  right  well  understand  the  truth ; 
for  to-morrow  next  when  he  serveth  you  of  your 
cup,  ye  shall^see  that  he  will  tum  away  his  face  from 
you,  because  of  your  breath,  and  this  is  the  most 
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certain  proof  that  may  be  had  of  this  Üiif^.  VerSj 
quoth  the  emperor,  a  truer  proof  cannot  be  had  of 
this  thing.  Therefore  anon  wben  ^e  Steward  heard 
this»  he  went  atreight  to  Fulgentius,  and  took  him 
aside,  saying  thus.  Dear  friend,  thou  art  nfeair 
kinsman  and  also  nephew  unto  my  lord  the  empe- 
ror,  therefore  if  thou  wilt  be  thankful  unto  me,  I 
will  teil  theo  of  a  &iilt  whereof  my  lord  die  emperor 
complaineth  oft,  and  thinks  to  put  thee  from  him 
(except  tt  be  the  sooner  amended)  and  diat  will  be 
a  great  reproof  to  thee.  Then  said  diis  Fulgentius. 
Ah  good  Sir,  for  bis  lore  that  died  upon  the  cross^ 
teil  me  why  my  lord  is  so  sore  moved  with  me,  for 
I  am  ready  to  amend  my  fault  in  all  that  I  can  or 
may,  and  for  to  be  ruled  by  your  discreet  counseL 
"  Thy  breath  (quoth  the  Steward)  stinketh  so  sore^ 
diat  bis  drink  doth  him  no  good,  so  grievous  unto 
him  is  the  stinking  breath  of  thy  mouth.  Then  said 
Fulgentius  unto  the  Steward  ?  Truly,  (bat  perceiyed 
I  never  tili  now  ;  but  what  think  ye  of  my  breath,  I 
pray  you  teil  ipe  the  very  truth  ?  Truly  (quoth  the 
Steward)  it  stinketh  greatly  and  foul.  And  this 
Fulgentius  believed  all  that  he  had  said,  and  was 
right  sorrowful  in  bis  mind,  and  prayed  the  Steward 
of  bis  counsel  and  help  in  this  woful  case.  Then  said 
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tbe  Steward  unto  bim»  if  that  thoa  wik  domy  coun- 
sel,  I  shall  bring  this  matter  to  a  good  conduakm» 
wlierefore  do  as  I  thall  teil  thee. 

**  I  Goimsel  thee  for  tbe  best,  and  also  warn  thee, 
that  when  thou  senreit  my  lord  the  emperor  of  bis 
cop,  that  thou  tum  diy  fSice  away  fiom  hmi»  ao  that 
he  may  not  smdl  thy  stinking  breath,  untfl  the  tirae 
that  thou  hast  provided  thee  of  some  remedy  tbere» 
fiure« 

''  Then  was  Fulgentius  right  glad,  and  sware  to 
hnn  that  he  would  do  by  bis  counsel. 

"  Not  l<Hig  after  it  befell  äuit  Ihn  young  man  Ful- 
gentius served  bis  lord  as  he  was  wont  to  do»  and 
therewith  suddenly  he  tumed  bis  £äce  from  the  htä 
die  empennr,  as  the  Steward  had  taught  bim« 

"  And  when  the  emperor  perceived  the  avoiding  of 
bis  head,  he  smote  this  young  Fulgentius  on  the  breast 
witJi  his  footy  and  said  to  bim  thus :  O  thou  lewd 
varlet ;  now  I  see  wdl  it  is  true  that  I  have  heardof 
thee»  and  therefore  go  thou  anon  out  of  my  siglit» 
that  I  may  see  thee  no  more  in  this  place.  And  with 
that  this  young  Fulgentius  wept  füll  sore»  and  avoided 
the  place»  and  went  out  of  his  sight« 

"  And  when  this  was  done,  the  emperor  called  unto 
Imn  his  Steward»  and  said»  How  may  I  rid  this  var* 
let  from  the  World»  that  thus  hath  de&med  me  f  My 
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most  dear  lord^  quoth  the  Steward»  right  wftU  ymi 
shall  have  your  intent. 

"  For  here  beside»  within  theie  three  miles,  ye  haVe 
brickfinakers,  which  daily  make  great  fire,  fbr  to 
bum  brick,  and  also  they  make  lime,  therefore  my 
lord»  send  to  them  this  night»  charge  tbem  upoa 
{lain  of  death,  that  whosoever  cometh  to  them  first 
in  the  meniing,  saying  to  them  thus,  My  lord  cmn« 
mandeth  them  to  fulfil  his  will,  that  they  take  him 
and  Gast  hhn  into  the  furnace,  and  burn  hkn :  and 
this  night  command  you  this  Fulgentius,  that  he  go 
early  in  the  morning  to  your  workmen,  and  that  he 
ask  dtem  whether  they  have  Mfilled  your  will  wbich 
ihey  were  commanded,  or  not ;  and  then  shall  they, 
aceording  to  your  OMaamandment,  cast  him  into  the 
foe,  and  thus  shall  he  die  an  evil  death. 

*VSurely  quoth  the  emperor,  thy  counsel  i&  good, 
therefore  call  tQ  me  that  varlet  Fulg^tius.  And 
when  the  young  man  was.come  to  the  emperor'spre» 
sence,  he  said  to  him  thus,  I  charge  thee  upon  pain 
of  death,  that .  thou  rise  early  in  the  morning,  and 
go  to  the  bumers  of  lime  and  brick,  and  that  thou 
be  with  them  early  before  the  sun  rise,  three  miles 
from  this  house,  and  charge  them  in  my  behalf,  that 
they  fulfil  my  commandmentt  or  eise  they  shall  di<^ 
a  most  shameM  death^ 
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"  Then  spake  this  Fulg^itins.  My  Lord,  if  Ood 
send  ne  my  life,  I  shall  iiilfil  youv  will,  wex«  it  that 
i  go  to  the  world's  end« 

' "  When  Fülgentius  had  this  chargßy  he  coiüd  not 
deep  for  thought»  that  he  must  rise  eaily  to  fulfil 
his  IorPs  eommandmeht.  The  emperor  about  imd- 
night  sent  a  messenger  on  horseback  imto  his  brid&« 
makers,  eommanding,  that  upon  pain  of  death,  that 
whosoever  came  to  them  first  in  the  morning,  aay* 
mg  unlo  them  (as  is  befinre  rehearaed)  they  ahould 
take  him  and  bind  him,  and  cast  him  into  the  fire» 
and  bnin  him  to  the  bare  bones«  > 

"  The  brick-makers  answered  and  sud^  it  should  be 
done.  Th«a  the  messenger  retums  home  again,  and 
told  the  emperor  that  Ins.  commandment  should  be 
dÜigently  fulfilled. 

'^  Early  in  the  morning  following,  Fülgentius  arose 
and  prepared  him  towards  his  way,  and  as  he  went, 
lie  heard  a  bell  ring  to  Service,  wherefore  he  went 
to  hear  service^  and  after  the  end  of  serdoe  he  feil 
asleep,  and  ihere  slept  a  long  while  so  soundly,  that 
die  priestj  nor  n(me  other,  might  awake  him. 

^  The  Steward  desiring  inwardly  to  hear  of  his 
death,  about  two  of  the  dock  he  went  to  the  work- 
men,  ai[d  said  unto.them  thns.  Sirs  (quoth  he)  have 
ye  done  the  emperor's  commandment  or  no.? 

ei 
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**  The  brick-maken  answered  him  and  said.  No 
troly-,  we  have  not  yet  done  bis  commandmenl»  bttt 
it  sball  be  done,  and  with  that  they  hdd  hands  on 
bim.  Then  cried  tbe  Steward,  and  said»  Good  sirs 
save  my  life,  for  tbe  emperor  ccnnmanded  tbat  Fnl- 
gentius  sbould  be  put  to  death.  Tben  said  they,  the 
meMenger  told  us  not  so,  but  he  bad  us,  tbat  wbo* 
soever  came  first  in  the  morning,  saying  as  youhave 
said,  that  we  should  take  him,  and  cast  him  into  the 
furnace,  and  burn  him  to  ashes :  and  with  that  they 
threw  him  into  the  fire. 

**  And  when  he  was  bumt,  Fulgentius  came  to  them 
and  said :  Good  sirs,  have  you  done  my  lord's  com- 
mandment,  yea,  soothly,  said  they,  and  therefore  go 
ye  again  to  the  emperor,  and  teil  him  so.  Then 
said  Fulgentius,  for  Christas  love  tdl  me  that  com- 
mandment. 

**  We  had  in  commandment  said  they,  upon  pain 
of  death,  that  whosoever  came  to  us  first  in  the 
morning,  and  said  like  as  thou  hast  said,  that  wt 
should  take  him  and  cast  him  into  the  furnace :  But 
before  thee,  came  the  Steward,  and  therefore  on  him 
have  we  fulfilled  the  emperor's  commandment,  now 
he  is  burnt  to  the  bare  bones. 

*'  When  Fulgentius  heard  this,  he  thanked  God» 
that  he  had  so  preserved  him  from  death,  dierefore  he 
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took  bis  leave  oi  the  workmen,  and  went  again  to 
thepalace. 

''  When  the  emp^or  saw  hmii  he  was  almost  dia« 
trict  of  his  wits  for  anger,  and  thua  he  said.  Haaft 
thou  been  with  the  brick-makers»  and  fiilfilled  my 
commandment  ?  Soothly  my  gracioua  Lord  I  have 
been  there,  bat  ere  I  came  there,  yoor  CQmmand- 
ment  was  Mfilled.  How  may  that  be  tniei  quoth 
the  emperor  ? 

"  Forsooth,  said  Fulgentios,  the  Steward  came  to 
them  afore  me,  and  said  that  I  should  have  said»  so 
they  took  him  and  threw  bim  into  the  fumace»  and 
if  I  had  come  any  eariier»  so  would  they  have  done 
to  me,  and  ther^re  I  thank  God,  that  be  hath  pre* 
served  me  from  death. 

"  Then  said  the  emperor,  teil  me  the  truth  of  such 
questions  as  I  shall  demand  of  thee.  Then  said  Ful* 
gäitius  to  the  emperor :  You  never  found  me  in  any 
fidshood,  and  therefore  I  greatly  wonder  why  ye 
have  ordained  such  a  death  üa  me?  for  well  ye 
know,  that  I  am  ybur  own  brother's  son«  Then 
said  the  emperor  to  Fulgentius :  It  is  no  wonder»  for 
that  death  I  ordained  for  thee»  through  counsel  of 
the  Steward,  because  thou  didst  defame  me  through- 
out  all  my  empire,  saying,  that  my  breath  did  stink 
80  grievously,  that  it  was  deadi  to  thee»  and  in 
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token  thereof  thou  tunDedst  away  thy  &ce  when  thoa 
servedst  me  of  niy  cup,  and  that  I  saw  wiüi  mine 
eyes  ;  and  for  this  cause  I  ovdained  for  thee  such  a 
death ;  and  yet  thou  shalt  die,  except  I  hear  a  bettet 
excuse. 

"  Then  answered  Fulgentius,  andsaid;  Ah  dear 
lord,  if  it  might  please  your  highness  for  to  hear  me.. 
I  shall  shew  youa  subtile  and  deceitfurimaginatioD* 
Say  on,  quoth  the  emperor. 

**  The  Steward  (quoth  Fidgentiüs)  ^atis  now  dead, 
came  to  me  and  said,  that  ye  told  unto  him  that  my 
breaüi  did  stink,  and  thereupon.  he  coiinselled  xne^ 
that  when  I  -served  you  pf  your  cup,  I  should  turn 
my  face  away,  I  take  God  to  witness,  I  lie  not. 

''  When  the  emperor  heard  this,  he  believed  him» 
and  Said.  O^  ray  nephew,  now  I  see,  through  the 
right  wise  judgment  of  God,  the  Steward  is  bumt^ 
and  his.  own  wickedness  and  envy  is  fallen  ou  him- 
self,  for  he  ordained  this  malice  against  thee,  and 
therefqre  thou  art  mach  bpund  to  AJmighty  God, 
that  hath  preserved'thee  üovß  death*. 

1  On  this  Story  Schiller  seems  to  fa^^Te  fonnded  bis  legend  of 
«  Fridolin,  or  the  Road  to  the  Iron  Foiindery/'  latdj  tnmslattd 
by  Mr.  Cdlier.  In  Schiller  the  cause  of  the  yootb's  parposed^e*- 
^traotion  iBJeakmsjf  nudignantly  e[xcit(e4in  the  miiid  of  his  mastez^ 
by  Robert  the  Pontsmui. 
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"  This  Story  may  have  cBme  firom  the  East«  (See 
Scott's  Tales  from  the  Ardbic  and  Peniaiß^  p.  5S^ 
where  there  is  an  exceUent  stoi^,  of  similar  con- 
straction.)  It  is  likewise  extremely  well  related  in 
the  Contes  devots,  or  Miracles  of  the  Firgkit  (Le 
Grand,  FabUaux^  y.  74.)  and  in  other  places«"—- 
DoucE. 

Bnt  the  tenniBttidMi,  and  moft  of  the  principal  drcimittaiicet  of 
the  Story  are  sioiilar«    H^e  theo  arises  a  prettj  strMig  ioference 
that  Mr.  Donoe's  opinions  relativ«  to  what  he  terms  the  EftgKsk 
GtstUf  are  not  altogetfaer  accorate.     Wbepce  had  Sebfller  thia 
itiffj,  if  not  from  the  Gesta?    And  if  from  theneeaeepjofhwaa 
probab^  in  hiß  poitessirä.    The  resemblanoe  ii  too  cloae  to  sop- 
pose  it  fanushed  by  tradition  when  there  were  aotnallj  soTera] 
printed  or  MS.  copies.     And  even  in  that  view,  it  opposes 
the  idea  of  an  EngUtk  origin,   which  ii  the  hjrpothesis  of .  Mr. 
Doope.    Snob  are  mj  sentimenti ;  the  following  is  the  accoont 
given  bj  Mr.  Collier.    "  Not  long  snbseqi^nt  to  the  first  publie«- 
tion  of  *  Tndcüa/  it  became  so.  great  a  faTonrite  throngboat  Ger- 
nanj,  tiiat  it  was  converted  into  a  fiye  act  plaj,  bj  Holbeb,  the 
director  of  the  theatre  at  Pragae ;  and  dnring  the  fifteen  years  that 
foU.owed„  it  was  represented  on  most  of  the  oontinental  «taget, 
'with  great  saccess,  other  aathors  making  ose  of  the  same  storj. 
It  was  also  set  to  masic  bj  C.  F.  Weber,  master  of  the  chapel  at 
Berlin,  and  in  this  thvpe  it  was  extremdj  populär.  Mr.  Boettiger 
iofonas  ns,  that  the  origin  of  the  story  UwnAUaHan  CnMÜtson,  which 
Schiller  leamt  when  at  Manheim.    The  probable  adherence  to  this 

VoOusage,  as  fiur  as  was  at  all  conTonient,  will  acoonnt  for  the 
mode  in.  which  the  anthor  has  treated  some  incident«.    We  know 

of  no  similar  narraÜTOj  or  b|Jlad,  in  £Bgli^."---J{eiiarfo  on  *  Frir 

doHn,*  p.  37, 
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CHAPTER  C. 

The  commencement  of  this  story  is  in  Tale  XXIV. 
Vol.  II.    Not  observed  by  Mr.  Douce '. 


CHAPTER  CL 

'*  In  Rome  dwelt  some  time  a  migbty  emperor^ 
named  Manelay,  wbicb  had  wedded  the  king's 
daughter  of  Hungaria,  a  fair  lady,  and  gracious  ia 
all  her  works,  especially  she  was  mercifuL  On  a 
time,  as  the  emperor  lay  in  bis  bed,  he  bediought 
hinit  that  he  would  go  and  visit  the  tloly  Land. 
And  on  the  morrow  he  called  to  him  the  empress  hi$ 
wife,  and  hia  own  only  brotber,  and  thus  he  said ; 
Dear  lady,  I  may  not,  nor  will  not  hide  from  you 
the  privities  of  my  heart,  I  purpose  to  visit  the  Holy 
Land,  wherefore  I  ordain  thee  principally  to  be  lady 
and  governess  over  all  my  empire,  and  all  my  peo* 
ple ;  and  under  thee  I  ordain  here  my  brother  to  be 
thy  Steward,  for  to  provide  all  things  may  be  profit^ 
able  to  my  empire  and  my  people. 

1  These  omifsumt  ef  Mr.  Donoe,  it  is  presamedi  indkate  a  less 
eonsiderable  yariation  than  he  snpposed ;  while,  at  the  same  time^ 
ih^  go  a  great  way  to  prore  the  fwo  GestasofM. 
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**  Then  said  the  empressy  sith  it  will  no  otherwise 
be,  but  (hat  needs  tbou  wilt  go  to  visit  the  city  of 
Jerosalein,  I  shall  be  in  your  absence  as  tnie  as  any 
turtle  that  hath  lost  her  mate ;  for  as  I  believe,  ye 
shay  not  escape^ence  with  your  life. 

"  The  emperor  anon  coroforts  her  with  fair  words^ 
and  kissed  her,  an4  after  that  took  bis  leave  of  her 
and  all  others,  and  went  toward  the  city  of  Jeru- 
salem. 

"And  anon  afler  the  emperor  was  gone»  bis  bro* 
ther  became  so  proud,  that  he  oppressed  poor  men 
and  robbed  rieh  men ;  and  he  did  worse  than  this, 
for  he  daily  stirred  the  empress  to  commit  sin  with 
bim ;  but  she  ever  answered  again  as  a  holy  and  de- 
Tout  woman;  nevertheless  tbis  knight  would  not 
leave  with  tbis  answer,  but  ever  when  he  found  her 
alone,  he  made  bis  complaint  to  her»  and  stirred  her 
by  all  the  ways  that  be  could  to  sin« 

"  When  tbis  lady  saw  that  he  would  not  cease  for 
any  answer,  nor  would  not  amend  bimself ;  when 
she  saw  her  time,  she  called  to  her  three  or.four  of 
the  worthiest  men  of  the  empire,  and  said  to  them 
thu8 :  It  is  not  unknown  to  you,  that  my  lord  the 
emperor  ordained  me  principal  governor  of  tbis  em- 
pire, and  also  he  ordained  bis  brodier  to  be  Steward 
'under  me,  and  that  he  should  do  nothing  witbout  my 
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eounsely  but  he  doth  all  the  contrary ;  for  fae  op- 
presseth  greatly  poor  men,  and  likewise  robbeth  the 
rieh  men ;  yet  he  would  do  more  than  this  if  he 
might  have  his  intent ;  wherefore  I  command  you  m 
my  lord's  name,  that  you  bind  him  fast,  and  cast 
him  into  prison. 

**  Then  said  they,  soothly  he  hath  done  many  erü 
deeds  since  our  lord  the  emperor  went,  therefore 
we  be  ready  to  obey  your  commandmentSy  but  in 
this  matter,  you  must  answer  for  us  to  our  lord  the 
emperor. 

"  Then  said  she,  Dread  ye  not,  if  my  lord  knew 
what  he  had  done  as  well  as  I,  he  would  put  him  to 
the  fpulest  death  that  could  be  thought.  Imme- 
diately  these  men  laid  hands  on  him,  and  bound  him 
fast  with  iron  chains,  and  put  him  in  prison,  where 
he  lay  long  time  after,  tili  at  the  last  it  fbrtuned, 
there  came  tidings  that  the  emperor  was  Coming 
home,  and  had  obtained  great  renown  and  victory. 
When  his  brother  heard  of  his  coming,  he  said, 
Would  to  God  my  brother  might  not  find  me  in  pri- 
son, for  if  he  do,  he  will  enquire  the  cause  of  my 
imprisonment  of  the  empress,  and  she  will  teil  him 
all  the  truth  how  I  moved  her  to  commit  sin,  and  so 
for  her  I  shall  have  no  favour  of  my  brother,  but 
Ipse  my  life ;  this  know  I  well :  therefore  it  shaU  not 
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be  so.  Theo  sent  he  a  messenger  unto  the  empress, 
prajring  her  that  she  would  youchsafeto  come  to  tfae 
pri8on«-door,  that  he  migfat  speak  a  word  or  two  with 
her. 

**  The  empress  came  to  him,  and  enquired  of  him 
what  he  would  have.  He  answered  and  said,  O 
lady,  have  mercy  upon  me,  for  if  the  emperor  my 
brother  find  me  in  prison,  then  shall  I  die  without 
any  remedy. 

"  Then  said  the  empress,  if  I  might  know  that  thou 
wöiddst  be  a  good  man,  and  leave  thy  foUy,  thou 
diduldest  find  grace.  Then  did  he  promise  her  as« 
suredly  to  be  true,  and  to  amend  all  his  trespasa. 
When  he  had  dius  promised,  the  empress  ddifrer'd 
him  anon,  and  made  him  to  be  bathed  and  shaTen« 
and  apparelled  him  worthily,  according  to  his  State, 
and  then  she  said  thüs  to  him ;  Now  good  brother 
take  thy  steed,  and  come  with  nie,  that  we  may  meet 
n^  lord.  He  answered  and  said,  lady,  I  am  ready 
to  fulfil  your  will  and  commandment  in  all  things ; 
and  then  the  empress  took  him  with  her,  and  many 
other  knights,  and  so  rode  forth  to  meet  the  empe- 
ror :  and  as  they  rode  together  by  the  way,  they  saw 
a  great  hart  run  before  them,  wherefore  every  man, 
with  such  hounds  as  they  had,  chased  him  on  horse- 
back;  so  that  with  th^  empress  was  leftnocreaturoi, 
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save  only  the  emperor's  brother,  who  sedng  that  no 
man  was  there  but  tbey  two,  thus  be  said  unto  the 
empress ;  Lo,  lady>  bere  is  beside  a  private  forrest» 
and  long  it  is  ago  tbat  I  spake  to  thee  of  love. 

*^  Tben  said  the  empress,  Ab  fool»  wbat  may  this 
be  ?  Yesterday  I  delivered  tbee  out  of  prison  npcm 
tby  promise,  in  hope  of  amendment,  and  now  thou 
art  returned  to  tby  foUy  again ;  wberefore  I  say  imto 
tbee,  as  I  bave  said  before.  Tben  said  be,  if  thou 
wilt  not  consent  unto  me,  I  shall  bang  tbee  bere 
upon  a  tree  in  tbis  forrest,  wbere  no  man  shall  find 
tbee,  and  so  sbalt  tbou  die  an  eVil  deatb»  Tbe  em- 
press answered  meekly,  and  said,  Tbougb  tbou  smite 
off  my  bead,  *or  put  me  to  deatb  witb  all  manner  of 
torments,  tbou  sbalt  never  bave  my  consent  to  such 
asin. 

''  Wben  be  beard  this,  be  unclotbed  ber  all  save  her 
smock,  and  banged  ber  up  by  tbe  baur  upon  a  tree, 
and  tied  ber  steed  before  ber,  and  so  rode  to  bis 
fellows,  and  toM  tbem  tbat  a  great  bost  of  men  met 
bim,  and  took  tbe  empress  away  frombim,  and 
'wbesa  be  bad  told  tbem  tbis,  tbey  made  all  great 
sorrow. 

"  It  befell  on  tbe  tbird  day  after,  tbere  came  an  earl 
to  bunt  in  tbat  forrest,  and  aa  be  rode  beating  tbe 
busbes,  be  onkennelled  a  fox,  wbom  bis  botmds  fol* 
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lowed  fast,  tili  they  came  near  the  tree  where  the 
empress  hanged.  And  when  the  dogt  smelt  the 
savou^  of  the  empress,  they  left  the  fox,  and  ran 
towards  the  tree  as  £aai  they  could. 

"  The  earl  seeing  this,  wondred  gready,  and  spur- 
ring  his  horse,  foUowed  them  tili  he  came  nvfiere  the 
empress  hanged.  When  the  earl  saw  her  thus  hang- 
ing, he  maryelled  greatly,  forasmudi  as  she  was 
right  fiiir  and  beautiful  to  behold;  wherefore  he 
said  unto  her  in  this  manner- wise :  O  woman,  wha 
art  thou?  and  of  what  country?  and  wherefore 
haiigest  thou  here  in  this  manner  ? 

*'  The  empress  that  was  not  yet  fiiDy  dead,  but  at 
point  ready  to  die,  answered  and  said,  I  am,  quodi 
she,  a  Strange  woman,  and  am  come  out  of  a  far 
country,  but  how  I  came  hither,  God  knoweth. 
Theo  answered  the  earl  and  said,  whose  horse  is 
tfais  that  standest  by  thee  bound  to  this  tree  ?  Then 
answered  the  lady  and  said,  that  it  was  hers.  When 
tbe  earl  heard  this,  he  saw  weU  that  she  was  a  gen- 
dewoman,  and  come  of  noble  lineage,  wherefore  he 
was  the  rather  moved  with  pity,  and  said  unto  her : 
0  fair  lady,  thou  seemest  of  gende  blood,  and 
therefore  I  purpose  to  deliver  thee  from  this  mis- 
Chief,  if  thou  wilt  promise  to  go  with  me,  and  nou« 
rish  my  fair  young  daughter,  and  teach  her  at  home- 
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iB  my  Castle,  for  I  have  no  child  but  only  her,  and 
if  thou  keep  her  well  thou  shalt  have  a  good  reward 
for  thy  labour.  Then  said  she :  As  far  forth  as  I 
can  or  may,  I  shall  fulfil  your  intent.  And  when 
she  had  thüs  promised  faim,  he  took  her  down  off 
the  tree,  and  led  her  home  to  his  casde,  and  gave 
her  the  keeping  of  his  daughter  that  he  loved  so 
much,  and  she  was  cherished  so  well,  that  she  ky 
every  night  in  the  earl's  Chamber»  and  bis  daughter 
with  her :  and  in  the  Chamber  every  night  there 
bumed  a  lamp,  which  hanged  between  the  empresses 
bed  and  the  earl's  bed.  This  lady  behaved  herseif 
so  gently,  that  she  was  beloved  of  every  creature. 
There  was  at  that  time  in  the  EarFs  house  a  Steward« 
which  much  loved  this  empress,  and  often  spake  to 
her  of  his  love«  But  she  answered  him  again  and 
said,  Know  ye,  dear  friend,  for  a  certainty,  that  I  will 
never  love  any  man  in  such  manner-wise,  but  only 
him  whom  I  am  greatly  bound  to  love  by  God's 
conunandment. 

**  Then  said  the  Steward,  Then  thou  wilt  not  con- 
sent unto  me  ?  Sir,  quoth  she,  what  need  you  any 
more  to  ask  such  things  ?  The  vow  that  I  have  made, 
I  will  truly  keep,  and  holdby  the  grace  of  God. 

"  And  when  the  Steward  heard  thisihe  wenthis  way 
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kgreat  wrath  ändanger,  thinking  withm  himBdf,  if 
Imay,  I  shall  berevenged  on  thee. 

"  It  befel  upon  a  night  within  a  short  timeaftery 
that  the  earFs  Chamber  door  was  forgotten,  and  left 
uQshut,  which  the  Steward  had  anon  perceived :  and 
when  they  were  all  asleep,  he  went  and  espied  by  the 
light  of  the  lamp  where  the  empress  and  the  young 
maiden  lay  together,  and  with  that  he  drew  out  bis 
knife,  and  cut  the  throat  of  the  earl's  daughter 
and  put  the  knife  into  the  empresses  band,  sbe.being 
asleep,  and  nothing  knowing  thereof,  to  the  intent, 
that  when  the  Bari  awaked  he  should  think  that  she 
kad  cut  bis  daughter's  throat,  and  so  woukL  she  be 
put  to  a  shameful  death  for  bis  mischievous  deed*. 
And  when  the  damsel  was  thus  slain,  and  thebloody 
knife  in  the  empresses  band,  the  coüntess  awaked 
out  of  her  sleep,  and  saw  by  the  light  of  the  lamp 
liie  bloody  knife  in  the  empresses  band,  wherefore 
ske  was  almost  out  of  her  wits,  and  said  to  the  early 
0  my  lord,  bebold  in  yonder  lady*s  band  a  wonder- 
M  thing. 

"  Theearl  awaked,  and looked  toward  the  empresses 
bed ;  and  saw  the  bloody  knife,  as  the  coüntess  had 
said :  wberefore  he  was  greatly  moved,  and  cried  to 
ker,  and  said,  Awake,  woman,  out  of  thy  sieep,  what 
thing  is  this  that  I  see  in  thy  band :  Then  the  em- 

*  ThUineideiit  will  remind  the  reader  of  a  similar  mie  in  Macbeth. 
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^ress  through  bis  cry  awaked  out  of  her  Aeep,  and 
in  her  waking  the  knife  feil  out  of  her  haad,  and  with 
that  she  looked  ^by  her,  and  fbnnd  the  earFs  daugb- 
ter  dead  by  her  side,  and  all  the  bed  besprinkkd 
with  blood,  wherefore  with  an  high  voice  she  cried, 
and  Said,  Alasl  alas!  and  wo  is  me,  mylord'» 
daughter  is  slain. 

"  Then  cried  the  countess  unto  the  earl  with  a 
piteous  voice,  and  said,  O  my  lord,  let  this  devilish 
womanbe  put  to  the  foulestdeath  that  can  be  thought, 
whieh  thus  hath  slain  our  only  child. 

^'  Then  when  the  countess  had  s^  thus  to  the  earl, 
he  Said  to  the  empress  in  this  wise ;  The  high  God 
knoweth  that  thou  mischievous  woman,  hast  slain 
my  daughter  with  thine  own  hands,  for  I  saw  the 
bloody  knife  in  thy  band,  and.  therefore  thou  shalt 
die  a  foul  death.  Then  said^the  earl  in  this  wise :  O 
thou  woman,  were  it  not  I  dread  God  greatly,  I 
ahould  cleave  thy  body  with  my  sword  in  two  parts, 
for  I  delivered  thee  from  hanging,  and  now  thou 
hast  slain  my  daughter;  nevertheless,  forme  thou 
shalt  have  no  barm,  therefore  go  thy  way  out  of  this 
dty,  without  any  delay,  for  if  I  find  thee  here  after 
this  day,  thou  shalt  die  a  most  cruel  death. 

^'  Then  arose  this  woful  empress,  and  put  on  her 
cloaths,  and  after  leap'd  on  her  palfrey,  and  rode  to- 
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ward  the  east  alone  withoat  aoy  lafe  conduct ;  and 
as  she  rode  thus»  mouming  by  the  way»  she  eq[»ied  on 
theleft  aide  of  the  way  a  pair  of  gallowt»  and  «even 
officera  leading  a  man  to  be  hangedy  wherefi»e  she 
was  mo¥ed  with  great  pity»  and  amote  her  hone  with 
her  stick,  and  rode  to  thenii  praying  that  she  might 
redeem  that  misdoer  if  he  might  be  saved  firom  deatb 
byany  means. 

"  Then  said  they,  lady,  it  pleaseth  us  well  that  you 
redeem  him.  Anon  the  empress  accorded  with  them 
and  paid  bis  ranaom»  and  he  was  delivered. 

"  Then  said  she  to  bim :  Now  my  good  friend  be 
tnie  unto  metill  thou  die»  sith  I  have  delivered  thee 
from  deatb. 

"  On  my  soul  (quoth  be)  I  promise  you  ever  to  be  ' 
true.  And  wben  he  had  thns  said»  be  fc^wed  the 
lady  stiU,  tili  they  came  m'gh  a  city,  and  thea  said 
the  empress  to  him :  Gkx>d  friend,  quoth  she,  go 
forth  thy  way  afore  me  into  the  city,  and  see  thou 
take  up  for  us  an  honest  lodging,  for  there  I  purpose 
to  rest  awhile.  Her  man  went  forth  as  she  com- 
manded,  and  took  up  her  a  good  lodging,  and  an 
bmiest,  wbere  she  abode  a  long.time«  Wben  the 
men  of  the  city  perceived  her  beauty,  they  wondred 
greatly ;  wherefore  many  of  them  craved  of  her  un- 
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kwfid  love,  but  all  was  in  vain,  for  they  might  not 
speed  in  any  wise. 

'  "  It  fortuned  afler  upon  a  day,  that  there  came  a 
ship  füll  of  merchandifle,  and  arrived  in  the  haven  of 
that  city.  When  the  lady  heard  this,  she  said  unto 
her  servant :  Go  to  the  ship,  and  see  if  there  be  any 
cloth  for  my  use, 

*'  Her  servant  went  forth  to  the  ship  whereas  he 
found  many  very  fiiie  cloths  t  wherefore  he  pray'd 
the  master  of  the  ship^  that  he  would  come  to  the  dty 
and  speak  with  bis  lady.  The  master  granted  bim, 
and  so  the  servant  came  home  to  bis  lady  before,  and 
wamed  her  of  the  Coming  of  the  master  of  the  ship. 
Soon  after  the  master  of  the  ship  came  and  saluted 
her  courteously,  and  the  lady  received  bim  accord- 
ing  to  bis  degree,  praying  bim  that  she  might  bave 
for  her  money  such  cloth  as  might  be  profitable  for 
her  wearing.  Then  he  granted  that  she  sbould  bave 
any  thing  that  liked  her,  and  soon  they  were  agreed, 
wherefore  the  servant  went  immediately  again  with 
the  master  of  the  ship  for  the  cloth.  And  when  they 
were  both  witbin  on  ship-board^  the  master  said  to 
tlie  lady*s  servant :  My  dear  friend,  to  thee  I  would 
open  my  mind,  if  I  might  trust  to  thee,  and  if  thou 
help  me,  thou  shalt  bave  of  me  a  great  reward. 
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**  Then  answeredbe  and  said :  I  shall  (qnoth  he)  be 
sworn  to  thee  to  keep  thy  counsel,  and  fiilfil  thin^ 
intent  as  far  fortb  as  I  can. 

'*  Then  said  the  master  of  the  sbip,  I  love  thy  lady 
mote  than  I  can  teil  thee,  for  her  beauty  and  feature 
18  so  exceUent,  that  I  would  give  for  the  love  of  her» 
aO  the  gold  that  I  have :  and  if  I  may  obtain  the  love 
of  her  througb  thy  help,  I  will  give  thee  wbatsoever 
titou  wilt  desire  of  me* 

"  Then  said  the  lady's  servant,  teil  me  by  what 
means  I  may  best  help  thee.  Then  said  die  master 
of  the  ship,  go  home  to  thy  lady  again»  and  te]l  her» 
that  I  will  not  deliver  to  thee  the  doth  except  she 
come  herseif ;  and  do  thou  but  bring  her  to  my  ship, 
and  if  the  wind  be  good  and  fit,  then  I  purpose  to 
lead  her  away.  Thy  counsel  is  good,  quoth  the  lady's 
servant,  therefore  give  me  some  reward,  and  I  shall 
fulfil  thy  desire. 

**  Now  when  he  had  reeeived  bis  reward,  he  went 
againto  the  lady,  and  told  her«  thatby  no  means  the 
master  of  the  ship  would  deliver  bim  the  doth,  ex- 
cept she  came  to  bim  herseif. 

**  The  lady  believed  her  servant,  and  went  to  the 
ship.  Now  when  she  was  within  the  sbip-board,  her 
servant  abode  wit&out 
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"  Whc«  the  mastersaw  thatshe  was  witbin  tbe  ship, 
a«d  4^e  wiÄdwas<good,litß  drew  trpthe  sail  and  sailed 
forth. 

"  Whe»  the  fedy  perceivedthis,  thus  she  said  to  the 
Alfter :  O  master  (quoth  she)  what  treason  is  this 
Ü\o\i  hast  done  to  me?  The  master  answeredand 
sftid:  eertamlyit  is  so,  that  I  tntist  needs  ♦  •  *  * 
espouse  thee.  O  good^ir,  quoth  she,  I  have  raade 
a  vow,  that  I  shall  never  do  such  a  thing  ♦  *  »  ♦ 
Soothly,  quoth  he,  if  you  will  not  grant  ine  with 
yoiur  good  wiH,  I  will  cast  you  out  into  the  midst  of 
the  sea,  and  tbere  shall  ye  die  anevil  death :  Ifit  be 
so,  quoth  slie,  thät  I  must  needs  consent,  or  eise  die, 
iwst  I  pray  thee  to  prepare  a  private  place  in  the 
end  of  the  ship,  whereas  I  may  fUlfil  thine  intent 
ere  I  die,  and  also  I  pray  thee,  that  I  may  say  my 
prayerstmto-the'father  of  heaven,  diat  he  may  have 
mercy  on  me. 

"  The  mastcrbelieved  her,  tvherefore  he  did  ordain 
heracaWbhi  in  the  end  of  the  ship,  wherern  she 
kneetedxlown  on  bodi  her  knees  aiid  made  herpray- 
ers,  saying  on  this  wise :  O  thou  my  Lotd  God, 
thou  iiast  kfept  mö  frOöi  my  youth  in  cleanness,  iceep 
meiiow  *  '*'*  *  *  so  that  I  may  cfver  serve  ther 
with  a  clean  heart  and  mind,  atrd  let  not  this  wicked 


man  prevaS  widi  me,  nor  any  other  tte  Mke  miäktA^^ 
Aess  come  nigh  ine.    When  she  had  ended  Jitr  pray*. 
en,  th^re  arose  snddeidj  a  great  tempest  iq  dieMa,: 
sodiatthe  riiip  aD  brast,  and  id  ihat  were  dieve» 
perished,  aave  the  lady ;  tmd  slie  caogkt  a  eable 
and  saved  lieneUv  and  die  master  eaugbt  aboaid  of 
die  sbip  and  sMred  himaelf,  ükewise ;  üereiiKelaMy' 
she  knew  not  of  Um,  nor  he  of  her,  fer^diey  wm» 
driren  to  divers  coasts.    Tfae  ladj  laaded  in  her 
own  empire  near  to  a  rieh  inty,  wherein  she  was  ho-> 
nourably  received,  and  »helived  so  holy  a  Uit,  tkat 
6od  gave  her  graee  and  power  to  heal  sick  felk  of 
all  manner  of  diseases ;  wherefore  tbere^saiato  muoh: 
people  to  her,  botli  crooked,  blind,  and  lame,  and 
every  man  througfa  ^e  grace  of  God,  and  her  good 
endeavonr  ^as  healed,  -wherefiyre  her  näme  was 
known  thro'  diuers  regions.    Neverthdess,  she  was 
not  known  as  the  empress.    At  the  sm^e  time  the 
emperor's  brother,  diat  'had  hanged  her  before  by 
die  hair,  was  smitten  wrth  ä  foul  leprosi^.    The  - 
kmgfat  that  nlew  the  earl's  danght^,  and  put  the = 
bloody  knife  in  her  band,  wäs^  blind,  deaf,  and  had 
the  palsie.    .'The  tluef  Aat  betrayed  her  to  ^' 
üaster  of  the  sbip,  was  lame  andiull  tyftfae  cramp 
and  the  mäster  öf  the  ühip  d&traught  of  Insf  wies. 
"  When  the  emperor  heard  that  «o  faoly  a  vornan 
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was  iü  tbe  ci^»  he  called  liis  brother,  and  said  to 
faim  tfaus :  60  we  dear  brotber  unto  this  holy  wq« 
man  that  is  dwelling  in  tbis  ci^,  tbat  sbe  may  beal 
th^  oftby  leprosie.  Would  to  God,  O  noble  bro- 
ther  (quo^  he)  tbat  I  were  healed.  Anon  tbe-em* 
peror  witb  bis  brother  went  toward  tbe  city.  Then 
viben  tbe  Citizens  beard  of  bis  Coming,  they  receivfid 
Idm  bonourably  witb  procession  and  all  provision 
befitting  bis  estate.  And  then  tbe  emperor  en« 
quired  of  tbe  Citizens,  if  any  such  holy  woman 
were  among  them,  tbat  could  beal  sick  folk  of  their 
diseases.  Tbe  Citizens  answered  and  said,  that  such 
anone  there  was.  Now  at  tbesametime,  wascome 
to  tbe  same  city,  tbe  knight  that  slew  tbe  earl's 
daughter,  and  tbe  tbief  which  she  saved  firom  the 
gaUows,  and  tbe  master  of  tbe  ship,  to  be  bealed  of 
their  diseases. 

'*  Then  was  the  empress  called  forth  before  tbe  ein« 
peror,  but  sbe  muffled  her  face  as  well  as  sbe  could, 
tbat  tbe  emperor  her  husband  sbould  not  know  her, 
and  wben  sbe  bad  so  done,  sbe  saluted  bim  with 
great  reverence,  as  appertained  to  bis  State;  and 
again  be  in  like  manner,  saying  thus :  O  good  lady 
if  thoulist  of  thy  kmdness  to  beal  my  brother  of  bi^ 
leprosie,  ask  of  me  wbat  y on  will»  and  I  sbi^grant 
ittbee  for  thy  rewaxd« 
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*<  Wtien  the  empress  heard  this,  die  looked  about 
her,  and  saw  ^ere  the  emperor's  brother,  a  foul  le» 
per ;  she  saw  tbere  also  the  knight  that  siew  the  earl's 
diughter,  blind  and  deaf,  the  thief  that  she  saved 
firbm  the  grilows  lame,  and  also  the  master  of  the 
ship  distraught  out  of  his  wits,  and  all  were  come  to 
her  to  be  healed  of  their  maladies,  and  knew  her 
not;  bat  though  they  knew  her  not,  she  knew  theni 
well.  Hien  •  said  she  unto  the  emperor  thus :  My 
rererend"  lord,  though  you  would  give  me  all  your 
empire,  I  cannotheal  your  brother,  nor  none  of 
tlese  other,  except  they  acknowledge  openly  what 
great  evil  they  have  done. 

''  When  the  emperor  heard  this,  he  tumed  him  to* 
wards  his  brother,  and  said  unto  him  :  brother,  ac- 
knowledge openly  thy  sin  before  all  these  men,  that 
thoYt  mayest  be  healed  of  thy  sickness.  Then  anon 
he  began  to  teil  how  he  had  led  his  life,  but  he  toM 
ROt  how  he  had  hanged  the  empress  in  the  forrest  by 
die^r  of  the  head  most  despitefbUy. 

''  When  he  had  acknowledged  aU  that  him  list,  the 

empress  repfied,  and'  said :   Soothly  my  Lord,   I 

would  gladly  lay  unto  him  my  medidne,  but  I  wot 

fight  well  it  is  in  vain,  fbr  he  hath  not  made  a  AxH 

Konfession. 

f3 


*^  The  cmferAT  hearing  this^  be  turned  t^waii^ds  bis 
Jbrother,,  and  ssiA  in  this  wise^s  What  «vil»;  sorr^w, 
pr  other  unbappy  wretchedi^eas  is  in  tbee  l  Seest 
thou  not  haw  that  thou  art  a  foul  lepar^  ib^efoft 
aoknowledge  thy  sin  trulyt  that  thou  mayest  be' wb(rie^ 
or  ebe  avoid  my  Company  fof  ^Tennoii&. 
.  **  Ab  my  lord,  quotb  he,  I  »a;  not  tdl'  ray  life 
openly,  except  I  be  sure  o£  thy  grace.  What  hast 
thou  trespassed  against  me,  said  the  emperor  ?  Tbeii 
answered  bisbrotber,  and  said :  Mine  ofifeAce  agimit 
ihee  is  grievous,  and  tberefi>re  I  beartily  ask  tbee  fer« 
giveness.  The  emperor  thou^  not  on  the  empress, 
forasmuch  as  be  supposed  sbe  bad  been  dead  nutty 
years  before  ;  tberefore  be  commaaded  bis  broiher 
to  teil  fortb  wberein  be  bad  ofifended  bim»  and  he 
sbould  be  forgiven. 

.  *^  Wbenthe  emperor  bad  thus  forgiven  bisbrotber, 
be  began  to  teil  opeidy  bow  be  bad  desired  the  em- 
press  to  commit  adultery  with  bim»  and  beeause  she 
denied,  be  bad  banged  her  by  the  bair,  in  the  for- 
rest,  on  such  a  day. 

"  Wben  the  emperor  beard  tbisi  be  wasalmost  be- 
side  faimself^  and  in  bis  rage  be  said  thus :  O  thou 
wretcbed  creature»  the  vengeance  of  6od  is  fallen 
upon  tbee,  and  were  it  not  that  I  bave  pardcmed 


could  be  tbonght. 

:  "  Thm  wd  tbe  knigbt  Uuit  slew  t^  «arVs  ^augh- 
ter,  I  wot  not  quoth  he^  what  lady  yK>H  inaan»  bat  I 
wot  that  my  lord  fimnd  on  a  tiaie  sueh  a  kdy  hang- 
ing in  the  fiirvest,  and  brought  her  home  to  bis 
Castle»  and  he  tQok  her,  and  gave  her  bi&  daugkter 
to  keep,  and  I  ]^avoked  her  as  mockas  i  eeuld  to 
m  with  me»  bot  she  woold  in  ne  wise  consent  to 
me;  wherefoce  I  slew  the  esaVu  dangbter  that  lay 
witb  her,  ani^  wh^&  I  had  ao  done,  I  put  the  bleody 
kni&  in  the  lady's  han^x  that  the  earl  should  tbudK 
that  she  had  slain  bia  daugkter  with  her  own  handi 
aiid^i^ien  she  wa9  exiled  tbence,  but  where  she  bc- 
came  I  wot  not. 

**  Then  said  the  thief,  I  wot  not  of  what  lady  you 
mean ;  but  well  I  wot,  that  seven  officers  were 
kading  me  to  the  gallows,  and  such  a  lady  came 
riding  by,  and  bought  me  of  them,  and  then  went  I 
with  her,  and  betrayed  her  unto  the  master  of  the 
ship. 

"  Such  alady,  quoth  the  master  of  the  ship,  re- 
ceived  I,  and  when  we  were  in  the  midst  of  the  sea, 
I  would  have  lain  with  her,  but  she  kneeled  down  to 
her  prayers,  and  anon  there  arose  such  a  tempest» 
that  the  ship  all  to  brast»  and  all  tbereia  was  drown- 
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ed,  save  she  and  I,  but  afterward  ^hat  befeil  öf  her 
I  wot  not« 

**  Thea  cried  the  empress  with  a  loud  voice,  and 
Said :  Soothly  dear  friends,  ye  do  now  truly  confess 
and  declare  the  truth,  wherefore  I  will  now  apply 
my  medicine,  and  anon  they  received  their  healths« 

*'  When  the  lady  the  empress  had  thus  done,  she 
uiicovered  her  face  to  the  emperor^  and  he  forth- 
with  knew  her,  and  ran  to  her,  and  embraeed  her  id 
his  armi,  and  kissed  her  oftentimes,  and  for  joy  he 
wept  bitterly :  saying,  Blesäed  be  6od,  now  I  have 
found  that  I  desired.  And  when  he  had  thus  said, 
he  Ted  her  home  to  the  palace  with  great  joy ;  and 
after,  when  it  pleased  Almighty  God,  theyended 
both  their  lives  in  peace  and  rest*" 

*        ■  .     ■  • 

<<  Occleve  has  related  this  story  in  verse^  from  the 

present  work,  (MS.  Reg.  17  D.  vi.)  and  it  is  also 

to  be  found  in  the  Patranas  of  Timonida.  (Patr.  ^L) 

The  outline  has  been  borrowed  from  one  of  the 

Contes  devots^    or  miracles  of  the  Virgin  Mary'. 

The  incident  of  the  bloody  knife  occurs  likewise  in 

Chaucer's  Man  ofLaw*s  Tak^  and  in  a  story  related 

by  Gower,  Confessio  Amantis,  fol.  82,'* — Douce. 

1  See  Ymcent  of  Beaavais.  Spec«  Theol.  Let.  viü.  cap.  90.9t 
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A  few  additional  remarkB  upon  the  stories 
io  foUow,  for  which  indulgence  is  bespoke» 
shall  close»  what  I  fear  the  reader  may  beLdis- 
posed  to  consider»  as  toilsome  a  marofa  as  the 
doughty  knights  of  dd  experienced^  in  gain- 
ing  access  to  some  enchanted  Castle.  But  let 
me  ^irhisper  in  his  ear,  tbat  the  distressed 
damsek  whom  his  intrepidity  shall  relieve, 
äre  most  of  them  passing  fair^  andgentle.  He 
«annot  display  resolution  in  a  better  cause; 
and  if  (de  gustüms  mm  est  disptttandumfj  their 
^auty  sometimes  disappointhis  expectatious« 
let  him  remember»  that  adoration  has  been 
oflfered  them  by  past  ages  of  her oie  spiiits  c 
that  bards,  whose  names  are  fkniUiar  in  our 
mouths^  as  hous6hold  Viords,  have  conde- 
scended  to  adopt  them ;  and  therefore»  that 
they  possess  an  undoubted  daim  to  public 
consideration^  if -not  on  the  ground  of  their 
fiwn  intriiv^c  exodlence. 

f5 


Much  of  the  merit  of  these  fabks^  conaists 
kl  the  curious  and  intexesting  light  whidi 
.they  äirow  upqn  a  period»  necessarily  involyed 
in  great  obscurity*  The  fictions  are  strongly 
.and  viyidly  delineated  ;  and  the  reader  feek 
himself  hurried  back  into  the  romantic  acenes 
of  chivalroua  ^mprize ;  and  busily  minglix^g 
in/the  cpmmotions  of  camf)  apdeourt.  The 
fantastie  regulations  of  many  of  the  tales^  ac- 
cord  with  historic^  noticea  of  chivc^Iry;  in 
which  the  most  ridiculous  commands  were  im- 
po»ed  and  executed.  The  sports  of  the  field, 
united  with  the  pursuit  of  wild  adventure : 
love^  and  war/  and  devotiion ;  absurd  penances 
for  unimaginable  crimes«  and  careles^ness  for 
the  commission  of  enormous  ones^  form  no 
small  part  pf  the  present  compilatiqn.  Every 
natural  phenomenon  is  a  mir^.cle ;  and  con- 
strued  as  best  may  serve  the  interests^  or  ac- 
cord  with  the  prejudices  of  the  party.    Th^ 


y 


first  ^ect  tK  tor  ^{>ou$e  uomB  ineffably  fair 
daughter ;  whose  affections  are  dupoaed  of^ 
not  aeoarding  to  the  oomiaon  exceUent  syc^em 
of  potioy»  or  powar,  or  wecUth ;  but  by  the 
lia^  and  Biagularly  ef&odiciona  method  of 
resoivii^  certain  myst^ries;  in  expoonding 
jri4dies^  or  in  complianoe  with  some  inexpli* 
cable  vow«  If  this  should  be  considered  no 
yery  favourable  aecount  of  what  the  reader 
may  lock  for»  it  should  be  rem^mbered,  that 
the  talea  in  question,  are  &ithfal  reprcBenta* 
tions  of  other  days ;  and  that  the  character 
with  which  die  period  is  impresaed,  tderates 
aad  jufttifies  many  ab^urdities.  Yet  are  we 
aot  to  suppoee  every  thing  abaur d  which  now 
appears  so«  The  progreas  of  cirilization  has 
i|iti>odttced  a  vast  number  of  nnneeeasary  re- 
fioen^entd,  at  which  our  anoestoirs  weuld 
la^ ;  perhaps  more  boister<Hi«ly«  tot  with 
ag  mach  regard  to  jmtice,  as  their  poUter  de- 
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scendants  exhibit  ät  the  inartifical  character 
of  earlier  times. 

Ignorance  is  always  cr^dulous ;  and  there« 
fore,  in  considering  the  probability  or  impro- 
bability  of  the  fable,  we  must  consider  how  it 
was  calculated  to  impress  those  for  whom  it 
was  invented,  or  to  whom  it  was  told.  If  the 
narrator  suited  his  contrivance  to  the  under- 
standing,  and  communicated  pleasure  to  the 
imagination  of  his  readers  or  auditors,  he  pos- 
sessed  the  requisite  ingenuity ;  and  his  merit 
was  proportionably  great.  We  ought  not  to 
inake  our  own,  the  Standard  of  othiers'  judg- 
ments ;  much  less,  ought  we  to  impose  our 
own  age  and  nation,  as  the  criterion  of  past 
times  and  foreigh  countries.  Comparatively 
secluded  as  \he  monks  at  all  times  were,  their 
views  of  life  must  necessarily  have  been  con- 
fined  also ;  and  their  simplicity  would  easily 
be  duped  by  tho8e  who  were  iöterested  in  d^ 
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mving  them*  From  the  pulpit,  whetice  ii 
wovld  äppear  that  their  stories  were  delirered, 
the  oppörtünity  of  addtng  Heiii^  fictions^  for 
the  purpose  of  illustrating  new  positions^ 
would  beirresidtible;  and  here  we  trace  the 
source  of  many  of  tÜe  strahied  alluäions  which 

* 

so  repeatedly  occur«  The  good  old  custom 
likewise,  of  enlivening  a  winter's  erening  by 
the  reiation  of  fabUcmx^  accompanied^  no 
doubt,  hymomlandtm/stical  applkations,  giveB 
tt8  a  delightful  picture  of  the  social  ihtercoürse 
and  familiarity  of  iremöte  times ;  but  dis- 
Covers  to  üs  anbther  incentiire  to  extravagant 
fancy,  and  high-flovm  conceit.  The  attention 
of  their  hearers  could  only  be  rivetted  by  the 
siarvellous ;  and  that  which  was  barely  pro^ 
baue,  frbin  the  constaht  recunrence  of  extra- 
vs^ant  fiction — ^from  the  itching  ears,  which 
opened  only  to  the  vnldest  exaggeration,  ni^ 
turally  becäine  no  Jonger  acceptable,  becäuse 


•  •« 


taste  w^  vitisUfed»  and  th^  imagios^on  dyi»<^ 
wrought.  AU  thede  cirUrnttaii^ea  r6<|mire  con^ 
fiideration  in  Ibrmiag  a  judgmeint  of  the  en* 
^uing  tales.  They  certaiiüy  vary  ia  point  of 
merit ;  but  many  of  them  are  eminenüy  bean* 
tiful«  Some  displa^y  a  rieh  reia  of  paAoB ; 
and  there  are  passives  of  deep  poetio  interest 
In  the  deseription  of  manners«  howeyer,  they 
are  unrivaUed ;  and  my  aim  has  beeh«  to  ren- 
der  passages  of  this  kind  with  all  fidehty; 
while»  in  the  diction,  I  have  adhered  as  closely 
as  pofisible  to  that  simplicity  of  style^  which 
{cftraB  the  principal  oharm  of  anctent  nam« 

tiye. 

In  perusing  the  conversational  parts,  the 
reader  who  has  pored  orer  illuminated  maau* 
Scripts,  will  recal  subjeets  to  which  they 
apply.  He  will  recoUect  &ir  ladies  ghtteriag 
in  eyery  colour  of  the  rainbow,  chattering 
froma  Window  to  grotesque^loejkiag  genüe* 
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mea  with  ^iok  feathers  droopiug  from  iiq- 
measehats;  and  misshapen  shoes,  ryingin 
the  longitude  of  their  peaka  wtth  a  barber'^ 
pole :  h^  wiU  be  xeminded  of  grim-visaged 
emperors  omamented  with  royal  beards^  and 
projecting  jaws — in  sbort,  he  will  distin^idi 
the  whole  of  what  the§e  volumes  delineate. 
There  is  in  the  British  Museum  a  beautiful 
manuscript  of  the  ''  Romant  de  la  Rose/' 
whioh  will^  in  most  respects,  exemplify  my 
obsenrations. 

It  would  appear  that  hospitality  was  a 
aeyet-failing  vittue ;  and  the  eagemess  with 
which  pilgrims  and  way-faring  persons  were 
invited  to  share  the  repast,  and  partake  the 
coach  of  the  fri^icUy  Citizen ;  or  to  occupy 

r 

the  Castle  of  the  knight»  is  a  pleasing  trait  in 
the  character  of  the  times.  But  it  will  be 
thought«  that  wisdom  was  a  scarce  commo- 
dity,  when  three  pmdential  maxims  were-va- 
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lüed  at  ä  thousand  florins.  \ßee  Tale  XXIIL 
Vol.  2.]  Considering  the  resült,  they  were 
cheaply  purchased ;  although,  in  these  days, 
*when  advice  is  much  oflener  giren  than  paid 
for— -even  with  thanks»  the  price  luay  be 
deemed  somewhat  of  the  highest. 

The  many  stories  on  the  subject  of  adul- 
tery,  seem  to  indicate  a  bad  moral  State  of 
sockty  at  the  time  they  were  written ;  and  it 
is  to  be  feared  that  the  lawless  feeling  which 
chiyalry  in  its  decline  exhibited^  affords  an 
ünhappy  confirmation.  Whether  the  fect  of 
the  monks  levelling  much  öf  their  satire 
against  the  fiiir  sex  is  also  corroborative ;  or 
whether  it  proceed  from  that  impotence^of 
mind>  which  being  itself  fretted  by  circmn* 
stance,  would  gladly  eflTace  or  deteriorate 
whatever  is  the  object  of  its  unavailing 
wishes,  I  do  not  take  upon  me  to  deoide. 

It  is  necessary  that  I  should  adrertise  the 
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reader  of  whait  he  will  noi  fall  to  peiceive, 
that  the  tales  are  not  always  perfect  in  every 
part(  nor  are  fhe  pösitiöns  laid  down  at  the 
commencement  always  remembered.  This 
may  result  firom  igoorant  transcribers  häving 
omitted  some  pässages,  and  interpolated 
others;  and  such  a  supposition  accounts,  as 
I  observed  before»  for  the  numerous  vltria- 
tions  which  appear  in  various  copies,  as  well 
as  for  the  intrpduction«  of  certain  expressiöns 
that  have  been  considered  arguments  in'  be« 
half  of  their  origin.  That  they  hare  been  col- 
lected  from  all  countries^  and  at  many  times, 
Ihave  no  doubt.  Some  appear  of  Italian  con* 
Btruction»  a  few  German^  but  the  greäter  part 
Orientale  The  absolute  power  of  tl^  empe- 
rors,  who  Bport  with  life  and  death  in  the 
most  capricious  and  extraordinary  manner— * 
the  constant  introduction  of  the  leprosy  and 
cracifixion,  amply  oonfitm  tiieir  connection 
with  the  East. 


**  It  may  not  be  thauglit  inipeftment  ta 
close  this  discourse  with  a  reBMirk '  on  the 
itfORALisATioMs  subjoiiied  to  tbe  storiesof 
the  Gesta  Roman orüm.  Tliis  was  an  age 
of  Vision  and  mysteiy :  and  every  work  was 
believed  to  contain  a  double,  or  secondary, 
tneaning«  Nothing  escaped  this  e^centric 
spirit  of  refinement  and  abstraction ;  and, 
together  with  the  Bible,  as  we  bare  seen,  not 
only  the  general  history  of  ancient  times  was 
«xplained  allegoricalty»  but  even  the  poetical 
fictions  of  the  classics  were  made  to  signiiy 
^he  great  truths  of  religion,  with  a  degree  of 
boldness,  and  a  want  of  discrimination, 
which,  in  another  age,  would  hatre  acquired 
the  character  of  the  most  profane  lerity,  if 
not  of  absolute  impiety,  and  can  only  be  de* 
fended  fVom  the  simplicity  of  the  State  of 
knowledge  which  then  prevailed. 

''  Thns,  God  creatingman  of  elay,  asimated 


IHTR02>IJ€TIOK.  CKÜH 

with  tiue  vital  prindple  of  respiiution^was  the 
Story  of  Prometheufi,  who  formed  a  man  of 
similar  materialB,  to  which  he  commumcated 
life  by  fixe  stden  from  beaven.  Christ  twice 
born^  of  his  Father»  God,  and  of  his  mother, 
Mary,  was  prefigured  by  Bacchus,  who  was 
first  born  of  Semele,  and  afterwards  of  Jupi- 
ter, And  as  Minerva  sprung  from  the  brain 
of  Jupiter,  so  Christ  proceeded  from  God 
without  a  mother.  Christ  born  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  was  expressed  in  the  fable  of  Dan'ae 
shut  within  a  tower,  through  the  covering  of 
which  Jupiter  descended  in  a  shower  of  gold, 
and  begat  Perseus.  Actseon,  killed  by  his 
own  hounds,  was  a  type  of  the  persecution 
and  death  of  our  Saviour.  The  poet  Lyco- 
phron  relates,  that  Hercules,  in  returning 
from  the  adventure  of  the  golden  fleece,  was 
shipwrecked ;  and  that  being  devoured  by  a 
monstrous  fish,  he  was  disgorged  alive  on  the 
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shore  after  three  days.  Here  was  an  obvious 
Symbol  of  Cbrist's  resurtection.  John  Wa- 
leys,  an  Englisb  Franciscan  of  the  thirteenth 
Century,  in  bis  moral  exposition  of  Ovid's 
Metamorphoses,  afibrds  many  otber  instances 
equally  ridiculou« ;  and  wbo '  forgot  tbat  he 
was  describing  a  more  heterogeneous  chaos, 
tban  tbat  wbicb  makes  so  conspicuous  a  figtire 
in  bis  autbor*s  exordium/  and  wbicb  Com- 
bines, amid  tbe  monstrous  and  indigested 
aggregate  of  its  unnatural  associations^ 


Sine  pjondere  habentU  pondas.  - 


"  At  length,  compositions  professedly  alle- 
gorical,  with  wbicb  tbat  age  abounded,  were 
resolved  into  allegories  for  wbicb  tbey  were 
never  intended.  In  tbe  famous  Romaunt 
Of  THE  Rose,  written  about  tbe  year  1310, 

•  Mit.  L.  i.  20. 
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the  poet  couches  the  difficulties  of  an  ardent 
lover  in  attaining  the  object  of  bis  passion, 
under  the  allegory  of  a  rose»  which  is  gathered 
in  a  delicious  bat  almost  inacce^sible  garden. 
The  theologists  proved.  this  rose  to  be  the 
white  rose  of  Jericho,  the  new  Jerusalem«  a 
State  of  grace,  divine  wisdom»  the  holy  Vir* 
gin,  or  etemal  beatitude».  at  none  of  which 
obstinate,  heretics  can  eyer  arrive«  The  che«' 
mists  pretended»  that  it  was  the  philosopber's 
stone;  the  ciyilians,  .that.it  was  the  most 
Qonsummate  point  of  equitable  decision ;  and 
the  physicians,  that  it  was. the  infallible  pa* 
nacea«  In  a  word,  .other  professions,  in  the 
most  elaborate  commentaries,  explained  away 
the.  h>ver's  rose  into .  the  mysteries  of  their 
own  .  respective,  scieixce.  .  In  conformity  to 
this  practice,  Tasso  allegorized  bis  own  poem ; 
and  a  flimsy  structure  of.morality  was  raised 
on  the  chimerical  conceptions  of  Äriosto'a 


Orlando.  In  the  year  1577,  a  translatio» 
of  a  part  of  Amadis  de  Gaule  appeared  in 
France ;  with  a  leamed  pteface,  developing 
the  valuable  stores  of  profonnd  instruction, 
concealed  rmder  the  naked  letters  of  the  old 
romances^  which  were  discernible  only  to  the 
iptelligent,  and  tottlly  unperceived  by  com- 
mon readers ;  who»  instead  of  plucking  the 
frnity  were  obligied  to  rest  contented  with  k 
simpk  Fleuk  de  la  Lecture  litterak,  Even 
Spenser,  at  a  later  period,  could  not  indulge 
his  native  Impulse  to  descriptions  of  chivalry, 
without  framing  such  a  story,  as  conveyed, 
under  tbe  dark  concek  of  ideal  champioas,  a 
set  of  historic  transactions,  and  an  exemplifi- 
cation  of  the  natuve  of  the  twelve  moial  nr- 
tues.  He  presents  his  faotastic  queen  with  a 
rieh  rpmantic  jnkrour»  which  i^wed  the 
wondrouB  achieyements  of  her  iQagnificent 
amcestry* 
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*  And  thou,  O  fairest  princess  under  skj. 
In  Uns  fajre  mintrar  maist  behoM  thj  fiice. 
And  tbine  own  reidmes  in  lond  of  Fteiy, 
Aod  in  this  antique  Image  thy  great  ancestry  *.' 

"  It  was  not,  however,  solely  from  an  un- . 
meaning  and  a  wanton  spirit  of  refinement^ 
that  the  fashion  of  FMolving  every  thing  into 
allegory,  so  universally  prevailed.    The  same 
apology  may  be  offered  for  cabalistical  inter- 
pret^rs>  both  of  the  clas^ics  and  of  the  old. 
romances.    The  fonner,  not  willing  that  those ' 
books  should  be  quite  exploded  which  oon* 
tained  the  ancient  mythobgy»  laboured  to 
reconcile  the  apparent  absurdities  of  the  pa- 
gan  System  to  the  Christian  mysteries,  by 
demoustrating  a  putative  resemblance.    The 
latter,  as  tme  learning  began  to  dawn,  with  a ' 
v^v  of  supporting  for  a  while  the  eicpiring , 
credit  ofgiants  and  magicians,  were  com-' 

*  B.  ü.  Introd.  St  vi.   . 
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pelled  to  palliate  those  monstrous  incredibi« 
lities«  by  a  bold  attempt  to  unravel  the  mystic 
web  which  had  been  wove  by  fairy  hands, 
and  by  shewing  that  truth  was  hid  under  the 
gorgeous  veil  of  Gothic  invention  *•" 


*  Wartoh.  Introductory  Ditttr.  See  Hist  of  E.  Poetrj. 
Vol.  3.  p.  xciT.  et  teq.  ,  I  cannot  omit  obsenring  here,  that  in  tbe 
opinions  which  I  bare  hazarded,  I  am  led  bj  no  presamptaoof 
feeling  to  condemn  those  who  thiidi  differeotlj.  I  deprecate  eveiy 
snspicion  to  the  oontrarj.  While  I  am  anxions  to  elnoidate  and 
establish  my  own  f  entimrats,  I  retain  the  atmost  respect  aod  de* 
ference  for  those  whose  research,  jndgment,  critioal  acnmen  and 
abilitj,  there  is  little  merit  in  frankly  ayowiug.  And  I  take  this 
opportnnity  of  acknoWIedging  the  assistanoe  1  bare  derired  ftom 
the  ioTaluable  labors  of  Mr.  Douce,  and  Mr.  EUis — not  to  mentioo 
a  fimd  of  information  firom  Mr.  Warton,  whiob  the  reader  wSl 
readilj  observe.  The  latter  writer,  whose  inaccnracies  bare  bem 
the  theme  of  everj  pen,  it  seems  to  me^bas  not  been  jnstly  appre- 
ciated«,  That  he  is  freqnently  incorreot  is  certain— bnt  he  ia 
blamed  by  those,  who  have  not  repaired  bis  deficiencies,  while  they 
haye  forgot  the  difficnlty  of  bis  nndertaking,  and  the  imposolMlitj 
of  pTtrentiDg  typograi^cal  errors  in  a  work  of  snob  extent.  A 
slight  blander,  whiob  I  sbonld  think  mnst  have  been  nnintentional, 
(JwmhraB  for  fypotit)  canses  Ritson  to  aconse  bim  of  an  "  Infib^ 
mous  Ke !"    See  Diss.  on  Romance  and  Minstrelsy ;  pa»tm* 
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OP   LOVE. 


PoMPEY  *  was  a  wise  and  powerful  king. 
Se  had  an  only  daughter,  remarkable  for  her 
beauty»  of  whom  he  was  extremely  fond.  He 
comiuitted  her  to  the  custody  of  five  soldiers; 
and  char^ed  them^under  the  beaviest  penal- 
ties^  to  preserve  her  from  eyery  possible  in- 


*  The  fair  Reader  who  bas  not  condescended  to  noUce  mj  fro- 
legomena  (and  I  hope  the  soapicion  is  not  treasonable  !)  maj  re- 
qaire  tobe  informed  that  **  Gesta  Romanoium"  sa^liet  a  rerj 
Madeqaate  idea  of  the  oontents  of  thett  vi^smes.  The  Romais 
bare  little  to  do  in  tbe  matter,  and  King  PoMpty  moft  not  be  cod-^ 
foanded  witb  Pompe j  the  Great,  thoogh  thejare  nnqnestioiiably 
meant  for  tbe  tame  person.    Such  blanden  are  perpetaai. 

VOL.  I.  -  B 
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Jury.  The  soldiers  were  on  guard  night  and 
day ;  and  before  the  door  of  her  bed-chamber, 
ihey /iii^ended  a  bumingiamp,  that.the  ap- 
proach  oF  an  intruder  might  l)e  ilie  more 
easily  detected.  And^  to  omit  no  means  of 
aecurity,  a  dog»  iirhose  watchfulness  was 
unremitting,  and  whose  bark  was  clamorous 
and  Piercing«  main^taiiied  its  Station  near  the 
threshold  of  the  apartment.  From  all  these 
circumstances»  it  would  appear»  that  every 
precaution  had  been  taken :  but,  unhappily« 
the  lady  panted  för  the  pleasures  of  the  world. 
She  longed  to  mingle  in  the  busy  scenes  of 
hfe,  and'to'gaze  upon  its  varifed  shows.  As 
^e  wa»  ^one  day  loeking  abroad;  «.  ^«ertsh 
dake^ssed  by,  who  regarded  her  withino- 
^  pure  and  improper  feelings.  Obsenriag  her 
beaitty,  and  ascertaining  that  shenmal^e  re- 
puted  heir  to  the  throne,  he  became  ena- 
moured ;  and  used  numerous  devices  to  accom- 
pKsh  his  treacherous  designs.  He  promised 
her  Aveify  apecies  of  ^ratifipation.;  ajnd  at 
length  prerailed  withberijoovertura  the^laiop, 
deistroy  iheguardian  dog  wliich  hadjprotected 
her,  iand  elope  with  hxm,  during  the  vliight 


btiie  iopimi^  ^w«¥^,  jenqjiHisieA  'W0re.«et 

BttperorV  t^alfkce^  It  cbasa^ioB^f  f^^HrjBable 
piosirefis^iQiidwi^vhom  the^eseatUtptQyof  jus- 
tioeur ASrnerv^  idäittory.  Wh^n  lie  imdonptood 
the.ooiitenpl;andiier9t4t|ide.wibi<^^^  lady 
faad  txUbtted  towsMrds  her  psu^^nt,  be  >&^a^d 
faimself,  and  hia»tee«d  after  th^  ^itives.  A 
biMi)ie«p€^dily^0n3UQd»ia'w^i€li  tbe  isbamiuon 
tdvnpbediaad  decapitated  ^e  eedncer  ou  -tbe 
spot  Tb^ladyJiecoBSFeyßdb^ktolJlj^palace; 
butü  being  i^uai^  adittÄttoioe  to  tbe  p^scasK^e  of 
ber^tb^rj  idi^acefoiward  «ba  j^a^a^d  b^  time 
in  bitterly ,  b^ewailing  be^  .pusKkeds.  It  bap- 
peued  rtbat  a  wiße  pn^rsoA  ji^  tbe  Soiperor's 
ooart  beard  of  ber  xßpwtß^Cß*  Oa  aU  (xxa* 
8i<mft  wben  bis  aemee«^  wer^i^^quired^  be  bad 
proved  bimaelf  ^ax  aotive  mediator  betweea 
JU9j/d9tj  imd  ÜA  ofieedars ;  aod  beiag  now 
moved  ;iidib  tcconjpassio«,  be  iteoeociled  ber  to 
ber  mdtgftaiit  ^parent,^  aad  betrotbed  ber  to  a 
poirerf al  noUemaa.  He  aftarwards  niade  ber 
8«¥eral  Tfthiabk  iMres^its.  In  tbe.fii»t  place, 
he  presented  a  tunic,  wbich  extended  to  tbe 
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heel^  composedof  the  finest  and  riebest  woof, 
having  the  foUowing  inscription :— "  I  haVe 
raised  thee  up,  be  not  again  cast  down."  From 
the  Emperor  she  received  a  golden  Coronet, 
bearing  the  legend,  "  Thy  dignity  is fromme." 
The  Champion,  who  had  conquered  in  her  be- 
half, gave  a  ring,  on  which  was  sculptur«d, "  I 
have  loved  thee,  do  thou  retum  that  lore." 
The  mediator  also  bestowed  a  ring,  inscribed 
as  foUows,  **  What  have  I  done?  JHow  much? 
Why  ?"    Another  ring  was  presented  by  the 
King's  son ;  and  there  was  engraved  upon  it, 
"  Thou  art  noble ;  despise  not  thy  nobility.*' 
Her  own  brother  bestowed  a  similar  gift,  of 
which  the  motto  ran  thus : — '*  Approach ;  fear 
not — I  am  thy  brother."    Her  husband  like-. 
wise  added  a  golden  signet,  which  confirmed 
bis  wife's  inheritance,  and  bore  this  superscrip- 
tioh,  "  Now  thou  art  espoused,  be  faithfuL" 
The  penitent  lady  received  these  various  pre- 
sents  with  gratitude,  and  kept  them  as  long 
as  she  lived.    She  succeeded  in  regaining  the 
favor  of  those  whose  affections  her  ibrmer 
conduct  had  alienated,  and  closed  her  days  in 
peace.  (1) 


OF ,  LQVE. 


APPLICATION. 


My  beloved,  the  Emperor  is  our  Heavenly 
Father,  who  hath  drawn  away  his  chiidren  from 
the  jaws  of  the  devil  by  the  sufferings  of  his 
blessed  Son.  He  is  the  King  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords.  Deut,  xxxii.  "  Is  he  not  thy 
Father  who  hath  obtained  thee  by  conquest, 
made^  and  established  thee?*'  The  only  daughter 
isthe  human  soul,  yfhich  is  delivered  to  five 
soldiers,  that  is,  to  the  ßve  senses,  to  guard  ; 
being  armed  by  powers  received  in  baptism. 
These  senses  are,  sight,  hearing,  See.  which  have 
in  Charge  to  preserve  it  from  the  deyil,  the 
World,  and  ihe  flesh.  The  buming  lamp  is  the 
wiü,  snbjected  in  all  things  to  the  control  of 
6od,  and  which  in  good  works  should  shine 
ont  brilliantly,  dispersing  the  gloom  of  sin, 
The  barking  dog  is  Coruaence,  which  has  to 
struggleagainst  error ;  but,  alas!  the  soul,  de- 
sirous  of  gazing  upon  the  objects  of  this  world, 
looks  abroad  as  often  as  it  acts  contrary  to  the 
divine  conunand ;  and  then  is  wiUingly  seduced 
by  a  duke— that  is,  by  the  Infernal  Ravisher»^ 
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And  thuSy  the  lamp  of  good  works  is  extin- 
guished,  and  the  dog  of  eootMience  destroyed : 
and  thuSy  the  soul  foilows  the  devil  in  the  dark 
i^htof dinv  These thihgd>  whienocnr^hiampion 
had  heard,  nanrdy;  Gfo^ö— *becati»e;  **  thereis 
no  otherthat  fights  for  us,  bnt  oidy  Thdti^  cw 
God/*^— instantljrhe  combatflTiritbdkttt  iHeked 
mis-Ieader  i;fae  deril;  gams-  a  yietövf;  cmd 
lead9  the  soii(  to  the  palace  of  the  hesmtAj 
King.    The'  mwe  mediator  is  CnmnT ;  as  the 
aposüe  says;  i  Tim.  ü.  ^  Ther^  n'otietne£t« 
tor  betvr^enfTod  and  man^  die  Müwt^lMi 
JesxxsJ^    Ttieson^the^kingiff Ghämt.   iSo 
the  Plsalmist-witnetÄe«*^*  Thött  ftrt-  mjrBOtr, 
this  day  hate  I  begottenrthee.''    Christ'  fs  alio 
ourbrother,  Om;  xxxvii. '*  He  i*  onr  btothcr;" 
And  he  is  otif  spouse^  according  tö^'  that  ot 
Hosea  ii.  "  I  wilPmany  thee  in  fkithfeiness;" 
Again,  ''ITho«  shadtbeÄe  8peiitc«if%ttyM6od'.'* 
By^him,  we  are-reconciled  to  ow  keft^reniy  Fa- 
ther,  and-  re»torcd' to  peace.    **"  For  he  U  (wr 
peace,  vrbx>  h«th  made  bodi  oae.**    S^%e$.  ü. 
From  him  we  received  the  aforesaid  gifts: 
first,  a  cloak  descendrn^  to  the'ancte-^hat  is, 
his  most  preciocOB  skin ;  (2)  and  sard^tobe  of 


Micttte  textwre^  bsctuse  U  wa»  wovten  wslb 
stB^,  blood,  brasM».  and  other  murioua  in^ 
fftiiMb>«»f  malieei  Of  wkich  textare^widiUKg' 
aore  ts-iBeMlt'tliaiV'tlMt^^  i  haire  laiwdtbfliaf 
np»"  beeause  I  Imip»  nuteiiitti  ihee;  do  not 
tiMw  tbyseie  into  ftirtb^r  «tat  "^  Oo/'  iaid 
0«  Loid>  ^  aadb  st&  «auofe;'^  Thit  ia  llieTaat 
«fJoiej^i'^tlMiganiieat  ti;«t  i»tlie  blood  of  a 
gtat^  (El«a  ziomii  Ihataaiiie  Ckriat  xnnr  Kii%; 
gvrettf  «»«i»aiiglorio«uparoim';  tikat  is,  wfae» 
he  MiiBitttfd  toi  ht  €smwtM6t  for  our  sakca» 
Aflda<^a  ifwfk;  **  Thy  dignity  ia  fiK)m  mt'^^ 
erai^Niifi'tbatefOwii.  Jdmxix.  ''Jewffwent 
forlh^  beaiiog  the  crown  of  dtomfic'^  Chtint  ia 
oor  ckampimt,  urbsagaveus  a  fing^-^tkat  ia^  tfa€ 
hole  i»  Mi^figbt  band ;  luid  we  oofaetrem  tuay 
fetcMehewMthfvllfit  ia  writtea-^''  I  bare 
lored  tbee^  datiiou  also  k>ire.**  Rev.i.  ^Cbriat 
oor  medtator  lovedtrsy  and  waabed  un  from'oiir 
8un  in  bis  blood.**  He  gaiFe  ns  anotber  ring, 
whicb  is  tbe  puncture  in  bialeft  band,  wbere 
we  see  written,  ''  Wbat  bave  I  done?  bow 
nmcb?  wby  r— •*  Wbat  bavc  I  done  ?*  I  have 
despoiled  myaelf;  receiring  tbe  fbnn  of  a  8er* 
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vant.  "  How  much?"  I  have  made  God  and 
man.  "  Why  ?"  To  redeem  the  lost,  Con-  1 
cerning  these  three-^Zachary  xiii.  "  What  are 
the  wounds  in  the  middle  of  thy  hands  ?  And 
he  answered,  saying,  I  am  wounded  by  these 
men  in  their  house^  who  ioved  me."  Christ  is 
our  brother,  and  sonof  the  etemal  King.  He 
gave  US  a  third  ring — ^to  wit^  the  hole  in  his 
right  foot ;  and  what  can  be  understood  by  it, 
except^  ^'  Thou  art  noble,  despise  not  thy  no- 
bility  ?"  In  like  manner,  Christ  is  our  breiher^ 
german.  And  he  gave  us  a  fourth  ring,  the 
puncture  in  bis  left  foot,  on  which  is  written, 
**Approach;  fear  not — I  am  thy  brothw." 
Christ  is  also  our  spotise;  he  gave  us  a  signet, 
with  whioh  he  confirmed  our  inheritance : 
that  is,  the  wound  made  in  his  side  by  tbe 
spear,  on  account  of  the  great  love,  mth 
^hich  he  Ioved  us.  And  what  can  ihm  signify 
but  "  Thou  art  now  joined  to  me  through 
mercy ;  sin  no  more." 

Let  US  study,  my  beloved,  so  to  keep  the 
gifts  of  the  World,  that  we  may  be  able  to  ex- 
claim,  as  in  St.  Matthew,  "  Lord,  thou  gavest 
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to  me  five  talents ;"  and  Üms,  imquestionably, 
we  shall  reign  in  the  bosom  of  bliss.  That  we 
faay  be  thought  worthy  the  Father,  Son^  8cc» 


TALE  IL 


OF   MERCT. 


The  Emperor  Titus  made  a  law,  that  whoso- 
ever  provided  not  for  his  parents,  should  be 
condemned  to  death.  It  happened  that  there 
were  two  brethren,  descended  from  the  same 
fiither.  One  of  them  had  a  son  who  discovered 
his  uncle  in  the  greatest  indigence ;  and  im- 
mediately,  in  compliance  with  the  law,  but  in 
Opposition  to  the  will  of  his  father,  adminis- 
tered  to  his  wants.  Thereupon  Ae  father  ex- 
pelled  him  from  his  house.  Notwithstanding 
he  still  maintained  his  poor  uncle,  and  sup- 
plied  him  with  every  requisite.    By  and  by, 
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tfae  «ndes  beome  noii  aod  the  fidlMr  indigmili 
Nour,  wheatike  son  fadidd  ike  alteiedjdbrcoBh 
staBcestof.fais  parenl,  he  lrbeEaflgr<8iippoitdi 
him  also,  tothe  great  iHdignation  of  bis  uncle» 
who  drove  him  from  bis  bouse,  and  said— 
"  Formerly,  wben  I  was  poor,  thou  gavest  me 
Support,  in  Opposition  to  tby  fatber;  for 
wbich,  I  constituted  tbea  my  beir,  in  the 
place  of  a  son.  But  an  ungrateful  son  ought 
not  to  obtain  an  inheritance ;  and  ratber  than 
sucb,  we  sbould  adopt  a  Btranger.  Tberefbre, 
since  thou  bast  been  ungrateful  to  tby  father 
in  maintaining  me  contrary  to  bis  command, 
thdu  shaU  n#verf  possesa  my  inheritance.!' 
Tke  son  thus  answered  bis  uncle.  '^  No  one 
cau  be  punished  for  executing  wbat  the  law 
commaada  and  compels.  Now  the.law  of  nan 
ture  Obligos,  abildreu  to  assist  tbeir  parentsin 
necessity,  axul  espeoially  to  bonour  them: 
tberefore»  I  canoot  juatly  fae  depitved  of  tbe 
inheritance/* 

APP-LlCATLOar». 

My  beloved,  the  two  brothers  are  the^Soa  of 
God  and  the  World,  which  both  proceed  from 
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ose  heavenly  Father.    The  firat,  begoUen ;  the 

second^  created.    Between  them,  from  the  be* 

ginniDg,  discord  arose,  and  continaes  to  this 

day;  so  that  he^  who  i»  tfae'friend  of  the  one^ 

is  an  enemy  to  the  other.    According  to  St. 

JamesiY.  '^  Whosoevenfüuldbecome  thefiiend 

of  this  world>  sfaaU  bt  accoiuitedan  enemy  to 

Ood."    The  only  son  is  every  Christian,  who  is 

the  progeny  of  Christ,  because  he  is  descended 

from  him  by  faith«    Therefore»  we  should  not 

feed  fat  the  world  with  pride»  avarice,  and 

other  vicesy  if  we  wonld  be  the  children  of 

6od.    And  if  our  desires  are  contrary,  too 

surely  we  shall  be  exciuded  from  the  family  of 

Christ,  and  lose  our  heavenly  inheritance.    If 

we  maintain  and  cherish  Christ  by  works  of 

love  and  of  piety,  the  world  indeed  will  abhot 

US— but  better  is  it  to  be  at  enmity  with  the 

voicld  than  forego  an  inheritanee  in  Heaven. 
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TALE  IIL 


OF   JUST   JUBGMENT. 


A  CERTAiN  emperor  decreed,  that  if  any  wo- 
man  were  taken  in  adultery^  she  should  be 
cast  headlong  from  a  very  high  precipice.  It 
chanced  that  a  woman,  convicted  of  the  crime, 
was  iramediately  conveyed  to  the  place  of 
punishmenty  and  thrown  down.  But  she  re- 
ceired  no  injury  in  the  fall,  They,  therefore, 
brought  her  back  tö  the  judgment-seat;  and 
when  the  judge  perceived  that  $he  was  un- 
harmed^  he  commanded  that  she  should  again 
be  led  to  the  precipice^  and  the  sentence  ef- 
fectually  executed.  The  woman,  howcver, 
addressing  the  judge,  said,  "  My  Lord,  if  you 
command  this^  you  will  act  contrary  to  the 
law«  whioh  punishes  not  tivice  for  the  same 
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fault.  I  have  already  been  cast  down  as  a 
convicted  adultress^  but  God  miraculoutly 
preserved  me.  Therefore,  I  ought  not  to  be 
subjected  to  it  again."  The  judge  answered» 
''  Thou  hast  well  said ;  goin  peace :''  and  thus 
was  the  woman  saved. 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved^  the  emperor,  is  Gon^  who 
made  a  law  that  if  any  one  poUuted  the  soul 
(whioh  is  the  spouse  of  Christ)  by  the  com- 
mission  of  any  mortal  sin>  he  should  be  pre- 
cipitated  from  a  high  mountain — that  is,  from 
Heaven;  as  befeil  our  first  parent,  Adam« 
But  God;,  by  the  sufferings  of  bis  Son,  hath 
preserved  us.  When  man  sins^  God  does  not 
instantly  condemn  him,  because  His  mercy 
is  infinite  ;  but  *'  by  grace  we  are  saved,"  and 
Dot  cast  headlong  into  hei). 
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OF  JUSTICE^ 


DuRiNG  the  reign  of  Caesar  a  law  wa& 
enacted^^  tfaat  if  a  man  maltreated  a  wcnnan» 
and  overcame  her  by  violence,  it  shöuld  re^ 
main  with  the  aggrieved  party,  whether  the 
person  so  offending  should  be  put  to  death,^ 
ormarried  ta,her,  without  a  portion.  Now 
it  feil  out  that  a  certain  feUow  violated  two 
women  upon  the  same  night ;  the  one  of  whom 
sought  to  put  him  to  death^  and  the  other  to 
be  married  to  him.  The  violator  was  appre- 
hendedand  broughtbefore  the  judge,lo  answer 
respecting  the  two  women,  according  to  law. 
tlie  firftt  woman  insisting  upon  her  rights  de- 
sired  hiadeath ;  while  the  second  claimed  him 
for  her  husband,  and  said  to  the  firat^  "  It  is 
true,  the  law  grants  you  your  request,  but  at 
the  same  tinie,^  it  supports  me  in  mine.    Bat 


because  my  demand  is  of  less  importancei 
and  more  charitable,  1  dbubt  not  but  that 
sentence  will  be  given  in  my  favor/'  Both 
women  complained,  and  both  required  the 
enforcement  of  the  law.  When  either  side 
had  been  heard,  the  judge  ordered  that  the 
second  woman  shouid  obtain  her  husband. 
And  so  it  waa  donek 


APPLICATION. 

My  belored,  the  emperoTi  who  framed 
the  law,  i»  öurLoRD  Jesus  Christ.  The 
vidatOT,  any  «fiii^,whoviolate8  two  femalev, 
that  is.  Justice  and  Mercy,  wbfeh  ape  both  the 
daughteroof  Gk>d.  The  violatori»  brooght 
before  the-  Judge,  when-  the  sotd  sepiarates 
from  the  bo#f .  The  first  womair,  that  is. 
Justice,  altege9'ftgaiB8t  the  sinnerthat  by  law 
be  is  subjeet  to^  el^emcbl  decrth  :  but  the  odier, 
tbat  is,  Dirine  Mercy,  aUegee  that  by  contri- 
tkmandcofrfessien'hemay'be'sayedv  There« 
fore  let  us  study  to  ple«se  Ood^ 
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TALE  V. 


OF   FIDELITY. 


The  subject  of  a  certain  king  feil  into  the 
hands  of  pirates,  and  wrote  to  bis  father  for 
ransom.  But  the  father  would  not  redeem 
him ;  so  the  youth  wasted  away  in  prison. 
Now  he  who  detained  him  in  chains  had  a, 
daughter  of  great  beauty  and  virtue.  She 
was  at  this  time  in  her  twentieth  year>  and 
frequently  visited  the  young  man  with  the 
hope  .of  alleyiating  bis  griefs.  But  he  was 
too  disconsplate  to  hearken.  At  lengtb,  after 
some  time  had  passed  in  this  manner,  believing 
her  prejudiced  in  bis  favor,  and  disposed  to 
succour  him,  he  asked  b^r  to  obtain  bis  freedom. 
She  replied,^  "  But  bow  am  I  to  effect  it  ?  Tby 
father,  thine  own  father  will  not  ransom  thee : 
on  what  ground  then  sbould  I,  a  stranger,  at^ 
tempt  it  ?  And  suppose  that  l  were  induced 
to  do  so,  I  sbould  incur  the  wrath  of  my  pa^ 
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rent,  because  thine  denies  the  piice  of  thy 
redemptioD«  Nevertheless,  on  one  cöndition 
thou  shalt  be  liberated."  "  Amiabie  creature/' 
retumed  he^  "  impose  what  thou  wiit ;  so  that 
it  be  possible,  I  will  accomplish  it."  ^  Pro- 
mise,  then/'  said  she,  *^  to  marry  me,  when- 
ever  an  opportunity  may  occur."  "  I  pro- 
miBe/'  said  the  youth  joyfully,  ^  and  plight 
thee  an  unbrolen  faith."  The  girl  immedi* 
ately  commenced  her  Operations ;  and  during 
\^T  fathef's  absence  effected  his  release,  and 
fted  with  him  to  his  own  country.  When  thcy 
amvedy  the  father  of  the  youth  welcomed 
him^  and  said^  ^*  Son^  I  am  overjoyed  at  thy 
retam;  but  who  is  the  lady  imder  thy  es- 
cort  ?**  He  replied,  '^  It  is  the  daughter  of  a 
king,  to  whom  I  am  betrothed."  The  father 
retaraed,  **  On  pain  of  losing  thy  inheritance, 
I  Charge  thee,  marry  her  not."  **  My  father," 
exclaimed  the  youth,  '^  what  hast  thou  said  ? 
My  obligations  to  her  are  greater  than  they 
are  to  you ;  for  when  imprisoned  and  fettered 
by  my  enemy,  I  implored  you  to  ransom  me ; 
butthis  you  cruelly  denied.  Now  she  not 
only  reieased  me  from  prison,  but  firom  the 
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«pprl^ension»^  df  daatfa^^-andy  tWeforej  I  am 
reaolMd  t<»  marry  faev/'  Th«  falber  cmswier- 
eär  '*  S<m^  I  tett  ikee,  tbat  tbou  eaiiBt  net 
OQflfide  -iik  lier^  aiid  cönsequaitly  ought  not  to 
espoüse  her.»  She  deceived  her  own  &tber, 
Tvfaeii  she  libersted  thee  frompiisbii»  aecietly 
cmiirymg  off  the  prtce  of  thy  redemptioft. 
Therefoie^  I  am  of  opinioa,  that  tbou  ciy^ftl 
notconfide  in  her^  and  conae^aelnlly  ovgbi 
^mgkKt  ttot  to  espoose  bar.  Besid««^  tbeiei» 
anothei  Teason«  1 1  is  tme^sbeliberaiad  Afi% 
b«t  it  was^for  the^gratificatkoi^of  bei^  piaaäoBS» 
and  in  order  to  oblige  tbee  to  inariry  b^* 
And^  mce  an  «nwortby  passion  was  d^ 
source  of  thy  liberty,  I  tbink»  that  she  ought 
not  to  be  tfay  wife.''  Wben  tbre  tady  heaid 
shcIB'  rtaaond  assigsn^,  sbe  answered,  "  To 
your  feit  objectioa^  that  I  d^ceived  my  owb 
paf  en^  I  reply»  tiaat  it  i»  not  true.  He  de- 
ceives  wbo  takes  away  or  diminisbes  a.  cer- 
taia  gqodu  But  my  fatber  it  so  rieh  that  be 
n«eds  not  any  addition.  Wben,  therefare^  I 
had  matoonly  wetghed  thiarmatt^,  I  pro^ared 
the  yovngman's  fi^edom.  And  if  my  Didier 
faad  rcGtiTed  a  ransom  £or  him^  bebad  b^ea 
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hnk  lUtle  neker ;  wd  tkerefore  caniiot  be  iMck  * 

impoveriahed  by  Ule  wuii  of  iU  Now»  m  aot-i 

ing.  tbos^  I  Itove  served  jo%  who  refiised  tbo 

ratisom^  mmI  hay«  doiie  no  ittjiury  ta  my  pit** 

fem.    As  for  your  last  ob^eotioiii  ikat  an  uttv 

worthy  pasAiön  Hrged  jom  to  da  diis,  I  asseri 

that  it  18  Mse.    FediagSf  of  «acb  a  nataM 

ame/  etdiet  from  great  personal  bea«fy  ot 

üatm  wealtli^  or  honoaa ;  or  fiaaUy^  faxak  a  lO» 

b«fit  appeatanee.    Jdm»  of.  wUdi  cpiaUtieB 

yoiic  eton  poBseased.    For  iiiiplisaDaeat  hadi 

destroyed  bis  beauty ;  aad  be  had:HOt  satt* 

eient«wealtb  eron  to  effisct  bi«.lä>erati«tt; 

wiü»  muck  anxiaty  had    wonr  awoy    bis 

str«i^A>  and  left  bim.  emaciaied  «id  «kkly * 

Th«refi(»e,  coiapaaBioii  ratkef  persaaded  ne  to 

fimehim..^   Wkaa  tbe  fatber  bad  bcati  tbia^ 

be  eonld  object  nodiiag  moiew    Sa  his-son 

nämad  ibe  ksly  wHäM  mry  greai.  poai{]v  ^^ 

cloied  hia  Hfiet  ü»  peaee.  (3> 


APTiLtCATlON. 

My  b^ldi^d,  tbe  son  eaptared  by  pirates^,  ia 
the  wkc^  Atmuin  raee,  led  by  tbe  sin  of  onir 
fifst  pavent  into  the  pnson  of  tbe  dei4l — tbeet 
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'  is»  into  his  power.  The  father  who  would  not 
redeem  him^  is  the  world,  which  aids  not  man's 
escape  from  the  evil  one^  but  rather  loves  to 
retain  him  in  thraldom.  The  danghter  wbo 
visited  him  in  prison^  is  the  Divinity  of  Christ 
united  to  the  soul  ;  who  S3rmpathised  with  the 
human  species — and  who,  after  his  passion, 
descended  into  hell  and  freed  ud  from  the 
ehains  of  the  devil.  But  the  celestial  Father 
has  no'occasion  for  wealth^  because  He  is  in- 
finitely  rieh  and  good.  Therefore,  Christ, 
moyed  with  compassion^  came  down  from 
Heayen  to  visitus^  and  took  uponÜimself  our 
ibrm^  and  required  no  more  than  to  be  united 
in  the  dosest  bonds  with  man.  So  Hosea  ii. 
**  I  will  marryher  tomein  faithfulness.''  But 
oür  father^  the  world,  whom  many  obey,  ever 
murmürs  and  objects  to  this.  '*  If  thou 
unitest  thyself  to  God,  thou  shalt  lose  my  in- 
heritance*' — -that  is,  the  inheritance  of  this 
World ;  because^  it  is  '*  impossible  to  serve 
God  and  mammon."  Matt,  vi.—**  He  who 
shall  leave  father,  or  mother,  •  or  wife,  or 
country,  for  my  sake,  he  shall  receive  an 
hundred  fiold  and  possess  everlästing  life.'' 


OF   FOLLOWING   REASON;  31 

Which  may  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  liying 
Qod,  Touchsafe  to  bestow  upon  us ;  wbo  with 
the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  liveth  and 
reigneth  for  ever  and  eyer.    Amen. 


TALE  VI. 


OF  FOLLOWING   REASON. 


A  CERTAiN  emperor,  no  less  tyrannical  than 
powerful,  espoused  a  very  beautiful  girl,  the 
daughter  of  a  king.  After  the  ceremony  was 
coBcluded,  each  solemnly  vowed  that  the 
death  of  the  one  should  be  followed  by  the 
voluntary  destruction  of  the  other.  It  bap- 
pened  not  many  days  after,  that  the  emperor 
went  into  a  far  country,  and  continued  there 
a  long  time.  Being  desirous  of  proving  the 
fidelity  of  bis  wife,  he  directed  a  messenger  to 
inform  hier  that  he  was  dead.    When  this  in- 
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WligißMe  iwftft  cQoniiuHiicated,  «ke  refiEtem« 
bfiiedilhe  oalihfwiädi  Imd  been  aduMoistered, 
Mi  fm«i^it>tedliei»elfi-nna  a  lofty  «a«rtaia, 
with  an  iixlentH)n  to  die«  But  ehe  Feccived 
little  injury,  and  in  a  short  space  was  re« 
stored  to  health.  Her  father  understanding 
this,  forbade  obedience  to  the  mandate  and 
oath  prescribed  by  her  husband.  Still,  as 
she  seemed  anxious  4»  oomply  with  them,  the 
father  said,  '*  If  you  refuse  assent  to  my  re- 
quest,  quit  the  palace  with  all  haste."  But 
she  replied,  '*  I  "will  not  da  thut ;  and  I  will 
prove,  by  good  reasons^  my  right  to  remain. 
When  an  oath  is  swom,  ought  it  not  to  be 
faithfuUy  juaintained  ?  I  hai^e  swom  tp  my 
hm^bfuaid,  that  I  would  des^tcpy  my^^«  if  I 
aurviTed  him ;  therefore^  it  ia  no  d^^^ncy 
to  fulfil  my  vow,  and  I  oiight  not  tQ  be  düii^en 
Ir^  your  palace.  Morea^er,  noone  shoudd 
be  punished  for  that  wbich  isoowtteoidftble« 
^ow,  since  m^  and  w^pinan  are  one  flea^^^ae- 
oord^  to  the  laws  of  Ood^  it  ia  comao^d^de 
for  awife  to  jporish  >with  her  huabmd.  0» 
)?frhicb  accQunt,  4bare  was  a  law  in  India>  tlMit 
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burn  herseif  as  evidence  of  her  grief  and  love ; 
or  eise  be  depasked  sMve,  in  his  sepulchre« 
And  therefore  I  fiunk  that  it  ts  no  error  to 
kill  my  seif  for  die  love  of  my  Jiusband."  The 
fatber  answered^  **  Wben  you  «aid  that  you 
wttre  bound  by  an  oatb^  you  should  haye  re- 
r^membered  that  ^uch  an  Obligation  is  jiot 
biQdi4g9  because  its  end  is  deprirAtion  of  life« 
Ab  oadi  should  always  be  consiatent  with  rea- 
sou ;  and  tberefore  yQur's  being  unreasonable 
isof  no.£wce.  Aa  for  the  other  argumenta 
that  it  is  praise-worthy  in  a  wi&  to  die  with 
her  hjftdband^  it  avails  you  not.  For  although 
thpy  are  jone  m  the  body»  united  by  camal  af- 
fections«  yet  they  are  two  persons  in  soul^ 
a^d  are  really  and  s^ubi^tantially  different. 
J^erefore,  neiAher  does  this  afford  any  re- 
so^ce.''  Wkm  the  lady  heard  these  words« 
she  cquJd  ai^ue  no  farther,  butcon^lied  with 
the  request  of  her  parent.  She  refrained  frc»n 
soliciting  destruction;  but  though  appiized 
of  her  husband's  existence  soon  after^  she 
neither  retumed  to,  nor  forgave  him. 
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APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  is  the  devil.  The 
girl  is  the  soul  created  in  the  likeness  of  God, 
but  by  sin  espoused  to  the  evil  one.  Where- 
fore,  in  the  commission  of  sin^  there  is  a  cove- 
nant  established^  namely^  that  if  a  man  die  in 
sin  and  in  remote  parts— that  is,  in  hell,  it  is 
previously  agreed  upon  by  his  own  pride,  that 
the  sinning  soul  should  cast  itself  from  a  high 
mountain — that  is,  from  heaven  down  to  hell : 
and  thus  it  was,  before  the  advent  of  our  Sa- 
viour.  But  He,  by  his  passion,  re-instated  it 
in  health.  Notwithstaiiding,  the  soul  ;still 
desires  to  precipitate  itself,  as  often  as  it  acts 
again^t  the  divine  command.  But  God,  who 
is  our  Father,  would  not  willingly  that  we 
should  fall»  but  had  rather,  by  contrition  and 
confession,  receive  us  wholly  to  Himself,  and 
bind  US  so  finnly  to  Hirn,  that  with  Hirn  we 
BCiight  enjoy  everlasting  life. 


.Olt  TVS  ENTT  (W  BAD  IfflK^  &C«      ^$ 


TALE    VII. 


OF  THE  ENVY  OF  BAD  MEN  TOWARDS 

THE  GOOD. 


WuEN  Diocletian  was  emperor,  ih&te  was 
a  certaia  noble  soldier  who  liad  two  sons, 
whom  he  entirely  and  truly  Iot^.  The 
younger  of  them  manied  a  harlot»  withoutthe 
knowledge  of  his  father,  and  the  infamy  of 
this  proceedtng  overwhelmed  him  with  the 
greatest  giief«  .He  sternly  banished  him  from 
his  presente^  and  left  him  to  the  rebukes  of 
conscience,  and  to  the  agonies  of  approaching 
want.  Nevertheless,  his.  family  increased; 
and  a  beautiful  but  sickly  child  added  to  their 
oecessity  and  despair.  In  this  Situation  he 
despatched  a  messenger  to  his  parent,  to 
supplicate  relief ;  andwhen  his  wretchedness. 
was  made  known»  it  moved  him  to  compas- 
sion^  and  he  forgave  him  all.    After  their  re» 
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conciliation,  the  son  entrusted  to  his  father'$ 
protection  the  child  thftt  the  harlot  bore  him, 
and  it  was  taken  to  his  house  and  educated  as 
his  own.  But  when  the  eider  brother  faeard 
what  had  happened,  he  was  exceedingly  wroth, 
and  Said  to  his  father,  ''  Thou  art  mad^  and  I 
will  prove  it  by  satisfactory  reasons.  He  is  mad 
who  fostersand  adopts  a  son  by  whom  he  has 
been  grievously  wronged.  Now  my  brother» 
whose  son  tbat  child  is,  did  you  great  injiuy 
when  he  espoused  i»  harlot  contrary  to  your 
will.  Therefore,  I  am  perstaaded  t^at  yo«  are 
mad — for  you  both  protect  the  child^  and  are 
at  peace  with  him/'  Here  die  fkther  answer* 
edy  **  Son,  I  am  reconciled  to  thy  brother,  in 
consequence  of  his  own  contrition,  and  the 
urgent  entreaties  of  his  fiiends^  Therefore,  it 
beconies  me  to  love  my  recoreiied  s<m  more 
than  you ;  because,  you  have  often  oflR^ded 
me,  but  never  »Might  a  reeonciliation :  and 
since  you  have  not  humbly  acknowledged 
your  transgressions,  you  are  more  ungrateAit 
than  your  brother  has  been,  whom  you  would 
have  me  banish  from  my  house.  You  ought 
rather  to  rejoice  that  he  is  reconciled  to  me. 
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Bnt  becRuse  ycm  have  exhibttod  so  much  in- 
gratitade,  you  diall  not  receive  the  inheri- 
tance  designed  for  you,  It  ikall  be  f^tveD  tO 
yoar  brotber." — And  ao  it  wu  done.  (6) 


APPLICATION. 

My  belored,  by  this  fiiüier,  we  are  to  un- 
derstaod  outheavenly  Futher :  by  the  two  aons, 
the  angelic  and  human  nature.  Tbe  human 
uature  was  onited  with  a  hajlot, — that  ia,  with 
kvmanity,  when  it  ate  the  fatal  apple,  contrary 
to  the  Divine  injunction.  Wherefore,  it  was 
banished  by  the  hearenly  Father,  The  Bon  of 
the  harlot,  is  matJänd,  ^hich  had  perished  in 
its  perrerseneSB  but  for  the  paternal  regard. 
And  it  ia  described  aa  aickly,  because  being 
the  fruit  of  sin,  it  isplaced  inavalleyof  tears. 
A  Bweat  of  thy  brow 

gj  t  he,  by  the  passion 

Ol  G^od  the  Father,  and 

ft  e  good  Offices  and 

pi  0  daily  pour  fortfa 

tt  .  for  all  the  world. 

%  isk  that  wbich  thej 
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desire/'.  But  the  other  brotber»  namely^  the 
devil  (who  is  the  father  of  ingratitude)  conti«, 
nually  attacks  U9,  imd  juunaurs  at  our  recoo« 
ciliation;  alleging  that  we  ought  pot  toobtaia 
our  heavenly  inheritance  because  of  original 
sin.  But  doubtless  if  we  live  a  holy  and  pure 
life  in  this  world,  bis  allegation  will  nothing 
avail ;  nay^  we  ßball  obtain  bis  portion— that 
is,  the  place  whicb  b^  has  lost  in  beaven. 


TALE   VIII. 


OF   FALSE   ALLEGATIOKS. 


WuEN  tbe  emperor  Leo  reigned^  bis  chief 
pleasure  consisted  in  ä  beautiful  face.  Where- 
fore,  he  caused  three  fewale  images  to  be 
made,  to  whicb  he  dedicated  a  stately  temple, 
and  commanded  all  bis  subjects  to.  worship 
tbem.    The  first  image  stretched  out  its  band 


over  diepeopley  and  up^m.  one  of  its  fingen 
was  placed  a  gold«n  ring  bearing  the  foUowing 
device :  "  Myjmger  ü  generous.*'  Tbe  second 
image  had  a  golden  beard,  and  on  its  brow  wa6 
written,  '^  Ihaoe  a  beard:  ifany  om  be  beard^ 
ks8,  kt  him  tome  Po  me,  und  I  wül  ghe  kirn 
one.^'  The  third  image  Imd  a  golden  cloak, 
iand  pnrple  tunic^  and  on  its  breast  appeared 
these  words^  in  large  golden  characters.  "  I 
fear  no  one.'*  These  three  images  were  fabri- 
cated  of  stone.  Now  when  they  had  been 
erected  aocording  to  the  command  of  the  Em* 
peror,  he  ordained  that  whoBoeyer  conveyed 
away  either  the  ring^  or  golden  beard,  or 
cloak»  shonld  be  docHned  to  the  most  dis- 
graceful  death.  It  so  chanced  that  a  certain 
fellow  entering  the  temple^  perceived  the  ring 
apon  the  finger  of  the  first  image,  wfaich  he 
immediately  drew  off.  He  then  went  to  the 
secondy  and  took  away  the  golden  beard* 
Lastof  all,  he  came  to  the  third  image,  and 
when  he  had  removed  the  cloak,  he  departed 
from  the  temple.  The  people,  seeing  their 
images  despoiled,  presently  communicated  the 
robbery  totheEmperor.  Thetransgressorwas 
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summoned  before  him,  and  cbarged-  w^ith  pil« 
fsriag  from  the  Images»  eontrary  to  the  ecüet 
Bot  he  replied,  *'  My  Lord»  snS^r  me  to  speak. 
Wkea  I  entered  the  temple,  the  first  im«^ 
exteiid^  towards  me  ita  fing»  vith  the  golden 
ring^^iMS  if  it  had  said»  '  Here»  take  the  riog/ 
Yet>  not  knerely  betdanse  the  finger  was  bdd 
fordi  to  me,  mövli,  I  hare  repeiy^d  iti  but,  by 
and  l^,  I  read  4ihe  «wpers^i^icm»  wlüci 
sidd»  ^  My  finger  is  g&uromr^tBAiO  the  riog.* 
Whereby  understanding  that  it  was  the  ste^ 
tiie*s  pleasure  to  bestow  it  uppn  me,  good  man- 
ners  obliged  me^  refiise  it.  Aiienvaids, 
I  approached  the  second  image  widi  the  gol* 
4en  beard  ^  and  I  eommun^  mih  my  owb 
heart»  and  said»  ^  The  author  of  this  statue 
neVer  had  such  a  beard»  ibr  I  have  seea 
him  repeatedly ;  and  the  oreatnre  ongki» 
bey<md  queation»  to  be  inferior  to  the  Cre- 
ator. Therefore  it  is  fitting  aad  necessary  to 
take  away  the  beard.'  But  altbou^  sh 
offered  not  the  smalleAt  Opposition,  yet  I  wts 
unwilling  to  carry  it  off»  until  I  diatinedy 
perceived»  '  I  have  a  beard ;  if  smy  <me  be 
beardless»  let  him  come  to  me»  and  I  will 
give  him  one.'    I  am  beardless»  as  your  Ma* 


jegty  niay  see,  and  ^erefore,  fbr  two  especiai 
renons^  took  away  tbe  beard«  '  Tbe  first  was^ 
that  she  sltöald  look  wore  lik«  her  author» 
and  not  grow  tco  prood  of  her  golden  beard« 
Secondly,  that  by  theae  meana,  I  might  pro- 
lect  my  own  bald  pate.  Again^  I  came  to 
the  third  image«  wfaieh  bore  a  golden  cloak 
I  took  away  the  cloak,  because,  being  of 
metal,  in  the  wintor  time,  it  is  extremely 
cold ;  and  the  Image  itaelf  is  made  of  atoae. 
Now  stone  is  natarally  a>ld ;  and  if  it  had 
letained  the  golden  <doak  it  wonld  have  been 
BäAug  C(dd  to  cold,  whidi  were  a  bad  thing 
for  the  Image.  Also,  if  it  had  possessed  this 
doak  in  sninmer,  it  wo«ld  have  proved  too 
beavy  and  warm  for  die  season.  Howe^er,  I 
^old  not  have  bonie  it  away  even  for  these 
causes  if  the»  had  aot  bem  wiittm  upon 
Ihe  breast, '  I  fear  nobody.'  For  I  discoyered 
in  thi^  '▼annt,  such  intolerable  arrogance, 
tlttt  I  took  away  the  cl<mk,  merdy  to  hum« 
bk  it.'*  ''  Fiur  Sir/'  replied  the  Emperor^ 
''does  not  the  law  say  expresriy  that  the 
images  diall  not  be  robbed,  nor  the  oma- 
meats  upon  diem  molested  on  aay  pretenee  t 
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You  have  impudently  taken  away  that  whkh 
did  not  belong  to  you,  and  therefor^»  I  deter- 
;mine  that  you  be  instäntly  suspended  ona 
gallows/V  And  so  it  was  done,  (6)' 


APPLICATION- 

My  beloyed^  that  Emperor  is  our  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ.  The  three  images  are  three  sorts 
of  men/  in  whom.  Grod  takes  pleasure— a&  h 
is  written»  ^^  tby  deli^t  is  in  the  aons  of 
men«"  If  we  live  piously  and  uprigbtly,  Qod 
will  remain  with  us*  By  the  fiist  Image  witb 
extendad  hand»  we  may  conceive  the  poor  and 
the  simple  of  this  world ;  who>  if  they  have 
business  in  the  halls  of  prihces  and  noblemen, 
will  prevail  but  little  unlesa  the. band  is 
put  forth  to  present  a  gift»  Gifts  blind  the 
eyes  of  a  judge.  But  if  it  ahould  be  asked  of 
such  a  one,  or  of  bis  servants,  "  Why  fleecest 
thou  the  poor  V  it  is  instäntly  replied^  **  Can 
.1  not  receive  with  a  good  conscience«  whai  is 
Yoluntarily  presented?  If  I  toofc  not  the 
offering^  people  wouldsay.I  was  besotted.; 
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and  therefore»  to  curb  their  tongues  I  take  it." 
By  the  secbnd  image  we  äre  to  understand  the 
rieh  of  the  world,  who,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
are  exalted  to  great  weallh.  So  the  Psalmist  • 
"  Thou  raisest  the  poor  out  of  the  mire,  and 
they  are  accused  before  their  rivals."  Some 
wretched  man  hath  a  golden  beard— that  is^ 
great  riches,  which  he  inherited  from  bis  fa- 
ther ;  and  straightway  we  oppress  him,  either 
with  a  legal  pretext  or  without.  A  just  man 
is  overbome  and  robbed ;  for  they  say,  "  We 
are  bald/'  that  is^  We  ate  poor;  and  it  is 
fitting  that  he  divide  bis  riches  with  us  :  nay, 
he  18  often  murdered  for  bis  property.  '*  Co- 
vetousness,"  says  St*  Paul  to  Timothy,  ".  is 
the  root  of  all  evil."  By  the  third  image  with 
the  golden  cloak,  we  are  to  understand  men 
raised  to  great  dignities»  Such  are  the  pre- 
lates  and  princes  of  the  earth,  who  are  ap- 
pointed  to  preserve  the  law,  to  cultiyate  virtue, 
and  to  root  out  vice.  Wherefore,  evil-doers, 
who  refuse  to  submit  to  necessary  discipline, 
lift  themselres  up,  and  conspire  against  their 
ecclesiastioal  governors  and  superiors,  saying, 
**We  will  not  have  bim  to  reign  over  us/' 

c5 
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St.  Jjuke.  The  Jewa  seeing  Christ  performing 
miracles,  and  proving  ihat  they  had  smnel 
against  the  law,  immediately  contrire  bis 
death.  $ut  these  oonspirators»  lyad  the  like 
to  them,  sball  die  the  death.  Therefore»  let 
US  diligenüy^  study  to  cerrect  what  is  amiss  m 
this  Ufe  present,  that  we  may^ .  &c> 


TALE   IX. 


OF  BEPRAVITY  CONQUERED  BY  iflLDNlSSSt 


Alexander  was  a  renowned  and  prudent 
Bmperor.  He  married  the  daughter  of  the 
King  of  Syria,  and  had  by  her  a  beautifiil 
son.  The  boy  grew,  but  coming  to  maii*6 
estate»  he  conspired  against  his  father,  and 
continually  sought  his  deatii.  This  conduct 
Burprised  the  Emperor,  and  conversing  widi 
the  Bmpress>  he  said^  ^*  Fair  wife,  teil  nie>  I 


ptiy  thee^  withoat  reserre»  hast  thou  ever 
forsftken  me  for  anotker  r — "  My  Lord»"  an* 
swered  hui  wife,  "  what  is  tke  purport  of 
your  quettion  V* — "  Your  «on/'  8iid  ht,  **  «oeks 
my  li£e.  It  amazes  me;  and  if  he  were  mine 
be  cottld  not  do  iL" — ^*  Heaven  «oan  witaes«/' 
retumed  the  Lady,  **  tfaat  I  am  iimoceKl»  Ht 
is  iruly  your  aon^  but  to  what  end  he  porsuea 
your  destruction^  I  camiot  sormise/'  The 
Emperor,  satisfied  on  this  point,  spoke  to  hU 
sofi,  with  the  utmost  mildneas.  ^*  My  dear 
8on/'  said  he^  ''  I  am  your  father ;  by  my 
means  you  came  into  the  world,  and  will  suc^ 
ceed  me  on  the  thnme.  Why  then  do  you 
desire  my  death  ?  I  have  ever  loved  and  cared 
for  you,  and  my  posseesions  are  not  less  your's 
than  mine«  Cease,  I  conjure  you,  from  such 
4U1  iniquitous  porsuit ;  and,  in  retum  for  hav- 
ing  given  you  life,  curtail  not  the  few  brief 
hours  that  are  asaigned  me."  Nevärtheless 
the  son  disregarded  his  father^s  entreaties» 
and  every  succeeding  day  diecovered  fresh 
proofa  of  a  hard  and  depraved  heart ;  some» 
times  endeayouring  to  slay  him  in  public,  and 
sometimea  resorting  to  secret  assassination. 

c6 
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When  the  father  became  aware  of  this^  he  re^ 
tired  into  avery  secluded apartment, and  took 
with  him  bis  son«  Presenting  a  naked  sword^ 
he  said,  *^  Take  this  weapon,  and  now  hesitate 
not  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  the  existence  of 
thy  parent ;  for  it  will  be  esteemed  less 
shamefnl  to  be  slain  by  my  own  son^  quietly 
and  in  secret»  than  to  be  exposed  to  the  up- 
roar  aiid  Observation  of  the  people."  The  son, 
Struck  with  the  enormity  of  what  he  purposed, 
cast  aside  the  extended  sword,  and  Alling 
upon  his  knees,  wept  aloud  **  Oh^ !  my  fa- 
ther," Said  he,  "  I  have  done  thee  wrong— 
open  and  notorious  wrong,  and  am  na  more 
worthy  to  be  called  thy  son.  Yet  forgire  me, 
dearest  father,  and  once  again  restore  me  to 
thy  forfeited  love.  From  henceforth,  I  will 
be  indeed  thy  son,  and  in  all  things  execute 
thy  pleasure."  When  the  overjoyed  parent 
heard  this,  he  feil  upo&  his  neck^  and  kissed 
him.  '^  Oh  my  beloved  son,  be  faithful  and 
affectionate,  and  thou  shalt  find  a  fond  and 
indulgent  father/'  He  then  clothed  him  in 
gorgeous  apparel,  and  brought .  him  to  the 
banquetii^-chamber,  where  he  wassumptu* 
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ously  feasted  with  all  the  nobles  of  bis  emptre» 
The  Emperor  liyed  asliorttime  mfter  this»  aad 
fiaished  his  oareer  in  peace. 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  Emperor  is  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Son  of  •  God.  He  who  seeks  the 
life  of  his  father  is  any  bad  CkmHan  who  is 
made  a  legitimate  child  of  God,  by  theyidhies 
of  baptism.  The  mother  of  tbe  boy  is  the 
holy  church^  throogh  which  our  baptismal 
Tows  are  received ;  and  thrbngh  whieh  also  th^e 
perverse  sinner,  removed  from  God  by  mani* 
fold  offences,  seeks  the  death  of  Christ,  who  is 
himselfthe/ofil^r,  asappears  from  Deut.  xxm. 
"  Is  he  not  thy  father,"  8u5.  Therefore,  the 
Christian  attempts  to  destroy  Christ,  as  often 
as  he  departs  from  the  law  of  God.  Again, 
Christ  withdraws  intothe  innermostsanctnary, 
and  there,  not  only  offers  his  breast  to  the 
drawn  sword—- bnt  has  actually  died  tot  our 
Mns.  Wherefore>  remembering  his  l^ve,  and 
the  sources  o£  our  own  security,  we  ought  to 
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reaist  sid^  and  serve  him  faithfaUy .  The  hüm 
delivered  to  bis  son  die  instr ument  of  death : 
80  God  gives  to  you  a  sword— -that  is,  free 
will,  either  to  receive  his  grace  and  love,  er  to 
reject  them.  Do  thou  therefore  act  as  the  son 
did :  cast  from  thee  the  sword  of  iniquity  and 
malice.  We  read  in  the  Gospel»  '^  The  son 
wen!  away  into  a  far  country/'  So  when  tbe 
sinner  loves  bis  camal  delights  he  wanders 
firom  the  Lord.  And  in  proportion  that  sin 
ren^ers  him  unlike  to  God,  in  the  same  pro» 
portion  he  removes  firom  him«  His  substance 
is  consumed,  while  life  and  thought  are  clog- 
ged  and  degraded  by  base  actions.  Thus,  as 
it  is  Said  of  the  son  in  the  Gospel,  **  He  began 
to  want ;  and  joining  himself  to  a  Citizen  of 
that  country,  he  was  placed  on  a  fann  to  feed 
swine/'  &c.  The  son  begins  to  want,  when 
his  yirtuous  feelings  are  overwhelmed  in  sin; 
for,  as  the  Psahnist  says,  *'  The  rieh  want,  and 
are  hungry."  He  join^  himself  to  a  Citizen— 
namely,  to  the  danl:  because  devils  are  Citi- 
zens and  mlers  of  the  darkness  of  this  worU. 
Acc<;Hrduig  to  tiie  remark  of  tbe  Apostk, ''  We 
"do  not  struggle  against  flesh  and  blood,''  &c. 


Swine  are  uncl^m  amnals,  beeanse  tbey  de* 
light  ia  filtfa»  and  tberefore  the  devils  may  be 
eompared  to  them>  who  are  saiturated  with  the 
filth  of  sin^  proeeeding  firom  tiiemselTea.    Re* 
fuse  i$  the  proper  food  of  sin ;  thas,  fornica«- 
tkin,  drunkennesB,  and  gluttony^  are  the  food 
of  devils.    The  sinner  seeks  to  fill  his  beliy 
with  such  refuse^  because  no  one  suppliet  him 
with  food  enough«  and  because  yoluptuousneM 
is  always  hnngry.   The  devil  often  denies  man 
Ihe  power  of  gtatifying  his  appetite,  knowing 
that  the  cup  of  his  iniquity  is  fall,  and  that  he 
is  dead  in  sin.    Nevertheless»  the  Lord,  by  his 
grace,  enables  him  to  throw  awajr  the.  sword  of 
vice ;  and  the  sinner  then  exciaims — "  Pity 
me,  O  Ood,  while  diou  correctest :  I  acknow*- 
ledge   my  transgressions.'^     The  Almighty 
Being  compassionates  his  distress,  and,  as  it 
were,  falls  npon  his  neck,  and  kisses  himv 
"  Bring  forth/'  he  says,  ^  the  most  sumptuoos 
jupparel,  and  clothe  him ;  put  a  ring  upon  his 
finger,  and  shoes  upon  his  feet.    Slay  likewise 
the  fatted  calf,  that  we  may  eat^for  my  son, 
which  was  dead,  is  alive  again ;  he  was  lost 
and  is  found/'    Th«s  onr  heavady  Father« 
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wfaen  the  repentant  sinner  Stands  awe-struck 
before  him,  falls  upon  his  neck,  kisses  hm^ 
and  comforts  him  with,  many  words«  As  it  is 
written— "  He  shall  kiss  me  with  the  kiss  of 
his  lip."  The  splendid  vesture  is  putüpon  him, 
when^  as  a  true  penitent,  he  entertains  the  lo?e 
of  Christ.  The  ring  on  his  finger  denotes  the 
seal  of  Christ's  similitnde^  manifested  in  good 
works.  He,  therefore,  bears  the  ring,  whose 
actions  resemble  our  Lord's  "  labors  of  iove." 
The  shoes  on  the  feet,  are  the  living  exampies 
of  departed  saints.  For  as  shoes  defend  the 
feet>  so  do  the  examples  of  holy  men  secure 
the  sonl.  The  fatted  calf  is  Christ,  sacrificed 
for  our  sakes  upon  the  altarof  the  cross ;  and 
fatted,  because  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Let  then  the  city  bf  thy  heart,  waviüg  overits 
battlements  the  Standard  of  our  blessed  Lord, 
prove  that  it  is  defended  by  his  best  and  bravest 
soldiers.  It  is  said,  that  "  if  we  love  God,  all 
things  maybeforgiven" — that  is,  if  we  arepe- 
nitent,  our  errors  will  be  done  away.  If  we 
carry,  along  with  us  the  favor  and  fear  of  God, 
we  shall  obtaih  everlasting  life ;  to  which,  of 
His  infinite  mercy,  may  he  lead  us« 
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TALE    X. 


OF  THB  MANAG£BlENt  OF  TMS  SOUL. 


tH£  Emperor  Vespasian  liyed  a  long  time 
without  children ;  but  at  last»  by  the  coansel 
of  certain  wise  men,  he  espoused  a  beautiful 
girl,  brought  to  him  from  adistant  country. 
He  afterwards  travelled  with  her  into  foreign 
tends,  and  tbere  becatne  fether  of  a  sön.  In 
the  course  of  time,  he  wished  to  revisit  hia  own 
kingdom ;  but  bis  wife  obstinately  refused  to 
comply,  and  said,  *'  If  you  leave  me,  I  will 
kill  myself."  The  Emperor,  theijefore,  in  this 
dilemma,  oonstruoted  two  rings;  and  upon.the 
jewelswith  which  they  werexichLyomsimented, 
he  sculptured  images  possesaing  Tery  Singular 
virtues.  One  bore. an  effigy  of  memory ;  and 
the  other  an  effigy  of  oblivion«  They  were 
placed  upon  the  apex  pf  each  ring ;  and  that 
which  represented  obiiyion  he  beatowed  upon 
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le  other  he  retained  bimself;  and 
had  been,  such  was  the  ponet  of 
rhe  wife  presuitly  forgot  her  hos- 
e  husband  cared  but  littleforthe 
is  wife.  Seeiug,  therefore,  that 
ts  ftchiered,  he  depatted  joyfiiUy 
iminions,  and  never  afterwardB  le- 
>  lady.    So  he  ended  his  daya  in 


APPLICATION. 

d,  by  the  &Bpeior  understuid  the 
viuch  ou^t  to  retum  io  its  own 
tt  it,  to  Heaven,  by  whkh  path 
irrive  at  security.  Therefore,  the 
i[— "  Sa«  me,  O  God,"  &c.  The 
wify,  which  holde  the  soul  in  sen- 
I,  that  encnmber  and  bar  its  pas- 
etemal  life,  where  the  empire  and 
lon)  is.  And  why  does  it  so  im- 
ecause  the  flesh  rebels  against  the 
^e  spirit  wars  agaiast  ^e  flesh. 
ifore,  as  the  Emperor  did;  nake 
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two  rings — the  rings  of  memory  and  forgctful* 
tiess,  which  are  prayer  and  fasting;  for  both 
are  effective.  In  most  ooilntries^  a  ring  upon 
the  woman's  finger  is  a  token  of  her  marriage ; 
and  when  a  man  resigns  himself  to  prayer 
and  fasting,  it  is  evidence  of  his  being  the 
bride  of  Christ.  Pn^«r  is  the  ring  of  meniory, 
for  the  Apostle  enjoins  us  to  *'  pray  without 
ceasing.*'  Man>  therefore,  makes  use  of  pe* 
riodical  prayer,  that  God  may  remember  his 
desires ;  while  smgels  themselres  present  and 
aid  the  petition,  as  vre  read  in  the  book  of 
Tobit.  Fasting  may  be  caUed  die  ring  of  ob- 
livion,  becanse  it  withdraws  from  and  forgets 
tbe  enticements  of  the  flesh,  that  there  may 
be  no  obstmction  in  its  progress  to  €rod.  Let 
HS  then  study  to  preserve  these  rings  and  merit 
everlasting  life. 
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TALE   XI. 


OP  THE  POISOM  OF  SIN. 


ÄLBXANDBBwaa  aprinceof  great  power,  ud 
a  disciple  c>f  Aristotle,  vrho  instrncted  him  io 
every  biaoch  of  polite  learniog.  Th?  Queen 
of  the  North  hariag  heard  of  Ms  proficiency, 
nonrished  Iier  daughter  from  tbe  cradle  upon 
a  cer,tain  kiod  of  deadly  poisoni  and  wben  sbe 
grew  up,  Bke  was  considered  eo  beautifiil,  that 
the  aightof  heraloneaffectedmany  withmad- 
oesB.  The  Queen  sent.  hei  to  Alexander  to 
espouse.  He  had  ao  Eooner  beheld  her,  than 
hebecameTioIently£namoared,  andwithmuch 
eagemesB  desired  to  possess  her;  but  AriatoÜe 
obBerring  bis  weakness,  said — "  Do  nottouch 
her,  for  if  you  do,  you  will  certainly  perish. 
She  bas  been  nurtured  upon  the  most  delete- 
rioua  food,  which  I  will  prove  to  you  imme- 
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diately.  Here  is  a  maiefactor,  who  is  already 
condemned  to  death.  He  shall  be  anited  to 
her,  and  you  will  soon  see  the  truth  of  what  I 
advance."  Accordingly  the  culprit  was  brought 
without  delay  to  the  girl ;  and  scarcely  had  he 
tottched  her  lips,  before  his  whole  frame  was 
impregnated  with  poison,  and  he  expired  in  the 
greatest  agony.  Alexander^  glad  at  his  escape 
from  such  imminent  destruction^  bestowed  alt 
thanks  on  his  instructor,  and  retumed  the  girl 
to  her  mother.  (7) 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved^  any  good  Christian,  streng  and 
powerful  in  virtues  communicated  at  his  bap- 
tism^  may  be  called  Alexander»  He  is  streng 
and  powerfiil  as  long  as  he  preserves  his  pu- 
rity  from  the  contamination  of  the  devil,  the 
World,  and  the  flesb.  The  Queen  of  the  North 
is  a  superfluity  of  the  things  of  life,  which 
sometimes  destroys  the  spirit^  and  generally 
the  body«  The  envenomed  beauty ,  is  Luxury 
and  Glnttony»  which  feed  men  with  delicacies. 
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that  are  poison  to  Ütt  souL  Artstotle  it  thy 
conscience,  or  reason,  which  reproves  and 
opposes  the  union  that  would  undo  tbe  sotü. 
The  malefaotor  is  a  penrerse  man,  disobedient 
to  his  Ood,  and  more  diligent  in  purauing  his 
own  carnal  delights,  than  the  divine  com- 
mands.  He  enfblds  bis  sins  in  a  close  em- 
brace,  by  wfaofse  deadly  toucb  he  is  apirituaUy 
destroyed.  So  the  book  of  Wisdom,  "  He 
who  touches  pitch  shall  be  defiled  by  it,** 
Let  US  then  study  to  live  honestly  and  ttp- 
rightly,  in  order  that  we  may  attain  to  ever« 
lasting  life. 


TALE    XII 


or  BAD  BXAMPLE. 


Ik  the  reign  of  Otfao  there  was  a  certain  slip- 
pery  priest,  who  created  much  distnrbance 
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among  his  pambiooen»  and  maay  were  ex- 
tremely  scaadalised.  Onet  of  them»  in  parti- 
ciliar,  always  absented  himself  firom  mass, 
when  it  feU  to  the  prieat's  tum  to  celebrate 
it,  Now  it  bappeued  on  a  festival  day ,  during 
the  time  of  ma«8»  that  as  tbia  person  was 
Walking  alone  througb  a  meadow,  a  »«ddea 
thirst  came  apon  bim ;  inaomueb,  that  be 
was  persuaded,  unless  pres^it  ralief  eo«ild  be 
obtained^  be  sbould  die.  In  tbis  extremity^ 
continuing  bis  walk»  be  diacovened  a  rivulet 
of  the  pucest  water,  of  wbicb  be  eopi^udy 
drank.  But  tbe  more  be  drank,  l^e  mere 
yiolent  beoame  bis  tbirst  Siurprised  at  so 
UBusnal  an  oceurrence»  be  said  to  bimsdf>  ^*  I 
will  find,  oiit  tbe  souree  of  tbis  riTulet»  and 
there  satisfy  my  tbirst."  As  be  prooeeded,  an 
old  man  of  majestic  appearanee  met  bim»  and 
Said,  "  My  fnend,  where  are  yo^  going?'' 
Tke  other  anawered»  'M  am  oppreaaed  by  an 
excessiye  drongbt»  suipassing  eyen  balief..  I 
discovered  a  little  stream  of  water»  and  drank 
»f  it  plentifuUy ;  bnt  tbe  more  I  dnmk»  tbe 
more  I  tbicsted»  So  I  am  endearonring  to 
find  its  souree»  tbat  I  may  drink  tbere»  and» 
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tf  it  be  possible,  deliver  myself  from  the  toy- 

menC    The  old  man  pointed  widi  his  fingen 

"  There,"  said  he,  ♦*  is  the  spring-head  of  the 

rivulet«      Butj  teil  me,  mine  honest  friend, 

why  are  you  not  ,at  Church,  and  with  other 

good  Christians,  hearing  Mass?'*    The  man 

answered,  "  Truly,  Master,  our  priest  leads 

^Ch  an  execrabie  life,  that  I  think  it  utterly 

impossible  he  should  celebrate  it,  so  as  to 

please  God/'   To  which  the  old  man  retunied, 

"  Suppose  what  you  say  is  true.     Obsenre 

this  fountain,  from  which  so  mach  excellent 

waler  istfiies,  and  from  which  you  have  lately 

drunk.''     He  looked  in  the  direction  pointed 

out,  and  beheld  a  putrid  dog  with  its  mouth 

n^de  bpen,  and  its  teeth  black  and  decayed, 

through  which  the  whole  fountain  gushed  in 

a  surprising  manner.    The  man  regarded  the 

stream  with  great  terror   and  confimsion  of 

mind,    ardentiy  desirous  of  quenching  his 

thirst,  but  apprehensive  of  poison  from'  the 

fetid  and  loathsome  caroase,  with  which,  to 

all  appearance,  the  water  was  iinbued.     ^*  Be 

not  äfraid,"^  said  the  old  man,  observing  his 

repugnance ;  ^'  thou  hast  already  drank  of 
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ihe  rivulet;  drink  again,  it  will  not  härm 
thee.**  Encouraged  by  these  assurances,  and 
impelled  by  the  intensity  of  bis  thirst,  he 
partook  pf  it  once  more,  and  instantly  reco- 
yered  from  the  drought.  "  Oh !  master," 
cried  he^  **  never  man  drank  of  such  delicious 
water."  The  old  man  answered,  "  See  now ; 
as  this  water»  gushing  through  the  mouth  of 
a  putrid  dog»  is  neither  poUuted»  nur  loses 
aught  of  its  natural  taste  or  colour,  so  is  the 
celebration  of  mass  by  a  worthless  minister. 
And  therefore»  though  the  vices  of  such  men 
may  displease  and  disgust»  yet  should  you 
not  forsake  the  duties  of  which  they  are  the 
appointed  organ."  Saying  these  words,  the 
old  man  disappeared ;  and  what  the  other 
had  Seen  he  communicated  to  bis  neighbours, 
and  ever  after  punctually  attended  mass. 
He  brought  this  unstable  and  transitory  life 
to  a  good  end;  and  passed  from  that  which 
is  corruptible  to  inherit  incorruption.  Which 
may  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  Mary,^ 
grant  to  all.    (8) 
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APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  Emperor  is  God ,  in  whose 
kingdom,  that  is^  in  the  world^  there  is^n  eril 
priest ;  namely,  every  perverse  Christian;  For 
as  the  priest  provides  for  the  spiritual  welfiire 
of  his  parishioDers^  so  the  Christian  is  required 
to  watch  over  and  preserve  the  spiritual  giils 
communicated  in  baptism.    The  bad  priest, 
through  the  influence  of  abad  example,  causes 
many  to  separate  from  the  commnnity  ;  änd 
therefore,  St.  Gregory  well  says,  that  "as 
often  as  he  does  an  ill  action,  he  loses  a  soul." 
In  like  manner^  the  bad  Christian  occasions 
the  condemnationof  multitudes  by  the  attiee- 
tion  of  wicked  examples  and  enticing  words. 
If  any  of  you,  to  whom  I  now  speak,  harc 
been  so  deluded^  act  like  the  parishioner  in 
our  Story.    Walk  across  the  meadows,  that 
is,  through  the  World,  until  you  find  one 
whom  your  soul  esteems  and  loves-p-to  wit, 
that  old  man,  who  is  Christ,  revealed  by  ac- 
tions  of  benevolence  and  mercy.     But,  in  the 
first  place,  drink  of  the  rivulet  although  it 
should    not    immediately    extinguish    your 
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tldnt«  That  rivulet,  i»  baptiimi  irikich  alone 
»  aUe  to .  quencli  the  dtought  oooMioned  by 
origiBa)  «in.  Yet  should  the  eril  naUre  of 
tlut  origin  prerail,  and  you  fall  agaia  into 
emr»  itlien  Mek.out  the-^pimtain«  .andthere 
dtmk*  For  diat  iauntaiir  k.  oiur  Lord  Jesus 
GkoMt/^  fae^vitneaaea^hiiiiBelf.  ''  I  am  a 
foantam  öf  liTing  ifsttr,  springing  up  into 
eteniallile«"  JoAniv.  The  streams  or  veins 
of  that  fonntain  are  the  vovds  of  Scriptnre» 
Vfhich.  too  firequently  issue  firom  the  month 
of  ft  pntvid  dog ;  that  i»^  of  an  e^il  preacher« 
If  it  shonld  be  asked^  why  the  «pprsog  of  pnre 
waler  is »made  to  flow  throo^  tke  lank.  jaws 
of  a  dog«  radier  tban  Ibrough  those  of  any 
other  aaimal,  it  is  answered^  that  Scriptnre 
QtOre  nanaUy  comparee  ituritb  a  priest,  tinan 
with  any  thing  eise;  and  as  in  a  dog  ihere 
are  fonv  «xecllent  qualities,  described  in  the 
following  oouplet. 

"  In  eane  bis  bina  «ant ;  et  lingua  medicioa» 
**  Ntorh  odoratos,  taaot  integer,  tt<pie  Ittrttns/' 

[la  «  dog  there  jve  fmu  tb^ngs  :  &  medicinidtongoe  ',  (0)  a  dis- 
liognishing  nose;  an  onsliaken  faitb,  and  nnremitting  watch- 
ftüueM.] 
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So  priests^  who  would  be  usefml  in  theit 

Station^  ought  diligently  to  cultivate  these 

four  properties.    First,  thattheirtonguepo»' 

sess  the  power  of  a  physician^  in  healing  the 

sick  in  heart,  and  probing  the  wounds  of  sin; 

being  carefnl,  at  the  same  time,  that  too 

rough  a  treatment  does  not  exacerbate  rather 

than  eure :  for  it  is  the  natura  of  dogs  to  M 

the  body's  wounds.  .  Secondlyl  aa  a  dog,  by 

keenness  of  sceYit  distinguishes  a  fox  from  a 

hare,  so  a  priest^  by  the  quickness  of  his  per- 

ception  in  auricular  disclosures«  should  dis- 

Cover  what  portiön  of  them  appertains  to  the 

cunning  of  the  fox — that  is,  to  heretiöal  and 

sophistical   perverseness ;    what  to,  internal 

struggles  and  timorous  apprehensions,  arising 

from  the  datestation  of  evil  or  hopelessneM 

of  pardon ;  and  what  to  the  unbroken  ferocity 

of  the  wolf  or  lion,  originating  in  a  haughty 

cöntempt  of  consequences ;  with  other  grada- 

tions  of  a  like  character.     Thirdly,  as  the  dog 

is  of  all  animals  the  most  faithful,  and  ready 

in  defence  of  his  master  or  his  family,  so 

priests  also,  should  shew  themselves  stauncK 

advocates  for  the  Catholic  faith ;  and  zealons 
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for  the  everlasting  salvation^  not  of  their  pa- 
rishioners  alone,  but  of  erery  denomination  of 
true  Christians,  according  to  the  words  of 
our  Lord,  John  x.  "  A  good  shepherd  lays 
down  his  life  for  his  sheep.*'  Also,  John  u 
**  Christ  laid  down  his  life  for  us."  And  we, 
in  humble  Imitation  of  our  divine  Master, 
ought  to  lay  down  our  Uvea  for  our  brethren. 
Fourthly,  as  a  dog  by  barking  betrays  the 
approach  of  thieves,  and  permits  not  the  pro- 
perty  of  his  master  to  be  invaded — so,  the 
faithfal  priest  is  the  watch-dog  of  the  great 
King :  one,  who  by  diligence  in  his  calling, 
prevents  the  machinations  of  the  devil  from 
tatdng  effect ;  from  drawing  the  soul  out  of 
that  high  treasury  composed  of  the  precious 
blood  of  Christ ;  and  where  alone  the  amazing 
price  of  our  redemption  is  etemally  repo-» 
sited. 
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TALE  XIIL 


OP  INWtDIK  ATE  ^OVE. 


A  CBRTAiN  Emperor  was-  stföngly  attaehed 
to  a  beautifiil  wife.  Iii  the  fi^st  yeat  of  their 
marriage^  she  was  delitered  of  a  son,  upon 
whom  she  doated  with  extravagant  fondness. 
When  the  ehild  had  completed  its  tlurd 
year,  the  king  died ;  för  whose  death  great 
lamentation  was  made  through  the  whole 
kingdom.  The  queen  bewailed  him  bitter- 
ly  ;  and  after  bis  remains  were  deposited  in 
the  royal  sepulchre^  took  up  her  resideiice 
in  another  part  of  the  country,  accompanied 
by  her  son.  This  child  became  the  object 
of  an  a£Pection  so  violent^  that  no  considera- 
tion  could  induce  her  to  leave  him ;  and  they 
invariably  occupied  the  same  bed,  even  tili 
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the  boy  hlud  «ttaäned  his  eighteenih  year« 
Now^wfaen  the  deril  perceived  the  kregular 
attadimefit    of  the  iaoiber>>  ftDd  the  fllial 
retum  exfaibited  by  the  stm^  he  iotkiuated 
black   and   mmatural   titcw^ts  mto    their 
imads ;  and  irom  time  to  titne  repeating  his 
(i^estable    solieitations;    finally   overthrew 
them;   The  queen  beeame  pregnairt ;  and  the 
mdiftpp^  son^  fiUed  ^nth  the  deepeet  horror^ ' 
a&dMrrJthing  beneath  the  moet  intolerable 
agoay,  qnitted  the  kingdom^  and  nerer  was 
keard  of  again..   In  due  time»  the  queen  was 
delivered  of  a  lovely  female«  whom  her  eyes 
nosooner  beheld,  than^mark>  ye  who  dream 
äiat  one  dereliction  irom  virtue^  may  be  tried 
wiäi  impunity-^— mark!)  desperate  at  the  re* 
m^mbrance  of  her  fearful  erime,  and  appre* 
kensiye  of  deteetion^  she  snatched  up  a  knife 
that  lay  beside  her^  and  pinnged  it  into  the 
infant'S  breast.     Not  eont^it  with  this  exhi- 
Ution  of  matemal  inhumanity^  she  cut  it  di- 
rectly across  the  throat^   firom  whence  the 
Mood  rapidly  gushed  forth^  and  falling  upon 
thepahn  of  her  left  band,  distinetly  impressed 
four  drcular  lines»  which  no  human  power 
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could  erase.  Terrified,  not  less  at  the  ^ingu« 
lar  consequence  of  her  guilt^  than  at  the 
guilt  itseK,  she  carefuUy  concealed  this  awiiil 
and  my&terious  evidence,  and  dedicated  her- 
äelf  for  life  to  the  Service  of  the  blessed  Vir- 
gin. Yet  though  penitent  for  what  she  had 
done»  and  regularly  eyery  fifteenth  moming 
duly  confessed^  she  scrupulously  avoided  any 
disclosure  reläting  to  that  horrid  Iransaction. 
Sbedistributed  alms  withthe  most  iinbounded 
Hberality;  and  the  people  experiencing  her 
kindness  and  benevalence»  evinced  towards 
her  the  greatest  respect  and  love. 

It  happened  on  a  certain  night  as  her  con- 
fessor  knelt  at  his  devotions,  repeating  five 
times  aloud  the  **  Ave  Maria/'  that  the  blessed 
Virgin  herseif  appeared  to  him,  and  said,  **  I 
am  the  Virgin  Mary^  and  have  an  important 
communication  to  make  to  thee.'*  The  con- 
fessor»  füll  of  joy,  änswered,  "  Oh !  dear 
Lady^  wherein  can  thy  servant  please  thee  ?" 
She  replied,  *'  The  queen  of  this  kingdom 
will  confess  hetself  to  you  ;  but  there  is  one 
sin  she  has  committed,  which  shame  and  hör* 
ror  will  not  permit  her  to  disclose.    On  the 


OF  INORDINATE  LOVE.  67 

morrow  she  will  come  \o  you  ;  .teil  her  from 
me,  that  her  ahns  and  her  prayers  have  been 
accepted  by  Hirn  who  delights  in  the  pure 
oblation  of  ä  contrite  heart ;  I  command  her 
therefore,  to  confess  fhat  crime  which  she 
secretly  committed  in  her  Chamber— for  aJäs! 
she  slew  her  daughter.  I  have  entreated  for  her^ 
and  her  sin  is  forgiven^  if  she  will  confess  it. 
Büt  if  she  yield  no  attention  to  your  words, 
bid  her  lay  aside  the  cover  upon  her  Ijeft 
hand;  and  oh  her  palm^  you  will  read  the 
crime  which  she'refuses  to  acknowledge.  If 
she  deny  this  also,  take  it  off  by  force." 
When  she  had  thus  spoken,  the  blessed  Vir- 
gin disappeared.  In  the  morning,  the  queen 
wiäi  great  humility  was  shrieved  of  all  her 
sins— that  one  excepted.  After  she  had  ut- 
tered  as  much  as  she  chose,  the  confessor 
Said,  ''  Madam^  and  dear  daughter,  people 
are  very  inquisitive  to  know  for  what  stränge 
reason  you  constantly  wear  that  cover  upon 
your  left  händ.  Let  me  see  it,  I  beseech 
you,  that  I  mäy  ascertain  why  it  is  concealed, 
and  whether  the  concealment  be  pleasing  to 
Grod."    The  queen  answered,  "  Sir,  my  hand 
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is  diseased,  and  tiierefore,  I  caniiot  Show  it^ 
H^tring  this,  the  oonfessor  canglit  hold  of 
her  arm,  and  notwithstanding  her  resistance, 
drew  off  the  cover.  *'  Lady,"  said  he,  **  fear 
not ;  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary  loves  you ;  and 
it  is  8he  who  hath  eommanded  me  to  do  tirnJ" 
When  the  hand  was  uncovered,  there  ap^ 
peared  four  circles  of  blood.  In  the  first 
circle  there  were  four  letters  in  the  tonn  of  a 
C ;  in  the  second,  fonr  D's;  in  the  third^four 
M's ;  and  in  the  fourth,  four  R's.  Upon  the 
outward  edge  of  the  circles,  in  the  maaner  of 
a  seai,  a  blood^oloured  writing  was  distin- 
guifihable,  containing  the  legend  beneatb. 
First,  of  the  letter  C,— which  was  interpreted, 
'*  Casu  ceddisti  came  cctcata^^  [Blinded  by  the 
flesh  thou  hast  fallen.]  The  letter  D,  ''  hm- 
moni  dedisti  dona  donata,^^  [Thou  hast  given  thy- 
seif  for  certain  gifts  to  the  devil.]  The  letter 
M,  ^*  Monstrat  manifesti  maims  maeulata,"  [The 
stain  upon  thy  hand  discovers  thee.]  The 
letter  R,  "  Recedet  nibigo,  r^ina  rogata,' 
[When  the  queen  is  interrogated  her  disho« 
nour  ceaseß.]  The  lady  beholding  this,  feil 
at  the  confessor's  feet^  and  with  many  tears 


tte^ly  fdated  het  ^^eaclM  off^ncen.  Then 
beiBg  eütifiriy  and  tmly  peaite&t,  «lie  was  ab- 
Aolved ;  and  a  Tery  few  days  i^rwards,  slept 
itt  the  Lord«  Her  deaCh  was  long  lamentttd 
by  tbe  wliole  State.    (10) 

APPLieATION. 

My  beloved^  the  emperor,  is  Jesus  Christ, 
who  married  a  beautiful  girl,  that  is,  our  hu« 
4an  nature,  when  he  became  incarnate*  But 
first  he  was  betrothed  to  her»  when  the  Fa- 
ther,  speaking  to  the  Son  and  Holy  Ghost». 
Said — '*  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  after 
our  likeness.^  Our  Lc^rd  had  a  ibir  child, 
that  is  to  say>  the  soul  made  free  firom  all 
spot  by  his  Passion,  and  by  yirtue  of  bap- 
tism.  That  soul  is  slain  in  us  by  sin.  Do 
yoa  ask  how?  I  wiU  teil  you«  ]^  giräig 
oursdres  up  to  carnal  delights,  whose  fruit  is 
death.  The  blood  on  the  huid  is  sin>  whick 
lenaciously  eleares  to  us ;  as  it  is  said,  ^*  My 
soul  is  ever  in  my  own  hands^ — that  is,  whe- 
ther  it  doe&  well  oar  iU,  is  as  openly  apparent, 
as  if  it  were  placed  in  the  hands  for  the  in- 
spection  and  sentence  of  the  Supreme  Judge^. 
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[I  have  omitted  the  greater  p^rt  of  this  imral- 
.    ization  as  soaonewhat  too  deticate  ia  its  na- 

iure/  and  too  complex  in  its  construction. 

A  second  foUows  upon  the  same  subject, 

i^vhicb  I  haye  also  omitted,  and  for  the 

same  reason.} 


TALE    XIV, 


OP  HONOURING  PARENTS. 


In  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Dorotheus  a  de- 
cree  was  passed,  that  children  sfaould  support 
their  parents.  There  was,  at  that  time,  in  the 
kingdom,  a  certain  sokUier/ who  had  espoused 
a  very  fair  and  virtuöus  iVoman,  by  whoni  he 
had  a  son.  It  happened  that  the  soldier 
went  upon  a  journey,  was  made  prisoher,  and 
yery  rigtdly  confined.  Immediately  he  wröte  to 
his  wife  and  son  for  ransom.  The  intelligence 
communicated  great  uneasiness  to  the  former, 
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Krho  wept  so  bitterly  that  she  became  blind. 
Whereupon  the  son  said  to  bis  mother,  "  I 
will  hasten  to  my  fiitber,  and  release  him  from 
prison."  The  mother  answered,  "  Thou  shalt 
not  go ;  for  thou  art  my  only  son — even  the 
half  of  my  soul  *,  and  it  may  happen  to  thee 
as  it  has  done  to  him.  Hadst  thou  rather 
ransom  thy  absent  parent  than  protect  her 
who  is  with  thee^  and  presses  thee  to  her  af- 
fectionate  arms  ?  Is  not  the  possession  of  one 
thing  better  tlmn  the  expectation  of  two? 
(ll)Trhou  art  my  son  as  well  as  thy  father's ; 
and  I  am  present,  while  he  is  absent.  I  con- 
clude^  therefore,  tiiat  you  ought  by  no  means 
to  forsake  me  though  to  redeem  your  father.'' 
The  son  very  properly  answered,  "  Although 
I  am  thy  son  yet  he  is  my  father.  He  is 
abroad  and  surrounded  by  the  merpiless ;  but 
thou  art  at  home«  protected  and  cherished  by 
loTing  friends.  He  is  a  captive,  but  thou  art 
free — blind,  indeed^  but  he  perhaps  sees  not 
the  light  of  heaven,  and  pours  forth  unheeded 
groans  in  the  gloom  of  a  loathsome  duhgeon 

*  "  Animae  dimidimii  me«."  Tfais  phrase  is  mtt  whh  fre- 
qaentlj  in  these  Tolames, .  luid  woald  almost  lead  one  to  snspeot 
diat  the  Aathor  was  acquaintod  with  Horace,  where  the  line  oo- 
cars.    See  hit  third  Ode. 
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oppressed  with  cheins^  wilii  woitnds,  attd  mi« 
serj^  Tli^refbre^  it  is  my  d^termination  to  go 
to  him  and  redeem  him/'  The  son  did  so ; 
and  ereiy  one  applauded  and  honoured  him 
for  the  indefatigabl«  industry  witk  which  he 
achleved  his  father's  liberation. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  Emperor  is  our  heavenly 
Father^who  imposes  upon  sons  the'  doty  of 
maintsdning  and  obeying  their  parents.  Bat 
who  is  our  fatfaer  and  motber?  Christ  is  oar 
father^  as  we  read  in  Deut,  32.  His  taifection 
for  US  partakes  more  of  this^  than  of  the  ma^ 
temal  character.  You  know  that  when  the 
son  transgresses«  the  father  corrects  him 
»omewhat  harshly^  even  with  stripes  and 
Uows  ;  while  the  doating  moiber  sootiies  and 
coaxes  her  favourite  into  humour.  Christ 
permits  us  to  be  seourged^  because  of  our 
many  failings  ;  on  the  contrary,  our  mother» 
the  world^  promrses  us  infinite  pleasures  and 
la8ciyiou&  enjoyments*  Christ  forsakes  us» 
and  goesinto  a  far  counUy»  aa  it  is  writlen  in 
the  Psalms,  "  I  am  made  a  stranger  by  my 
brethren."     Christ  is  still  bound  and  in  pri^ 
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8(m;  not  indeed  by  himgdf,  but  by  those 
i(riia  are  t^e  members  of  hu  Churdi ;  for  so 
gajs  th«  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews.  '*  Whoso* 
ever  liy«8  in  any  mortal  sin  is  cmst  into  the 
prison  of  the  devil ;"  bnt  cur  Fadier  wills  that 
welabour  for  bis  redemption.— Ldte  12.  **  Let 
die  dead  bury  their  dead/'  said  our  blessed 
Lord ;  "  bnt  go  thou,  and  dechnre  the  king- 
dorn  of  God/' — and  this  is  to  redeem  Christ. 
For  whosoever  powerfully  preaches  the  word 
of  God^  advantages  bis  brotber^  and  in  faim 
redeems  Chmt.— Matt.  20.  ''  That  whioh 
;ou  have  done  to  the  least  of  these  my  fol-< 
lowers^  ye  have  also  done  unto  me."  But 
tlie  mother,  that  is,  the  world»  will  not  per- 
mit  a  man  to  foUow  Christ  into  exile  and 
poverty,  but  detains  bim  with  diverse  ar- 
gwoents.  ''  I  cannot/'  she  says,  '*  endure  a 
life  of  abstinence  and  privation  which  I  mnst 
necessarily  submit  to^  if  you  repent  and  turn 
after  Christ,"  Thus  it  is  with  whatsoever 
she  proposes  to  man*s  acceptance :  but  do 
not  comply  with  her  wisbes.  She  is  blind 
indeed,  for  she  exclaims,  ''  Let  us  enjoy  the 
good  things  of  life,  and  speedily  use  the  crea- 
ture  like  as  in  youth ;"  but,  my  beloved,  if  you 
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are  good  and  grateful  sons,  thus  ahswer  your 
worldly  minded  moiher.  "  My  father  is  the 
source  of  my  being — that  is,  of  my  soul ;  and 
all  things  which  I  possess,  are  hisfreegift" 
Therefore,  I  advise  you  not  to  desire  length  ol 
years,  which  may  approach  in  suffering,  po- 
verty,  and  blindnäss ;  for  then  the  world  will 
flee  you,  how  much  soever  you  cling  to  it. 
Nö  longer  than  you  can  be  serviceable  will 
you  be  valued  *.  Remember  this,  and  study  to 
amend  your  lives  with  all  diligence ;  that  so 
you  may  come  eventually  to  everlasting  life, 
To  which  may  God  lead  us,  who  lives,  8u5. 

*  The  sentiment  Lere  expressed,  implies  a  greater  knowledge 
of  the  werld  than  we  shonld  bare  looked  for  in  an  ascetic ;  bot 
we  freqaentljr  meet  with  a  shrewd  reflection,  when  least  pre- 
pared  for  it — as  the  forest-ranger  finds  the  "  cowslip,  Tiolet^and 
the  primrose  pale/'  omamenting  the  wildest  and  most  sequesr 
tered  nooks.  Old  Barton  has  a  passage  so  similar,  both  n 
thonght  and  expression,  that  I  oannot  forbear  affixing  it  at  foot. 
'*  Oar  estate  and  bene  esse  ebbs  and  flows  with  onr  commodit; ; 
and  as  we  are  endowed  or  enriched,  so  we  are  belored  or  es< 
teemed :  it  lasts  no  longer  than  oar  wealth ;  when  that  is  gooe, 
and  the  object  removed,  farewell  friendship :  as  long  as  boonij, 
good  cbeer,and  rewards  were  to  be  hoped,  friends  enougfa;  the/ 
were  tied  to  thee  by  the  teeth,  and  woald  foHow  theo  as  crows  da 
a.  carcase :  bat  when  thj  goods  are  gone  and  spent,  the  lamp  of 
their  love  is  ont ;  and  thou  shalt  be  contemned,  scorned,  hated, 
injored." — Anatomy  of  Melamhohf,    Vol.  11.  p.  109. 
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TALE  XV. 


OF  THE  LIFE  OF  ALEXIUS,   80N  OP  THE 
SENATOR  EUFEMIAN  *. 


In  the  reign  of  one  of  the  Roman  Emperorsf, 
lived  a  yoiM^h,  named  Alexius^  the  son  of  Eu- 
femian^  a  noble  Roman^  at  that  time  the  chief 
Ornament  of  the  emperor's  court.  He  was  at- 
tended  by  a  band  of  three  thousand  youths, 
girded  with  golden  zones^and  h'abited  in  silken 
vestures.  His  expenditure  was  princely.  He 
daily  maintained  three  tables^  to  which  the 
widow  and  the  orphan  were  ever  welcome. 
Their  necessities  were  often  supplied  by  his 
own  person ;  and  at  the  ninth  hour^  in  com- 

*  It  is  proper  to  warn  the  reader,  that  this  tale  i«  somewhat 
periphraiticallj  transUted. 
f  Beforethe  close  of  the  Tale  we  find  it  was  in  the  re^g^n  of 
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:r  devout  men,  he  sat  donn  to 
vife,  wliose  name  was  Abael, 
US  and  charitable  as  hiin»e1f. 
ver  some  bitterness  mixed  up 
;ht  of  human  joy ;  and  in  the 
uch  splendour,  the  want  of  a 
long  a  source  of  unavailing  af- 
mgth  their  prayers  were  heard ; 
beneTolence,  blessed  themwith 
i  carefuUy  instnicted  in  all  the 

of  the  period.  Arriring  atthe 
>d,  he  proved  himself  an  acute 
mer.     But  reason  is  no  bairier 

he  became  attached  to  a  lady 
oyal,  and  with  the  consent  of 
as  United  to  her.  On  the  vexy 
j  nuptials,  when  the  clamour  of 
lubsided,  the  pious  youth  com- 
logical  disquiBition,  and  strove 
ce  and  earnestness  to  impress 
the  fear  and  love  of  God .  When 
ded,  recommending  her  to  pie- 
le   modesty  of  demeanour  for 

alwaya  been  dietinguished,  he 
the  care  of  a  Berrant  hia  gold 
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ring,  and  the  clasp  *  of  tbe  sword-belt  whicb 
usaally  begirt  hhn,  "  Take  charge  of  these 
Vanitie»/'  said  he^  '*  for  I  abjure  them ;  and  as 
long  as  it  shall  please  God,  keep  them  in  re- 
membmnce  of  me :  may  the  Almighty  gaide 
ns/^    He  then  provided  a  sum  of  money,  and 
theisame  night  embarked  in  a  ship  botmd  for 
Laodicea«      From  tbence  he  proceeded  to 
Edessaf,  a  city  of  Syria.    It  was  here  that 
the  image  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  wrought 
tqpon  iinen  by  snpematnral  hands,  was  pre- 
served.    On  reaching  this  place  he  distribttted 
whateverhe  had  brought  with  him  to  the  poor ; 
and  pntting  on  a  worn  and  tattered  garment, 
joined  himself  to  a  number  of  mendicants  wbo 
sat  in  the  porch  of  the  temple  dedicated  to  th^ 
Virgin  Mary.    He  now  constantly  solicited 
alms ;  but  of  all  that  he  received,  only  the 
BHiallest  portion  was  rejained, — an  unbounded 
charityleadinghim  to  bestow  the  residüeupon 
his  more  needy,  or  more  covetous  brethren. 
The  father  of  Alexins,  howerer,  was  over^ 

*  The  Latin  is  caput ;  if  it  mean  not  this,  I  kuow  not  what  it 
means. 

f  It  has  also  borne  tbe  names  of  Antiochia,  CaUhrkoe  Jniiti- 
Bopolis^-and  Rhoatf  said  to  have  been  boilt  hy  Nimrod. 
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whelmed  with  sorrow  at  the  inexplicfLble  de- 
parture  of  bis  son ;  and  despatcbed  bis  ser- 
vants  in  pursuit  of  bim  to  various  parte  of  the 
World.  Tbese  servants  were  very  diligent  in 
tbeir  inquiries;  and  it  cbanced  tbat  certainof 
tbem  came  to  tbe  city  of  Edessa,  and  .were 
recognized  by  Alexius;  but,  pertinaciously 
concealing  bimseif  under  tbe  garb  of  want 
and  misery^  be  passed  unknown  and  unsus- 
pected.  Tbe  men,  little  aware  wbo  was  ex- 
periencing  tbeir  bounty,  conferred  large  ahns 
upon  the  paupers  amongst  wbom  be  spjoum- 
ed ;  and  bis  beart  silently  but  gratefuUy  ac- 
knowledged  tbe  benefaction.  "  I  tbank  thee, 
Q  my  God,  tbat  tbou  bast  tbougbt  good  to 
dispense  tbine  ahns  by  tbe  bands  of  my  own 
servants." 

On  this  unsuccessful  issue  of  tbeir  search^ 
tbe  messengers  retnmed ;  and  wben  tbe  intelli* 
gence  of  tbeir  failure  reached  bis  mother,  sbe 
sbut  herseif  up  in  a  remote  Chamber^  and  there 
gave  utterance  to  her  griefs.  Sbe  slept  upon 
tbe  ground^  with  sack-clotb  only  for  a  cover- 
ing ;  and  solemnly  vowed  never  to  change  her 
way  of  life  until  sbe  recovered  her  lost  son. 
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The  husband^  thus  left  alone,  qnitted  his 
own  residence  and  abode  with  his  father-in- 
law.  In  the  mean  time^  Alexius  remained  a 
beggar  in  the  porch  of  St.  Mary^s  church  for 
the  Space  of  seventeen  years  ;  until  at  length 
the  image  of  the  Virgin,  which  stood  within 
the  sacred  edifice  said  to  the  warden,  "  Cauae 
that  Man  of  God  to  enter  the  sanctnary:  for 
he  is  t?orthy  of  the  kingdom  of  Heaven,  upon 
whom  the  spirit  of  God  rests.  His  prayer 
ascends  like  incense  to  the  throne  of  Grace/* 
But  the  warden  knew  not  of  whom  she  spake, 
and  said/'^  Is  that  the  man,  who  sits  at  the 
entrance  of  the  porch  ?"  The  Virgin  answer- 
ifig  in  the  affirmitive,  he  was  immediateiy 
brought  in.  Now  a  circumstance  of  this  ex- 
traordinary  nature  soon  attracted  remark; 
and  the  veneration  with  which  they  began  to 
consider  Alexius,  approached  almost  to  ado- 
ration.  But  he  despised  human  glory,  and  en- 
tering a  ship,  set  sail  for  Tarsus*,  in  Cilicia  ; 
bat,  the  providence  of  God  so  ordered,  that 
a  violent  tempest  carried  them  into  a  Roman 

*  Tarsus  is  tk«  «apital  of  Cilicit,  called  by  the  Tark»  Terih. 
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port.  Alexius»  informed  of  thia  citcaiup 
stancje,  said  within  himaelf,  *'  I  will  hasten 
to  my.  fiither's  house;  no  oue  will  k&ow  me, 
and  it  is  bett^r  tbat  I  prove  burtfaieiisome  to 
him,  thaa  to  another,"  As  he  proceeded,  he 
met  his  father  Coming  from  the  palace»  sor-* 
roundied  by  a  large  concoui'se  of  dependents» 
and  immediately  he  ahouted  after  him— ''  Ser« 
vant  of  God»  command  a  poor  and  desok^ 
atra^Ager  to  be  conveyed  into  your  house,  and 
fi^d  with  tbe  crumbs  which  fall  from  the  ta«- 
ble :  so  ahall  the  Lord  of  the  wanderer,  re- 
compense  thee  an  hundred-fold."  The  father« 
out  oif  loye  to  him  whom  he  knew  not>  gave 
him  into  the  charge  of  his  foUowers,  and  ap* 
propciajted  to  him  a  room  in  his  house.  He 
supj^it^  him  with  meat  from  his  own  table, 
and  appoiated  one  who  was  ax^customed  to 
attend  upon  hünself^  to  serve  him.  But 
Alexiuj»  di^continued  not  the  fervency  of  his 
deTOli(m«  and  mac^rated  bis  bo4y9  with  fasts 
and)  o.1d;ier-*(tustenties»  And  thovgh  the  p^< 
p^jr^.sorvants  deiided  him.;  and  frequsntly 
emptied  their  household  Utensils  on  his  head, 
his  palience  was  alwaya  invincible.    In  tbis 
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manner^  for  seventeen  years  under  bis  own 
father's  roof,  bis  life  was  spent;  but  at  la^t, 
perceiving  by  tbe  spirit,  tbat  bis  end  ap- 
proacbed^  be  procured  iok  and  paper>  and  re« 
corded  tbe  narrative  of  bis  life*  Now  oa  tbe 
succeeding  Sunday>  after  tbe  solemnization 
ofmass«  aToice  ecboing  like  tbunder  amoog 
the  mountains,  was  beard  tbrougb  tbe  city« 
It  Said,  *^  Come  unto  me  all  ye  tbat  laboiur« 
and I  will. giveyou  rest."  Tbepeoplet  terri- 
fied  and  awenitruck^  feil  upon  tbeir  faqes ; 
wb€n  a  second  time  tbe  voioe  exclaimedi 
**  Seek  out  a  man  of  God.to  offer  a  prayer  for 
theiniquityof  Rdme."  Searcbwasaccordiogly 
made,  but  na&ucb  mau  couldbe  found ;  and  tbe 
same  voice  waxing  louder,  andbreatbing  as  it 
were  witb  tbe  mingled  blast  of  ten  tbousand 
thousand  trumpets,  again  apoke,  '^  Searcb  iq 
the  bouse  of  Eufemian."  Then  tbe  JBmpe* 
rorsArcadius  a]ad  Honoriua  *,  in  conjunctkoi 
witb  tbe  Pontiff  Innocent,  pxoceeded  towarda 
the  bouse  to  wbicbibe  words  of  tbe  Inirisibte 

*  Are  wa  to  «nppote  tltai  the  <m$  empor^r  had  bten  sacoeeded 
by  the  two,  sioce  the  commencement  of  the  Tale  ?  The  Pontiff 
Inoocent,  seems  super erogmtonf. 
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directed  them»  and  as  they  approached,  the 
servant  who  attended  upon  Alexius  came  run- 
ningto  bis  master^  and  cried,  "  What  think 
you,  my  lord  ?  Is  not  the  mendicant  stranger 
a  man  of  exemplary  life  ?  '*    Eufemiani  fol- 
lowing  up  the  Suggestion^  hastened  to  his 
Chamber  and  found  him  extended  upon  the 
bed.     Life  had  already  passed,  but  his  coon- 
tenance    retained  a  dazzling  emanation  of 
glory,  like  the  countenance  of  a  cherub  in  its 
Own  pure  and  beatified  element.     A  paper 
occupied  the  right  hand^   which  Eufemian 
would  have  borne  away,  but  he  was  unable  to 
extricate  it  from  the  grasp  öf  the  dead  man. 
Leaving  him,  therefore^  he  returned  to  the 
Emperors  and  the  Pontiff,  and  related  what 
he  had  seen.     They  were  astonished,  and  en- 
tering the  apartment,  exclaimed,   ^'  Sinners 
though  we  are,  we  direct  the  heim  of  State, 
and  provide  for  the  well-being  of  the  pastoral 
govemment.  Give  us,  then,  the  paper,  that  we 
may  know  what  it  contains/'     Immediately 
the  Pontiff  drew  near»  and  put  his  hsmd  upon 
the   scroti  which    the   deceased   yet   firmly 
grasped, — and  he  instanüy  relaxed  his  hold. 
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Itwas  read  to  the  people  ;  and  when  the  fa- 
ther,  EuiTemian^  heard  its  contents,  he  was 
paralyzed  with  grief.  His  strength  deserted 
him,  and  he  staggered  and  feil.  Returning  to 
himself  a  little,  he  rent  his  garment,  plucked 
off  the  silver  hairs  of  his  head^  and  tore  the  ve- 
nerable  beard  that  swept  his  unhappy  bo'som» 
He  even  inflicted  severe  wounds  npon  himself> 
and  falling  upon  the  dead  body,  cried,  "  Alas ! 
my  son— my  son !  why  hast  thou  laid  up  for 
me  such  deadly  anguish  ?  Why^  for  so  many 
years,  hast  thou  endured  a  bittemess  which 
death  itself  cannot  exceed?  Wretched  man 
that  I  am^  he  who  should  have  been  the  guar« 
dian  o(  my  increasing  infirmities,  and  the 
hope.and  the  honour  of  my  age  lies  upon  this 
miserable  pallet/and  speaks  not.  Oh !  where 
is  consolätion  to  be  found  V — At  this  instant, 
like  an  enraged  and  wounded  lioness  breaking 
through  the  toils  with  which  the  bunters  had 
encompassed  her^  the  poor  broken-hearted 
Abdel,  who  had  foUowed  in  the  press>  rushed 
desperately  forward.  Her  garments  were  torn, 
and  hanging  about  her  in  shreds ;  her  hair 
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dishevelled  and  flying;  her  eye^,  wild  and 
sparkling  with  the  violence  of  emotion,  were 
raiBed  piteously  to  heaven.  With  that  strength 
which  frenzy  &ometimes  supplies,  she  barst 
through  the  multitude  Vfho  struggled  to  de- 
tain  her ;  and  approaching  the  body  of  her 
deceased  child^  said^  or  rather  shrieked^  in  a 
heart^piercing  accent^  **  I  will  pass ;  I  will 
Idok  upon  my  soul's  only  comfort.  Did  not 
this  dried  fountain  suckle  him?  Have  not 
these  withered  arms  supported  him  ?  Hath  be 
not  slept— ah !  not  such  sleep  as  this  ! — ^while 
I  have  watched  him?  Oh  my  child? "  Saymg 
this«  she  threw  her  emaciated  form  upon 
the  uncpnscious  object  of  her  solicitude; 
and  again  giving  vent  toher  sorrows,  exclaim- 
ed,  **  My  own  dear  boy  !  light  of  the  dimmed 
eyes  that  will  soon  close  upon  all,  siace.  thou 
art  gone— why  hast  thou  wrought  this?  why 
wast  thou  60  inhuman  ?  Thou  didst  see  our 
teats-^thöu  didst  hearken  to  our  groans— 
yet  camest  not  forwsürd  to  abate  them !  The 
slaves  scoffed  at  and  injured  thee,  but  thou 
wert  patient — too,  too  patient."  Again»  and 
Ägain,  the  unfortunate  mother  prostrated  her» 
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selfupon  the  body ;  one  while  clasping  htm 
in  her  arms»  at  another,  passing  her  kcmd  re* 
Terentljr  over  his  seraphic  featurea.  Now^ 
she  impressed  a  kiss  upon  the  cold  cheek 
and  eye-lids  which  her  teais  had  moistened — 
and  DOW  bending  over.  him,  mnttered  some* 
thing  in  a  low  and  inaudible  yoice.  Suddoily 
tumii^  to  the  spectators»  she  said^  ^'  Weep»  l 
pray  ye,  weep  :  ye  who  are  regarding  the  ago* 
nies  of  a  bereaved  parent— have  ye  no  tear  to 
spare  her  ?  Abiding  together  for  sevmiteen 
years^  I  knew  him  not ! — not  him» my  belored 
and  beautifni !  They  taunted  him»  and  show- 
ered  their  unmanly  blowa  upon  his  enduring 
head.  Oh !  who  will  again  bring  teara  to  my 
buniing  eyelids  ?  Who— who,  will  bear  a  part 
in  my  misery  ?  " 

The  wife,  whom  Aleziua  hsA  manied  and 
qmtted  on  the  evening  of  their  nuptials»  had 
been  bome  along  by  the  coi^pregating  popu- 
lace ;  bnt  distress,  until  now»  had  held  her 
silenf*^.    As  Abael  ceased,  she  sprung  for* 


*  The  reader  will  not  perhaps  comprehend  m«oh  oeemaioa  for 
the  Udj's  soiTQWr^. 
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ward  andcried^  **  Thou,  miserable!  whatthen 
am  l?  Woe  is  me  !  to-.day  I  am  desolate;  to- 
day  I  am  all  a  widow !  Now,  there  is  none  for 
whom  I  may  look — ^none^  whom  I  may  yet 
expect»  although  he  come  not.  Where  sball 
mine  eye  see  gladness  ?  The  glass  of  my  joy 
is  broken  *— shivered — shivered  :  my  hope  is 
extinct ;  and  grief  is  all  the  portion  of  my 
widowhood."  The  multitude,  penetrated  by 
the.various  calamities  of  which  they  were  wit- 
nesses^ .  sympathized  with  the  sufferers^  and 
wept  aloud.  ^ 

6y  command  of  thepontiflF  and  the  two 
emperors»  the  body  was  deposited  on  a  sump- 
tuQUis  bier^  and.  brought  into  the  middle  of 
thexity.  Proclamation  was  made,  thatthe 
man  of  God  was  discovered,  whom  they  had 
before  sought  in  vain  :  and  every  ope  crowded 
to  the  hier.  Now^  if  any  infirm  person  touched 
the  hallowed  corpse>instantly  he  was  strength- 
ened.  The  blind  received  their  sight ;  those 
who  were  possossed  of  devils  were  set  free, 
aa J  all  the  sick,  be  the  disorder  what  it  migbt> 

*  The  monk  is  not  often  so  poeticftl. 
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when  tbey  had  once  come  in  contactwith  the 
body,  were  made  whole*  These  miraculous 
effects,  attracted  the  attention  of  the  empe- 
rors  and  the  pontiff.  They  detennined  to 
Support  the  hier ;  and  when  they  had  done  so, 
tbey  were  sanctified  by  the  holiness  which 
proceeded  from  the  corse«  They  then  scat- 
tered  great  abundance  of  gold  and  silver  about 
the  streetS;  that  the  people's  natural  cupidity 
might  draw  them  aside^  and  the  bier  be  car- 
ried  forward  to  the  church ;  but,  stränge  to 
say^  careless  of  all  eise,  they  pressed  yet  the 
more  vehemently  to  touch  it.  At  length,  after 
great  exertions,  he  was  brought  to  the  church 
of  St.  Boniface,  the  Martyr ;  and  there,  for 
tbe  Space  of  seven  days«  they  tarried,  praising 
6od.  They  constructed  a  monument,  glitter- 
ing  with  gold  and  precious  stones,  and  here, 
with  the  greatest  reverence,  placed  the  body 
of  their  Saint.  Even  from  the  very  monument, 
so  sweetan  odour  of  sanctity  broke  forth,  that 
it  seemed  to  be  entirely  filled  with  the  most 
fragrant  aroma.  He  died  about  the  year  of 
our  Lord  cccxxviii,  (12) 
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APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  Eufemian  is  any  man  of  tliis 
World  who  hath  a  dariing  son,  tot  whose  ad- 
vantage  he  labours  day  and  night.  He  ob- 
tains  a  wife  for  him,  that  is,  the  vanity  of  the 
World,  which  he  delights  in  aa  in  a  bride; 
nay,  the  world's  vanities  are  often  niore  to  a 
man  than  the  most  virtuous  wife — fbr  life  is 
sacrificed  to  the  one,  but,  alas !  how  seldom 
to  the  olher !  The  mother,  is  the  world  itsdf, 
which  greatly  values  her  worldly-minded 
children.  But  the  good  son,  like  the  Messed 
Alexius,  is  more  studious  to  please  God  than 
his  parents,  remembering  that  it  is  said,— 
'*  He  who  forsakes  land  or  houses,  or  fatber, 
or  mother,  or  wife,  for  my  sake,  shall  receive 
an  hnndred  fold,  and  possess  etemal  liTe." 
Alexius  enters  a  ship,  &c.  The  ship  is  oar 
holy  Church,  by  which  we  ought  to  enter,  if 
we  would  obtain  everlasting  happiness.  We 
must  likewise  lay  aside  gorgeous  raiment— 
that  is,  the  pomps  of  the  World  ;  and  ässociate 
with  the  poor — that  is,   the  poor  in  spirit. 
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The  warden,  who  condacted  him  into  the 
Church,  is  a  pmdent  confessor,  whose  duty 
it  is,  to  instruct  the  sinner,  and  lead  him  to 
a  knowledge  of  the  sacred  Scriptures,  by 
which  the  soul  may  pass  unharmed  to  immor^ 
tality.  But  sometimes  tempests  arise,  and 
huny  a  man  to  his  own  country,  as  it  hap- 
pened  tö  Alexius.  The  temptations  of  the 
Evil  One,  are  symboUzed  by  these  tempests, 
which  turn  the  voyager  from  his  settled  course, 
and  prevent  a  life  of  goodness.  If,  therefore, 
you  feel  ihat  you  are  subject  to  certain  temp- 
tations, foUow  the  example  of  the  holy  Alexius. 
Assume  the  dress  of  a  pilgrim — that  is,  take 
the  qualities  necessary  for  the  pilgrimage  of 
this  life,  and  di3guise  yourself  from  your 
camal  and  worldly  father,  aud  beccnne  a  man 
of  God.  But  if  it  fall  out,  that  when  such 
a  one  aspires  to  a  life  of  penitence,  bis  parents 
lament,  and  decry  their  child's  contempt  pf 
the  World,  and  his  yoluntary  choice  of  po* 
verty  for  the  love  of  God— still,  it  is  safer  to 
displease  them,  than  Heaven.  Obtain,  there« 
fore,  a  £ur  piece  of  paper,  which  is  a  good 
conscience,  on  which  in^cribe  your  life ;  and 

£4 


80  OF  AN   EXEMPLARY   LIFE. 

then,  the  High  Priest  with  the  empeifers  will 
draw  near — that  is,  Christ  with  a  multitude 
of  angels — and  convey  your  soul  to  the  church 
of  St.  Boniface — that  is,  to  eteraal  life,  where 
all  sanctity  (or  joy)  abounds. 


TALE    XVI. 


OF   AN   EXEMPLARY  LIFE. 


We  read  of  a  certain  Roman  TStBfipeTor,  who 
built  a  magnificent  palace.  In  digging  the 
foündation,  the  workmen  discovered  a  golden 
sarcophagus,  ornamented  with  three  circlets 
on  which  were  inscribed,  "  I  have  expended 
— I  have  given — I  have  kept — I  have  pos- 
sessed — I  do  possess — I  have  lost— I  am  pu- 
nished."  In  the  front  also,  was  written,  ''^  What 
I  expended,  I  have ;  what  I  gave  «away,  I 
have."  (13)  The  Emperor,  on  seeing  this, 
called  to  j^him  the  nobles  of  his  empire>  and 
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Said,  **  Go,  and  congider  amongst  ye,  what 
this  superscription  signifies."  The  noblemen 
replied,  **  Sire,  the  meaning  is,  that  an  Em- 
peror,  who  reigned  before  your  Majesty,  wish- 
ed  to  leave  an  example  for  the  Imitation  of 
his  successors.  He  therefore  wrote,  *  I  have 
expended' — that  is,  my  life ;  jadging  some, 
admonishing  others,  and  governing  to  the 
best  of  my  ability.  *  I  have  given/ — that  is, 
n^ilitary  equipments,  and  supplies  to  the 
needy;  tö  every  one  according  to  his  desert. 

*  I  have  kept/ — that  is,  exact  justice ;  shew- 
ing  mercy  to  the  indigent,  and  yielding  tö 
the  labourer  his  hire.  *  I  have  possessed,'— - 
that  is,  a  generous  and  true  heart;  recom- 
pensiag  faithfiilly  those  who  have  done  me 
serrice,  and  exhibiting  at  all  times  a  kind 
and  afiable  exterior.  *  I  do  possess,' — that 
is,  a  band  to  bestow,  to  protect,  and  tö  punish. 

*  I  have  lost,' — that  is,  my  foUy ;  I  have  lost 
the  friendship  of  my  foes,  and  the  lascivious 
indulgences  of  the  flesh.  '  I  am  punished/ — 
that  is,  in  hell ;  because  I  believed  not  iii  one 
eternal  God,  and  put  no  faith  in  the  redemp- 
tion."        **#♦»#      (14) 

£  5 
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The  ]&nperor  hearing  this,  ever  afker  regu* 
lated.  himself  and  bis  subjects  with  greater 
wisdoniy  and  finished  bis  life  in  peace. 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved^  tbe  Emperor  is  any  Christian, 
wbose  duty  it  is  to  raise  a  fair  structure, — 
that  is^  a  heart  prepared  for  tbe  reception  of 
God.  If  he  dig  deep,  led  onward  by  sincere 
contrition  for  past  offences,  he  will  find  a 
golden  sarcophagus, — that  is,  a  mind  gilded 
with  virtne  and  füll  of  tbe  divine  grace.  Three 
golden  circlets  will  Ornament  it,  and  these  are 
faithy  hope,  and  charity.  But  what  is  written 
there  ?  In  tbe  first  place, "  I  have  expended." 
Teil  me,  my  beloved,  what  have  you  expend- 
ed't  The  good  Christian  may  reply,  "  Body 
and  sotil  in  tbe  service  of  God."  Wbosoever 
of  you,  thus  expends  bis  life,  will  secure  tbe 
rewards  of  etemity.  Tbe  second  legend  saitb, 
"  I  have  kept."  Teil  me,  my  beloved,  what 
have  you  kept  ?  The  good  Christian  may  an- 
swer,  •*  A  broken  and  contrite  spirit.'^     The 
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third  inscription  saySy  **  I  hare  given/'  Teil 
me^  my  beloved,  what  have  you  giyen  ?  The 
good  Christian  may  reply,  '*  My  whole  heart 
to  God."     Et  siede  aeteris. 

[From  hence,  the  morals  have  been  abridg- 
ed,  and  merely  the  chief  heads  of  them  given.] 


TALE    XVII. 


OF   A   PERFECT   LIFE. 


An  Emperor  decreed^  that  whoever  wished  ta 
serve  him^  should  obtain  his  vfish,  condition- 
ally,  that  he  Struck  three  times  upon  the  pa- 
lace-gäte,  by  which  those  within  might  under- 
stand  what  he  wanted.  Now,  there  was  a 
certain  poor  man  in  the  Roman  empire,  calied 
Guido ;  who,  on  hearing  the  mode  by  which 
admission  to  the  Emperor's  service  was  to  be 
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attained,  thus  thought — "  I  am  a  poor  fellow, 
of  low  descent ;  it  is  beiter  for  me  to  serve 
and  acquire  wealth,  than  to  live  in  indepen- 
dence  and  starve."  So  he  proceeded  .to  the 
palace,  and  according  to  the  edict,  gave  thlree 
blows  upon  the  gate.  The  porter  immediately 
opened  it^  and  brought  him  in.  He  was  in- 
troduced  to  the  Emperor's  presence,  who  said, 
*'  What  seek  you,  my  friend  ?"  Guidb  replied, 
*'  I  wish  to  serve  your  Majesty." — "  And  for 
what  Office  may  you  be  fit?"  returned  the 
Emperor.  "  I  can  serve,  with  tolerablerex- 
pertness  in  six  capacities ;"  said  Guido, "  First, 
I  can  act'as  body-guard  to  the  pritice ;  I  can 
make  his  bed,  dress  his  food,  and  wash  his 
feet.  Secondly,  I  can  watch  when  others 
sleep,  and  sleep  when  others  watch.  Thirdly, 
I  can  drink  good  drink,  and  teil  whether  it  be 
good  or  not.  Fourthly,  I  can  invite  Company 
to  a  Festival  for  my  master's  honor.  Fifthly, 
I  can  make  a  fire  without  the  least  smoke, 
which  will  warm  all  that  approach  it.  Sixthly, 
I  can  teach  people  the  way  to  the  holy  land, 
from  whence  they  will  retum  in  excellent 
health," — "  By  my  faith,"  said  the  Emperor, 
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"  these  are  fine  matters,  and  will  be  useful  to 
a  good  many :  thou  shalt  Biay  with  me,  and 
serve  mt  first  as  body-guard.  In  each  de- 
partment  thou  shalt  remain  a  füll  year/' 
Guido  expressed  himself  content ;  and  every 
night  made  ready  the  Emperor's  bed,  washed 
the  linen,  and  occasionally  changed  it.  Then 
he  lay  down  at  the  entrance  of  the  Chamber, 
anned  at  all  points.  He  likewise  provided  a 
dog,  whose  barking  might  warn  him  of  any 
danger.  Every  night,  he  washed  the  King*s 
feet,  and  in  all  respects  ministered  so  faith- 
fully  and  manfully,  that  not  the  least  fault 
was  found  in  him.  The  Emperor,  therefore, 
was  wqll  pleased ;  and  at  the  expiration  of 
the  year,  made  him  his  seneschal,  preparatory 
to  the  fulfilment  of  the  second  office,  which 
was,  to  provide  every  thing  requisite.  Then 
Goido  commenced  his  Operations  ;  and  during 
the  whole  summercoUected  a  variety  of  Stores, 
and  watched  with  great  assiduity  the  fittest 
opportunities.  So  that  on  the  approach  of 
winter,  when  others,  who  had  wasted  the  pro- 
per season,  began  to  labor  and  lay  up,  h^ 
took  his  ease,  and  thus  completed  the  service 
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of  the  »econd  yesM^.    When  the  Eanperor  per^ 
ceived  bis  diligence  and  sagacity,  he  calied 
to  him  bis  chief  butler,  and  said,  "  Friend, 
put  into  my  cup  some  of  tbe  bei^t  wine, 
mingled  witb  must  and  vinegar,  (16)  and  gire 
it  to  Guido  to  taste :  for  tbat  is  bis  tbird  mi- 
nistry,  namely^  to  taste  good  drink,  and  pro- 
nounce  upon  its  qualities."    Tbe  butler  did 
as  be  was  commanded.     Wben  Guido  had 
tastedy  be  said,  ^'  It  was  good ;  it  is  good, 
it  will  begood.     Tbatjs,  tbe  mustwbich  is 
new,  will  be  good  wben  it  is  oldet ;  the  cid 
wine  is  good>  at  present ;  and  tbe  vinegar  was 
good  formeriy/'    Tbe  Emperor  saw  tbat  he 
bad  answered  discreetly  and  accurately ;  and 
this  witbout  previonsly  knowing  tbe  compo- 
nent  parte  of  tbe  beverage.     He  therefore 
said,  *'  Go  now  througb  town  and  country 
and  invite  all  my  iriends  to  a  festival;  for 
Cbristmas  is  at  band :  berein  sball  consist 
your  fourtb  nainistry/'    Guido  instantly  set 
out ;  but  instead  of  executing  tbe  Orders  he 
bad  received.  be  invited  none  but  tbe  Empe- 
ror*s  enemies.:  tbus,  on  Cbristmas  eve,  his 
eourt  was  fiUed  witb  tbem.    Wben  be  ob« 
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served  this»  he  was  exceedingly  perturbed, 
and  calling  Guido  to  him,  said»  ''  How  is 
this?  did  you  not  say  that  you  knew  ^hat 
men  to  ask  to  my  table?"  He  answered» 
"  Sarely,  my  Lord."—"  And  said  I  not,**  re-» 
turned  the  Emperor,  very  much  provoked» 
"  Said  I  not,  that  thou  wert  to  iavite  my 
friends  ?  How  comes  it  that  thou  hast,  as* 
sembled  only  my  enemies?**— "  My  Lord,' 
replied  Guido,  "  suffer  me  to  speak.  At  all 
seasons,  and  at  all  hours,  your  friends  may 
visit  you,  and  they  äre  received  with  plea* 
sure;  but  it  is  not  so  with  your  enemies. 
From  which  reflection,  I  persuaded  myself 
that  a  conciliating  behaviour,  and  a  good 
dinner  wonld  convert  your  inveterate  enemies 
into  warm  friends/'  This  was  really  the  case ; 
before  the  feast  concluded,  they  all  became 
cordial  partisans,  and  as  long  as  they  lived 
remained  faithful  to  their  sovereign.  The 
Emperor,  therefore,  was  much  ddighted,  and 
cried,  "  Blessed  be  God,  my  enemies,  are 
now  my  friends !  Execute  thy  fifth  ministry, 
and  make  both  for  them  wd  me,  a  fire  that 
shall  bum  without  smoke/'    Guido  replied. 
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"  It  shall  be  done  immediately/'  and  he  thus 
performed  bis  pramise.     In  tbe  beat  of  Sum- 
mer, be  dried  a  quantity  of  green  wood  in  the 
sun :  baving  done  tbis,  be  made  a  fire  with 
it,  tbat  blazed  and  sparkled,  but  tbrew  out 
no   smoke :    so  tbat  the  Emperor  and  his 
friends  warmed  tbemselves  witbout  inconve- 
nience.     He  was  now  directed  to  perform  his 
last  Service,  and  promised  great  bonors  and 
wealtb  on  completing  it  also,  equally  to  the 
satisfaction  of  bis  master.     "  My  Lord,"  said 
Guido,  "  wboever  would  travel  to  tbe  Holy 
Land,  must  follow  me  to  tb«  sea-side."    Ac- 
cordingly,  proclamation  being  made,  men, 
women,   and   cbildren,  in   immense  crowds, 
bastened  after  bim.    Wben  tbey  arrived  at 
tbe  appointed  place.  Guido  said,"  My  friends, 
do  you  observe  in  tbe  sea  tbe  same  things 
wbicb  I  do  ?"    Tbey  answered,  "  We  know 
not  tbat"—"  Then,"  continued  be,  "  do  you 
perceive  in  tbe  midst  of  tbe  waves  an  immense 
rock  ?     Lift  up  yonr  eyes  and  look."    They 
replied,  "  Master,  we  see  it  well  enough,  but 
do  not  understand  wby  you  ask  us." — "  Know, 
«aid  be,  "  tbat  in  this  rock  tbere  is  a  sort  of 
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bird^  continually  sitting  on  her  nest,  in  which 
are  seven  eggs.  While  she  is  thus  employed, 
the  sea  is.  tranquil ;  but  if  she  happen  to 
quit  her  nest,  storm  and  tempest  immediately 
succeed ;  insomuch^  that  they  who  would 
venture  upon  the  ocean^  are  certain  to  be  cast 
away.  On  the  other  band«  as  long  as  she  sits 
upon  the  eggs,  whoever  goes  to  sea,  will  go 
and  retum  in  safety^*' — "  But,"  said.  they, 
"  how  shall  we  ascertain  when  the  bird  is  on 
her  nest,  and  when  she  is  not  V  He  replied, 
"  She  neyer  quits  her  nest,  except  on  some 
particular  emergency.  For  there  is  another 
bird,  exceedingly  hostile  to  her,  mtA  laboring 
day  and  night  to  defile  her  nest,  and  break  the 
eggs,  Now,  the  bird  of  the  nest,  when  she 
sees  her  eggs  broken,  and  her  nest  fouled, 
instantly  flies  away  possessed  with  the  great- 
e&t  grief ;  then,.  the  sea  rages  and  the  winds 
become  very  boisterous.  At  that  time,  you 
ought  especially  to  avoid  putting.out  of  port." 
The  people  made  answer,  **  But,  master,  what 
remedy  is  there  for  this?  How  shall  we  pre- 
vent  the  unfriendly  bird  from  approaching  the 
other's  nest,  and  so  pass  safely  oyer  the  wa- 
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ters?*'— "  There  is  nothing,**  returned  Guido, 
"  which  this  unfriendly  bird  so  much  abhors 
as  tbe  bloöd  of  a  lainb.  Sprinkle^  therefore* 
with  this  bloody  the  iüside  and  the  outeide  of 
the  nest^  and  as  long  as  one  singie  drop  re* 
mains»  it  will  never  approach  it :  the  bird  of 
the  nest  will  sit :  the  sea  will  continue  calm, 
and  you  will  pass  and  repass  with  perfisct 
safety/'  When  they  had  heard  this,  they 
took  the  blood  of  the  lamb»  and  sprinkled 
it^  as  he  had  said.  They  then  passed  se* 
curely  to  the  Holy  Land ;  and  the  Emperor, 
seeing  that  Guido  had  fulfilled  erery  ministry 
with  wisdom^  promoted  him  to  a  great  mili- 
tary  command,  and  bestowed  on  him  immense 
riches.  (16) 


APPLICATION. 


My  belored,  the  Emperor  is  our  heavenly 
Father,  who  decreed,  that  whosoever  Struck 
thrice  upon  the  gate,— that  is,  who  prayed, 
fasted,  and  gare  alms,  shonld  become  a  sol- 
dier  of  the  church  militant,  and  finally  aitain 
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everlasting  life»  Guido  is  any  poor  man,  who 
in  baptism  begins  bis  minis^y.  Tbe  firat 
oflSce,  18  to  serve  Christ,  and  prepare  tbe  beart 
forvirtue.  The  second»  is  to  watch:  '*  For 
ye  know  not  at  wbat  bour  the  Son  of  Man 
cometh."  The  third,  to  taste  of  penitence ; 
which  was  good  to  the  saints  who  live  eter- 
nally  in  heaven;  and  it  i$  good,  because  it 
brings  US  to  that  blessed  Situation.  Lastly, 
it  wül  be  good,  wben  the  resurrection  is  come, 
and  we  are  summoned  to  receive  a  crown  of 
glory.  Tbe  fourth  ministry,  is  to  invite 
Christ's  enemies  to  become  bis  friends,  and 
inherit  eternal  life  :  for  he  "  came  not  to  call 
the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  repentance.'* 
The  fiftb,  is  to  ligbt  the  fire  of  charity  which 
shall  burn  free  from  all  impure  and  improper 
feelings.  The  sixtb,  to  teach  the  way  to  tbe 
Holy  Land, — ^that  is,  to  heaven.  The  sea, 
over  which  men  must  be  conveyed,  is  tbe 
World.  The  rock,  in  the  midst  of  it,  is  the 
human  form,  or  rather  the  beart,  on  which  a 
bird  cowers,  tllat  Is,  the  Holy  Spirit.  The 
seven  eggs,  are  seven  gifts  of  the  Spirit.    If 
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the  Spirit.leave  US,  the  devil  defiles  the  nest, 
and  destroys  those  good  gifts.  The  blood  of 
,the  lamb  is  Christ's  blood,  shed  foroursalva- 
tion,  with  which  we  ought  ever  to  be  sprink- 
led ;  that  is,  ever  to  ret^in  it  in  memory.  (17) 


TALE  XVIIL 


OF  VENIAL  SIN- 


A  CERTAIN  soldier,  called  Julian,  unwit- 
tipgly  killed  his  parents.  For  being  of  noble 
bitth,  and  addicted,.as  youth  frequentiy  is, 
to  the  Sports  of  the  field,  a  stag  which  he 
hotly  pursued,  suddenly  turned  round,  and 
addressed  him ;  "  Thou  who  pursuest  me  so 
fiercely,  shalt  be  the  destructionof  thy  pa- 
rents." These  words  greatly  alanned  Julian, 
who  feared  their  accomplishmeiit  even  while 
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he  disavowed  the  possibility.  Leaving^  there- 
fore,  bis  amusement,  he  went  privately  into  a 
distant  country^  aud  enroUed  himself  in  the 
bands  of  a  certain  chieftain.  His  conduct, 
as  well  in  war  as  in  peace,  merited  so  highly 
from  the  prince  he  served,  that  he  created 
him  a  knight,  and  gave  him  the  widow  of  a 
castellan  (17)  in  marriage,  with  her  Castle  as 
a  dowry. 

AU  this  while;  the  parents  of  Julian  be- 
wailed  the  departure  of  their  son^  and  dili- 
gently  sought  for  him  in  all  places.  At  length 
they  arriyed  at  the  Castle^  and  in  Julian's 
absence  were  introduced  to  his  wife,  who 
asked  them  what  they  were.  They  commu- 
nicated  without  reserve,  the  occasion  of  their 
search^  and  their  sorrow  for  an  only  child. 
Convinced  by  this  explanation  that  they  were 
her  hnsband's  parents,  (for  he  had  often  con- 
veri^ed  with  her  about  them^  and  detailed  the 
Strange  occurrence  which  induced  him  to  flee 
his  country)  she  received  them  rery  kind- 
ly  ;  and  in  consideration  of  the  love  she  bore 
her  husband,  put  them  into  her  own  bed^  and 
commanded  another  to  be  prepared  elsewhere 
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for  herseif.  Now  eariy  in  the  morning,  the 
htdy  castellan  wen!  to  her  devotions.  In 
'  the  mean  time  Julian  returning  home,  has- 
tened,  acoording  to  custom,  to  the  Chamber 
of  his  wife^  imagiaing  that  she  bad  not  yet 
risen.  Fearful  of  awaking  her,  he  softly  en- 
tered the  apartment,  and.perceiving  two  per- 
sona in  bed,  iastantly  concluded  that  his  wife 
was  disloyal.  Without  a  moment's  pause>  he 
unsheathed  bis  sabre«  and  slew  both.  Then 
in  the  greatest  agitation  and  bitteraes^  of 
heart,  he  hurried  from  the  Chamber^  and  acci- 
dentally  took  tbe  direction  in  which  thechurch 
lay,  and  by  which  his  wife  had  prooeeded  not 
long  before.  On  the  threshold  of  the  sacred 
building  he  distinguished  her,  and  Struck  with 
the  utmost  ama^ment«  enquir^  whom  they 
were  that  had  taken  possession  of  his  bed. 
She  replied,  that  they  were  his  parents ;  who 
after  long  and  wearisome  search  in  pursuit  of 
him,  arrived  at  his  Castle  the  last  evening. 
The  intel%e^ce  was  as  a  thunderbolt  to  Ju- 
lian ;  and  unable  to  contain  himself  he  burst 
into  an  agony  of  tears.  "  Oh !"  he  exclaimed, 
**  lives  thcre  in  the  world  so  forlom  a  wretch 
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as  I  am  ?  This  accursed  band  bas  murdered 
my  parents,  and  fulfiUed  th^  horrible  predic« 
tion,  wbicb  I  bave  struggled  to  avoid.  Dear-* 
est  wife,  pardon  my  fatal  suspictons,  and  re-^ 
ceive  my  last  farewell ;  for  never  will  I  know 
rest,  until  I  am  satisfied  tbat  Qod  has  forgiven 
me."  His  wife  answered,  "  Wilt  thou  aban-* 
doQ  me  tben,  my  beloved,  and  leave  me  alone 
and  widowed?  No^-^I  have  been  tbe  partici* 
pator  of  tby  bappiness^  and  now  will  partici« 
pate  Iby  grief."  Julian  opposed  not,  and 
they  departed  togetber  towards  a  large  river, 
that  flowed  at  no  great  diatance ;  and  wbere» 
from  tbe  rapidity  and  deptb  of  tbe  waters, 
many  bad  perisbed.  In  tbis  place  tbey  boilt 
and  endowed  a  bospital,  wbere  tbey  abode  in 
the  truest  contrition  of  beart..  Now  all  wbo 
had  occasion  to  pass  tbat  river  constantly  vi« 
sited  tbem,  and  great  numbers  of  poor  people 
were  received  witbin  tbe  place.  Many  years 
glided  by,  and,  at  last,  on  a  vefy  cold  nigbt, 
about  tbe  mid-bour,  as  Julian  slept,  overpow- 
ered  witb  fatigue,a  lamentable  voice  seemed  to 
call  his  name«  He  instantly  got  up,  and 
found  a  man  corered  witb  tbe  leprosy,  perisb- 
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ing  for  very  cold.  He  brought  him  into  the 
house,  and  lighted  a  fire  to  wann  him ;  bat  he 
could  not  be  mäde  warm.  That  he  might 
omit  no  possible  means  of  cherishing  the 
leper,  he  carried  him  into  bis  own  bed,  and 
endeavöured  by  the  heat  of  bis  body  torestore 
himi  After  a  while,  he  who  seemed  sick,  and 
cold,  and  leprous/  äppeared  enveloped  in  an 
immortal  splendour:  and  waving  bis  Ught 
wings,  seemed  ready  to  mount  up  into  hea- 
ven,  Tuming  a  look  of  the  utmost  benignity 
upon  his  wondering  host,  he  said,  "Julian, 
the  Lord  hath  sent  me  to  thee,  to  announce 
the  acceptance  of  thy  contrition.  Before 
long  both  thoii  and  thy  partner  will  sleep  in 
the  Lord."  So  saying,  the  angelic  messenger 
disappeared.  Julian  and  his  wife,  after  a 
short  tim:e  fully  occupied  in  good  works,  died 
in  peace.    (18) 


APPLICATION. 


My  beloved,  the  knight  Julian  is  any  good 
Christian  prelate,  who  ought  manfully  to  war 
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against  tbe  denl^  the  worl4»  iua4  ib^  #^i 
and  to  hunt;»— ibat  Ik»  io  ac^iiMre  souls  for  t|i# 
senrioe  of  Gad«  He  sboulfl  flee  fram  the 
worldi  aod  he  wUl  tl^^  veceiv^  ^.Lady  Caa- 
tdldn  in  xnarritge— rthat  U,  4mne  erape.- 
The  parfiots  Are  il^e  vu^tiea  pf  this  Ujfej  whidi 
porsoe  a  man  evecy  wbere :  thae  p^ents  mntft 
be  slain  with  tixe  saWe  of  rep^itanc^«  Tbe 
iiFer  is  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and  tbe  ]|Of|utal 
by  its  «ide,  ia  prayer«  £u3ting,  and  «kaa- 
giving. 


TALE    XIX. 


OF  THE  SIN  OF  PRIDE. 


W«  read  in  the  Roman  annals^  (i.  e«  Gtitü 
Bommtarum)  of  a  prince  called  Pompey.  He 
in»  nnited  to  the  daoghter  of  a  nobleman^ 
wfaose  name  was  CsBsar.    It  was  i^reed  be-^ 
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tkeen  thetn  -  to-  bring  the  whole  worhl  into 
^ubjection ;  and  with  this  yiew  Pompey  gave 
instructions  to  bis  assöciate  to  possess  him- 
Belf  of  certain  distant  fortresses  :  for  the  lät- 
t€fr  being  a  young  man,  it  became  him  to  be 
i(ZM>st  active  and  vigilant.  In  the  mean  while, 
Fömpey,  äs  the  chief  person  of  the  Common- 
wealth, endeavoured  to  guard  it  against  Ae 
machinations  of  their  enemies ;  and  appointed 
a  partiöular  day  for  the  retum  of  Caesar— in 
failure  of  which,  his  property  was  to  be  con* 
fiscated  to  the  use  of  the  Roman  empire. 
Five  years  were  allowed  him ;  and  Caesar,  as^ 
sembling  a  large  army,  marched  rapidly  into 
the  country  he  was  about  to  attack.  But  the 
inhabitants  being  warlike,  and  aware  of  his 
approach,  he  wasHinable  to  subdue  themin 
the  specified  time.  Caring,  therefore,  toof- 
fend  Pompey^  less  than  to  relinquish  his 
conquests,  he  continued  abroad  consider- 
ably  beyond  the  five  years ;  and  was  conse- 
quehtly  banished  the  empire,  and  his  wealA 
appropriated  by  the  govemment.  Wh^i  Cm- 
sar  had  concluded  the  campaign  he  tnmed 
towards  Rome,    marching    with  his    forces 


OF  THE  SIN  OF  PRIDE.  S9 

,across  a  river,  distinguished  by  the  name  of 
RnbicoQ.  Here  a  phantom  of  immense  sta- 
tttre,standiDginthemiddle  of  the  water,  op- 
posed  bis  passage.  It  said,  "  Caesar,  if ,  your 
purpose  be  the  welfare  of  the  state — ^pass  on ; 
bat  if  not,  beware  how  you  advance  another 
Itep.**  Caesar  replied,  "  I  have  long  fought 
foT,  and  am  still  prepared  to  undergo  every 
hardship  in  defence  of  Rome ;  of  which  I  take 
the  gods  whom  I  worship  to  be  my  witnesses.'* 
As  he  Said  this,  the  phantom  vanished.  Caesar 
then  tuming  a  little  to  the  right,  crossed  the 
riTer;  but  having  effected  bis  passage,  he 
paused  on  the  opposite  bank : — "  I  have 
rashly  pronaised  peace  ;"  said  be,  "  for  in  this 
case,  I  must  relinquish  my  just  right/'  From 
that  hour  he  pursued  Pompey  with  the  utmost 
yiruleiice,  even  to  the  death  ;  and  waa  himself 
slaiu  aflerwards  by  a  band  of  conspirators. 
(19) 

APPLICATION« 

My  beloved,   by  Pompey  understand  the 
Creator  of  all  things ;  Caesar  signifies  Adam, 
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who  was  the  first  mam.  Hüs  danghter  ü^ih^ 
soul^betrothed  to  Ood^^ffAdamr^üasflacedin 
Paradise  to  cultirMie  aiotd  lo  goard  it ;  hat  oot 
fulfiUing  tbeO  Kondition  impoaed  upon  \m, 
like  Oa^äar/  lile  was  expelled  hb  natii«  coon- 
try;  The  Robifcon  ts  baj^tifim,  by  whbh  maa- 
kind  re-enters  a  ^tate  of  blessedness. 


TALE   XX. 


4  ,n- 


OF  TRIBULATION  AVD  ANOUISH«  ^ 


r 


^r:j    :     (;/'t: 


In  the  reign  of  the  Emperöi^Cotuiad/there 
lived  a^ertain  Count  cailed  Leopold^  S^h^fi^ 
some  cause,  fearing  the  Indignation  of 
master,  fled  with  his  wife  into  the  woods/ 
concealed  himself  in  a  miserable  hovel. 
Chance  "the  Emperor  hunted  there  |  and  beh 
carried  away  by  Üie  heat  of  the  chace,  loi 
himself  in  the  woods, '  and  was  benight 
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WanderiiOg  about  in  varioaft  direetions^  be 
came  at  length  ta  the  cottage  where  the  Cotint 
dwelt^  and  requested  'Hhelter.  Now  his  hosteas 
being  at  tbat  tkne  pfegnant,  aiid  near  the  mo* 
mentof  her  trarail/prepared^  thovigh  with  some 
difficaltjr,  am^,  attdbrought'vrhatererhere- 
quired*  The  aame  night  she  waa  delirered  of 
a  lon.  Wfaile  the  Emperor  glept,  a  Toice 
broke  npon  hia  ear^whiah*  seemed  to  aaj> 
'' Take,  Take,  Take/'  He  aroae  immediately, 
and  with  conaidefaUe  alarm,  seid  to  himaelf^ 
"  Wbat  can  that  voice  mean  ?  '  Take !  Take! 
Take! '  What  am  i  to  take? ''  He  reflected 
uponr  tbe  ahigidanty  of  thiäfor  a  Aort  8pace> 
aad  then  feil  asleep.  Bat  a  second  time,  tb# 
voice  addressed  him>  crying  out,  ''«ReatoNP, 
Bestore,  Reatore»"  He  awoke  ia  verj^^gitet 
lorrow.  '' Wlut  h  all  thia?''  thought  hisi 
"  First,  I  was  to  '  Take,  Tdce,  Take,'  and  there 
is  nothmg  for  me  to  take«  Joat  now  the  aame 
voice  exdaimed, '  Beatoife,  Restore,  Restore,* 
and  what  can  I  riestore  when  I  have  taken 
BOthiiig  ?  "  Unable  to  «cplain  the  myatery, 
he  again  alept ;  and  die  third  time,  the  voice 
«pokc.  "  Fly,  Fly,  Fly,"  it  aaid,  *'  for  a  child 
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is  now  born,  who  shall  become  tby  son-^in- 
law/*  These  words  created  grieat  perplexity 
in  the  emperor;  and  getting  up  veryearly  in 
the  moming,  he  songht  out  two  of  bis  squires, 
and  Said, ''  Go  and  force  away  that  ckildfrom 
its  mother ;  cleave  it  in  twain,  and  Iniiig  its 
heart  to  me."  The  squire»  obeyed,  tnd 
snatehed  away  the  boy,  as  it  hnng  at  its  mo- 
iher's  breast  But  observing  its  rery  gieat 
beattty,  they  were  moved  to  con^passion,  uui 
placed  it  upon  the  branch  of  a  tree,  to  secure 
it  from  the  wild  beasts ;  and  then  kiUing  a 
bare»  they  conveyed  its  heavt  to  the  empen^. 
Soon  after  this^  ä  duke  travelling  in  the  forest, 
passed  by,  and  heanng  the  cry  of  an  infast, 
searched  about ;  and  discoveringit«  placed  it, 
unknown  to  any  one,  in  die  folds  of  his  garment 
Having  no  child  himself«  he  conveyed  it  tohis 
wife^  and  bade  her  nourish  it  as  their  own. 
The  lady^  pleased  to  execute  so  charitable  an 
Office^  became  much  attached  to  the  littie 
fouhdling,  whom  she  called  Henry.  The  boy 
grew  up,  handsome  in  person  and  eztremely 
eloquent;  so  that  he  became  a  generalia- 
Tourite«     Now   the  emperor  remarking  ths 
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extraordinary  quickne^ss  of  the  youth»  de» 
sired  bis  fo&ter-father  ta  send  him  to  court ; 
where  he  resided  a  length  of  time.  But  the. 
great  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  all 
lanks  of  jpeople,  caused  the  emperor  to  repent 
what  he  had  done ;  and  to  fear  lest  he  shoold 
aspire  to  the  throne,  or  probably  be  the  same, 
whoiDy  as  a  child,  he  had  commanded  his 
flquires  to  destroy.  Wishing  to  secure  him- 
self  from  erery  possible  tum  of  fortune,  he 
wrote  a  letter  with  his  own  hand  to  the  Queen 
to  the  foUowing  purport, ''  I  command  you,  on 
pain  of  death,  as  soon  as  this  letter  reaches  you^ 
to  put  the  youngman  to  death/'  When  it  was 
completed,  he  went,  by  some  accident  into  thi^ 
chapel-roy  al,  itnd  seating  himself  upon  a  benchi 
feil  asleep.  The  letter  had  been  inclosed  in  a 
purse,  which  hung  loosely  from  his  girdle; 
and  a  certain  priest  of  the  place,  impelled  by 
an  ungoyemable  curiosity,  opened  the  purse 
and  read  the  purposed  wickedness.  Filled 
with  horror  and  indignation,  he  cunningly 
erased  the  passage  commanding  the  youthV 
death,  and  wrote  instead,  '*  Qive  htm.  our 
4&ughter  in  marriage«''    The  writing  was  con« 
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reyed  to  the  q^een,  vrho  ftnding  the  emperor's 
gignikture^  änd  the  hnpfeseian  of  the  roj?i 
i^gnety  called  tög^tber  the  princeB  of  the  etä* 
pite,  aüd  (^elebtated  their  tiüptials  with  gr^&t 
pomp.  Vnien  thid  wad  ^^ti^rnttmcated  to  (he 
emperor,  whd  häd  qÄitted  the  palace,  as  well 
to  give  better  oppoftümt^  fot  effecting  Us 
«th)diotti»  de«igtt,  AS  to  tiemtWe  the  >iigma  df 
it»  execntioa' fr<aä  faimiself,  he  was  greatly  af- 
flicted :  btit  when  be  heatd  the  whole  chaift 
6f  ttimtcülous  lüterpoditidii  -firom  the  twö 
«quir^s^  the  düke,  and  fhe  pfiest^  he  saw  that 
he  lütMft  tesiguhtfttself  to  the  dispensations  (tf 
Gdd.  Attd,  thereföre,  äeadii^g  ß)t  the  yo«ng 
fiittD^fae^confihkkedhiS  ixmtrikge,  and  appointed 
bim  heit  to  his  ktogddih.  (SO) 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloted,  ihe  emperöf  hÜM  the  Father  j 
ithtjt,  angry  uriftt  out  Äwt  pcrti^iits,  drore  them 
from  Parädfse  4nto  thci  #oods,  and  desolate 
phittH  of  Irfe.  The  ehiM  irho  m^bs  bom  ii 
Jtmxü  Christ,  whbnt  tnafiy  petsecute ;  but  who 
wiH  ftttdly  tHtnnph  over  all  Kis  enemies.  The 
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sqmires,  axe  tka  dmne  power  and  grace  ope- 
ratii^  npon  tke  heart«  1^  child  is  placed  in 
a  tree — ^that  is,  in  tbe  cbnroh ;  and  the  dnke, 
who  preserred  it,  is  any  goodt'prelate.  The 
slain  bare,  is  our  camal  affeetions,  which 
oaght to be  destroyed.  The  letter  wbicbthe 
emperor  wrote  wilh  bis  own  band,  is  erery 
eril  imi^natioa  ^diicb  possesses  the  beart* 
For  then  Christ  is  in  danger  ofbeing  destroy- 
ed. The  priest  who  preserved  tbe  yontb,  is 
any  discareet  minister,  who  by  meaiB  of  tbe 
Sacred  Writings  moUifies  tbe  asperities  of  the 
human  soul,  and  betrotbs  it  to  Heaven. 


TALE  XXL 


OF  OTER-REACHING  AND  CONSPIBACT^  AND 
OF  CAUTION  OPPOSED  TO  THEM. 

Justin  records,  (21)  tbat  the  lacedsemonians 
conspired  against  their  king ;  and  prevailing» 
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banisbed  hiin.  It  happened  that  a  king  of  tke 
Persians  plotted  1^  deatructioa  of  the  same 
State,  and  prepär^d  to  besiege  Laced«moii 
with  a  large  army.  The  exile«  thongh  smart- 
ing  beneath  tbe  wrongs  accumulated  on  bim 
by  bis  own  subjeets,  could  not  but  regacdtbe 
l/akd  of  bis  nativity  ;  and  feel  for  it  that  deep 
and  rooted  love  whicb  forms^  as  it  were,  tbe 
very  existence  of  the  real  patriot.  Havihg  as- 
certained,  ther^fore,  the  hostiledesign&of  tbe 
Persian  monarch  against  the  Lacedaemonians, 
,  he  reflected  by*what  means  he  might  securely 
forewam  them  6f  the  impending  danger.  Ao- 
cordingly,  taking  up  bis  tablets,  he  commu- 
iiicated  bis  discovery,  and  explained  how  tbey 
might  best  resist  and  defeat  their  enemies. 

When  he  had  written,  he  enveloped  tbe 
whole  in  wax,  and  finding  a  trust-worthy  mes- 
seng^r,  despatched  bim  to  the  insurgent  nobles. 
On  inspection  of  the  tablets,  no  writing  could 
be  distinguished  ;  for  the  entire  surface  of  tbe 
wax  discovered  not  the  slightest  impressioD. 
This  naturally  gave  rise  to  much  discussion, 
änd  each  delivered  bis  opinion  as  to  the  intent 
an4  furtber  disposal  of  the  tablets«    But  the 
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mystery  none  of  them  could  unravel.  Now 
it  chanced  that  a  sister  of  the  Lacedfl&monian 
king,  understanding  their  perplexity,request- 
ed  permission  to  inspect  them.  Her  desire 
was'sadmitted ;  she  commenced  a  minute  in* 
testigation,  and  assisted  by  tbat  peculiar 
shrewdness^  which  women  frequently  di»plagr 
in  emergencie9»  rais^d  th^  wax^  and  a  portion 
of  ihe  writing  became  manifest.  She  had  now 
a  clue,  and  proceeding  in  her  work,  gradually 
r^oved,  the  i^^xen  coyering  and  exhibiite4 
the  legend  at  füll.  The  nobles  of  the:  cpun^ 
(hofltpre-iQonished/rejoioed  exceedingly;  took 
^  necessaTy  8tep9jt  and  secured  themselireSi 
ag(Mnst  the  menaced  siege.  ^  ^, 
•  ...  _  , 

APPLICATIOlf.    * 

« 

Myrbeloyed,  the  king,  is  Qhrist,  wha  is  ba- 
nished,  by  human  depravily,  from  bis  right. 
NeTeri&riess»  he  so  loved  us,  as  to  eontriire  a 
means  of  freeing  us  from  the  ättacks  of  cur 

enemy  the  deriU  .,  :\ 

i  ■  .    .      ,...■'.      .     ,. 
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«P  WORLDIT  VBAK. 


Aü^üsf fN£  teils  ü^,  th6^  wKeü  Ihe  Egyp. 
iklfi§  feimeity  deified  kra  add  S^r^j^is,  tbqr 

1^  ]äW,  tbikt  whoM»6yeir  äedür^  thtm  Vi  ha 
mortal,  or  so  much  as  cctj^redsedadoubt  feh« 
tive  to  their  birtb,  should  be  put  to  an  igno- 
minious  deatb«  Tfaen  they  erected  two  images; 
and  that  the  aforesaid  law  sbould  be  atricdy 
ob^nrad,  tbey  plaäed  neair  them^  in  etery 
teiäple  diedioated  tö  tbeif  bosowr^  anofhei  of 
dijpimitiTe  form,  having  a  f^ne^^nger  laid  npoii 
italipsy-t^-taindieate  that  nlenoewas  indkpeo* 
sably  required  of  those  who  entered  their  tem* 
ples.  In  this  way  thej  endeavoured  to  refNress 
the  Promulgation  of  truth. 


OF  d^lRlTUAt/  M^BICIKE.  10$ 


My  beloved,  tbase  Egyptians  are  all  worid« 
ly-minded  m^i,  who  would  deify  and  worghip 
their  vices,  while  they  sedulooBly  hidd  trnth 
from  the  heart.  The  smaller  image,  is  Fear  qf 
the  World,  wlüch  is  erer  inttnuMQtal  in  th« 
suppresf  ion  of  truth« 


TALE    XXIIL 


OF  StFtRITUAL  MBDiCtKE. 

Saint  Auo VST tKH  Mitte«,  Itet  an  anciaifl 
custom  fonnerly  prevailed,  in  complianee  with 
wfaich,  emperors,  after  death,  were  laid  upon 
a  funeral  pile  and  bumt ;  and  their  ashes  de- 
posited  in  an  nrn.  Bat  it  happened  that  one 
of  them  died,  whose  heart  resisted  the  im» 
pression  of  fire%    This  circumstance  created 


110 


QF  «MUTUAL  1|B]>ICINB% 


the  utmost  astonishment^  and  all  the  rheto- 
ricians,  and  other  wise  men  of  every  province, 
were  summoned  to  one  place.  The  question 
was  then  proposed  to  them«  and  they  thus 
answered  :  *'  The  Emperor  died  intoxicated, 
and  through  the  influence  of  a  latent  poison, 
his  heart'  cännot  be  consumed.'^  When  tbis 
was  understood^  they  drew  the  heart  from  the 
firey  and  covered  it  with  thetiaque  (22)  and 
immediately  the  poison  was  ezpelled.  The 
heart,  being  retumed  to  the  flames,  was  soon 
redaced  to  ashes. 

APPLICATION. 

My  belpved«  men  ar^  thus  in  a  spiritual  sense. 
The  heart  is  impoisoned^  and  then  the  fire  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  will  not  touch  it.  The  ikt-^ 
fiMqw  is  repentance>  which  remorea  all  tran»^ 
gr^tsions. 
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TALE  XXIV. 


OF  THE  SUGajBBTIQNS  OV  TRS  PBYIL. 


There  was  a  celebrated  magician«  wko  had.s 
very  beautiful  garden,  in  which  grew  flowers 
of  the  mo8t  fragrant  smell^  and  fruits  of  the 
most  delicioua  flavour.  In  short^  nothing  on 
earth  conld.exceed  it.  But  he  invariably  re- 
iused  admittance  to  all  except  to  fools»  oc 
such  as  were  hia  enemies.  When  suffered  to 
pass  in^  howeyer,  their  wonder  was  extreme ; 
and  few  having  ent^red  it  wished  to  return^ 
On  the  contrary,  the  delights  which  they 
experienced^  so  infatuated  their  minds,  that 
they  easily  yielded  to  the  demands  of  the  ma- 
gician^  and  resigned  their  inheritances  to  him 
without  the  slightest  reserve.  The  fools^  of 
course,  believing  it  to  be  Paradise»  and  that 
the  fiowers^and  fruits  were  of  immqrtal  growth. 
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while  they  themselves  were  the  chosen  and 
happy  possessors  of  the  land,  gave  not  an- 
other  thought  to  the  futare.  They  luzuriated 
in  voluptuousneBfl«  and  sunrendered  the  whole 
heart  to  impure  gratification.  The  conse- 
quence  was,  that  in  a  moment  of  sensual  in- 
toxication,  the  magician  cut  them  off;  and 
thns,  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  fac* 
titiouB  Eden,  perpe^ted  the  foulest  enor* 
mitws.  (23) 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  magician  is  the  world.  It 
süpplies  what  is  called  wealth;  and  this, 
when  men  have  obtained,  they  dose  their 
hand  upon  it,  and  ^believe  themselves  rieh. 
Presenüy  they  open  their  handis,  and  the  trea- 
sure  has  disappeared.  (24) 


Or  IKGEATITVDB.  1 13 


TALE   XXV. 


OF  IKGRATirmOB. 


A  CESTAiiv  nMt  lady  fttiffered  many  injn* 
ried  from  a  tyraxmical  kiiig^  who  laid  waste  her 
domaitis*  When  the  partienkra  of  it  were 
communiöated  to  her,  her  tears  flowed  täBt, 
aod  her  heart  was  oppressed  with  btttemeas. 
It  happened  that  a  pilgrhn  Tisrited  her,  and  re^ 
nttmed  there  for  some  time.  Obdefving  the 
poferty  to  whieh  ahe  had  been  redttced,  and 
feding  compaasion  for  her  distresses,  he  of* 
fered  to  make  war  in  her  defence ;  on  condition 
that,  if  he  feil  in  battle,  his  staff  and  scrip 
should  be  retained  in  her  private  Chamber,  aa 
a  memorial  of  his  valour,  and  of  her  gratitude. 
She  faithfnlly  promised  compliance  with  his 
wisiies ;  and  the  pilgrim,  hastening  to  attack 
the  tyrant^  c^tained  a  splendid  victory.    Bat 
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in  the  heat  of  the  contest^  he  was  transfized 
by  an  arrow^  which  occasioned  his  death.  Tht 
lady  aware  of  this,  did  as  she  promised :  the 
staff  s,nd  scrip  were  suspended  in  her  Chamber. 
Now^  when  it  was  known  that  she  had  re- 
eovered  all  her  lost  possessions^  three  kings 
made  large  preparations  to  address,  and>  as  they 
hoped,  incline  her  to  become  the  wife  of  one 
of  them.  The  lady,  forewarned  of  the  intended 
honour,  adomed  herseif  with  great  care,  and 
walked  forth  to  meet  them.  They  were  received 
aocording  to  their  dignity ;  and  whilst  the; 
remftined  with  her,  she  feil  into  some  perplex» 
ity,  and  said  to  herseif,  "  If  these  three  kings 
enter  my  Chamber^  it  will  disgrace'me  to  suffer 
the  pilgrim's  staff  and  scrip  to  remain  there»*" 
She  commanded  them  tobe  taken  away ;  and 
thus  forgot  her  vows,  and  plainly  evinced  her 
ingratitude. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  lady  is  the  human  sooli 
loid  the  tyn^t  is  the  devil,  who  spoils  us  of 
our  heavenly  inheritance.     The  pilgrim  is 
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Ghrist,  who  fights  for  and  redeemsus;  h\U, 
foi^elful  of  his  senrices,  we  receiTe  the  devil^ 
the  World,  and  the  flesh,  into  the  Chamber  of 
our  souls^  and  pnt  away  the  memorials  of  oor 
Saviour'ß  love. 


TALE    XXVL 


OF  HUMILITY. 


Theke  was  a  queen  who  dishonoured  her- 
seif with  a  Bervant»  and  bore  him  a  son.  Thit 
soii,  on  arriving  at  years  of  maturily,  prac- 
tised  every  description  of  wickedneBS,  and  con* 
dttcted  himself  with  tiie  greatest  insolence  to- 
ward  theprince,  bis  reputed  father .  Hie  prince^ 
unable  to  account  for  such  perversion  of  mind, 
interrc^ated  the  mother  as  to  the  legitimacy 
of  her  child ;  and  finding,  by  her  reluctant 
confession,  that  he  was  not  bis  son,  thoiigh 
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ioth  io  deprive  him  of  the  kingdom»  he  or* 
dained  that  his  dress,  for  tfae  thne  to  come, 
should  be  of  a  different  iexture  ainl  colotur; 
one  aide  to  be  composed  of  the  mo6t  ordmary 
materialsy  and  the  other  of  the  most  yaluable; 
80  that  when  he  looked  upon  the  baser  por- 
tion>  his  pride  might  be  abated^  and  the  yi* 
cious  propensities^  in  which  he  had  indulged, 
relinquished ;  on  the  other  band,  when  he 
surveyed  the  more  gorgeous  part,  his  hopes 
might  be  raised,  and  his  spirit  animatedto 
goodness.  By  this  judicious  device^  he  be- 
came  remarkable  for  humility,  and  erer  after 
abandoned  his  dishonest  life, 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved^  the  queen  it  any  one  wbo 
ootnntits  a  mortal  sin«  The  worthless  side  of 
the  gaxv^nt  is  ont  flesUy  snbstance;  the 
other  is  the  soul  by  which  man  is  classed  wtth 
Üie  beings  of  heaven,  and  aspires  to  an  im- 
mortal  existence. 
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TALE    XXVII. 


.-    f 


'    ' '    OF  JÜST  REGOMPENCE. 

A  VEBT  rieh  and  powerixil  emperor  had  an 
only  dätighter  öf  üncommbn  beauly.  Site 
was  consigneü  tö  the  care  of  five  soldiers^ 
who  were  commanded  to  be  eönstantly  in 
anns  ;  and  every  day  a  stated  cMfa  was  paid 
thcm  out  of  the  king's  treasury .  '  This  empe* 
ror  had  a  senesofaal  whöinlie  greiltiy^faTOured ; 
and  a  Taluable  but  ferocious  dog,  which  it 
was  necessary  to  confine  with  tiiple  chains. 
It  happened,  that  as  the  emperor  fcty  in 
bed^  he  formed  a  resolution  to  proceedto  the 
Holy  Land;  and  in  the  moming»  when  he 
arose,  sent  fbr  the  seneschal,  and  said,  '*  I 
am  about  to  undertake  an  expedition  to  Pa- 
lestine ;  to  yonr  Tigilance  I  commit  my  only 
daughter  with  the  soldiers  of  her  gnard«  The 
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dogy  likewise«  which  I  specially  value^  I  en- 
trust  to  your  care ;  and,  on  pain  of  iustaat 
death»  let  there  be  no  deficiency  in  attend- 
ance  upon  my  daughter.    You  shall  supply 
the  soldiers  with  all  that  they  require ;  bat 
observe  that  the  dog  is  Becurely  chained,  and 
fed  sparingly^  so  that  his  ferocity  may  abate.** 
The  seneschal  approved  of  all  the  emperor's 
injunctions^and  promised  faithfully  to  comply 
with  them ;  instead  of  which  he  acted  in  direct 
Opposition.    The  dpg  was  fed  with  the  mo^t 
uusuitable  food»  and  not  guarded  as  he  ougl^t 
to  have  been.    He  diminished  the  comfort^, 
and  even  denied  the  necessaries  of  life  to  the 
lady.     He  robbed  the  soldiers  of  their  pay, 
who  being  needy  and  unemployed,  roamed 
over  the  country  in  great  distress.   As  for  the 
poor  girl^.forsaken  and  destitute,  she  passed 
from  her  Chamber  into  the  court-yard  of  the 
hall  which  she  occupied,  and  seating  her- 
seif upon  the  pavement,  gave  free  course  to 
her  sorrows.    Now  the  dog,  whose  savage 
nature    improper    aliment    bad    augmented, 
burst^  by  a  sudden  and  violent  movement 
from  the  bonds  that  enchained  him,  and  tore 
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her  limb  from  limb.  When  this  afflictmg 
circumstance  was  known  in  the  kingdom,  it 
excited  universal  regret.  Messengers  were 
immediately  despatched  to  the  emperor,  who 
hasUned  his  return  with  all  possible  expedi- 
tion.  The  seneschal  was  summoned  before 
him,  and  asked  categorically  why  the  lady 
was  unproyided  for^  the  soldiers  unpaid,  and 
the  dog  improperly  fed,  contrary  to  his  ex- 
press  command.  But  the  man  was  unable 
to  answer^  and  offered  not  the  least  excuse. 
The  torturers^  therefore,  were  called  in;:  he 
was  bound  hand  and  foot»  and  thrown  into  a 
red-hot  fumace.  The  emperor's  decree  gave 
satisfaction  to  the'whole  empire.    (26) 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved^  the  emperor  is  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  the  fair  daughter  is  the  human  soul ; 
the  five  soldiers  are  the  fire  senses,  and  the 
dog  is  carnal  affections,  which  disturb  »nd 
slay  the  spirit.  Hie  triple  chain  is  lo^  to 
God-<-the  fear  of  ofiending  him,  and  shame 
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when  we  have  done  9o*  The  s^ieschal  is  aaj 
man  to  whom  the  c^fe  of  tbe  senges^  and  jkbe 
guardianship  of  the  aoul  iB  committedi 


TALE    XXVIIL 


OF  THE  BXEC^AB^R  D;^yiCE6  OF  OW 

WOMEN. 


In  the  kingdom  of  a  oertain  empress  th«e 
lived  a  soldier  who  was  happily  espoused  to 
a  noble«  chaste«  and  beautiful  wife.  It  hap- 
pened  that  he  was  called  upon  to  take  a  long 
joumey«  and  previous  to  his  departure  he 
Said  to  the  lady — *'  I  leaye  you  no  guard  bnt 
your  own  discf  etion ;  I  believe  it  to  bewholly 
suiCcient."  He  then  ^nbarked  with  his  at^ 
tei^^ants.  Pleäsed  with  the  confidenoe  re* 
ppsed  in  her«  she  continoed  at  her  own  mto- 
sion,  in  the  dailj  practice  of  every  virtue.   A 
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Short  period  liad  elapsed,' when  the  urgent 
«ntreatres  of  a  neighbour  prevailed  with  her 
^  appear  at  a  festival ;  wfaere^  amongst  other 
guests,  was  a  youth,  upon  whom  the  exceU 
lence  and  beauty  of  the  lady  made  a  deep 
Impression.  He  became  Tioleatly  enamoured 
of  her,  and  despatched  yarious  emissaries  to 
ikclare  his  passion,  and  win  her  to  approre 
his  suit.  But  the  virtuous  lady  received  his 
advances  with  the  utmost  scom,  and  vehe- 
mently  reproached  him  for  his  dishonesty. 
This  nntoward  repulse  greatly  <lisconcetted 
the  youth,  and  his  health  daily  declined«  It 
chanced,  that  on  one  occasion  he  went  sorrow- 
fiilly  towards  the  church  ;  and,  upon  theway, 
an  old  woman  accosted  him,  who  by  pre- 
te^ded  sanctity  had  long  obtained  an  undde 
«hare  ofreverenceandregard.  She  demanded 
the  cause  of  the  youth's  apparent  uneasiness. 
^'  It  ynll  nothing  profit  thee  to  know/'  «aid- 
he.  ""  Büt,"  repHed  the  old  woman,  *^  it  may 
be  mucb  to  your  adyantage:  discbver  fht 
wound,  and  it  is  not  impossible  buta  remetfy 
may  be  procured,  With  the  aid  of  Hearen  it 
may  easily  be  effeoted--Bhew  it.me/*    Thui^ 

tOL.  I,  c 
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«ugdd»  tiie  yotttfa  made  knowii  to  her  bis  Iot« 
(ot  «ke  tedy.  "  Is  that  aU  ?''  siOd  tke  bei- 
4am — *'  jpettim  to  jrour  home^  I  witt  AüA  t 
joediciae  t^at  ahaU  preae&Üy  reUeve  jwi'' 
Gonfidii^  mherMsurances,  he  wieot  Insvaf, 
jaiid  the  other  ^xMnmeimed  her  devices. 

It  seasifi  «he  poskseiaed  a  Itttle  dog«  ^riiitk 
ahe  had  aecustomed  io  fast  for  two  auooessife 
days ;  an  ti^  third,  «he  made  bread  o£  tbe 
itoar  of  mvataid,  a»d  placed  it  bx^ore  4k 
jMQiog  anknal.  As  soon  aa  it  had  tasted  Ike 
bread*  the  pungeat  bitterneaa  cauaed  ibbee  waler 
to  sprifi^iato  i$»  eyeiEb  aad  <he  wfaole  of  tbit 
day  tears  flowed  oopiausly  from  them.  Hl? 
old  womaa»  accompsdiied  by  her  dog,  poBted 
to  tiie  hoase  of  4he  hdy  whom  the  youBgottfi 
lof^;  and  the  ppinion  eatertained  of  her 
aaaotii^  aecared  her  an  honoarable  and  gm- 
ciotts  reoeqptioa.  As  'diey  «at  together,  tke 
liUdy  laoliced  tiie  weeping  dog,  and  was  cari- 
^^B  to  aseertaiathe  cause.  ThecxonetoM 
h^  not  4^  ipiquire,  for  that  it  inrolTed  %  csr 
^aiaaiy  -toio  dreadful  to  <»>Buaauaicate.  Such  a 
feflMfk,  natamUy'eiioi^,  exeited  still  mme 
the  K^uri (^y  !of  the  ieiir  ^uestioa^,  and  sbe 


pwi>i»mmuM^  tu 


wag  mh%t  tfae  <^  bi^  wanted ;  immL  taram* 

littl^  4cs  ^KM  my  4aii£|littiw^^te#  good  aiid 
ei:fle)lent  far  Ais  world*  Sk»  WkB  httbrcd 
by  $iy<(MUig  «an,  «tha,  UmM»  iotetdetfrar  bgr 

W4  M  '»^  pm^bm&at  fer  Jmt  litid4ieaited 
c(m^miw  WM  «^JUk^^kaog^  mto  iht  littk 
dAfp^Eespeptiog  wludpt  you  «nquii:«.''  Baying 
tl^e  mßfdA,  «t.|0w«iK>Mdile  Aean  «tarl^  Mto 
her  «ye» ;  ^«4  «b«  4^oiitiMiad«  ''  iJiMi !  liDw 
oftftu  d00»  Ais  WHte  tntmotjftl  ntc^  my  bst 
daigl^n  ome  s«  j^Htifi^  and  rirtttous: 
W9hr^  tfki^i»  §im  fi^wi  dflgmdai  fcom 
tb«#t^  i^f  JHiPmHy#i4)e  exiata  mdfto  ft» 
«fRfgrin  wt^tob^dfteAft^  fi^  »raflte  ber  iife  ia 
tMprs»  8b^  pm  imeii^  110  coafort ;  and  tiiay 
«hv  iroiild  ^dmiwster  iit  «oan  hmi  vMp  for  bor 
(üjitomea^  wbicb  9»rely  §f>e  f»tbo«t  b  pand* 
IbI."  Xb>e  J^dy«  Mlceml^  Mtd  toqri&aft  ot 
wfaatshe  heard,  secretly  exclaim^d*^'^ Alas  I 
I  too  am  belored ;  and  be  wbo  loves  me  is  in 
like  manner  at  the  point  of  deatb'^ — and  tben» 
instigated  by  her  fears,  disoavered  the  whole 
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circumstance  to  the  cid  woman,  who  imme^ 
diately  answered^  ^*  Beautifiil  lady,  do  not 
disregard  the  a&guish  of  this  young  man :  look 
lipon  my  unbappy  daughter,  and  be  wamed 
in  time.    As  »he  is,  you  may  be.*'    ^*  Oh  !** 
retorned  the  credulous  lady,  **  my  good  mo- 
ther^  counsel  me ;  what  would  you  haye  me 
do?    Not  for  worlds  would  I  beeome  as  she 
is."    *'  Why  then/'  answered  the  treacherous 
old  woman,  ''send  directly  for  the  youth, 
and  gire  him  the  love  he  covets — thus,  you 
will  preyent  his  death,  and  your  own  irreme- 
diable   calamity/'    The   lady  blushed,  and 
saidy  **  May  I  entreat  your  holiness  to  fetcb 
him :  there  might  be  some  scandal  circulated 
if  another  went."    *^  My  dear  daugbter/'  said 
ehe,  '*  I  suffer  with  you,  and  will  presenüy 
bring  him  hither/' — She  did  so ;  but  in  die 
night  the  husband  retumed,  and  put  the  whole 
party  to  a  shameful  death.    Thus,  did  tbe 
wicked  pröject  of  an  old  woman  inyolve  many 
i     uin.<26) 
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APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  soldier  is  Christ ;  the  wife 
is  the  soul — to  which  God  gave  free  will.  It 
is  invited  to  the  feast  of  camal  pleasures> 
where  a  youth — -that  is,  the  vanity  of  the 
World«  becomes  enamoured  of  it.  The  old 
woman  is  the  devil ',  the  dog«  the  hope  of  a 
ioDg  life,  and  the  presumptuous  belief  of 
God's  clemency,  which  lead  us  to  deceiveand 
soothe  the  soul.  But  Christ  will  come  during 
^he  night,  and  condemn  the  sinner  to  death.. 


TALE  XXIX. 


OF  CORRUPT  JUDOBfENT. 


An   emperor  established  a  law  that  every 
judge  couvicted  of  a  partial  administration 
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of  justice»  should  imdergo  the  seyerest  penal* 
ties.  It  happeAOd  tkat  %  certain  judge, 
bribed  by  a  large  süm,  gaye  a  notoriously 
(ßomtpt  decidtoti.  'Wis  circtunstance  rcach- 
ing  the  ears  of  tie  empercr,  he  commanded 
htm  to  he  flayed.  The  sentence  was  imme- 
dktely  execnted,  and  the  skin  of  die  cufprit 
tidled  npon  the  seat  of  judgment,  as  an  awfid 
wammg  ta  others  io  avoid  a  sinrilar  offence. 
The  empetor  afterwards  bestowed  the  same 
digntity  upon  the  son  of  the  deceased  j  udge, 
and  on  presenting  the  appointment,  said,— 
**Thön  wilt  Sit  to  admimster  justice  upon 
the  skin  of  thy  delinquent  sire :  should  any 
one  incite  thee  to  da  evit  remember  his  fate; 
look  down  upon  the  coverture  of  the  judg- 
ment-seat ;  there  thou  wilt  £nd  matter  to 
uphold  thy  falling  virtüe,  and  prevent  the 
commission  of  an  un^ust  act/' 


APPLICATION. 


My  belored,  the  emperor  is  Christ;  die 
unjust  judge  is  any  evit  man,  iieho  ougfct  t© 


Im  exeorialed-^ttiai  vh  fttvipped  of  aS  bad 
diqioftitioiie  and  homoav^  Hie  skm  naiied 
to  Ae  ftea«  of  judgmettt,  in  Chnsf  s  pamnon, 
dueb  ifr  a  mamoriat  td  «aof -vi^ttmrcondtict 
dienklbe. 


TALE   XXX. 


OF  OFVXKGS  ANB  JVI)eif82IT» 


A  cssTAiJt  kmg  detenunsd  oa  the  occaaton 
of  soiBe  yietoTf  to  appoiät  three  «special 
honott»,  and  an  equal  nindber  of  diaagreeaUe 
aecoBipaaimants.  The  fiot  of  the  konots 
waSy  that  the  peopk  ahocU  maei  the  ce»> 
^rec  witk  acohntiatiooa  aad  enrevjr  etiler 
tettittefly  of  pleaaore.  The  lecoifed^  duul  all 
the  ci^tives,  bound  band  and  foot»  shoidd 
attend  the  victor's  chsuriot.  The  third  honoor 
was,  that,  enwrapped  in  the  mantle  of  Jupiter, 

g4 


^29       W  0FF8NC«  AND  JUDGMSNT^ 

he  shottld  sit  upon  a  triumphal  car,  drawn  I^ 
(out  white  horses,  ^uod  be  thus  broughti  to  the 
capitol.  Bat  lest  these  exalted  rewarcU 
ihpuld  swell  the  heart^  aad  make  the  faiY^urite 
of  fortune  forget  his  birth  and  mortui,  di^- 
racter,  three  grievances  were  attached  to 
them.  Firste  a  slave  sat  ou  his  right  band  in 
the  chariot — which  served  to  hint»  that  po- 
verty  and  unmerited  degradation  were  no 
bars  to  the  subsequent  attainment  of  the 
highest  dignities.  The  second  grievance  was, 
that  the  slave  should  inflict  upon  him  seyeral 
severe  blows^  to  abate  the  haughtiness  which 
the  applause  of  bis  countrymen  migfat  tend 
to  excite — at  the  same  time  saying  to  him  in 
Qreeky  "  Fvo^Oe  öeaanov,"  that  is^v  knour.tbyselß 
and  permit  not  thy  exaltation  to  rendec  thee 
proud.  Look  behind  thee»  and  rememher 
that  thott  art  mortaL  The  third  grierance 
wa»  this,  that  free  licence  was  given,  upon 
that>day  of  triumph,  to  utter  the  moat  galUng 
reptoäches,  and  the  mostcutting  sarcaisRAs. 
(87) 
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■ 

JIPPLICATION« 

>  My  beloredi  the  emp^or  ia  out  heayenly 
F«ther«  and  the  conqueror,  otir  LOrd  Jesua 
.Christ/ who  haa  obtained  a  gloriou«  yKU»y 
Over  sin.  The  first  honor  typifies  his  entry  into 
Jerusalem^  when  ibe  people  shoated  ''Hqsanna 
to  the  Son  of  David«'*  The  second^  those  en- 
alayed  by  sin«  Jhe  third,  Christ's  divinity. 
The  foiur  white  horses  are  the  four  Evange- 
lists«  The  slave,  is  the  worst  of  the  two 
f  obbers  crucified  with  our  Lord.  The  second 
grieyancfe  is  the  blows  he  received ;  and  the 
diird^  the  indignities  with  which  he  wasover* 
wb^hned« 


TALE   XXXL 


OF  THE  RIGOR  OF  BBATH. 


Wc  read^  tbat  at  the  death  of  Alexander,  a 
golden  sepnlehre  ^ai^  constructed^  add  that  k 
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number  of  philosophers  assembied  round  it 
One  Said— ^*  Yesterday,  Alexander  made  a 
tiMMro  öf  gold  I  aad  now  gold  naket  t  trea« 
Mme  of  hkn«"^  Anotiier  observed**-^'  Ytslef- 
day^  the  wböle  worid  was  ndt  enough  U>  s«- 
'tiatö  bfft  anibltion ;  to*daj>  tbree  or  fimr  dts 
of  cl^  are  more  tkan  raffieirät*'^  A  dmd 
said-^*  Yesterday,  Alexandereommaaded  tk^ 
people ;  to-day  the  peopte  coonnaiid «  hin." 
AttOther  said—^'  Yesterday,  Alexander  eoald 
enfraiirehise  tho^sands ;  to-day  fae  eannot  fte« 
himself  from  tbe  bönds  of  deatb."  AmAtt 
rematked-^'  Yesterday»  he  pressed  theettdt; 
to-day  it  oppresses  hin».**  ^  Yesterday,"  <«»• 
tinued  another,  *'  all  men  feared  AlMandiff; 
to-day  men  repute  him  nothing.*'  Another 
said,  ^  Yesterday,  Alexander  had  a  multitude 
of  friends ;  to-day,  no^  one.'^  Another  said, 
*'  Yesterday,  Alexander  ted  6n  an  army ;  to- 
day,  that  army  bear»  Um  to  the  graye." 

APPLII^ATtON. 

My  bdevedi  ajiy  osie  «lay  be  called  Alci» 
ante  yrko  ia  vich  and  worldly^ainded;  asd 


OF  GOOO  nuraMOKOK.  ^1 

to  him  may  the  obseryations  of  the  philoso- 
pher a  be  traly  applied. 


TALE  XXXIL 


OF  GOOD  IKfiPIBATIOK. 


Sknbca  mentioiis,  that  itt  poisoned  bodies, 
on  aeeouiit  of  the  malignaiK^  and  coldttesa 
<yf  the  poisoir«  no  wtHmi  vnü  engeoder ;  b«t  if 
tbe  body  be  Struck  with  Hghtlttiig»  iä  a  hw 
(hysitwillbefttUofthem.    (28) 


APPUCATION. 


My  belöved,  men  are  poisoned  by  sin,  and 
then  fhey  produce  no  worm,  that  is,  no  vir- 
ttte ;  bat  Struck  with  lightning,  that  is,  by  HU 
gracß  (f  God,  they  are  firuitfui  in  göod  wörks. 

q6 


132  Ot  KAKGINO. 


TALE    XXXIII. 


OF  H ANGING^ 


Valerius  teils  vlh,  that  a  man  named  Pale- 
tinus  one  day  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears ;  and 
calltng  his  son  and.  hia^  neighbours  around 
him,  said^  *^  Alas !  alas !  I  have  now  growiog 
in  my  gcürden  a  fatal  tree,  on  which  my  first 
poor  wife  hung  herseif,  then  my  second,  and 
after  that  my  third.  Have  I  not  therefore 
cause  for.  the  wretchedness  I  exhibit!" 
Tnily/'  Said  one  who  was  called  Arnos, 
I  manrel  that  you  should  weep  at  such  an 
unusual  instance  of  good  fortune !  Give  me,  I 
pray  you,  two  or  three  sptigB  of  that  gentle 
tree,  which  I  will  divide  with  my  neighbowrs, 
and  thereby  afford  erery  man  an  opportunity 
of  indulging  the  laudable  wishesof  his  spouse." 
Paletinus  complied  with  his  friend's  request^ 


« 


aAd  erer  after  found  thk  remarkable  tree  the 
most  productive  pari  of  his  estate.  (29) 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved»  tlie  tree  ia  the  cTosa  of  Chmt. 
Th&^man's  three  wives  are,  pride,  lunta  of  the 
heartj  and  lusts  of  the  eye»,  which  ought  to 
be  thua  suspended  and  destroyed.  He  who 
solicited  a  part  of  the  tree  is  any  good  Chris* 
tian. 


TALE  XXXIV. 


OF  CONSIBEKATION  OF  LIFE. 


We  read  that  Alexander  the  Great  was  the 
disciple  of  Aristotle,  from  whose  Instructions 
he  deriyed  the  greatest  adväntage«  Amongst 
other  important  matters^  he  enquired  of  his 
mästet,  what  would  profit  himself,  and  at  the 
samt  time  be  senriceable  to  others.   Aristotle 


wswdftd»  *'  My  ton,  h^ar  with  atteati^  • 
and  if . jon  retsÖA  my  coiinsel,  yoa  wäl  anixe 
at  the  greatest  honors.  Tbere  are  seven  dis- 
tinct  points  to  .be  regarded« ..  First,  that  you 
do  not  overcharge  the  balance.  Secondly, 
that  yoa  do  not  feed  a  iBre  wiÄ  the  sword. 
tliirdly,  carp  not  at  the  crown ;  nor,  Fourthly, 
eat  the  fceart  of  a  little  bird.  Fifdily,  wbeü 
you  have  once  commenced  a  proper  ^under- 
taking,  never  tum  from  it.  Sixthly,  walk  not 
in  the  high  road ;  and  Seyenthly,  do  not  allow 
a  prating  swallow  to  possiess  your  eaves."— 
The  King  carefnlly  considered  the  meaning  of 
these  enigmatäcd  ditections ;  a^d  obsenring 
them,  experienced  their  Utility  in  his  subse- 
quent  life.  (30) 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  balance  is  human  life ;  do 
not  overcharge  it,  but  weigh  erery  iinag  ac- 
ourately,  and  deliberate  upon  wbat  you  da. 
As  in  the  fable  of  the  rulture.  A  voltore 
swooping  upon  her  prey,  Struck  it  with  ber 
talons.  After  it  was  killed,  she  first  endea- 
toured  to  carry  off  the  whole;  but  ibding 
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this  beyond  her  power,  she  tore  off  as  much 
as  she  could  fly  away  with,  and  left  the  re-> 
tiainder  behind.  ''  Do  not  feed  a  fire  with 
the  sword," — that  is;  proroke  not  anger  with 
Sharp  words.  "  Carp  not  at  the  crown/'— 
that  is,  respect  the  established  laws.  "  Eat 
not  the  heart  of  a  little  bird/^  whieh  being 
weak  and  timid,  becones  not  the  condition  of 
a  Christian  man.  "  When  you  bare  com« 
menced  a  beJBtting  de&ign,  do  not  tum  from 
it,"— *and  especiaHy  haring  begun  repemtanee« 
perserere  to  the  end.  'A  viper,  wishing  to  e«^ 
pouse  a  idnd  of  eel  ealled  ibt  lampfey»  was 
rcjected  by  the  latter,  becatwe  of  the  poison 
it  conveycd.  The  viper,  determining  to  carry 
its  object,  retired  to  a  secret  place  and  cast 
tip  the  venom;  bnt  after  the  nnptials  were 
solemnized,  went  back  to  the  place  where 
the  virus  was  deposited,  and  resumed.  the 
whole.  In  like  manner  do  all  sinners.  They 
are  awhile  penitent,  but  soon  retum  to  their 
Tomit — that  is,  to  their  sins.  ''  Walk  no^  by 
äie  high  road/' — which  is  the  road  of  death. 
^*  Permit  not  a  prating  swallow  to  possess 
your  eaves/* — that  is,  suffer  not  sin  to  dwell 
^on  thy  heart. 


136       OF  raACE>  RBMÜBtATIOK^  &C. 


TALE   XXXV. 


OF  PBACE^  RBFORMATION,  &C. 


In  the  Roman  annals^  we  read  tfaat  it  was  cus- 
toodary,  wben  peace  was  established  between 
noblemen  who  had  been  at  variance,  to  ascend 
a  lofty  mountaiD,  and  take  with  tbem  a  lamb, 
whicb  they  sacrificed  in  pledge  of  complete 
re-union ;  thereby  intimating>  that  as  they 
then  poured  forth  the  blood  of  the  lamb,  so 
should  hia  blood  be  poured  forth^  who  ia- 
fringed  the  smallest  article  of  that  solema 
compacte 

APPLICATION« 

My  i>eloyed^  the  noblemen  are  God  and  man ; 
and  the  lamb  is  Christ. 


DF  THE  cmrmsE  or  huhan  lub.   157 


TALE  XXXVI. 


OF  THE  C0UR8E  OF  HUMAN  LIFE. 


'We*  are  told  of  a  certain  King,  who^  beyoii4 
allother  things»  wished  to  make  himself  ac- 
<iuainted  with  the  nature  of  man*  Now,  in  a 
r^motcf  pari  of  bis  kingdom,  there  dwelt  a 
iamous  philosopher,  by  whose  great  science 
many  surprising  mysteries  were  expounded. 
When  the  King  heard  of  bis  celebrity^be  des- 
patched  a  messenger  to  bim  to  com^iand  bis 
immediate  appestrance  at  court,  Tbe  philo- 
»opher  wiUingly  compüed.  witb  tbe  King's 
wish,  and  commenced  bis  jounaey.  On  reacb- 
ing  the  palace,  the  royal  enquirer  thus  ad- 
dressed  bim :  *'  Master,  I  have  heard  much 
of  your  extraordinary  wisdom,  and  profound 
research  into  natural  phenomena,  I  would 
.«lyself  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the 


general  report.  In  the  first  place,  teil  me 
what  is  man?"  The  philosopher  answered, 
"— »''  Man  is  a  wretched  thing :  this  is  his  be- 
ginning,  middle,  and  end*  iThere  is  no  truth 
so  apparent ;  and  therefore  Job  said,  *  Man 
that  is  bom  of  a  womän  is  füll  of  miseries.' 
Look  mpon  htm  at  his  1>ifth;  hei&p^knr  and 
powerless.  In  the  niiddle  period  of  his  life, 
you  will  find  the  world  attacking  him,  nar- 
rcrwing  his  conäforts,  and  contribötihg  fe>  the 
etemal  reprobation  of  his  sotJ.  If  you  review 
the  cnd,  you  will  mark  the  earth  opening  to 
receive  him— it  closes,  and  he  is  gone  1  And 
then,  öh  King !  what  becömes  of  the  pompitf 
your  regal  estabKshment— ©f  the  pride  of  yoör 
worldly  glory?^^— **  Master,"  saM  the  King, 
*'  I  wiD  ask  you  fo«r  queslions,  whfch  if  yo» 
resolve  well  and  wisely,  I  will  efevate  you  to 
wealth  and  honor.  My  ferst  d^Boaxä  is,  What 
isman?  My  ^efsond,  Whnt  is  he  Kke  ?  The 
third,  Where  he  is?  and  the  fowth,  With 
whwn  he  is  associated  I'*  The  philosopher 
repKed,  "  At  your  first  questkm,  my  lord,  I 
cannot  but  laugh.  Tou  ask,  ^  What  is  man  T 
^Why;  what  is  he  but  the  slave  of  dcath— 
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the  guest  of  a  day — a  traveller  faastily  joui* 
Aeying  to  a  distaat  land  ?  He  is  a  slave« 
l^ecauae  he  i»  subj^ect  to  the  bonds  of  the 
(amb  ^  death  fetters  hint,  sweepe  off  from  the 
9eene»  even  the  memoriala  of  his  name,  and 
caoies  bi&  days  to  drop  away,  like  the  leaTU 
in  autnHUi.  But^  according  to  his  desert,  will 
he  be  rewarded  oc  pumshed»  Again,  man  is 
Ifche  '  giftest  of  a  day/  for  ha  lingers  a  few 
•kort  hsttrs^  and  thea  oUivion  Covers  him  as 
wtth  a  gaiBaeat«  He  isalsoa' traveller  jonr* 
mpxif^  to  a  distant  land.'  He  passes  on, 
slesples»  an4  watehfol,  with  scarce  a  moment 
giveii  hirtt  to  saateh  the  means  of  subsisteUce, 
and  disehaige  the  relative  duties  of  his  Station. 
Deaib  hurries  him  away.  How  much,  Ihere^ 
fore,  are  we  ealled  upon  to  provide  every  r^ 
quittte  for  the  joumey — that  i&,  the  virtoes 
^ich  beseem  ajod  support  the  Christian*  To 
your  second  question^  '  What  man  is  like  V 
l  answer,  that  he  resembles  a  sheet  of  ice» 
which  the  heat  of  noon  certainly  and  rapidly 
dissolves.  Thas  man^  mixed  np  of  gross  and 
elementary  partlcles,  by  the  fervor  of  his 
oim  infinttitie%  qddüy  fitHs  into  corruption* 


i4ä     ^F  THE  COÜRSE  OF  HVMAK  LIFB. 

Moreover/he  is  like  an  apple  haüging  üponi 
its  parent  stem.  The  exterior  is  fair,  and 
^römises  a  rich'maturity — ^but  there  is  a  worm 
preying  silently  within  t  ere  long  it  drops  to 
the  eartfa,  perforated  and  rotten  at  the  cöre*. 
WTiehce,  then,  arises  human  pride  ? — ^The  third 
tjuery  is,  *  Where  is  man  V  I  reply,  in  a  State 
bf  multifarions  war,  for  he  has  to  coätend 
kgainst  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil. 
Your  fourth  demand  was,  *  With*whom  is  he 
"associated  ?'  With  seven  troublesome  com- 
patiions,  which  continually  beset  and  tprment 
him.  These  are,  hunger^  thirst,  heat,  cold, 
'weäriness,  infirmity,  and  death.  Arm^  there- 
fote,  the  soul  against  the  devil,  the  world,  and 
the  Üesh,  whose  wars  are  divers  sedactive 
'temptations.  Various  preparations  are  need- 
ful  for  an  effeetaal  resistance.  The  flesh  tempts 
tis  with  voluptuousness ;  the  world,  by  the 
gratifications  of  vanity — and  the  deril,  by  the 
'suggestions  of  pride.      If,  then,  the  flesh 

*  '^  Ao  «vil  «oal,  prodaciog  holy  witness/ 
I»  like  u.  TÜlain  with  •  smiling  cbeek ; 
A  $ooäkf  offlM  rotten  ät  the  hemf," 
*^'        .  $HkK»VtAtiZ,Mitd^tfVemu,kcih8e.t, 


07/rH£  COURSE  07  HUMAN  LIFE.      Ut 

tempt  ihee,  remember,  that  tihongh  the  day 
andüie  hourbeunknown,  it  mustsoön  retum 
into  its  primitire  dust;  and,  remember  yet 
more,  that  etemal  punishment  awaits  thy  de-» 
reliction  from  virtue.  So^  in  the  second  chap^ 
ter  of  the  book  of  Wisdom, '  Our  body  shall 
become  dust  and  ashes/  It  foUowB^  that  after 
tliese  passages  of  mortal  life,  oblivion  shall  he 
ottr  pottion — we,  and  our  deeds,  alike  shall 
be  forgotten.  The  recoUection  of  this^  will 
often  oppose  a  barrier  to  temptation,  and  pre^^ 
rent  its  clinging  with  fatal  tenacity  to  the 
heart.  If  the  vanity  of  the  world  allure  thee» 
reflect  upon  its  ingratitude^  and  thou  wilt  be 
little  desirous  of  becoming  bound  to  it.  And 
t&ough  thou  shouldest  dedicate  thy  whol6 
life  to  its  Service^  it  will  permit  thee  to  cany 
off  nothing  but  thy  sins«  This  may  be  ^xem-^ 
plified  by  the  fable  of  the  partridge*  A  par^ 
tridge^  anxious  for  the  safety  of  her  young,  oh 
the  approach  of  a  sportsman,  ran  before  him» 
feignitig  herseif  wounded,  in  order  to  draw 
him  from  her  nest.  The  sportsman^  crediting 
this  appearance,  eagerly  foUowed.  But  ahe 
lujred  Um  on»  until  he  had  entirely  lost  jught 
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of  the  nett^  ^mA  th^n  Tafndly  jflew  awacy.  'Sham 
die  «portaman,  d^ceired  by  tlie  bird*8  arttfice, 
«fatataed  oohf  hia  labour  for  üa  paina.  ^1) 
So  ia  it  w«di  the  irarld«  The  aportman  wlio 
approachea  the  neat»  is  tbe  good  Chdatkou 
who  acqmraa  Ibod  aad  cloäung  bjr  tihe  tweat 
af  hta  brow*  The  world  caUs»  aad  liolda  ast 
the  temptation,  wbich  hia  frailty  casnot  n* 
aiat.  Sba  Uü&  hha  that  if  he  ioüaw  her,  he 
will  attam  the  deaire  of  fais  heart.  TSnia  he  k 
gradu^ly  femoved  firom  itJie  knre  of  God,  and 
(vom  mwk^  of  goodueaa.  Deatii  oosies  aad 
hMPß  OQ  hk  pale  stoed  the  deceiyed  andjniia« 
fable  baj^urupt.  Seehowtheworidtewaidsito 
Toteriea  t  (32)  &o,  in  tiie  aecoad  CSiapter  of 
Jamea,  *^  The  vhole  worhl  aa  placed  in  evil ;  is 
eoaqpoaed  of  the  prida  of  life/^  &c.  In  tha 
ttttsd  place,  if  tke  devil  tempt  thee,  nemeadber 
Qhriat's  aoirovs  aend  saffeiäiigSy^^a  tbonght 
whidi  pride  'Oann^it  laordy  leaiat.  ''  Pvton,'' 
aaya  the  Apoi^e^  ^'  l&e  urhole  aunnaor  of  Gad, 
tlut  ye  may  atand  fast"  Solinua  (33$  telk 
1»  (apeaking  of  the  wondeva  of  the  woiU) 
Üiat  Alexander hiad  aoeEtaki  ihorae  wirieh  h$ 
Buoephaiaa.    When  lliia  atmMil  ivaa 


atned,  «nd  prepioH^  fW  bettle»  be  wwhi  per* 
wit  no  xme  bnt  Aka^Bader  to  mcMuit;  'and 
if  «nolher  attempted  it,  he  preseody  tbrew 
Inm.  Bat  iB  tibe  trappmgs  ^  pefK^e,  lie  made 
ao  resistanoe^  aostount  Um  who  woold.  Thus  a 
man,  aumed  by  ihe  paasion  of  our  Lord»  re* 
eeives  neue  into  hb  faeart  bat  God ;  aad  if 
die  iemptations  of  tfae  devil  steiFe  to  mt 
there»  thejr  are  ouit  Tioleatly  down.  WiÜKHit 
Ibis  »rmoar»  it  is  open  to  every  teMptatiou« 
let  US  tfaen  study  to  dothe  ounielrea  with 
▼ktue  that  we  may  atlength  oome  to  theglory 
cfOod. 


TALE    XXXVIL 


OF  IsWmHG  UP  THE  IHSND  TO  REATBir. 


Plint  (34)  mentions  the  story  of  an  eagle 
that  had  built  her  nest  npon  a  lofty  rock. 


144  OF  LIPT1N6  VP  1?HE  MIND; 

whose  young  a  kind  of  serpent  called  Pmw 
(35)  attetnpted  to  destroy.  But  finding  that 
they  were  beyOnd  het  reach,  she  stationed 
herseif  to  windward  ^nd  ^mitted  a  large  quan^ 
tity  of  poisonous  matter,  so  as  to  infect  the 
utmosphere  and  poisbn  the  young  birds.  But 
the  eagle>  led  by  the  unerring  power  of  in* 
stinct,  took  this  precaution.  She  fetched  a 
pecnliar  sort  of  stone  called  Achates,  (36) 
which  she  deposited  in  that  quarter  of  tli« 
nest,  which  was  opposite  to  the  wind;  and 
the  ston^,  by  rirtue  of  certain  occult  proper* 
ties  which  it  possessed,  prevented  the  mali« 
cions  intentions  of  the  serpent  from  taking 
effect. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved^  the  eagle  is  any  man  of  quick 
perception  and  aspirihg  mind.  The  young 
birds  are  good  works,  which  the  devUr-rtiiat 
is,  the  serpent — endeavours  to  destroy  by 
temptation.  The  rock  on  which  the  eagle 
built.  is  Christ. 
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TALE    XXXVm. 


OF  THE  PRECAUTION  NECESSARY  TO 
PREVEKT  ERROR. 


Im  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Henry  IL,  a  cer- 
tain  city  was  besieged  by  its  enemies.  Before 
^  they  had  reached  its  walls,  a  dove  alighted  in 
the  city,  around  whose  neck  a  letter  was  sus- 
pended  which  bore  the  foUowing  inscription. 
"  The  generation  of  dogs  is  at  band ;  it  will 
prove  a  quarrelsome  breed ;  procure  aid,  and 
defend  yourselves  resolutely  against  it.*' 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  dove  is  the  Holy  Spirit. 
which  thus  descended  on  Christ. 


VOL.  I.  H 


14S  OF  REOOtfaLIAnaK. 


TAtE   XXXIX. 


OF  RECONCILIATIOK  BETWEEN  GOD  AKD 

MAN. 


The  Roman  annals  say»  such  discord  existed 
between  two  brotherg,  that  one  of  themm^Ii- 
ciously  laid  waste  the  lands  of  the  other.  The 
emperor  Julius  (37)  having  heard  of  this,  d^ 
termined  to  punish  the  offender  capitally. 
The  latter,  therefore,  ünderstanding  what  was 
meditated,  went  to  the  brother  whom  he  had 
injured,  and  besought  forgiveness ;  at  the 
same  time  requesting  that  he  would  screen 
him  from  the  emperorNi  Yengeance.  But  they 
who  were  preaent  at  the  interview,  rebuked 
him,  and  declared  that  he  deserved  punish- 
ment  not  pardon.  To  which  he  made  thefol- 
lowing  reply.    "That  prince  is  not  worthyof 
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regard  who  in  war  assumes  the  gentleness  of 
a  Imb,  but  in  peace  puts  on  the  ferocity  of  a 
lion*.  Although  my  brother  shonld  not  incline 
towards  me^  yet  will  I  «ndeavonr  to  conciliate 
him.  For  the  injury  I  did  him  is  sufficiently 
avenged  in  my  repentance  and  bitteraess  of 
heart."  This  view  of  the  case  appeased  the 
empm>t,  and  Tcstored  peace  between  hiinudf 
and  bis  brother. 


AFPLSCATION. 

My  bek>ved>  these  two  brothers  are  the 
soQS  of  Qod  and  man ;  between  whom  there 
is  discord  as  often  as  man  commits  a  mortal 
sin.    The  emperor  is  God. 

*  "  lo  peaoe,  4ken*9  nothiog  so  be^omef  •  mtai, 
A»  modest  itillness  and  homility ; 
Bttt  wlnm  tbct  hhtBi  of  wat  hkt$fa  in  i^ur  «tri , 
TfafDinhate  Ae  i6tioi»«f  ih^tigtr." 

Shakspeare,  H$iu  V.  Act  III.  8c.  1. 
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TALE    XL. 


OF  THE  MEASURE  OF  TEMPTATION,  AND 

OF  SKILL. 


Macrobius  relates,  (38)  that  a  certain  sol- 
dier,  in  consequence  of  something  he  had  wit- 
nessed,  suspected  his  wife  of  transferring  her 
affections  from  himself  to  another.  He  inter- 
rogated  her  on  the  subject,  but  she  vehementiy 
and  loudly  denied  it.  Not  satisfied  with  her 
asseverations,  the  soldier  enquired  for  a  cun- 
ning  Clerk ;  and  having  found  such  as  he 
wanted,  he  proposed  to  him  the  question 
which  disturbed  his  re»t.  The  clerk  answered, 
"  Unless  I  am  permitted  to  see  and  converse 
with  the  lady,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  de- 
cide."  "  I  pray  you,  then/*  said  the  soldier, 
*'  dine  with  me  to-day,  and  I  will  give  you 
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the  opportunity  you  requirc/'  Accordingly 
the  Clerk  went  to  the  Boldier's  house  to  dinner« 
The  meal  being  concluded,  our  clerk  entered 
into  conversatioa  with  the  suspected  lady,  and 
jspoke  to  her  on  various  topics.  This  done» 
he  took  hold  of  her  hand ;  and^  as  if  acciden- 
tally^  pressed  his  finger  upon  her  pulse. 
Then^  in  a  careless  tone^  adverting  to  the 
person  whom  she  was  presumed  to  love,  her 
pulse  immediately  quickened  to  a  surprizing 
degree^  and  acquired  a  feverish  heat.  By  and 
by  the  clerk  mentioned  her  husband^  and 
spoke  of  him  in  much  the  same  way  as  he  had 
done  of  the  other ;  when  the  motion  of  her 
pulse  abated,  and  its  heat  was  entirely  lost. 
Whereby  he  plainly  perceived  that  her  afFec- 
tions  were  alienated ;  and,  moreover,  that  they 
were  placed  upon  the  very  person  respecting 
whom  she  had  been  accused.  Thus,  by  the 
management  of  a  learned  clerk,  the  soldier 
ascertained  the  truth  of  his  suspicion. 
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APPLICATION« 

My  heloredf,  tbe  »oldier  i«  Chmt^  who, 
harvmg  warred  hi  our  behalf  agakiit  die  denl, 
was  jomed  te  ih»  doul  in  baptisni)  whioh  is 
embl«med  by  the  wife»  That  wifetoooftta 
regards  anether^tkat  is>  tke  world.  As  the 
motion  of  the  pulse^  rerealed  t^  lady^s  at> 
%acbmettt;  sa  does-  tke  beatmg  of  ih%'  heart» 
our  lore  cf  woridty  vamties. 


TALE   XLI. 


OF  THB  GONQUESTS  AKD  CHARITT  OF  OUR 

liiORD. 


CosDEAs^  king  of  the  Athenians»  (39)  having 
declared  war  against  the  Dorians,  assembied 
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m  amqr;  aadfe  dtgpttdbdi  «MieiigiBfg '  to  tha 
dracle  of  Apollo»  toi  »meeliaM  tha  foiteiuh  of 
tlie  engBgenuBot.  Tho  god  aiasw^red»  '^  that 
tlfö  pajif}^  idboae  cUbf  feil  by  <be  «wofd  of  tbfr 
enemy,  should  win  the  fieM."  '  Tbm  Qorianst 
also,  understanding  the  response  of  the  ora- 
de,  strictly  enjoined  their  soldiers  to  spare 
the  life  of  Cosdras ;  bot  tiie  klag,  disguising 
himself  in  the  habit  of  a  slave»  cut  his  way 
into  the  heart  of  the  hostile,  anny .  The  enemy » 
perceiving  the  extreme  audacity  of  a  smgle 
man,  armed  only  with  a  sabre,  yet  fighting 
valiantly  and  effectively  in  the  very  midst  of 
theiQ}  tumed  all  thtir  attack  upoa  the  warrior, 
and  with  some  difficulty  slew  him.  Thus,  by 
a  remarkable  effort  of  patriotism»  he  enabled 
his.  cowntry  ta  tiiumph  oirer  its^  enami«» ;  and 
his  death,  ou  one  sidß  so  fotal  in  its  conse* 
()i])^ees>  w«ß  bewaikd  notless  by  the  adrerse 
hostfitiMUi  by  his^  own  subj«Ats# 

My  belo^d;  <tiiiirdid  ourrUMSüdcliOnd«  by 
tfae^pre-detennkied  counsciliQ^.Gteid^  idi«  tolibe^ 

il4 
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rate  mankind  from  their  worst  enemies.  As 
Cosdras  changed  his  regal  state  for  the  homi- 
liating  garb  of  a  servant,  so  did  Christ  put  on 
mortality,  and  by  his  death  triumphed  over 
our  demoniacal  foes. 


TALE    XLH 


OF  WANT  OF  CHARITY, 


Valerius  records,  (40)  that  there  once  stood 
in  the  city  of  Rome  a  very  lofty  column,on 
which  a  certain  person  inscribed  four  letters, 
three-times  repeated.  Three  P's,  three  S's, 
three  R's,  and  three  Fs.  When  the  letters 
had  attracted  attention,  he  exclaimed,  "Woe, 
woe,  to  the  eteraal  city."  The  nobles,  hear- 
ing  whät  had  been  done,  said  to  him,  "  Mas- 
ter, let  US  understand  thy  conceit."     He  an^ 
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swered,  the  meaning  of  the  inscription  is  this  : 
"  Pater  patriee  perditar,"  [The  father  of  his 
country  is  lost.]  **  Sapientia  secum  sustolli- 
tur."  [Wisdom  has  departed  with  him.] 
"  Ruunt  reges  Romse."  [The  kings  of  Rome 
perish.]  "  Ferro,  flamma,  fame/'  [By  the 
sword,  by  fire,  by  famine.]  The  event  after- 
wards  fuUy  approved  the  veracity  of  the  pre- 
diction. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  spiritually  speaking,  the  fa- 
ther of  his  coaintry  is  Charity,  which  is  the  re- 
sult  of  love  to  Qod ;  when  that  is  lost,  wis- 
dom also  departs.  Hencci,  the  kings  of  the 
earth  fall ;,  and  the  sword,  fire,  and  dearth, 
devour  mankind. 


h£ 
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TALE  XLIII. 


OFt^UOST^  WH9/.BV  HIS\BAa8E>K^  Xmk' 


In  the  middle  of  Rome^  tfaero  was  once  an  im- 
mense cfaasm^  which  no  human  efforts  coald 
M  up.  The/^poctebeiBg^ueationed  relative  to 
lliis  extraavdinaryjcivotiiiBfttfmee)  made  answec» 
"  Hiat^^mtess-^a  man'couldbefound  wbo  wonld 
▼oluntarify  commit  bimsell  ta  the  gal^  it 
wottld  rMMUB  unotosed  fcHTr  ever/^  Psoclm»- 
tions  were  sent  forth^  signifyingftlnitiiaidu) 
was  willing  to  offer  himself  a  sacrifice  fi>r  the 
good  of  his  country^  should  appear — ^but  not 
a  man  ventured  to  declare  himself,  At  length 
Marcus  Aurelius  (41)  said,  "  If  ye  will  permit 
me  to  live  as  I  please  during  the  space  of  one 
whole  year,  I  will  cheerfuUy  surrender  myself, 
at  the  end  of  it,  to  the  yawning  chasm.**  The 


cla%td  &».  that  year  in  every^  wish  oC  hie 
haart«  Then  noimting^a  Bold#  ateed»  b» rodA 
fiffiowly  iato  tibe  abyss»  whwb^  w^«  dread* 
fiü  Crash,  iBtniediately  clooed  overihtm. 

AtPLICATIOJI. 

My  beloved,  Rome  is  the  world,  inthecen- 
tre  of  which^  before  the  nativity  of  Christ,  was 
the  gulf.  of  hell,  yawning  for  our  immortal 
souls.  Christ  plunged  into  it,  and  by  so  doiug 
ransomed  the  human  race« 


TAI-E   XLIV. 


OF  ENVy. 


Bbfqbjs  Tibtri«sasee«d«dthe> throne  h^wai 
E«nittriBable:  for  his  yrnd^mi.    Hü»  eloi^ittmco 
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was  of  tbe  most  persitasive  character,  and  his 
military-  Operations    inyariably    successfbL 
But  whien  he  becaine  etnperor  his  nature  seem- 
ed  to  have  undergone  a  perfect  revolutÜMi. 
All  martiäl  enterprizes  were  abandoned«  and 
the  nation  groaned  beneath  his  relentless  and 
persevering  tyränny.    He  put  to  death  bis 
own  sons,  and  therefore  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected  that  he  should  spare  others.     The  pa- 
tricians  threatened,  and   the  people  cursed 
him.     Formerly,  he  had  been  noted  for  tem- 
perance ;  but  now  he  shewed  himself  the  most 
intemperate   of  a  dissolute   age ;    insomuch 
that  he  obtained  the  sumame  of  Bacchus.  (42) 
It  happened  that  a  certain  artificer  fabricated 
a  plate  of  glass,  which  being  exhibited  to  ihe 
emperor,  he  attempted,  but  ineflTectually,  to 
break  it.   It  bent,  however,  beneath  his  efforts, 
and  the  artificer,  applying  a  hammer  and  work- 
ing  upon  the  glass  as  upon  copper,  presently 
restored  it  to  its  level.    Tiberius  inquired  by 
what  art  this  was  effected ;  and  the  other  re- 
plied,  that  it  was  a  secret  not  to  be  disclosed. 
Immeäiately  he  was  ordered  to  the  block,  the 
emperor  alleging,  that  if  such  anart  shcnildbe 
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practiBed,  gold  and  silyer  would  be  reckoned 
as  nothiüg,  (43) 


APPLICATION, 

My  beloved^  Tiberius  is  any  man  who  in 
poverty  is  humble  and  virtuous^  but  raised  tö 
affluence  forgets  every  honest  feeling.  The 
artificer  is  any  poor  man  who  presehts  the  rieh 
with  unacceptable  gifts« 


TALE    XLV. 


OF  THE  GOOD,  WHO  ALOKE  WILL  BNTER 
THE  KIKGDOM  OF  HEAVEK. 


There  was  a  wise  and  rieh  king  who  possess- 
ed  a  beloyed«  but  not  a  loving  wife,  She  had 
three  illegitimate  sons  who  proved  ungrateful 


wdc  rebdiUous  ta,  thtk  repnted  {mrent  *•  In 
due  time  she  brought  forth  anotker  ftoii»w]M)8e 
legitimacy  was  undisputed ;  and  after  ani?i]^ 
at  a  good  old  age^  he  died,  and  was  buried  in 
the  royal  sepulchre  of  bis  fathers.  Bat  the 
death  of  tbe  old.  king.  oaitsed  great  strife 
lüvipogsA  bis  surviyJAg80My4i.bQHt.tbd  right  of 
suocession«.  AJÜi  q£  tbem  ad?anc$d  a  daufi» 
and  oaoe  woiUd  relioquisb  it  to  tbo  otbeir ;  the 
tbree  first^  presuming  upon  tbeir  priooty  in 
birtby  and  tbe  last  upon  bis  legitimacy.  In 
tbis  strait,  tbey  agreed  to  refer  tbe  absolute 
decision  of  tbeir  cause  to  a  certain  bonourable 
soldier  of  tbe  late  king.  Wbea  tbis  person, 
tberefore^beard  tbeir  difference^  be  said/'Fol- 
Jow  my  advioe>  and  it  wiltgreatly  benefit  yon. 
Draw  from  its  sepulcbre  tbe  body  of  tbe  de« 
ceased  monarcb  ;  prepare,  eacb  of  you,  a  bow 
aad  tingle  sbaft^  soid  vhcMoever  tvansflxes  the 
beart  of  bts;(iGwtber>  shaU  obtmi^ke  kingdom." 
Tbe  counsel  was  approved^tbe  body  was  taken 
from  its  repository  andbound  naked  to  a  tree. 

•  Itift'fUrtedliiUltfiMilMikof  fl«raäotii»,4lMit'tiit9«tiau 

another  strong  proof  of  tbe:  oriental  itnicturo  «f  tbeie  ttiniet. 
See  tUe  XXVI« 


The  arrow  of  the  first  son  wounded  the  king's 

right  band — on  whiob,  ta  if  the  contest  were 

determined,  they  proclaimed  him  heir  to  the 

throne.     Bat  the  second  arrow  went  nearer, 

and  entered  the  mouth ;  so  that  he  too  consi- 

dered  himself  die  undoubted  lord  of  the  king- 

dom.  However^  the  third  perforated  the  heart 

itself»  and  consequently  imagined  that  his 

Claim  was  fully  decided,  and  his  succession 

sure.     It  now  came  to  the  tum  of  the  fourth 

and  last  son  to  shoot ;  but  instead  of  fixing  his 

shaft  to  the  bow-string,  and  preparing  for  the 

trialy  he  broke  forth  into  a  lamentable  cry« 

and  with  eyes  swimming  in  tears,  said,  ''  Oh ! 

my  poor  fkther ;  have  I  then  lived  to  see  you 

the  yictim  of  an  impious  contest  t    Thine  own 

offspring  lacerate  thy  unconscious  clay?— 

Far«  oh !  far  be  it  from  me  to  strike  thy  vene- 

rated  form»  whether  living  or  dead.**  No  sooner 

had  he  uttered  these  words,  than  the  nobles  of 

therealm,  together  with  the  whole  people, 

nnanimously  elected  him  to  the  throne ;  and 

depriying  the  three  barbarous  wretches  of 

their  rank  and  wealth,  expelled  them  for  ever 

from  the  kingdom.  (44) 
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APPLICATION, 

My  beloved,  that  wise  and  rieh  king  is  the 
King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  who  joined 
himself  to  our  flesh^  as  to  a  beloved  mk, 
But  going  after  other  gods,  it  forgot  the  love 
due  to  him  in  return,  and  brought  forth  by 
an  illicit  connection,  three  sons,  viz.  Ps^ans, 
Jew8>  and  Heretics.  The  first^  wounded  the 
right  hand — that  is,  the  doctrine  of  Christ  by 
persecutions.  The  second,  the  mouth — wh^n 
they  gave  Christ  vinegar  and  gall  to  drink ; 
and  the  third,  wounded,  and  continue  to  wound 
the  heart, — while  they  strive,  by  every  sophis- 
tical  objection,  to  deceive  the  faithful.  The 
fourth  son  is  any  good  Christian. 


OF  MORTAL  SINS.  l^l 


TALlE    XLVI. 


OF  MORTAL  SINS. 

T 

Julius  relates^  that  in  the  month  of  May  a 
certain  man  entered  a  grove,  in  which  stood 
seven  beautiful  trees  in  leaf.  The  leaves:  so 
mach  attracted  him^  that  he  coUected  more 
than  he  had  strength  to  carry.  On  this>  three 
men  came  to  his  assistance»  who  led  away 
both  the  man  and  the  load  beneath  which  he 
laboured.  As  he  went  out  he  feil  into  a  deep 
pit>  and  the  extreme  weight  upon  his  Shoul- 
ders sank  him  to  the  very  bottom. — The  same 
author  also  relates^  in  his  history  of  animals^ 
that  if,  after  a  crow  had  built  her  nest,  you 
wished  to  hinder  her  from  hatching  her  eggs^ 
place  between  the  bark  and  the  tree  a  quantity 
of  pounded  glass  * ;  and  as  long  as  it  remained 
in  that  Situation^  she  would  never  bring  off 
her  young, 

*  Cmeres;  tukts  of  glMi« 
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APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  grove  is  the  world,  wherein 
are  many  trees^  pleasaot  indeed  to  the  eye, 
but  putting  forth  cmly  moriaL  sins.  With 
these,  man  loads  himself.  The  three  men, 
who  brought  assistance,  are«  the  devil»  the 
World«  and  the  flesh  :  the  pit  i»  helL^-^Again, 
the  crow  is  the  deril ;  the«  nest  the  heart; 
which  he  too  frequenttyinhabitft^  Thepounded 
glass  is  the  remembranee  of  ottr  latter  «od : 
the  tree  is  the  sonl«  and  the  bark  ia^  the  human 
body. 


TALE  XLYIL 


OF  XKRJSB  KINGS. 


A  Danish  king  had  the  greatest  reverence 
for  the  three  Ea^tem  potentates  (45)  ^hom 


die  stftir  led  to  Jerusalem  oa  th&  ttaiivity  of 

onr  blessed  Loid ;  and  he  wa«  ufuidly  in  the 

habit  of  inToking  them  to:  hm  aid  upon  any 

äkmma.     Tho  piow  king  sertf  out  with  a 

great  Company  to  tke  place  where  th«  bodies 

of  thcse.  Baintfid  king»  txet  pceserved  with 

gceatsplendour,  tfJdttgTcidi  him  thuee  goMen 

crowns,  constmcted  after  a  wonderful  and 

ro^  fashion.    Aa  he  reiumfid  to  hia  own 

dmninions,  he  feli  iiiio  a  deep^  sleep ;  and 

dseamt  that  he  beheld  ihn  ihree^  kinga  hear- 

ing  npon  tfaisir  heada  the  crown»  he  had 

ktdy  piesented»  fircanithienGe  iaeued  a.  daz- 

ihng  luatte.    Ead>  appeaiedttoaddr^w  him 

iik  tum;    The  Amt;  and  tiie^  oLder  of  ike.  tbree 

said^ ''  My  brotiier^  thou  hast  happily  arcived 

Jiithei^  BjoA  happäy  ahalfethatiTetum»"    The 

Aextv  fi»id^  ^  Thou  haut  offened  vmcb,  but 

vorer  »ImJl  thoii  caory  back  with  Uiee."    The 

third  Said,  '^  My  brother,  thou  art  faühful : 

therefore  with  us  shalt  thou  conjointly  reign 

in  heaven  for  a  period  of  thirty-three  years." 

Then  the  eider  presented  to  him  a  pyx  (46) 

fiUed  with  gold— ^'  Recei ve^," ;  ssüd  he,   "  a 

ireasucy  of  wiadom^  hy  whidi  thou  wilt  judge 
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thy  people  with  equity."  The  second  pre- 
sented  a  pyx  of  myrrh,  and  said,  "  Receive 
the  myrrh  of  prudence»  which  will  bridle  the 
deceitful  workings  of  the  flesh :  for  he  best 
governs,  who  is  master  of  himself."  The  third 
brought  a  pyx  füll  of  frankincense^  saying, 
"  Receive  the  frankincense  of  devotion  and 
<;Iemency;  for  thus  shalt  thou  relieve  and 
soothe  the  wretched.  And  as  the  dew  moist- 
ens  the  herbage  and  promotes  a  large  increase 
of  fertility^  so  the  clemency  of  a  king  lifits  him 
to  the  Stars."  (47)  The  sleeping  monarcfa, 
stirprised  at  the  distinctness  and  singularity 
of  bis  Vision«  snddenly  awoke«  and  found  the 
pyxes«  with  their  rieh  contents^  deposited  by 
bis  side.  Retuming  to  bis  own  kingdom,  he 
devoutly  fnlfilled  the  purport  of  bis  dream, 
and  on  the  concluäion  of  tfais  transitory  life, 
enjoyed,  as  he  deserved,  an  everlasting 
throne. 


APPLICATION. 


My  beloved,  the  Danish  king  is  any  good 
Christian  who  brings  three  crowns  to  three 
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holy  kings— that  is,  to  the  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Ghost.  These  crowns  are,  faith«  hope, 
and  cbarity.  The  pyx  of  gold,  is  a  heart  füll 
of  virtues  ;  that  of  myrrh,  typifies  repentance ; 
and  the  pyx  of  frankincense  denotes  the  Grace 
of  God. 


TALE    XLVIII. 


OF  THE  END  OF  SINNERS. 


ÖiONYsius  records«  that  when  Perillus  de- 
sired  to  become  an  artificer  of  Phalaris^  a 
cruel  and  tyrannical  king  who  depopulated 
the  kingdom«  and  was  guilty  of  many  dread- 
ful  excesses^  he  presented  to  him,  already  too 
well  skilled  in  cruelty^  a  brazen  bull^  which 
he  had  just  constnicted.  In  one  of  its^sides 
there  was  a  secret  door,  by  which  those  who 
were  sentenced  should  enter  and  be  burnt  to 
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death.  The  idea  was^  that  die  sounds  pro« 
duced  by  the  agony  of  tiie  8ufferer  confined 
witfain,  «hould  resemble  the  roaring  of  a  balL; 
and  thiM,  while  nothing  homaxL  Struck  the 
ear^  the  miiid  should  be  onimpremed  by  a 
feeling  of  mercy.  The  king  highly  applauded 
the  invention^  and  said^  ''  Friend,  the  value 
of  thy  industry  is  yet  untried:  more  cruel 
even  thanthe  people  account  me^thou  thyself 
shalt  be  the  first  victim." — Indeed,  there  is  no 
law  more  equitable^  than  that  the  artificer  of 
death  should  perish  by  bis  own  devices,  as 
Quidius  has  observed.  (48) 

APPLICATION. 

My  belored,  the  sufferer  is  any  evil-woricer 
who  will  ünaHy  snfTer  for  tiie  exertion  of  his 
iniquitous  practices. 
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TALE  XLIX. 


OF  THE  ILLUSIOXS  OF  THE  DEVIL. 


Paulus,  the  historian  of  the  Longobsurdi  (49) 
rdsAes,  ihaX  CoaAn,  king  of  the  Hungaiians« 
wliUe  beiäeging  a  Castle  in  the  town  of  Ju- 
littSy  (50)  perceived  upon  the  waUa>  RosmeUa, 
dHchees  of  that  place^  a  very  beautiful  and 
acGOn^Ushed  woman«  with  her  wbole  fannly, 
consisting  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 
He  entered  into  conversation  with  her,  and 
proposed,  that  if  she  would  marry  him,  he 
would  bestow  upon  her  the  castle  which  she 
was  defending.  The  lady  acquiesced ;  but  the 
8ons,  indignant  at  the  treacherous  conduct  of 
thek  mother,  fled  together.  Conan,  however, 
adhering  to  his  promise,  married  the  duchess 
on  the  foUowing  day.  But  the  next  moming 
«fter  the  nuptials,  he  delivered  her  to  twelye 
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Hungarian  soldiers  to  be  abused  and  mocked; 
and  on  the  third  day,  he  commanded  her  to 
be  stabbed,  and  transfixed  from  the  throat 
downward,  observing,  '*  that  a  wife  who  be* 
trayed  her  country  to  gratify  her  evil 
sions,  ought  to  possess  such  a  husband." 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  Conan  is  the  devil,  who  be* 
sieged  a  Castle^  that  is«  the  human  heart 
Rosinella  is  any  woman  who  wanders  from 
the  path  of  rectitude.  The  children  are  those 
virtues  which  leave  the  breast  when  eril  en- 
ters ;  and  the  Hungarian  soldiers  are  the  vice» 
into  which  it  falls. 
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TALE  L. 


OF  PRAISE  DUE  TO  A  JUST  JUDGS. 


Valsrius  informsus»  tbattheemperorZelon' 
gas  made  a  law,  by  wbich,  if  any  one  abused 
a  virgin  he  should  lose  both  bis  eyes.  It 
happened  that  bis  only  son  trespassed  in  tbis 
manner  witb  tbe  dangbter  of  a  certain  widow, 
who  immediately  bastened  into  tbe  presence 
of  the  emperor,  and  spoke  tbüs ;  ''  My  Lord, 
you  bave  rigbteously  decreed,  tbat  be  wbo 
defiles  a  virgin  sball  lose  bis  sigbt.  Your 
only  son  bas  disbonoured  my  dangbter ;  com« 
mand  bim  to  be  punisbed/'  Tbese  words 
greatly  distressed  tbe  emperor,  but  be  gave 
instant  Orders  respecting  tbe  punisbment  of 
bis  son.  On  tbis,  two  nobl^nen  observed: 
"Tbe  yonng  man  is  your  only  cbild, andbeif 
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to  tbe  throne  :  it  were  impious^  if  for  tÜis  he 
should  lose  his  eyes."  The  emperor  answered, 
"  Is  it  not  evident  to  you,  that  I  myself  or- 
dained  this  very  law  l  disgraceful  as  the  occa- 
sion  is,  it  may  break  my  heart,  but  not  my 
resolution.  My  son  has  been  the  fin^t  to 
transgress  the  law,  and  therefore,  shall  be  the 
first  to  nndergo  the  penalty."  '*  Sire/*  said 
the  noblemen,  **  let  \m  implore  you,  for  the 
sake  of  Heaven,  to  forgive  the  errors  of  your 
child."  Som^hät  sufodued  by  the  urgenc^ 
of  their  entrßatlesb  the  emperor,  after  a  mor 
ment's  pause,  »tiA,  '^  My  friends,  listen^  to 
me :  my  eyee  are  the  eyes  of  my  son;  and  bis, 
are  in  like  manner,  mine.  Pluck  out,  there« 
fore,  my  right  eye,  and  let  bim  surrender  his 
left ;  thus,  ihe  law  will  be  satisfied."  The 
patenml  affection  of  the  emperor  was  indulg- 
ed,  and  the  wbole  kingdom  extoUed  the  pru^ 
dence  and  justice  of  Uieir  prince.  (51) 

APPLICATlON. 

My  beloyed^  tbe  emperor  is  Christ;  the 
eyes  are  divine  grace^  and  ^temal  happiness, 
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whi^  He  who  ftinned  would  lia^e  toti^  lost, 
had  BOt  the  compagsion  and  consequent  auf* 
fermgs  of  the  Son  of  God,  iheliorated  the 
condign  pumslimettt. 


TALE    LI. 


OF  BJtTOETION. 


Jos  EPH  US  mentions^  thatTiberius  CeesAr«  i$H 
quiring  why  the  govemors  of  provinces  re- 
mained  so  long  in  office,  was  answered  by 
an  example.  **  I  have  seen/'  said  the  res- 
pondent^  **  an  infirm  man  covered  with  ulcers, 
grievously  tormented  by  a  swarm  of  flies. 
When  asked  why  he  did  not  use  a  Aap  and 
drive  off  bis  tormentors^  he  answered^  *  The 
very  circumstance  which  you  think  would  re- 
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lieve  me,.  would»  in  effect,  promote  tenfold 
äu£fering*  For  by  driving  away  the  flies  now 
saturated  with  my  blood,  I  should  afford  an 
opportunity  to  those  that  were  empty  and 
hungry  to  supply  their  place.  And  who 
doubis  that  the  biting  of  a  hungry  insect  is 
not  ten  thousand  times  more  painfol  than  that 
of  one  completely  gorged, — unless  the  person 
attacked^  be  stone^  and  not  flesh.'  **  (52) 


APPUCATIOK. 

My  beloved,  govemors  who  are  already  en* 
riched  by  plunder^  are  less  likely  to  continue 
their  oppression  than  they  who  are  poor  and 
needy* 
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TALE    LIL 


OF  FIBELITT. 


Valerius  (53)  records^  that  Fabius  redeemed 
certain  captives  by  the  promise  of  a  sum  of 
money;  which  wben  the  Senate  refused  to 
confinn,  he  sold  all  the  property  he  possessed^ 
and  with  the  produce  paid  down  the  stipu- 
lated  sum^  caring  less  to  be  thought  poor  in 
lands  than  poor  in  honesty. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved^  Fabius  is  Christ^  who  at  the 
expence  of  life»  ransomed  mankind  from  eter- 
nal  death. 
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TALE    LIIL 


OP  GOOD  RULERS^  WRO  ARE  NOT  TO  BE 

CHANGED. 


VAtiERiud  Maximud  (54)  states,  tliat  when 
an  tfae  Syracuisans  dösired  the  death  of  Dio- 
ny$iüs,  king  of  Sicily,  a  Single  woman  every 
motning  entreated  the  god&  to  continue  his 
life,  and  his  sovereignty.  Bionysius^  stir- 
prised  at  this  solitary  exception»  inquired  the 
reason.  She  answered,  '*  When  I  was  a  girl, 
and  governed  by  a  tyrant,  I  wished  for  his 
removal^  and  presenüy  we  obtained  a  wom 
instead.  Having  got  rid  of  him,  a  worse  still 
succeeded ;  and  therefore>  under  the j  ustifiable 
apprebension  that  your  place  may  be  filled 
up  by  a  very  deyil,  I  pray  earnestly  for  your 
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kniger  contiiiuance  *.**     Dionysins,  hearmg 
ihn,  gare  her  no  farther  trouble. 

APPLICATION. 

Mj  heloved,  be  not  deairous  of  chang?. 
€bd  is  mercifal  and  grackm» — be  content 
with  His  govemment. 


TALE  LIV. 


OF  A  CELBSTIAL  KIKGDOH. 


The  emperor  Frederic  constructed  a  curious 
marble  gate  at  the  entrance  of  Capua.  It 
stood  above  a  fountain  of  running  water  ^  and 

*  The  sentimtiit  ii  similar  to  that  of  Shakspeare. 

"  And  makes  os  rather  bear  those  illf  we  hate, 
Tban  flj  to  othera  that  we  know  not  of." 

Hamkt,  ActIII.  Sc.  1. 
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upon  it,  the  statues  of  tbe  emperor  and  two 
of  bis  judges  were  sculptured*  In  a  half 
circle  over  the  bead  of  the  right-hand  jadge 
wa8  inscribed  as  follows,  "  He  who  regard» 
his  own  safety  and  innocence,  let  him  enter 
here/'  Similarly  over  the  head  of  the  left- 
hand  judge  appeared  this  scroU,  **  Bamsh- 
ment  or  imprisonment  ia  the  doom  of  the  ea* 
vious."  In  a  semi-circle  over  the  emperor's 
head,  was  written,  **  Those  whom  I  made  mi- 
serable, I  recompensed."  In  like  manner, 
above  the  gate,  was  inscribed,  "  In  Caesar's 
reign,  I  became  the  guardian  of  the  kiiig* 
dorn/'  (65) 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  is  God ;  the  mar- 
ble  gate  is  tbe  Church,  which  is  placed  aboYe 
a  running  fountain — that  is,  above  the  world, 
which  fleets  like  a  water-course.  The  judges 
indicate  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus,  and  John 
the  Evangelist« 
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TALE  LV. 


OF  THE  REVOCATION  OF  A  BANISfiED 

SINNER« 


A  cBRTAiN  great  King  had  a  handsome  son^ 
who  proved  himself,  on  all  occasions»  wise» 
bold,  and  courteous,  The  same  King  had 
four  daiighters  also^whose  names  were  Justice^ 
Truth,  Mercy,  and  Peace.  Now  the  King, 
being  very  desirous  of  procuring  for  his  ßon, 
a  sttitable  partner^  despatched  a  messenger  in 
search  of  a  beauiiful  virgin^to  whom  he  should 

• 

be  united. ,  At  last»  the  daughter  of  the  King 
of  Jerusalem  was  selected»  and  married  to  the 
young  Prinoe,  who  was  much  Struck  with  the 
beauty  of  his  bride.  At  this  time,  there  was 
in  the  court,  a  serrant  whom  the  King  prin- 
cipally  trusted«  and  ta  whom  he  had  confided 
the  care  of  one  of  hi&  provinces.    This  man, 
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in  retum  for  the  benefits  accumulated  upon 
him^  seduced  the  lady»  and  wasted  the  coun- 
try  over  which  he  was  placed.    When  the 
husband,  therefore^  knew  of  his  wife*s  infi- 
delity,  he  was  overwhelmed  with  sorrow,  and 
repudiated  her  with  the  loss  of  every  honour. 
Thus  circumstanced^  she  feil  into  extreme  po- 
verty  j  and,  reduced  to  despair  by  the  wretch- 
edness  of  her  condition,  walked  from  place  to 
place,  begging  her  bread,  and  wishing  for  the 
death  that  came  not  to  her  relief.    Bat  at 
length,   the  husband,   compassionating  her 
distress,  sent  messengers  to  recall  her  to  his 
court.  ,  '*  Come,  lady,^  they  said,  "  come  m 
Tperfect  safety.    Thy  lord  wishes  thy  retura; 
fear  nothing.*'     Yet  she  refused,    and  ex- 
claimed,  "  Teil  my  lord,  that  I  would  wil- 
lingly  come  to  him,  but  I  am  unable  to  do  so. 
If  he  ask  why,  say,  in  compliance  with  an  im- 
perious  law.     If  a  man  marry,  and  his  wife 
prove  an  adultress,  he  shall  give  her  a  writing 
of  divorcement ;  but  from  that  hour,  she  can 
be  no  longer  his  wife.    To  me  such  a  writing 
has  been  given — for,  alas !  I  am  an  adultress: 
therefore,  it  is  imposüible  for  me  to  retura  to 
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4&y  Ior<L" — "  Bot/'  replied  the  messengers» 
^'our  lord  is  greater  thaa  the  lavr  which  be 
made  himself :  and  aince  he  is  disposed  to 
Aew  mercy  towards  you,  we  repeat,  tkat  you 
may  properly  comply  with  bis  wishes,  secure 
fromfurther  puniBfament  or  reproach.'* — **  How 
fihall  I  know  that  V  said  the  lady ;  ''  if  my 
beloved  would  aasure  me  of  it ;  if  he  woald 
deign  to  come  and  kiss  me  with  the  kias  of 
his  lip,  then  should  I  feel  certain  of  fevor." 

Wben  the  mesaengers  communicated  to  the 
Prince  what  had  paased  between  tbem  and 
his  afflicted  wife^  he  called  together  the  noble- 
men  of  hia  kingdom,  and  deUberated  npon 
the  meaaurea  it  became  bim  to  adopt  Af- 
ter mature  reflection,  they  detennined  that 
some  man  of  experience  and  judgment,  ahould 
be  sent  to  peraaade  her  to  return«  But  they 
who  anawered  thia  deacription,  refnaed  to 
lindert ake  the  office ;  and  the  buaband»  in  hia 
extremity>  deapatched  once  more  the  meaaen» 
gers.  whom  he  commisBioned  to  speak  th».. 
"  What  can  I  do  for  you  ?  There  ia  not  a 
man  in  my  dominiona  who  wUl  execute  my 
wishea  \"   These  worda  increased  the  anguiah 
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of  the  unfortunate  lady ;  and  she  wept  bit- 
terly.  Her  condition  was  related  to^the 
Prince>  and  he  earnestly  besoaght  bis  &tha 
to  gire  him  permission  to  bring  back  bis  wife, 
and  to  assaage  her  sorrows.  The  King  ac- 
quiesced — '*  Go,"  said  he,  "  go  now  in  thy 
might,  and  re-instate  her  in  the  seat  from 
which  she  has  fallen."  The  messengers  were 
then  ordered  ta  return  and  apprize  her  of  the 
purposed  visit  But  the  Prince's  eider  sister, 
that  is  to  say.  Justice,  understanding  what 
was  ^neditated,  hastened  to  her  father,  an^ 
said,  **  My  lord,  art  thou  just?  and  is  thy 
judgment  righteous  t  Is  it  fit  that  the  hadot 
should  ^gain  become  my  brother's  wife  ?  You 
properly  sanctioned  the  writing  of  divorce- 
ment;  therefore,  to  the  law  let  her  appeal. 
And  if,  in  violation  of  justice,  you  act  thus, 
be  assured,  that  I  will  no  longer  be  accounted 
your  daughter."  The  second  sister,  who  was 
called  TavTH,  then  said, ''  My  father,  she  has 
spoken  truly.  You  have  adjudged  this  wo* 
man  an  aduliress :  if  you  permit  her  to  retumi 
you  destroy  the  very  essence  of  truth,  and 
therefore,  I  too,  will  no  more  fulfil  the  offices 
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of  a  danghter/'  Bat  ike  ihird  tastet,  called 
Mbrct,  bearing  wbat  had  been  said  by  the 
other  tVo,  exclaimed»  **  Ob»  my  lord,  I  also 
am  tby  daugbter :  forgiye  the  offence  of  this 
fepentant  woman.  If  thou  wilt  not,  tboa 
abandoneat  M^rcy,  and  sbe  will  never  i^in 
acknowledge  tbee  ber  fatber/'  Tbe  fonrtb 
sister,  wbose  name  was  Pe ace»  terrified  at  tbe 
discord  between  ber  parent  and  sisters,  fled 
to  a  remote  comer  of  tbe  eartb. 

Justice  and  Trutb^  bowever^  relinquisbed 
not  tbeir  parpose ;  and^  putting  into  tbeir  fa- 
ther's  händs  a  naked  sword,  said,  **  My  lord» 
wepresenttoyou  tbe  swordof  Justice.  Takeit, 
andstrike  tbe  barlot  wbo  bas  wronged  oiur  bro* 
ther."BiitMercy,ru8bingforward,  snätcbed  tbe 
weapon  firom  tbeir  grasp.  "  Enougb>  enougb,** 
cried  sbe,  "  long  bave  you  reigned,  and  your 
incUnations  bave  been  your  only  law«  New 
forbear ;  it  is  fit  tbat  my  wisbes  sbould  some* 
4imeB  be  listened  to«  Remember,  tbat  I  too, 
am  -tbe  daugbter  of  tbe  King."^  To  tbis  Justice 
made  answer, ''  Tbou  bast  said  weil :  we  haoe 
reigned  long :  and  long  will  we  preserve  our 
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iiuthority.   But  wliy  should  there  be  this  dis» 
coid?    Call  our  brother»  who  is  wiaer  than 
US  all ;  aad  let  him  judge  between  us.^'    The 
proposal  was  assented  to.    They  shewed  him 
the   graunds  of  tiieir  altercation^  and  ex« 
plamed  how  Justice  and  Trutb  pertinaciously 
demanded  the  infliction  of  the  law»  while 
Mercy  and  Peace  sought  a  free  foi^Taness. 
"  My  beloved  sisters/^  said  the  Prince,  "  1 
am  little  satisfied  with  the  flight  of  my  sister 
Peace,  whom  your  unbeseeming  strife  has 
banished.    This  ought  not  to  be,  and  sliall 
not..   And  as  for  my  adulterous  wife,  I  am 
prepared  to  undergo  her  punishment  myself.** 
*— ^'  If  this  be  your  determination,"  observed 
Justice,  "  we  cannot  oppose  you,  my  brother.*' 
Then  tuming  towards  Mercy,  he  said,  '^  Use 
your  endeavour  to  restore  my  wife.  Bat  should 
I  receive  her,  and  she  again  falls,  do  you  de- 
€ign  to  renew  your  intercession?" — "  Not" 
^aid  the  other,  *'  unless  she  be  truly  peni« 
teilt.'*    The  Prince  then  conducted  back  hii 
«ister  Peace,  and  caused  each  of  the  others  to 
embrace  her,  in  turn,     Concord  being  thus  ret 
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edtablisbed^  he  hastened  to  Ini»  erring  wife« 
l%e  Was  receired  with  erery  konoiir,  «nd 
ended  her  days  in  peace. 


APPLICATION. 


My  teloved,  the  King  is  onr  hearenly  Fa- 
ther ;  the  son  is  Christ ;  and  the  wife  is  the 
soul.made  impxxreby  connexion  with  the  devil. 
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OF  RBMSMBERIKG  DEATH« 


A  CEBTAIN  Prince  derived  great  plcasnre 
from  the  chase.  It  happened,  on  one  occa- 
liöü,  that  a  merchant  accidentally  pursued 
the  same  path ;  and  obsetving  the  beanty,  af* 
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fabUity^  itQd  splendour  of  the  Prince,  he  said 
in  bis  beart  5  '*  Oh,  ye  heayenly  powers !  that 
man  has  received  too  many  fayors«  He  k 
handsome,  bold,  and  graceful ;  and  even  his 
very  retinue  are  equipped  with  splendoar  and 
comfort/'  Under  the  Impression  of  such  feel* 
ings,  he  addressed  himself  to  one  of  die 
attendants,  "  My  friend,"  said  he,  "  is  your 
master  rery  powerful  ?" — '*  He  is,**  replied  the 
other, ''  the  despotic  lord  of  an  extensive  ter- 
ritory ;  his  treasury  is  filled  with  silver  and 
gold ;  and  his  slaves  are  exceedingly  nmne» 
rous." — "  God  has  been  bountiful  to  him," 
said  the  merchant;  "  he  is  more  beautifiil 
than  any  one  I  ever  beheld ;  and  his  power 
Youches  for  his  wisdom."  Now  the  p^rspn 
with  whom  he  conversed,  related  all  that  the 
merchant  had  said,  to  his  master ;  and  as  the 
Prihce  turned  bomeward  about  the  hourof 
vespers,  he  besought  the  merchant  to  tarry 
there  all  night.  The  entreaty  of  a  potentate 
ia  a  command ;  and  the  merchant,  therefore, 
thoagh  with  some  reluctance,  entered  the 
palace.  The  prodigious  display  of  wealth^ 
the  number  of  beautiful  halls,  ornamented  in 
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erery  pari  witfa  gold»  siurprized  and  deltghted 
him.  But  8iipper<-time  approadied»  and  the 
merchant,  by  express  command  of  thePrince» 
was  seatßd  at  his  own  table»  This  hon<^  so 
enraptured  the  poor  tradesman^  that  he  se* 
credyexclaimed^  '^  Oh,  Hearen!  the  Prince 
possesses  every  ihing  tfaat  his  heart  wishe«  $ 
he  has  a  beautifnl  wife,  fair  daughters»  and 
brave  sons»  His  family  estabUshment  is  too 
extensive.''*  As  he  thus  thonght,  the  meat 
was  placed  before  him ;  but  what  was  his  con* 
stemation  to  observe  that  it  was  deposited 
in  the  skull  of  a  human  being,  and  served 
frcm  th^ice  to  the  Prince  and  his  guests  on 
silver  dishes»  Horror-struck  at  what  he  saw, 
the  merchant  feit  as  if  his  own  head  must 
presently  make  part  of  the  same  diaboUcal 
Service,  and  frequently  did  he  intemally  ejacu* 
late,  *'  I  am a  dead  man !  I  amadead  manf ' 

In  the  meantime,  the  lady  of  the  man» 
fiion  comforted  him  as  much  as  she  could. 
The  night  passed  on,  and  he  was  shewn  into 
a  bed-chamber  hung  round  with  cauldrons ; 
and  in  one  comer  of  the  room  several  Ughts 
were  bnming.    As  soon  as  he  had  entered. 
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tbe  door  wa»  fai^Btd  without  i  and  the  m^ 
Ittcky  merdupit  was  left  &  BoUtarj  prey  tohii 
owniner^ßtsiBi^lerror«  Casting  big  eyei  «hnmd 
htm  in  despair»  ke  dbsttingnisked  tvro  dead 
men  Langing  by  the  arms  from  the  eeiUng. 
Tfai»  shoaking  circumstance  so  agonized  him» 
thatthe  coM  aweat  dropped  fromhis  brow^and 
of  le^t  he  was  mofally  incapable.  In  the  oaoni- 
iag,  he  got  up,  bat  with  aagmented  iqrpre* 
henmons«  **  Alas  !'^  cried  he,  *^  they  wiU 
«ssQiedly  hai^  me  by  the  side  of  these  aar- 
deted  wretches.  What  will  become  of  mef 
When  the  Primce  had  riaen,  he  commaiided 
die  merchant  to  be  brought  into  Us  presence. 
,"  Friend,"  said  he,  *'  what  portion  of  my  ft^ 
mily  edtablishment  bett  pleasea  yon?^'  The 
laau  answered, ''  I  am  well  pleased  with  ererj 
thii^y  my  locd,  except  that  my  food  was 
senred  to  me  out  of  a  hnman  head, — a  aigfat  so 
«tdkening  that  I  conld  tonch  nothing«  And 
when  I  would  bare  slqpt,  my  repoc^  was  de- 
atrbyed  by  the  ten^c  obje<^  whkh  weie 
exhibited  to  me.  And,  th^efore,  for  the  lo^e 
öf  God,  anfifor  me  to  depart'*  "  Friend,"  rer 
plied  die  Prince,  ''  the  head  out  of  which 


fM  ^i^^e  ft^ved^  and  wluck  atood  :ezactl]F 
oppoflite  to  vvf  wife^-my  beautifiil«  biii  wi^td 
wi&  !--*is  tbe  head  of  a  eertain  duke«  I  will 
teil  ytm  wky  it  wm  tiiare.  He  vhom  I  ItfiTe 
punuibed  in  so  exemplary  a  manner»  I  por» 
e^ived'  in  the  act  of  di8lK>niork>g  my  bed*  In« 
stantly  prompted  by  an  unoontrollable  detife 
of  vengeance^  I  separated  bis  head  from  bis 
body.  To  remind  tbe  woman  of  ber  sbame, 
each  day^  I  comoutiid  tbis  memento  to  be 
placed  before  ber,  in  tbe  bope  tbat  ber  re» 
pentance  and  pnmghmtnt  may  eqval  ber 
ctm».  But  tbe  misfortunei  of  my  family  end 
not  bere ;  a  aon  of  tbe  deceased  dake  slew 
two  of  my  kindfod»  whoie  bodies  you  ob^ 
serred  bänging  in  tbe  cbtmber  wbicb  faad 
been  tppropriated  to  yon*  Every  day»  I 
ponctually  Visit  tbeir  corpses,  to  keep  aliTt 
the  fufy  wbicb  ougbt  to  animate  me  to  re^ 
nuge  tbeir  deatbs.  And  recalling  tbe  adul* 
tery  of  my  wife>  and  tbe  miserable  slaugbt<^ 
of  my  kindred^  I  feel  tbat  tbere  is  no  joy  re- 
served  for  me  in  tbis  world. .  Now  tben  go  in 
peace ;  and  forget  not  tbe  useful  lesson  wbicb 
I  have  wisbed  to  impart.    Remember  tbat 
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exteraal  appearances  are  deceitfiü ;  and  tliat 
human  life,  in  its  most  gorgeous  condition,  ts 
still  accompanied  by  the  revolting  emblems 
of  mortality»  The  merchant  gladly  availed 
hiniself  of  the  pennission  to  depart;  and  re- 
turned  with  greater  satisfaction  to  the  toils  of 
traffio.  (66) 


APPUCATION» 

.  JMy  beloved^  the  Prince  is  intended  to  re- 
present  any  good  Christian^  whose  wife  is  de 
Boül  that  s'msp  and  being  pnnished»  romem- 
bers  its  iniquity  and  amends.  The  adulterer 
18  the  devil ;  to  cut  off  his  head»  is  to  destroy 
our  vices.  The  slain  kinsmen  of  the  Prince, 
are  love  to  Qod  and  to  our  neighbour,  which 
the  sin  of  our  first  parent  annihilated.  The 
merchant  is  any  good  prelate  or  confessor^  to 
whom  the  truth  should  always  be  exposed. 
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T  A  L  E^    LVII. 


OF  PERFECT  UFE. 


When  Titus  was  Emperor  of  Rome,  he  made 
a  decree  that  the  natal  day  of  bis  first-bora 
son  should  be  held  sacred ;  and  that»  who- 
soever  violated  it  by  any  kind  of  labor,  should 
be  put  to  death.  This  edict  being  promul-^ 
gated»  he  called  Virgil  (57)  to  hinii  an^  said; 
''^Good  friendj,  I  have  established  a  certain- 
law  ;  but  as  offences  may  frequently  be  com* 
mitted  without  being  discovered  by  the  minis« 
ters  of  justice,  we  desire  you  to  frame  some 
cuiious  piece  of  art,  which  may  reveal  to  us 
every  transgressor  of  the  law/'  Virgil  ac- 
quiesced»  and  immediately  commenced  his 
Operations.  He  constructed  a  magic  statue» 
and  caused  it  to  be  erected  in  the  midst  of 
ihe  city.  By  yirtue  of  the  secret  powers'witb 
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which  it  was  invested^  it  communicated  to 
the  Emperor  whatever  was  done  amiss.  And 
thus,  by  the  aocnsation  of  tiie  statue^  an  in- 
finite number  of  persons  were  convicted  and 
punished.  Now  there  was  a  certain  carpen- 
ter,  called  Focus,  who  pursued  bis  occupa- 
tion  every  day  alike.  Once»  as  he  lay  in  bed» 
bis  thoughts  turned  npon  the  accusations  of 
the  Statue»  and  the  multitudes  which  it  had 
eltused  to  perisb*  In  the  mommg«  he  clotäed 
bimt^»  and  proceeded  to  the  statue,  wfaich 
he  addressed  in  the  following  manner :  **  0 
atatue!  statue!  because  bf  thy  informations, 
many  of  our  Citizens  baye  been  apprehended 
and  slaitt.  I  vow  to  my  Qod,  that  if  thou  ac- 
»cusest  me,  I  will  break  thy  bead.^'  Having 
so  Said»  he  retumed  bome.  About  the  fint 
hour,  the  Emperor/  as  he  was  wont,  des» 
patched  sundry  messengers  to  the  statue^  to 
enquire  if  the  edict  had  been  strictly  com^ 
plied  with.  After  they  had  arrived»  and  de- 
Uvered  the  Eknperor's  pleasure»  the  statue  ex- 
plaimed — ''  Friends»  look  up ;  what  see  ye 
written  upon  my  forebesul  V^  They  looked» 
and  bebeld  tbree  sentences  which  ran  thus : 
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''Times  are  alterecL  Men  grow  worse.  H< 
w&o  speaks  truth  has  his  head  broken»^— ^ 
"  Go/'  Said  the  statue,  *'  declare  to  his  ma^ 
jesty  what  you  kaye  seea  and  r«ad/'  The 
messengers  obeyed^  and  detailed  the  cticnm« 
Stauers  as  they  had  happened. 

The  emperar^  äierefore,  commanded  his  gnard 
to  arm^  and  march  to  the  place  on  which  the 
Statue  was  erected ;  and  he  fartfaer  ordered,  that 
if  any  one  presumed  to  molest  it,  they  shonld 
bind  him  hand  and  foot,  and  drag  him  into  hi« 
presenoe.  The  soldiers  approached  the  statne 
and  said^  *'  Our  Emperor  wills  you  to  declare 
äiename  of  the  scoundrel  who  threatens  yo«.'' 
The  Statue  made  answer^  '^  It  is  Focus  the 
carpeuter.  Every  day  he  violates  the  law, 
and  moreover^  menaces  me  with  a  brokeu 
head^  if  I  expose  him.'^  Immediately  Focue 
was  apprehended^  and  condocted  to  the  Em- 
peror^ who  said^  *'  Friend,  what  do  I  hear  of 
thee?  Why  hast  ihon  broken  my  law?" — 
**  My  lord/'  answered  Focus,  '*  I  cannot  keep 
it;  for  I  am  obliged  to  obtain  every  day 
eight  penmes,  which,  witbout  mcessant  labor, 
I  have  i^ot  tib^  mpans  of  acquiring." — *^  And 
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why  eight  pennies?**  said  the  Emperor. 
"  Every  day  through  the  yeär/*  returned  the 
CBTpenter,  **  I  am  bound  to  repay  two  pennies 
which  I  boixowed  in  my  youth;  two  I  lend; 
two  I  lose ;  and  two  I  spend." — **  For  what 
reason  do  you  this?*'  asked  the  Emperor« 
"  My  lord,"  he  replied^  "  listen  to  me.  I  am 
bomid^  each  day,  to  repay  two  pennies  to  my 
father;  for^  when  I  was  a  boy^  my  father  ex« 
pended  upon  me  daily,  the  like  sum.  Now 
he  is  poor,  and  needs  my  assistance^  and 
therefore;  I  retum  what  I  borrawed  formerly. 
Two  other  pennies  I  lend  to  my  son,  who  is 
pursuing  his  studies;  in  order,  that  if  byany 
Chance,  I  should  fall  into  poverty,  he  may 
restore  the  loan,  just  as  I  have  done  to  \m 
grand&ther.  Again,  I  lose  two  pennies  eres^ 
day  on  my  wife;  for  «he  is  contradictions, 
wilful,  and  passionate,  Now,  because  of  this 
disposition,  I  account  whatsoever  is  given  to 
her,  entirely  losL  Lastly,  two  other  pennieB 
I  expend  upon  myself  in  meat  and  drink.  I 
cannot  do  with  less ;  nor  can  I  obtain  them 
without  unremitting  labor.  You  now  know 
the  truth;  and,  I  pray  you,  judge  dispassion* 


OF  PEEFBCT  LUV.  IS9 

ately^^nd  truly/' — "  Friend,"  said  the  Empe- 
ror,  "  thou  hast  answered  well«  Go,  and 
labor  eamestly  in  thy  calling.'^  Soon  after 
this^  the  Emperor  died^  and  Focus  the  car- 
penter»  on  account  of  his  singular  wisdom^ 
was  elected  in  his  stead^  by  the  unanimous 
ckoice  of  the  whole  nation.  He  govemed  as 
wisely  as  he  had  lived ;  and  at  his  death,  his 
picture,  bearing  on  the  head  eight  pennies^ 
was  reposited  among  the  effigies  of  the  de- 
ceased  Emperors. 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved^  the  Emperor  is  God»  who  ap- 
pointed  Sunday  as  a  day  of  rest.  By  Virgil 
is  typified  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  ordains  a 
preacher  to  declare  men's  virtues  and  vices. 
Focus  is  any  good  Christian  who  labors  dili- 
gently  in  his  vocation«  and  performs  faithfully 
every  relative  duty. 
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TALE  LVni. 


OF  CONFESSION. 


A  CERTAiN  kingy  named  Asmodeus^  estab- 
lisbed  an  ordinance,  by  which  eveTy  malefao 
tor  taken  and  brought  before  tbe  judge, 
should  distinctly  declare  tbree  iruths,  against 
which  no  exception  could  be  taken;  or  eise  be 
capitally  condemned.  If,  however,  he  did 
thiß,  his  life  and  property  should  be  safe.  It 
chanced  that  a  certain  soldier  transgressed 
the  law  and  fled.  He  hid  himself  in  a  forest, 
and  there  committed  many  atrocities,  de- 
spoiling  and  slaying  whomsoever  he  eould 
lay  his  hands  upon.  When  the  judge  of  the 
di^trict  ascertained  his  haunt>  he  ordered  the 
forest  to  be  surrounded,  and  the  soldier  to  be 
seized>  and  brought  bound  to  the  seat  of  judg- 


ment.  *' You  know  the  law/*  said  the  judge.  '*  I 

do,"  retumed  the  other :  *'  if  I  declare  tbree 

unquestionable  truths^  I  shall  be  free ;  but  if 

not,  I  must  die/*  "  True,"  replied  the  judge  : 

*'  take  thett  advantage  of  the  law's  clemency, 

or  undergo  the  punishment  it  awards^  without 

delay.**— ''  Cause  silence  to  be  kept/'  said 

the  eoldier  undauntedly.      His  wish  being 

complied  with,  he  proceeded  in  the  following 

manner.     '*  The  first  truth  is  this.    I  protest 

before  ye  all,  that  from  my  youth  up,  I  have 

been  a  bad  man/*    The  judge^  hearing  this, 

said  to  the  by-standers,  '*  He  says  true?" 

They  answered,  *'  Else,  he  had  not  now  been 

in  this  Situation." — "  Go  on,  then,"  said  the 

judge:  *'  what  is  Uie  second  truth?" — "  I 

like  not,"  exclaimed   he,  "   the  dangerous 

Situation  in  which  I  stand."—"  Certainly," 

said  die  judge,  ''  we  may  credit  tiiee*    Now 

then  for  the  third  truth,  and  thou  hast  saved 

thy  life."— '*  Why/'  he  replied,  "  if  I  once 

get  out  of  this  confounded  place,  I  will  nerer 

willingly  re-enter  it/' — **  Anacn,"  said  the 

judge,  "  thy  wit  hath  presenred  the%  ;  go  ia 

peace.^^    And  thus  he  was  saved. 
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APPLICATION* 

My  beloved,  the  Emperor  is  Christ.  The 
soldier  is  any  sinner;  the  judge  is  a  wise  con- 
fessor.  If  the  sinner  confess  the  truth  in 
such  a  manner  as  not  even  demons  can  object, 
he  shall  be  saved — that  is,  if  he  confess,  and 
repent. 


TALE   LIX. 


OF  TOO  MUCH  PRIDE ;  AND  HOW  THE  PROÜD 
ARE  FREQUENTLY  COMPELLED  TO  EN- 
DURE  SOME  NOTABLE  HUMILIATION. 


When  Jovinian  was  emperor,  he  possessed 
very  great  power ;  and  as  he  lay  in  bed  reflect- 
ing  upon  the  extent  of  his  dominions,  bis 
heart  was  elated  to  an  extraordinary  degree. 
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'*  Is  there,**  he  impiously  asked^  **  Is  there 
any  other  god  than  me?'*  Amid  such  thoughts 
he  feil  asleep. 

In  the  moming»  he  reviewed  his  troops, 
and  said^  ^*  My  friends^  after  breakfast  we 
will  hunt.'*  Preparations  being  made  ac- 
cordingly,  he  set  out  with  a  large  retinue. 
Döring  the  chase,  the  empefor  feit  such  ex ' 
treme  oppression  from  the  heat^  that  he  be- 
lieved  his  very  existence  depended  upon  a  cold 
bath.  As  he  anxiously  looked  around«  he 
discovered  a  sheet  of  water  at  no  great  dis- 
tance.  *'  Remain  here/'  said  he  to  his  guard, 
*'  until  I  have  refreshed  myself  in  yonder 
stream/'  Then  spurring  his  steed,  he  rode 
hastily  to  the  edge  of  the  water.  Alighting^ 
he  divested  himself  of  his  apparel^  and  expe- 
rienced  the  greatest  pleasure  from  its  invigo- 
rating  freshness  and  coolness.  But  whilst  he 
was  thus  employed^  a  person  similar  to  him  in 
every  respect — in  countenance  and  gesture — 
arrayed  himself  unperceived  in  the  emperor's 
dress,  and  then  mounting  his  horse^  rode  off 
to'the  attendants.  The  resemblance  to  the 
sovereign  was  such,  that  no  doubt  was  enter- 

k3 


198  QF  TOe  HU€H  PRIMS. 

tainedof  tfaereality;  aud  «traitway  oomnumd 
was  issued  for  their  retarn  to  the  palaee« 

Jovinian,  however,  having  quitfced  the  wat«, 
sought  in  erery  possible  dire<^tion  for  his 
horse  and  clotiies,  and  to  hia  utter  astonish- 
menty  could  find  neither.  Vexed  beyond 
measnre  at  the  circumstance  (for  he  was  com- 
pletely  naked,  and  saw  no  one  neax  to  asaitt 
bim)  he  began  to  r^Sectupon  what  conrse  he 
fthould  pursue.  ''  Miserable  man  that  I  ana," 
Said  he,  "  to  what  a  strait  am  I  reduced ! 
There  is«  I  remember«  a  knight  residing  clote 
by ;  I  will  go  to  him»  and  command  his  atten* 
dance  and  senrice.  I  will  then  ride  on  to 
the  palace  and  strictly  inrestigate  the  cause 
of  this  extraordinary  conduct.  Some  shall 
smart  for  it/'  Jovinian  proceeded,  naked  and 
ashamed«  to  the  castle  of  the  aforesaid  knight, 
and  beat  loudly  at  the  gate.  The  porter>  with- 
out  unclosing  the  wicket,  enquired  the  cause 
of  the  knocking.  *'  Open  the  gate/'  said  the 
enraged  emperor^  '^  and  you  will  aee  whom  I 
am/'  The  gate  was  opened ;  and  the  porter, 
Struck  with  the  stränge  appearance  he  exbi-» 
bited«  repliedt  'Mn  the  pame  of  all  that  n 
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ihiMtTeUotis,  what  are  you  ? "    "I  am/'  said 

he,  "  JoriniaB^  your  emperor ;   go  to  your 

lord,  and  command  him  from  me  to  supply 

the  wants  of  bis  sorereign.     I  hare  lost  both 

horse  and  clothes."      "  Iniamous  ribald ! '' 

shouted  the  porter^  '^  just  before  thy  approach^ 

the  emperor  Jovinian,  accompanied  by  the 

oScers  of  bis  household^  entered  the  palace. 

My  lord  both  went  and  retumed  with  him ; 

and  but  eren  now  sat  with  him  at  meat*    But 

because  thou  hast  called  thyself  the  emperor, 

howeyer  madly,  my  lord  shall  know  of  thy 

presumption."   The  porter  entered,  and  related 

what  had  passed.     Jorinian  was  introduced, 

but  the  knight  retained  not  the  sligbtest  r^* 

qoUection  of  bis  master,  although  the  emperor 

remem]>ered  him,    "  Who  are  you?"  said  the 

former,  "  and  what  is  your  name  ?"     "  I  am 

the  emperor  Jovinian,"  rejoined  he;  *'  canst 

thou  bave  forgotten  me  ?    At  such  a  time  I 

promoted    thee    to    a   military    command." 

"  Wby^  thoumost  audacious  scoundrel,"  said 

the  knight, ''  darest  thou  call  thyself  the  em-» 

peror  ?  I  rode  with  biip  myself  to  the  palac6> 

fro^a  wheiice  I  am  this  moment  retum^.  Sut 
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thy  inipudence  shall  not  go  without  its  rewatd, 
Flog  him,"  Said  he,  turaing  to  his  servante, 
"  Flog  him  soundly,  and  drive  him  away." 
This  sen^tence  was  immediately  execnted,  and 
the  poor  emperor,  bursting  into  a  convulsion 
pf  tears,  exclaimed, "  Oh  my  God,  is  it  possi- 
ble  that  one  whom  I  have  so  much  honoured 
and  exalted  should  do  this  ?  Not  content  with 
pretending  ignorance  of  my  person,  he  Orders 
these  merciless  villains  to  abuse  me !  How- 
ever,  it  will  not  be  long  unavenged.  Thereis 
a  certain  duke,  one  of  my  privy-counsellors, 
to  whom  I  will  make  known  my  calamity.  At 
least,  he  will  enable  me  to  return  decently  to 
the  palace."  To  him,  therefore,  Jovinian  pro- 
ceeded,  and  the  gate  was  opened  at  his  knock. 
But  the  porter,  beholding  a  naked  man,  ex- 
claimed  in  the  greatest  amaze>  '*  Friend,  who 
are  you,  and  why  come  you  here  in  such  a 
guise?"  He  replied,  *^  l  aiA  your  emperor; 
I  have  accidentally  lost  my  clothes  and  my 
horse,  and  I  have  come  for  succour  to  your 
lord.  Inform  the  duke,  therefore,  that  I  have 
business  with  him."  The  porter,  more  and 
more  astoniahed,  entered  the  hall/  and  cobo- 
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muhicated  the  stränge  intelligence  which  he 
had  received.  "  Bring  him  in,"  said  the  duke. 
He  was  brought  in,  but  neither  did  he  recog- 
nize  the  person  of  the  emperor.  "  What  art 
thou?"  was  again  asked,  and  answered  as  be- 
fore.  "  Poor  mad  wretch,"  said  the  duke, 
''  a  short  time  since,  I  retumed  from  the  pa«* 
lace,  where  I  left  the  very  emperor  thou  as- 
snmest  to  be,  But  ignorant,  whether  thou  art 
more  fool  or  knave,  we  will  administer  such 
reinedy  as  may  suit  both.  Carry  him  to  prison, 
and  feed  him  with  bread  and  water."  The 
command  was  no  sooner  delivered,  than  obey- 
ed;  and  the  foUowing  day  his  naked  body 
was  submitted  to  the  lash,  and  again  cast  into 
the  dungeon. 

Thus  afflicted,  he  gave  himself  up  to  the 
wretchedhess  of  his  untoward  condition.  In 
the  agony  of  his  heart,  he  said,  '*  What  shall 
I  do?  Oh !  what  will  be  my  destiny  ?  I 
am  loäded  with  the  coarsest  contumely,  and 
exposed  to  the  malicious  Observation  of  my 
people.  It  were  better  to  hasten  immediately 
to  my  pälace,  and  there  discover  myself 
— ^my  wife  will  know  me  \  surely,  my  wife 

k5 
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will  know  me !''    Esoaping,  therefore^  fix« 
bis  confinement,  he  approached  the  palace  aad 
beat  upon  the  gate.  The  same  questions  were 
repeated,   and  the  same  answers   retumed, 
"  Wbo  art  tbou  V  said  the  porter.     "  It  ii 
Strange,"  replied  the  aggrieved  emperor,  *^  It 
is  Strange  that  thou  shouldest  not  know  me ; 
tbou,  who  hast  senred  me  so  long !"    **  Seived 
theel"  retumed  the  porter  indignantiy,  **  tboa 
liest  abominably.    I  have  servcd  none  but  the 
emperor."     '*  Wby,"  said  the  otber,  '*  thoa 
knowest  that  I  am  he.     Yet,  thougb  you  dis» 
regard  my  words,  go,  I  implore  you,  to  the 
empress ;  communicate  wbat  I  will  teil  thee, 
and  by  these  sigas,  bid  her  send  the  uape^ 
rial  robes,  of  which  some  rogue  has  deprired 
me.    The  signs  I  teil  thee  of,  are  known  to 
none  but  to  ourselves."    "  In  verity,"  said  the 
porter,  "  thou  art  speciaUy  mad :  at  this  rery 
moment  my  lordsits  at  table  wtth  the  empress 
hö^elf.    Neverthelesß,  oüt  of  regaxd  for  thy 
siftgular  merits,  I  will  intimate  thy  declaraäon 
wil^in ;  and  rest  assured,  thou  wilt  preseatly 
find  thyself  most  royally  beaten."    The  portcr 
went  accordingly,  and  related  what  he  h^d 
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keard.     Bat  the  empress  became  very  sorrow- 
hl  and  said,  *'  Oh,  my  lord,  what  am  I  to 
think  ?  The  most  hidden  passages  of  our  lives 
are  revealed  by  an  obscene  fellow  at  the  gate, 
and  repeated  to  me  by  the  porter.    On  the 
strength  of  which  he  declares  himself  the 
emperor,  and  my  espoused  lord !"     When  the 
fictitions  monarch  was  apprized  of  this,  he 
commanded  him  to  be  bronght  in.    He  had 
no  sooner  entered»  than  a  iarge  dog,  which 
cQuched  upon  the  hearth,  and  had  been  mach 
ckerished  by  him,  flew  at  his  throat,  and,  but 
foi  timely  prevention,  would  haye  killed  him. 
A  falcon  also,  seated  upon  her  perch,  no  sooner 
beheld  him,  than  she  broke  her  jesses  (57)  and 
flew  out  of  the  hall.  Then,  the  pretended  em* 
perbr,  addressing  those  who  stood  about  him> 
Said,  ''  My  friends,  hear  what  I  will  a^  of 
yon  hbald.    Who  are  you  ?   and  what  do  you 
wai^  V    **  Th«se  qnestions,**  said  the  suffer- 
ing  man,  ^'  are  very  Strange.    You  know  I  am 
thft  emperor  and  master  of  tbis  place,"     Th« 
o^er,  turaing  to  the  nobles  who  sat  or  sto^d 
at  tfae  taUe,  contiaued, ''  Teil  me,  Ofk  your  al- 
legimfice,  which  of  W  two  is  yo»r  l^d  {m4 
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master  ?"  "  Your  majesty  asks  ua  au  casy 
thing/'  replied  they,  '^  and  need  not  to  remind 
US  of  our  allegiance.  That  obscene  wretch 
cannot  be  our  sovereign.  You  alone  are  he, 
whom  we  have  known  from  childhood ;  and 
we  intreat  that  this  fellow  may  be  seyerely 
punished  as  a  warning  to  others  how  they  give 
scope  to  their  mad  presumption."  Then  tum- 
ing  to  the  empress^  the  usurper  «aid,  ''  Teil 
me,  my  lady,  on  the  fiiith  you  have  swornv  do 
you  know  this  man  who  calls  himself  thy  lord 
and  emperor  V*  She  answered,  "  my  lord, 
how  can  you  ask  such  a  question?  Haye  I 
not  known  thee  more  than  thirty  yearsy  and 
bome  thee  many  chüdren?  Yet^  at  one  thing 
I  do  admire*  .How.  can  this  fellow  have  ac- 
quired so  intimate  a  knowledge  of  what  has 
passed  between  us?" 

The  pretend«d  emperor  made  no -reply, 
but  addressing  the  real  one,  said/''  Friend, 
how  darest  thou  to  call  thy  seif  emperor? 
We  sentence  thee,  for  this  unexampled  im- 
pudence,  to  be  drawn,  without  loss  of  time, 
at  the  tail  of  a  horse.  And  if  thou  utterest 
the  same  wofde  again,  thou  shalt  be  doomed. 

8  - 
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tö  an  ignominious  death."     He  iheh  com- 
manded  his  güards  to  see  the  sentence  put 
in  force,  but  to  preserve  his  hfe.    The  unfor- 
tunate  emperor  was  now  almost  distracted^ 
and  urged  by  his  despair,  wished  rehemently 
for  death.  "  Why  was  I  born?"  he  exclaimed; 
"  my  friends  shun  me ;  and  my  wife  and  chil- 
dren  will  not  acknowledge  me.     But  there  is 
my  confessor»  still.    To  him  will  I  go ;  per- 
haps  he  will  recoUect  me,  because  he  has  often 
received  my  confessions."     He  went  accord^ 
ingly^  and  knocked  at  the  window  of  his  cell. 
"  Who  is  there?"  said  the  confessor.     "  The 
Emperor  Jovinian,"  was  the  reply ;  "  open  the 
window,  and  I  will  speak  to  thee."    The  win- 
dow was  opened  ;  but  no  sooner  had  he  looked 
out  than  he  closed  it  again  in  great  haste. 
"  Depart  firom  me,"  said  he,  "  accursed  thing : 
thou  art  not  the  emperor,  but  the  devil  incar- 
nate."    This  completed  the  miseries  of  the 
persecuted  mian;  and  he  tore  his  hair,  and 
plucked  up  his  beard  by  the  roots.    "  Woe  is 
me,"  he  cried,  '*  for  what  stränge  doom  am  I 
reserved  V*    At  this  crisis^  the  impioüs  words 
whieh^  in  the  arrogance  of  his  heart,  he  had 


206  <aW  TOO  HITCH  PRIim 

uttered^  crossed  bis  recöUection.  Immediately 
he  beat  again  at  the  window  of  the  confessor'g 
cell,  and  exclaimed,  "  For  the  love  of  himwho 
was  suspended  from  the  Gross,  hear  my  con- 
fession/'  '^The  recluse  opened  the  window, 
and  Said,  "  I  will  do  this  with  pleasure;"  and 
then  Jovinian  acquainted  him  with  every  par- 
ticular  of  bis  past  life  ;  and  principally  how  he 
had  lifted  himself  up  against  bis  Maker. 

The  confession  made,  and  absolution  given, 
the  recluse  looked  out  of  bis  window,  and  di* 
rectly  knew  him.  "  Blessed  be  the  most  high 
God,**  Said  he, "  now  do  I  know  thee.  I  ha?e 
here  a  few  garments  :  clothe  thyeelf,  and  go  to 
the  palace.  I  trust  that  they  also  will  recog* 
nize  thee/'  The  emperor  did  as  the  confessor 
directed.  The  porter  opened  the  gate,  and  made 
a  low  obeisance  to  him.  '*  Dost  thou  know 
mc?"  said  he ;  "  Very  well,  my  lord !"  repli^ 
the  mental ;  *'  but  I  marvel  that  I  did  not  ob« 
serve  you  go  out."  Entering  the  hall  of  Ms 
mansion,  Jovinian  was  received  by  all  with  a 
profound  reverence.  The  Strange  emperor  was 
at  diat  time  in  another  apartment  with  die 
queen ;  and  a  certaib  ki^ght  g^iag  to  hiffii 
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Said,  ''  My  lord^  there  is  one  in  tbe  hall  to 
whom  every  body  bends ;  he  so  mach  resem* 
bles  you,  that  we  know  not  which  is  the  em*r 
peror.''  Hearing  this,  the  nsurper  said  to  the 
empress,  '^  go  and  see  if  you  know  him."  She 
went  and  returned  greatly  surprized  at  what 
she  saw.  "  Oh,  my  lord/*  said  she,  "  I  declare 
to  you  that  I  know  not  whom  to  trust/' 
*<  Thön,"  returned  he,  "  I  will  go  and  deter- 
mine  you."  And  taking  her  hand,  he  led  her 
into  tlie  hall  and  placed  her  on  the  throne  be* 
aide  him«  Addressing  the  assembly,  he  said^ 
"  By  the  oaths  you  have  taken,  declare  which 
of  US  is  your  emperor."  The  empress  answer« 
ed,  ''  It  is  incumbent  on  me  to  speak  first ; 
but  heayen  is  my  witness,  that  I  am  unable  to 
determine  which  is  he."  And  so  said  all. 
Tbeu  the  feigned  emperor  spoke  thus»  **  My 
friends,  hearken !  That  man  is  your  king,  and 
your  lord.  He  exalted  himself  to  the  dispa- 
ragement  of  his  Maker ;  and  God,  therefore, 
scourged  and  hid  him  from  your  knowledge« 
But  his  repentance  remores  the  rod ;  he  has 
now  made  ample  satisfaction,  and  again  let 
your  obedience  wait  upon  him,     Commend 
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yourselves  to  the  protection  of  heaven."  .  So 
saying^  he  disappeared.  The  emperor  gave 
thanks  to  Ood,  and  surrendering  to  him  all  his 
sonl^  lived  happily  and  finished  his  days  in 
peace.  (68) 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  represents  any 
one  whom  the  pride  and  vanity  of  life  whoUy 
engross.  The  knight  to  whom  Jovinian  first 
applied  is  Reason  ;  which  ever  disclaims  the 
pomps  and  fooleries  af  life.  The  duke  iscon- 
science ;  the  savage  dog,  is  the  flesh^  which 
alarms  the  falcon^  that  is,  divine  Grace.  The 
wife  is  the  human  soul ;  the  clothes  in  which 
the  emperor  was  at  last  arrayed,  are  the  vir- 
tues  that  befit  the  true  sovereign,  that  is^  the 
good  Christian. 
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TALE   LX. 


OF  AV  ARICE  AND  IT8  SüBTLETY, 


A  CERTAiN  king  had  an  only  daughter,  re- 
markable  for  the  beauty  and  dignity  of  her 
person.  She  was  called  Rosamond ;  and  at 
the  early  age  of  ten  years,  she  proved  sa  swift 
a  runner^  that  she  inyariably  attained  the  goal 
before  her  competitor  had  proceeded  half  way. 
The  king  caused  it  to  be  proclaimed,  that 
whosoever  should  surpass  his  daughter  in 
speed,  should  marry  her,  and  succeed  to  the 
throne :  but  in  the  event  of  a  failure  he  should 
lose  his  head.  This  latter  clause  was  wisely 
annexed  ;  for  the  lady  being  so  beautiful,  and 
the  reward  so  vast,  an  infinite  crowd  of  rivals 
would  have  eagerly  presented  themselves. 
And  even  with  the  heavy  penalty  before  them, 
numbers  permitted  themselves  to  be  buoyed 
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up  by  the  hope  of  success^  to  attempt,  and  to 
perish  in  tbe  attempt     But  it  happened  that 
a  poor  man^   called  Abibas^  inhabited  that 
country,  who  thus  communed  with  himself. 
"  I  am  very  poor,  and  of  a  base  extraction ; 
if  I  may  overcome  this  lady  and  marry  her, 
not  only  »hall  I  be  promoted  myself,  but  all 
who  are  of  my  blood."    The  incitement  was 
too  powerful  for  his  resistance,  and  he  deter- 
xained  to  make  the  trial.     But  wiser  than  the 
rest,  }ie  took  the  three  following  precantions« 
First,  he  framed  a  curious  garland  of  roses» 
of  which  he  had  ascertained  that  the  lady 
was  derotedly  fond.    Then,  he  pröcured  a 
Zone  of  the  finest  silk,  from  a  conviction  that 
most  damsels  were  partial   to   this  sort  of 
clothing.    And,  lastly,  he  booght  a  silkeB 
bag,  in  which  he  deposited  a  golden  ball 
bearing  the  following  inscription  $  "  Whoso- 
ever  plays  with  me,  shall  nerer  satiate  of 
play."    These  three  things  he  placed  in  his 
bosom,  and  knocked  at  the  palace-gate.    Th^ 
porter  enquired  his  business  $  and  he  stated 
bis  wish  in  the  usual  form, 

It  happened  that  the  princess  herseif  stood 
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at  a  Window  close  by,  and  beard  Abiba»  ex- 
press  bis  inten tion  to  run  with  her.  Observing 
that  he  was  poor^  and  bis  attire  tbreadbare  and 
rent^  she  despised  bim  from  her  vexy  beart« 
Howeyer  she  prepared  to  nm ;  and  eveiy  tbing 
being  in  readiness^  they  commeneed  the  Face« 
Abibas  would  soon  bare  been  left  at  a  consi« 
derable  distance ;  bat  taking  the  garland  of 
roses  from  its  repository,  he  skilfully  pitcbed  it 
upon  her  bead.  Delighted  with  the  odour  ai^ 
beauty  of  the  flowers,  the  young  lady  paused 
to  examine  it ;  and  Abibas  took  advaittage  of 
her  forgetfulness  and  adyanced  rapidly  toward 
the  goal.  Tbis  awoke  her  to  a  recoUection 
of  what  was  going  forward>  and  orying  aloud, 
"'Nerer  shall  the  daughter  of  a  prince  be 
united  to  tbis  miserable  elown/'  she  threw 
the  garland  from  her  into  a  deep  well^  and 
rnshed  onward  like  a  wbirlwind.  In  a  few 
moments  she  overtook  the  youth,  and  extend«* 
ing  her  band,  Struck  bim  upon  the  Shoulder» 
exciaiming,  **  Stop,  foolish  tbing ;  bppest 
thou  to  marry  a  princess  ?*'  Just  as  she  was 
on  the  point  of  repassing  bim,  he  drew  forth 
the  Silken  girdle,  and  cast  it  at  her  feet,   The 
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temptation  again  proved  too  strong  for  her 
resolution^  and  she  stooped  to  gather  it. 
Overjoyed  at  the  beauty  of  its  texture  she 
must  bind  it  round  her  waist ;  and  whilst  she 
did  tbis,  Abibas  had  recovered  more  ground 
than  he  had  lost.  As  soon  as  the  fairracer 
perceived  the  consequences  of  her  foUy, 
she  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears^  and  rending 
the  Zone  asunder,  hurried  on.  Having  again 
overtaken  her  adversary,  she  seized  him  by 
the  arm^  striking  him  smartly  at  the  same 
time :  **  Fool,  thou  shalt  not  marry  me ;"  and 
immediately  she  ran  faster  than  before.  Bot 
Abibas,  springing  forward,  threw  at  her  feet 
the  bag  with  the  golden  ball.  It  was  impos- 
sible  to  forbear  picking  it  up ;  and  equally 
impossible  not  to  open  it  and  peep  at  its  Con- 
tents. She  did  sa;  but  reading  the  inscrip- 
tion,  '*  Who  plays  with  me  shall  never  ss^iate 
of  playing,"  she  played  so  much  and  so  long, 
that  Abibas  came  first  to  the  goal  and  married 
her.  (69) 
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APPLICATION. 

My  belovedy  the  king  is  Christ ;  the  daugh* 
ter  is  the  soul^  and  Abibas  is  the  devil^  who 
provides  various  seductions  to  draw  us  from 
the  goal  of  heaven. 


TALE  LXI. 


OF  REFLECTION. 


The  emperor  Claudius  had  an  only  daughter 
who  was  incomparably  beautiful.  As  he  lay 
in  bed,  he  reflected  seriously  upon  the  best 
mode  of  disposing  of  her.  "  If,"  thought  he, 
"  I  should  marry  her  to  a  rieh  fool,  it  will  oc- 
casion  her  death.  But  if  I  bestow  her  upon 
a  wise  man,  although  he  be  poor,  his  own  wit 
will  procure  him  riches  *." 

*  It  was  a  maximof  Themiftooles,  that  his  danghter  had  better 
marrj  a  man  withont  an  estate»  than  an  estate  without  a  mao. 


Now  it  happened,  that  there  dwelt  in  the 
city  a  philosopher  called  Socrates,  whom  the 
king  rery  greiatly  esteemed.  This  persOn  wa« 
sent  for,  and  thus  addressed,  '^  My  good 
fiiend^  I  design  to  eapouse  you  to  my  only 
daughter.'^  Socrates,  overjoyed  at  the  pror 
posal^ expressed  his  gratitude  as  hebest  coold. 
'*  But/'  continued  the  emperor,  *'  take  her 
with  this  condition  ;  that  if  she  die  first,  you 
shall  not  survive  her."  The  philosopher  as- 
sented;  the  nuptials  were  solemnized  with 
great  splendour,  and  for  a  length  of  time 
their  happiness  was  uninterrupted. 

But  at  last  she  sickened^  and  her  death 
was  hourly   expected.     This  deeply  afflict- 
ed   Socrates^   and  he  retired  into  a  neigh- 
boüring  forest  and  gave  free  conrse  to  his 
alarm.    Whilst  he  was    thus    occupied,  it 
chanced  that  king  Alexander  (60)  hunted  ia 
the  same  forest ;  and  that  a  soldier  of  his 
guard  discemed  the  philosopher,  and  rode  up 
to  him.     "  Who  art  thou  V  asked  the  soldier, 
*'  I  am/'  replied  he,  "  the  servant  ofmy  mäs- 
tet ;  and  he  who  is  the  servant  of  my  master 
is  the  lord  of  thine.''    "  How  V  cried  the 
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oihet,  ^'  tbere  is  not  a  greater  porson  in  the 
unirerse  than  he  whom  I  serve.  Bvt  sinee 
you  are  pleased  to  say  otherwise,  I  will  p^< 
sently  lead  yoa  to  him ;  and  we  will  bear  who 
thy  lord  is."  Accordin^y,  he.  was  brougbt 
befbre^Alexander.  '*  Friend>"  said  the  king> 
"  eoncerning  whom  dost  thou  say,  that  his 
servant  is  my  master?''  The  j^ilosopher 
afiswered, ''  My  master  is  reason ;  his  servant 
is  the  will.  Now  dost  thou  not  govem  thy 
kingdom  aceording  to  thedictates  of  thy  will  ? 
Thfgrefore,  thy  will  is  thy  master.  But  tiie 
will  is  the  sertant  of  my  master.  So  that 
what  I  said  is  true,  and  thou  caost  not  dis- 
prore  it."  Alexander,  wondering  at  the  man's 
wit,  candidly  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and 
ever  after  mied  both  himself  and  bis  king- 
dom by  the  ]aws  of  reason. 

Socrates,  howeyer^  entered  faither  into  the 
forest,  and  wept  bitterly  over  the  expected 
decease  of  his  wife.  In  the  midst  of  his  dis- 
tress  he  was  accosted  by  an  old  man  who  in- 
habited  that  part  of  the  wood ;  "  Master," 
said  he,  "  why  art  thou  afflicted  ?"  ''  Alaa !'» 
^M^swered  the  other,   *'  I  have  espoused  (he 
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daughter  of  an  emperor  upon  the  condition, 
that  if  she  die  I  should  die  with  her  :  she  is 
now  on  the  point  of  death^  and  my  life  there- 
fore  will  certainly  be  required/'  *'  What!" 
Said  the  old  man,  ''  grievest  thou  for  this? 
Take  my  counsel,  and  thou  shalt  be  safe 
enough.  Tliy  wife  is  of  royal  descent;  let 
her  besmear  her  breast  with  some  of  her  fa- 
ther's  blood.  Then,  do  thou  search  in  äie 
depths  of  this  forest,  where  thou  wilt  find 
three  herbs  :  of  one  of  them  make  a  bererage 
and  administer  it  to  her ;  the  other  two  beat 
into  a  plaster,  and  apply  it  to  the  a£9icted 
part.  If  my  instructions  are  exactly  attended 
to,  she  will  be  restored  to  perfect  health."* 
Socrates  did  as  he  was  directed ;  and  his  wife 
presently  recovered.  When  the  emperor  knew 
how  he  had  striven  to  find  a  remedy  for  his 
wife's  disorder,  he  loaded  him  with  riches 
and  honours. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  is  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ^  the  daughter  is  the  soul,  giyen  toman 
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on  condition  that  should  it  be  destroyed  by 
sin,  he  also  should  lose  etcrnallife,  The  priest 
is  the  church,  where  health  and  »afety  may  be 
found.  The  old  man  is  a  wise  confessör, 
and  Alexander  is  the  world. 


TALE    LXIL 


OF  THE  BBAUTY  OF  A  FAITHFUL  MINO. 


When  Salus  was  emperor,  there  lived  a  very 
beautiful  woman  whose  name  was  Florentina. 
She  was  so  remarkably  handsome,  that  tbree 
kings  sought  her  love,  by  one  of  whom  she 
was  abused»  This  occasioned  a  war  between 
them,  and  great  numbers  of  men  feil  on  both 
sides.  But  the  nobles,  unwilling  to  see  so 
much  waste  of  blood,  interfered^  and  address- 
ingthe  emperor^  bade  him  observe,  thatunless 
a  stop  was  put  to  the  virulent  animosity  which 
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d4iri(ted  tkem,  idie  nthob  Jungdom  «ronld  be 
antfikUftted,  '  The  «tnperoc, .  dmfy  oeiisideriiig 
39dbiM^  had  k^u  said»  direoted  fetten^  impiess- 
^  ^th  die  royal  signet»  to  be  sent  to  theiur 
occasion  of  the  war ;  by  wlddi^iwitjHnii.debjr, 
she  was  commanded  to  appear  before  him.  A 
herald  bore  the  mandate,  but  before  he  could 
deliver  it,  she  died.  The  herald,  therefore, 
returned,  and  the  emperor,  very  much  regret- 
ting  that  he  had  lost  isight  of  so  beautiful  a 
woman,  caused  all  the  best  artists  in  the  king- 
dorn  to  be  summoned  into  his  presence.  When 
they  were  ^ssembledy  he  spoke  as  foUows: 
"  My  friends»  the  reasoa  that  I  have  sent  for 
you  is  this.  There  was  a  very  beautiful  woman, 
named  Florentina,  for  ithtiu^  love'a  great  ntuii- 
bet  of  inen  have  lost  theit  lives.  She  died  be- 
fore I  had  an  opportauity  of  seeing  her.  Do 
ye  ^,  therefore^ paint  her  to  the  life,  us  «be 
was  in  all  her  beauty.  Thus  Bhall  I  discover 
t^hereföre  so  many  were  sacrificed/'  The  ar- 
tists answeved,  "  Your  majesty  wishes  a  tiiing  * 
which  is  very  difficult  to  "execute.  Her  beanty 
was  so  surpasffing,  that  not  all  the  artists  in 
the  woild,  lEJave  one,  wouM  1)e  able  to  do  her 


justice ;  and  he  bides  himself  amongst  the 
mountains.   But  he  alone  can  perfectly  fiilfil 
your<leßires."    On  receiving  this  infonnation, 
messengers  were  despatcbed  in  pursuit  of  him. 
He  was  soon  found,  and  bsought  before  the 
curious  monarch,  who  commanded  hun  to 
paint  Florentina  as  sbe  appeared  when  liring ; 
and  if  he  did  it^  bis  peward  sbould  be  royal. 
"  Your  recjuest  is  extremely  difficult/'  said 
the  painter^  **  neverthelesB^  cause  all  the  beaii- 
tiiul  women  in  your  kingdom  to  come  before 
me  for  an  hour  at  least,  and  I  will  do  as  you 
desire."     The  emperor  complied^  and  made 
them  stand  in  bis  presence.    From  these  the 
artist  selected  four,  and  permitted  the  rest 
to  retum  home.      Then  he  commenced  bis 
labours.      First^  he  laid   on  a  coat  of   red 
colour ;  and  whatever  was  exquisitely  beautiful 
in  the  four  women,  that  he  copied  in  bis  painting« 
In  this  manner  it  received  its  completion ;  and 
whea  the  emperor  beheld  it,  be  said,  "  Oh, 
Florentina,  had  you  lived  to  etemity,  you 
öught  to  have  loved  fbat  painter  who  has  re- 
[iiösepted  you  in  ßo  much  beauty ." 
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APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  Is  God  ;  the  beaa- 
iiful  Florentina  is  the  soul.  The  three  kings, 
the  devil,  the  world^  and  the  iiesh .  The  nobles 
are  the  patriarchs  and  prophets,  who  were  the 
mediators  between  God  and  man.  The  pain- 
ters  are  the  angels  and  men^  amongst  whom 
there  was  found  no  one  who  would  rescue  the 
soul  from  death.  The  artist  who  came  irom 
the  mountains  is  Christ.  The  red  colour  is 
blood ;  the  four  women  are  existence^^rowth» 
feeling,  and  understanding. 


TALE   LXIIL 


OF  THE  PLEASURES  OF  THIS  WORLD, 


The  EmperorVespasianhadadaughtercallet 
Aglaes,  whoseloveliness  was  greaterthan  thaj 
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6f  all  other  women.  It  happened  that  as  she 
stood  opposite  to  him  on  a  certain  occasion^ 
he  considered  her  very  attentively,  and  thea 
addressed  her  as  foUows :  **  My  beloved 
daughter,  thy  beauty  merits  a  loftier  title  than 
thou  hast  yet  received.  I  will  change  thy 
name :  henceforward,  be  thou  called  the  lady 
op  coMFORT,  in  sign  that  whosoever  looks 
upon  thee  in  sorrow,  may  depart  in  joy." 

Nowthe  emperorpossessed^  near  bis  palace, 
a  delicious  garden^  in  which  be  frequently 
walked.  Proclamation  was  made^  that  whoso* 
everwished  to  marryhis  daughter^shouldcome 
to  the  palace  and  remain  in  this  garden  the 
Space  of  three  or  four  days ;  when  they  quitted 
it,  the  ceremony  should  take  place.  Immense 
crowds  were  allured  by  the  apparently  easy 
terms  of  the  notice ;  they  entered  the  garden» 
but  were  never  again  seen.  Not  one  of  them 
retumed.  Bat  a  certain  knight^  who  dwelt  in 
some  remote  country,  hearing  of  the  condi- 
tionsHl>y  which  the  daughter  of  a  great  king 
might  beespoused,  came  to  the  gate  of  the  pa-« 
lace  and  demanded  entrance.  On  being  intro-»; 
daced  to  the  emperor^  he  spoke  thus:  "  I  hear  it 

l3 


^2  OE  THB  KJBASTJRBS 

oommoidy  repoüted,  my  lord^  tbat  #hQ»eTer 

enters  your  gatrden  shall  espotise  your  daugb- 

ter*     For  this  purpose  I   cofiae."     "  Eat» 

then/'  84id  the  emperor ;  "  on  thy  retum  tbon 

shall  marty  her.*"    "  But,"  ^ded  ihe  knight, 

'^  I  salieit  cme  boon  of  your  majeaty.    Before 

I  enter  the  garden,  I  would  eotreat  an  oppor« 

taiiity  of  comrersing  a  short  titne  with  the 

lady."  "  I  have  no  objection  to  that,"  säid  the 

empäroT.    She  was  called^  and  the  kndght  ao 

coäted  her  in  thesef  words.    "  Fair  damfiel, 

Üiou  hast  teen  called  the  Lad^  of  Comßnrt, 

becanse  every  one  Who  enters  thy  pr^seoce 

soiftcmfal,  reftiins  oontented  and  happy.    I, 

thetäTore^  approach  th^e  sad  «yid  desolate— 

give  me  the  means  toleaTe  thee  in  happiness; 

many  hä^e  entered    thfö  garden«   but  never 

any  re-appeared.    If  th6  S9.nie  chance  happen 

to  me — alas  !  that  I  should  have  sought  thee 

in  fliarriage/'    "  I  Will  teil  thee  the  toith," 

said  the  lady^  ''  and  convert  thy  unhappiness 

intö  plesLsure«      lu  that  gardett  there  is  an 

aiormdüs  lion  which  deirour»  every  oHe  yfho 

enters  with  the  hope  of  mdjriying  rhe,    Axm 

thyself,  therefore^  cap-a-pee,  and  cover  yout 


]a»r^  entered  tke  gxrden  the  lion  will  ruah  to* 
wardyou;  attadchbimanfaUy^ttodwhcai  jeii 
aie'Wterj,  leave  hin.  Tfaen  will  he  inatantty 
seise  yon  by  tlie  arm  'ov  leg  ;  \mi  in  aa  doing^ 
tbe  fiax  will  adhere  to  hia  teetfa»  and  ba  will  be 
unaUtt  tö  hurt  yon«  As  Boon  a«  yoa  paroeive 
diis>  imäieath  yoi»r  enkrord  and  »parate  Ua 
bead  firom  hia  body*  Beaidea  the  ferociona 
animal  I  hwire  described^  there  ia  anoAer  daa* 
ger  to  be  overcome.  There  is  büt  one  entnaem, 
and  so  intricate  are  the  labyrinths,  that  egress 
is  nearly  impossible  without  assistance.  But 
here  also  I  will  befriend  you.  Take  this  ball 
of  thread^  and  attach  one  of  the  ends  to  the 
gate  as  you  enter^  and  retaining  the  line«  pasa 
ioto  the  garden.  But^  as  you  love  your  life^ 
beware  that  you  lose  not  the  thread."  (61) 
The  knight  exactly  observedalltheseinatruc- 
tions.  Having  armed  himself,  he  entered  the 
garden ;  and  the  lion^  with  open  mouth,  rushed 
forward  to  devour  him.  He  defended  himself 
resolntely;  and  when  his  strength  failed  he 
leapt  a  few  paces  back.  Then,  as  the  lady  had 
said^  the  lion  seized  upon  the  knight's  arm ; 

l4 


224  OF  THE  PLEA8URES,  &C* 

but  entangling  bis  teetb  in  tbe  üsx,  he  cüd 
bim  no  injury ;  and  tbe  aword  presenüy  putaa 
end  to  tbe  combat.  Unbappily,  however^  he 
let  go  tbe  tbread,  and  in  great  trtbulatioa 
wandered  abonttbe  gardenfortbreedayidili- 
gently  seeking  tbe  lost  clue.  Towards  night  he 
discovered  it^  and  with  no  small  joy,  bastened 
back  to  tbe  gate«  Tben  loosening  tbe  thread«  he 
bent  bis  way  to  tbe  presence  of  tbe  emperor; 
and  in  due  time  tbe  lady  of  comfort  be- 
came  bis  wife,  (62) 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  tbe  emperor  is  Christ;  the 
lady  of  comfort^  is  tbe  kingdom  of  heaven. 
The  garden,  is  the  world ;  the  Hon,  the  deviT» 
The  ball  of  thread^  represents  baptism,  by 
whicb  we  enter  into  the  world* 


OF  THE  IKCARKATIOK.  2^ 


TALE  LXIV. 


OF  THE  INCARNATION  OF  OUE  LORD. 


A  CERTAiN  king  was  remarkable  for  ihree 
qualities.  Firstly,  he  was  braver  than  all  men ; 
secondly,  he  was  wiser;  and  lastly,  more 
beautiful.  He  lived  a  long  time  unmarried'; 
and  his  counsellors  would  persuade  him  to 
take  a  wife.  '^  My  friends,"  said  he,  "  it  is 
clear  to  you  that  I  am  rieh  and  powerful 
enough  ;  and  therefore  want  not  wealth.  Go, 
then,  through  town  and  conntry,  and  seekme 
out  a  beautiful  and  wise  virgin ;  and  if  ye  can 
find  such  a  one^  however  poor  she  may  be^  I 
wiU  marry  her."  The  command  was  obeyed ; 
tbey  proceeded  on  their  search,  until  at  last 
they  discovered  a  lady  of  royal  extraction 
with  the  qualifications  desired.  Büt  th^  king 
was  not  so  easily  satisfied,  and  determined  to 
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pat  her  wisdom  to  the  test.  He  sent  to  the 
lady  by  a  herald  a  piece  of  linen  clotb,  tbree 
inches  Square ;  and  bade  her  contrive  to 
make  for  him  a  »hirt  exactly  fitted  to  big 
body^  "  Then/'  added  he,  "  she  shall  bemy 
wife/'  The  messeriger,  thus  commissioned, 
departed  on  his  errand,  and  respectfully  pre^ 
sented  the  cloth,  with  the  reqüest  of  tbe  king. 
"  How  can  I  comply  with  it,"  exclaimed  the 
lady,  '^  when  the  cloth  is  but  three  inchis 
Square  ?  It  is  impossible  to  make  a  sbirt  of 
thAt ;  btit  bring  me  a  vessel  in  which  I  may 
itork5  and  I  promise  to  make  the  shizt  long 
enough  ibr  the  bödy«'^  Tbe  messenger  re- 
tumedi  ^ith  :th&  reply  €£  the  .virgis,  and 
the  king  knifaedistely  Hedt  a  sunaptuoiiB 
▼eilsel^  by. Dieatis  of  Trhioh  ähe.  extended 
tbe  doth  to  the  requi^ed  size,  atid  coäipleted 
the  Shirt.*  Whereupon  the  wüe  king  msitied 
her. 

iij  beloted«  the  king  is  Qdd  I  thevilgw, 
ihk  nöther  of  Christ ;  ivho  waii  also  the  «^iows 
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vjsilsel.  By  the  mesi^iigerr  m  meaat  (Subr iel; 
The  cloth,  i»  the  Gfftoe  of  God,  i»hi(^>  by  prc^- 
per  care  and  Iftbour»  is  mad^  sii^Ekieat  for 
man's  salvation. 


TALE    LXV. 


OF  THE  CÜRS  OF  THK  SOiJU 


A  KI196  otkce  ündertoolt  a  joiirney  from  oxtt 
»tale  tö  anotkear.  After  inüch  trave),  be  came 
10  a  tevtain  eroM,  ^idi  was  cöreredwith  iv- 
seriftionii.  On  one  nde  wa»  writtc(ü>  "  Ob, 
king,  if  you  ride  this  way,  you  yourself  will 
find  good  entertainment,  but  your  horse  will 
get  nothing  to  eat.**  Off  another  part  ap- 
peared  as  foUows :  "  If  you  ride  this  road, 
yotip  hörte  wiH  be  admimbiy  att^i^^  to,  but 
yoü  will  get  nothing  for  yoarseif/*  Agttiip,  on  a 
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third  place  was  inscribed :  **  If  you  walk  thU 
path,  you  will  find  entertainment  both  for 
yourself  atnl  horse;  but  before  you  depart, 
you  will  be  miserably  beaten."  On  a  fourth 
part  of  the  cross  it  was  said :  "  If  you  walk 
this  way,  tbey  will  serve  you  diligently,  but 
tbey  will  detain  your  horse,  and  oblige  yoa 
to  proceed  the  rest  of  your  jouraey  on 
foot/'  When  the  king  bad  read  the  inscrip- 
tions,  he  began  to  consider  which  of  the  evils 
he  should  chuse. .  He  determined  at  length 
upon  the  first ;  '*  For,^  said  he  learnedly, "  I 
shall  fare  very  well  myself,  though  my  horse 
starre ;  aivd  the  nightwiUsoonpass  away."  On 
this,  he  Struck  the  spurs  into  bis  horse ;  and 
«rrived  ät  the  castleof  aknight  who  entreated 
him  courteously,  but  gave  bis  steed  little  ot 
nothing.  In  the  moming,  he  rode'  on  to  bis 
own  palace,  and  related  all  that  he  had  seen. 


APPLICATION 


My  beloTed,  the  king  is  any  good  ChristiiD, 
who  jouri^eys  for  the  saftty  of  his  soul.    The 
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borse  which  he  rides  is  the  body>  composed 
of  the  four  elements.  The  oross  is  conscience, 
which  points  out  the  way»  and  explains  the 
ßOQsequences  attending  it« 


TALE   LXVr 


OF  CONSTANCY. 


Therb  once  liyed  a  king  who  had  a  beautifui 
and  beloved  daughter.  After  his  death,  she 
succeeded  to  the  throne^  butbeing  youngand 
unprotected,  a  certain  tyrannical  duke  came 
.to  her^  and,  by  means  of  large  promises,  won 
her  to  dishonor»  When  his  iniquitous  pur- 
pose  was  accomplished,  the  girl  wept  bit- 
terly ;  and  aoon  after  the  tyrs^nt  expelled  h<etr 
from  the  inheritance.  Thus  reduced  from 
the  splendours  of  royalty,  to  the  lowest  State 


SSO  Ol'  COKSTANCnr« 

öf  wretchednes«,  she  solicited  alms  of  th^ 
passengers.  It  bappened  thaf  as  sfae  stt 
weeping  by  the  way  side,  a  certidn  knigbt 
passed  by,  and  observing  her  great  b^aa^ 
became  enamoured  of  her.  "  Fair  lady," 
Said  he,  "  what  are  you?"  "  I  am/'  replied 
the  weeping  girl,  *'  the  only  daughter  of  a 
king,  after  whose  death,  a  tyrant  seduced  and 
abused  me,  and  then  deprived  me  of  my  in- 
heritance."  *'  Well/*  returned  the  knight, 
^*  are  you  willing  to  marry  me  ?*'  "  Oh !  my 
lord/'exclaimed  she, "  I  desire  it  beyond  any 
thing  that  could  happen."  **  Then  plight  me 
your  faith,"  said  the  knight ;  **  promise  to  re- 
ceive  no  one  for  your  husband  but  me,  and  I 
will  itakef  war  üpoti  Ihe  tjrrant,  äild  reinstate 
yoü  in  your  possessions.  Bat  if  I  fkll  in  the 
aönüitt,  I  etitreat  yoü  to  retdifi  my  blöo^ 
^ifind  nnder  your  cat6,  in  te^iätiony  öt  afibe- 
iioft ;  that  in  case  any  öne  hei^aft^t'  i^htdl  ä^ 
site  your  love,  yöü  Aiay  rem^mber  the  prööf 
I  havö  given  of  tay  attaelitCkeiit  aiid  d6vöti<>ft 
tö  yonf  ^^ice/'  "  I  ptomise  faithfuUy^'*  rö- 
tumed  she,  "  tö  comply  ^ith  yout  wiilhes : 
bat,  öh !  may  yönr  lx(e  be  safe  as  iny  affißc 


tion !"  The  knight  therefore  armed  himself^ 
and  proceeded  to  engage  the  tyrant,  who  had 
heard  of  his  Intention,  and  prepared  for  the 

• 

attack.  The  soldier,  however,  overcame  him^ 
and  cut  ofF  his  head  t  but,  receiving  a  mortal 
wound,  he  died  on  the  third  day.  The  lady 
bewailed  his  death,  and  hung  up  his  bloody 
armour  in  her  hall.  She  visited  it  frequently, 
and  washed  it  with  bitter  tears.  Many  noble- 
men  sought  to  espouse  her,  and  made  magni-> 
ficent  promises ;  but  invariably  before  return- 
ing  an  answer,  she  eiitered  the  hall  t>f  the 
bloody  armour,  and  surveying  it  stedfastly^ 
exclaimed,  amid  abundänce  of  tears,  ''  Oh! 
thoK,  who  derotedst  tfay^elf  to  death  for  one 
so  un  wprthy>  and  restpreds  t  nae  my  kingdom ! — 
färbe  it  from  me  to  abjure  my  plighted  faith.'' 
Then  returning  to  those  who  sought  her  lore, 
she  declared  her  resolution,  never  to  unite 
herseif  with  ano^her,  but  to  remaii^  single  te 
tlie  end  of  her  life.    And  so  it  was  done  *• 


*  See  Tale  XXV«,  which  differs  bat  Uttl&r 
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APPLICATION,  . 

•  My  beloved,  the  king  is  our  heavenly  Fa- 
ther;  and  the  daughter  is  the  soul  sedaced 
by  the  devil.  The  wayside  is  the  world.  The 
soldier  who  rode  past^  is  the  Son  of  God;  the 
bloody  armour  is  his  death  and  passion. 


TALE    LXVIL 


OF  EXCVSBS  WHICH  ARE  KOT  TO  B£ 
ADMITTEi)  IN  EXTREME  CASES. 


The  emperor  Maximian  was  renownedforthe 
/wisdom  of  his  government.  In  his  reign, 
there  lived  two  knights^  the  one  wise  and  the 
other  foolish^  but  who  had  a  mutual  ^egard 
for  each  other.  "  Let  us  make  an  agreemenC 
Said  the  wise  knight,  "  which  will  be  advan- 
tageous  to  both."  The  other  assented,  and  by 
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the  direction  of  bis  friend^  proceeded  to  draw 
blood  from  bis  rigbt  arm.  "  I,"  said  the  latter, 
"  will  drink  of  thy  blood,  and  tbou  of  mine ;  so 
that  neitber  in  prosperity  or  in  advemty,  »ball 
our  covenant  be  broken,  and  wbatsoever  tbe 
one  gains,  sball  be  divided  witb  tbe  otber/^ 
The  foolisb  knigbt  agreed ;  and  tbey  ratified 
the  treaty  by  a  draught  of  each  otber's  blood. 
After  this,  tbey  botb  dwelt  in  tbe  same  man- 
sion.  Now  the  lord  of  that  country  bad  two 
cities,  one  of  which  was  built  on  tbe  sunn* 
mit  of  a  lofty  mountain.  It  was  so  ordered, 
that  no  man  could  dwell  there,  unless  be 
possessed  great  wealtb ;  and  having  once  en- 
tered, be  must  remain  for  life.  Tbe  patb  to 
this  city  was  narrow  and  stony,  and  about 
mid-way,  three  knights  witb  a  large  army 
were  stationed.  Tbe  custom  was,  that  wbo- 
soever  passed  sbould  do  battle,  or  lose  bis 
life,  witbeyery  thing  thatbepossessed.  In  that^ 
city,  tbe  emperor  appointed  a  senescbal,  wbo 
received  without  exception  all  wbo  entered, 
and  ministered  to  tbem  according  to  tbeir 
condition.  But  tbe  otber  city  was  built  in  & 
Valley  ünder  tbe  mountain,  the  wa^  to  wbicJv 
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i^as  peffectly  level  and  pleasant.  Three  noi* 
diera  dwelt  there»  who  cheerfiilly  received 
wbomsoerer  came»  and  served  tbem  aGCordkg 
%o  their  pleasure.  In  tUs  city  also  &  seae^ 
chal  was  placed,  but  he  ordered  all  who  ap- 
proaebed  to  be  thrown  into  prison^  and  oa 
Ike  Coming  of  the  judge  to  be  condeou^, 

The  wise  knight  said  to  bis  coHipaniooi 
"  My  friend«  let  ^m  go  tbiougb  tbe  woiid 
as  othet  knigbts  are  wofit  to  do^^  (63)  and 
saek  our  fortune/'  His,  firiend  acquieaced^ 
tbey  sei  out  iq>on  tbeir  travels^  and  presently 
eaine  to  «  place  wbere  two  roads  met.  ''  Seei** 
said  the  wise  kni^t,  **  here  are  two  roads. 
The  one  leads  to  the  xK)blest  city  in  the  wofld, 
and  if  we  go  thither»  we  sball  obtain  wha<h 
soever  our  hearts  desire,  But  the  other  patlii 
Gondufets  to  a  city  which  is  built  in  a  Talky ; 
ii'  we  venture  there,  we  shall  be  thrown  into 
pridon»  and  afterwards  crucified.  I  adrige, 
tibereföre^  that  we  avoid  this  read,  and  pur- 
i^tie  the  other/'  "  My  friend/'  replied  the 
f^olish  knight,  *'  I  heard  long  ago  of  these 
two  cities;  but  the  way  to  that  upon  the 
mouHtain  ig  yery  narrow  and  ^ngerous,  be- 
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Ql^se  üf  thd  80Jk}iers  who  attack  tho«e  that 
ratet* ;  nay^  they  frequenüy  rob  and  nmrdear 
ä»em.  Bat  the  otber  way  U  open  and  broad  ^ 
and  the  soldierß  who  are  stationed  tbere  re- 
ceive  pas&engers  with  bospitality,  and  stipfi^y 
tbem  with  all  things  necessary«  This  is  Buf» 
ficiently  manifest;  I  mt  it,  and  had  rath^ 
believe  my  own  eyes  than  yoa."  "  It  is  true^** 
retamed  bis  companion/'^  one  way  is  difficnh 
to  walk  alongy  bat  tbe  otber  is  infinitely  wotnm 
at  the  end :  ignominy  and  crucifiiüon  will 
o^rtcünly  be  cur  doom»  Bat  fear  you  to 
walk  the  strait  road,  on  account  of  a  battle^ 
orbecause  of  robbers  ?  You^  who  are  a  boU 
dier,  and  therefore  in  daty  boond  to  fight  yu.^ 
UftHtly!  Howeyer,  if  yoa  will  go  with  me  the 
way  I  desire^  I  promise  to  precede  you  in  the 
attack ;  and  be  assared  with  your  aid  we  shall 
overcome  every  obstacle/'  '*  I  protest  to 
you,''  said  the  other, "  I  will  not  go  yoar  way, 
tut  will  take  mint  own/'  "  Well,"  replied, 
tbe  wi&e  knight,  *'  since  I  have  pledged  yon 
nay  word,  and  drank  yoar  blood  in  token  of 
fidßlity,  I  will  proceed  with  you,  thougk 
against  my  better  judgment/'  So  they  botl^ 
wjent  the  same  path. 
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Their  progress  was  extremely  pleasant« 
tili  they  reached  the  Station  of  the  three 
soldiers,  who  honorably  and  magnificently 
entertained  them.  And  here  the  foolish 
knight  Said  to  the  wise  one,  "  Friend,  did 
I  not  teil  thee  how  comfortable  this  way 
would  be  found  ;  in  all  which  the  other  is  de- 
ficient  V  ''  If  the  end  be  weU/'  replied  he, 
**  all  is  well ;  (64)  but  I  do  not  hope  it." 
With  the  three  soldiers  they  tarried  some 
time ;  insomnch  that  the  seneschal  of  the 
city,  hearing  that  two  knights,  contrary  to 
royal  prohibition^  were  approaching,  sent  out 
troOps  to  apprehend  them.  The  foolish  knight 
he  conunanded  to  be  bound  band  and  foot, 
and  thrown  into  a  well,  but  the  other  he  im- 
prisoned.  Now,  when  the  judge  arrired,  tJe 
malefactors  were  all  brought  before  him,  and 
amongst  the  rest,  our  two  knights — the  wiser 
of  whom  thus  spoke :  "  My  lord,  I  complain 
of  my  comrade,  who  is  the  occasion  of  my 
death.  I  declared  to  him  the  law  of  this  city, 
and  the  danger  to  which  we  were  exposed, 
but  he  would  not  listen  to  my  words,  nor 
abide  by  my  counsels.  *  I  will  trust  my 
eyes/  said  he,  *  rather  tban  you/    Now,  be-* 
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cause  I  had  taken  an  oatb  never  to  forsake 
him  in  prosperity  or  in  adversity,  I  accom- 
panied  him  hither.  But  onght  I  therefore  to 
die?  Pronounce  a  just  judgment/'  Then 
the  foolish  knight  addressed  the  judge :  ^^  He 
is  himself  tlie  cause  of  my  death.  For  every 
one  knows  that  he  is  reckoned  wise^  and  I  am 
uaturally  a  fool.  Ought  he  then  so  lightly  to 
have  surrendered  his  wisdom  to  my  folly? 
And  had  he  not  done  so,  I  should  have  re- 
tumed  to  go  the  way  which  he  went,  even  for 
the  solemn  oath  which  I  had  sworn.  And 
therefore^  since  he  is  wise,  and  I  am  foolish^ 
he  is  the  occasion  of  my  death."  The  judge, 
hearing  this,  spoke  to  both,  but  to  the  wise 
knight  first,  ''  Dost  thou  desenre  to  be 
called  wi8e>  who  listened  so  heedlessly  to  his 
foIIy  and  foUowed  him  ?  and,  fool  that  thou 
art!  why  didst  thou  not  credit  his  word  ?  By 
your  own  egregrious  folly  ye  are  both  justly 
doomed.  And  both  shall  be  suspended  on 
the  cross."    Thus  it  was  done. 


HSS  OF  HAIKTAINXKO 


APPLICATION« 

My  beloved^  the  emperor  is  Christ ;  the  two 
Juiights»  body  and  souI ;  of  which  the  last  is 
the  wise  one.  Inbaptism  they  were  united. 
They  drank  blood ;  that  is^  the  blood  in  tb 
veins  prevents  their  Separation^  and  preseives 
Jife.  The  two  ways  are  penitence  and  the 
world's  glory.  The  way  of  penitence  ig  njwr- 
row,  bat  the  other  is  broad  and  alluring. 
The  City  on  the  mountam  is  heaven;  that  In 
the  Valley  is  hell.  The  three  soldiers,  are  the 
World«  the  flesh,  and  the  devil»  8^c.  8cc. 
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TALE    LXVIIL 


OF  MAINTAINENÖ  TRUTH  TO  THE  hAST. 


In  the  reign  of  Gordian^  there  was  a  certain 
noble  soldier  who  had  a  fair  but  vicious  wife. 
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It  happened  that  her  husband^  having  occa- 
sion  to  traveU  tbe  lady  s&ai  for  her  gallant, 
and  rioted  in  every  excess  of  wickedness. 
NoW|  oae  of  ber  handmaids^  it  seems,  was 
«kilfiil  in  interpreting  the  seng  ef  birds ;  and 
ifi  the  ocmrt  of  tiie  Castle  there  were  thr ee 
eocks.{65)  During  the  night,  while  the  gal- 
lant  was  with  bis  mistress,  die  first  cock  be- 
gan  to  crow.  The  lady  heard  it,  and  said  to 
her  servant,  **  Deair  Iriend,  whit  says  yonder 
cock  V  She  replied^  **  That  you  are  grossly 
injuring  your  husband/'  "  Then,"  said  the 
lady,  "  kill  that  cock  without  delay/'  They 
did  so ;  but  soon  after,  the  second  cock  crew, 
and  the  lady  repeated  her  question.  ''  Ma- 
dam/' said  the  handmaid,  '^  he  says,  '  My 
companion  died  for  revealing  the  truth,  and 
for  the  same  cause,  I  am  prepared  to  die/  *' 
"  Kill  him,'*  cried  the  lady, — ^which  they  did. 
After  this,  the  third  cock  crew ;  "  What  says 
he  ?"  asked  she  again«  **  Hear,  see,  and  say 
nothing,  if  you  would  live  in  peace."  *'  Oh, 
oh  r  said  the  lady,  "  don't  kill  him/' 
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APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  emperor  is  God,  the  sol- 
dier,  Christ;  and  the  wife,  the  soul.  The 
gallant  is  the  devil.  The  handmaid  is  con- 
3cience.  The  first  cock  is  our  Sayiour,  who 
was  put  to  death ;  the  second  is  the  martyrs; 
and  the  third  is  a  preacher  who  ought  to  be 
earnest  indeclaring  the  truth^  but^beingde- 
terred  by  menaces^  is  afraid  to  utter  it. 


TALE    LXIX. 


OP  CHASTITY. 


The  emperor  Gallus  employed  a  singularly 
skilfiil  carpenter  in  the  erection  of  a  magni- 
ficent  palace.  At  that  period^  a  certain  knig&t 
lived  who  had  a  very  beautiful  daughter ;  and 
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who,  perceiying  the  extraordinary  sagacity  of 
tbe  artificer,  determined  to  gire  bim  the  lady 
in  marriage.  Calling  him,  therefore,  he  said, 
"  My  good  friend^  ask  of  me  what  you  will ; 
so  that  it  be  possible,  I  will  do  it,  provided 
you  marry  my  daughter/'  The  other  assented^ 
and  the  nuptial  rites  were  celebrated  accord^ 
ingly.  Then  the  mother  of  the  lady  said  to 
the  carpenter,  "  My  son,  since  you  have  be- 
come  one  of  our  family,  I  will  bestow  upon 
you  a  curious  shirt.  It  possesses  this  Singu- 
lar property,  that  as  long  as  you  and  your 
wife  are  faitbful  to  each  other^  it  will  neither 
be  rent,  nor  worn,  nor  stained.  But  if — 
which  heaven  forbid  !— either  of  you  prove ' 
unfaithful^  instantly  it  will  lose  its  virtue." 
The  carpenter^  very  happy  in  what  he  heard^ 
took  the  Shirt,  and  retumed.  great  thanks  for  > 
the  gift. 

A  short  while  afterward,  the  carpenter 
being  sent  for  to  superintend  the  build- 
ing  of  the  emperor's  palace,  took  with  him 
the  valuable  present  which  he  had  received; 
He  continued  absent  until  the  structure  was 
complete;  and  numbers,  observing  how  much 
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he  labored>  admired  tbe  freshness  and  spoikas 
purity  of  his  shirt.    Even  the  emperor  con- 
deacended  to  notice  it,  and  said  to  him, "  My 
maater^  how  is  it  that  in  despite  of  your  la- 
boriöus  ocoupation^  and  the  constant  use  of 
your  ahirt^  it  still  presenrea  its  color  and 
beauty  ?"    "  You  must  know,  my  lord,"  said 
he,  ''  that  as  long  as  my  wife  and  I  continue 
faithful  to  each  other^  my  shirt  retains  its  ori- 
ginal whiteness  and  beauty  ;  but  if  eitherof 
US  forget  our  matrimonial  yows,  it  will  suUy 
like  any  other  cloth."    A  soldiex,  overhear- 
ing  thia,  instantly  formed  the  design  of  prov- 
ing  the    fidelity  of  the  lady*      Wherefore, 
without  giyiog  s^Qy  cause  of  si^spicion  to  tbe 
carpenter,  he  seoretly  hastened  to  hia  house, 
and  soli^ited  bis  Yiifjdi  to  dishoi^or*    Sbe  re- 
ceived  him  with  an  a^^earajaee  of  pleasure, 
and  seemed  to  be  entirely  influenced  by  the 
aame  feelings.   "  B^t/'  added  she,  ''  in  tius 
place  we  are  ezposed  to  Observation ;  come 
with  me^  and  I  will  conduct  you  into  a  private 
chan^ber/'    He  foUowed  her,  a^d  clo^ing  tbe 
door,  f he  sa^d,  "  Wait  here  awhile ;  I  wUl 
roturn  pre^ently/'    Thus  she  did  every  day, 
all  the  time  supplying  him  only  with  bread 
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and  water.  Without  regard  to  lüs  ui^ency, 
she  compelled  him  to  endure  this  humiliating' 
treatment;  and  before  long,  two  other  soU 
diers  came  to  her  from  ihe  emperor's  court, 
with  the  same  evil  views.  In  like  manner, 
s|ie  decoyed  them  into  the  Chamber,  and  fed 
them  with  bread  and  water. 

The  sudden  disappearance,  however,  of  the 
three  soldiers,  gave  rise  to  mach  enquiry ;  and 
the  carpenter,  on  the  completion  of  his  labors, 
receiyed  the  stipulated  sum,  and  returned  tohis 
own  home.  His  Tirtuous  wife  met  him  with  joy, 
and  looking  upon  thespotless  shirt,exclaimed, 
"Bessed  be  God!  our  truth  is  made  apparent — 
there  is  not  a  Single  atain  upon  the  shirt.*'  To 
which  he  replied,  "  My  beloved,  during  the 
progress  of  the  bailding«three  soldiers,  one  after 
another,  came  to  ask  questions  about  the  shirt. 
I  related  the  fact,  and  since  that  time  nothing 
has  been  heard  of  them.'^  The  lady  smiled, 
and  Said,"  The  soldiers  respecting  whom you. 
feei  anxious,  thought  me  a  fit  subject  for  their 
improper  solicitation,  and  came  hither  with 
the  TÜest  intent.  I  decoyed  them  into  a 
remote  Chamber,   and  have  fed  thetn  with 
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bread  and  water/'  The  carpenter^  delighted 
with  this  proof  of  his  wife's  fidelity,  spared 
theit  Uvea,  and  liberated  them»  on  condition 
that  they  became  himest  men. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved^  the  emperor  is  God  ;  the  palacp 
is  the  human  heart.  The  soldier  who  mar- 
ried  his  daughter  to  the  carpenter  is  Christ; 
the  carpenter  is  any  good  Christian,  and  the 
mother  is  the  Church.  The  shirt  is  faith; 
the  three  soldiers  are  pride,  lusts  of  the  eyes» 
and  lusts  of  the  heart. 


TALE   LXX. 


OF  THE  COMPUKCTIOKS  OF  A  FAITHFUL 

MIND. 


A  CERTAiN  king  had  a  beautiful  and  wise 
daughter,  whom  he  was  desirous  of  marryiiig. 
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Bat  she  had  swom  never  to  unite  hemelf  with 
any  but  upon  three  conditions.  First,  he 
^as  to  State  accurately  and  suecinctly  how 
many  feet  there  were  in  the  length,  breadth, 
and  depth  of  the  four  elements.  >  Secondly» 
what  would  change  the  north  wind.  And 
thirdly»  by  what  means  fire  might  be  carried 
in  the  bosomwithout  injury.  When  the  king, 
therefore,  understood  his  daughter's  resolu^ 
tion,  he  proclaimed .  it  through  the  kingdom, 
and  promised  to  giye  her  in  marriage  to  whom- 
soever  performed  the  conditions.  Manyen^ 
deavoored,  but.fitiled;  until  at  lengthacer? 
tain  soldier  from  foreign  parts  heard  of  the 
girl's  oath.  He  hastened  to  the  palace,  con- 
veying  with  him  a  single  attendant,  and  an 
extremely .  fiery  horse.  On  being  admitted 
into  the  king's  presence,  he  said,  "  I  am  de* 
sirous  of  espousing  your  majesty's  danghter, 
and  I  amprepared  to  solve  the  questions 
which  bave  been  proposed.**  The  king  as- 
sented,  and  the  soldier  calling.  his  servant, 
conunanded  him  to  lie  upon  the  earth.  And 
when  he  was  thus  laid,  his  master  measured 
his  length  from  one  extremity  to  the  other. 
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When  he  had  done  thia,  he  said  to  the  king, 
"  My  lord,  your  fir»t  question  is  resolved;  I 
find  in  the  four  elemenU  scarcely  seven  fe^** 
''  How  r  replied  the  kmg,  "  What  has  tUs 
to  do  with  the  four  elements  ?"  "  My  lord," 
answered  the  soldier^  "  erery  man  aa  well  as 
every  aniinal,  is  composed  of  the  four  Cle- 
ments.   **  Amen,'*  said  the  king^  **  you  haye 
proved  tfais  very  satis&ctorily«    Nowthenfor 
the  second  condition ;  which  is  to  change  die 
wind."    Immediately  he  oaused  his  horse  to 
be  brought  into  Üihe  area  of  the  court»  foid 
there  administered  a  potion,  by  which  the 
animal  was  made  perfectly  quiet.    This  done 
he  tunied  his  horte*8  head  toward  the  Etst» 
and  said^  "  Observe,  my  lord,  the  wind  is 
changed  from  North  to  Bast."    "  How?''  an- 
swered  the  king,  ^  what  is  this  to  Hie  wind?" 
**  Sire,"  retümed  the  soldier,  "  is  it  notob- 
vious  to  your  wisdom  that  the  life  of  every 
animal  consists  in  his  breaih,  which  is  air? 
As  long  as  he  remained  toward  the  North, 
he  raged  fiercely^  and  his  snorting  was  exces- 
sive.     But  when  I  had  given  him  the  polion 
and  tumed  him  toward  the  East,  he  became 
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qniet  and  breathed  less,  and  in  a  different 
direction^  whej«ft»re»  the  vnnd  is  changed'^ 
"  This  also,"  said  the  king,  "  you  have  well 
prored ;  go  on  to  the  third/'  *'  My  lord/' 
replied  the  soldier,  "  this,  so  please  you,  I 
will  perform  before  all  your  court/'  Then, 
taking  up  a  handful  of  burüing  coals,  he  de- 
posited  them  in  his  bosom,  without  injury  to 
bis  flesh.  *'  Truly,"  exclaimed  the  king,  "  you 
have  done  very  well  in  these  matters  :  but 
teil  me,  how  happens  it  that  you  are  unhurt 
by  the  üre"  "  It  was  not,''  retumed  the 
soldier,  "  by  any  power  of  my  own,  but  by 
virtue  of  a  singular  stone,  which  I  always 
carry  about  witb  me.  And  whosoever  pos- 
sesses  this  stone  is  able  to  resist  the  hottest 
fire/'  The  king,  satisfied  that  the  conditions 
had  been  accurately  complied  with,  gare  Or- 
ders for  his  marriage  with  the  lady.  !He 
loaded  him  with  riches  and  honors,  and  they 
both  ended  their  days  in  the  greatest  happi- 
ness. 
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APPLICATiaN. 

My  beloved»  the  king  is  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  The  daughter  is  the  human  souL 
To  measure  the  elements^  is  to  subduethe 
lusts  of  the  flesh.  The  fiery  horse  is  any  siu- 
ner,  whom  repentance  changes,  Thefirein 
the  bosom  is  luxury»  pride^  avarice,  &c.  and 
the  stone  is  a  true  and  lively  faith  in  Christ 


TALE    LXXI. 


OP  AN  ETERNAL  RECOMPENCE. 


A  KING  made  a  great  feast,  and  despatcbed 
messengers  with  invitations,  in  which  the 
guests  were  promised  not  only  a  magnificent 
entertainment,  but  considerable  wealth«  Wiea 
the  messengers  had  gone  through  townand 
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coontry»  executing  eveiy  where  the  com« 
mands  of  their  king»  it  happened  that  there 
dwelt  in  a  certain  city  two  men»  of  whom  one 
was  valiant  and  robustly  made»  but  blind  ; 
while  the  other  was  lame  and  feeble,  but  his 
sight  was  excellent.  Said  the  blind  man  to 
the  lame,  "  My  friend»  our's  is  a  hard  case  ; 
for  it  is  spread  far  and  near  that  the  king 
gives  a  great  feast,  at  which  every  man  will 
reeeive  not  only  abundance  of  food  but  much 
wealth ;  and  thou  art  lame,  while  I  am  blind : 
how  then  shall  we  get  to  the  feast?"  **  Take 
my  counsel/*  replied  the  lame  man,  '*  and  we 
will  obtain  a  share  both  of  the  dinner  and 
wealth/*  *'  Verily,"  answered  the  other,  "  I 
will  follow  any  counsel  that  may  benefit  me." 
"  Well  then/'  returned  the  blind  man,  **  thou 
art  stout  of  heart^  and  robust  of  body,  and 
therefore^  thou  shalt  carry  me  on  thy  back 
who  am  lame  and  weak.  My  eyes  shall  be 
as  thine ;  and  thus,  for  the  loan  of  thy  legs, 
I  will  lend  thee  my  eyes  ;  by  means  of  which 
we  shall  reach  the  festival  and  secure  the  re- 
ward.**  *•  Be  it  as  thou  hast  said,"  replied  he 
of  the  legs ;  **  get  upon  my  back  immediately.** 

M  5 
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He  did  so ;  the  lame^an  pointed  the  way» 
and  the  other  carried  him.  They  arrived  at 
the  feast,  and  received  the  same  recompence 
as  the  rest.     (66) 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  king  is  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  prepared  the  feast  of  etemal  Ufe. 
The  blind  man  is  the  powerful  of  this  world, 
who  are  blind  to  their  future  safety.  The 
lame  man  is  any  devout  person,  who  has  no- 
thing  in  common  with  the  man  of  the  wojrld, 
but  sees  the  kingdom  which  is  to  come  ♦. 

*  The  latter  part  of  tbis  moraUgatiom  recommendf  "  ideliter 
viris  ecclesiasticis  decima»  dare,  Si  htec  feeeritis  nos  viri  reli- 
giofli  tenemar  robii  viam  salatis  ostendere  quomodo  poteritis  ad 
Titam  etemam  parreBire."  The  rnanka  nerer  forgot  tiu«--"  If 
yon  pajr  as,  we  will  shew  you  the  waj  j  eise,  find  it  o«t  job- 
self."    Sach  was  the  barden  of  their  song. 
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TALE    LXXII. 


OF  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  UNGRATEPUL 

MEN. 


A  CERTAIN  king  had  an  only  son,  whom  he 
ardently  loved.  When  the  boy  arrived.at 
man*s  estate^  day  after  day  he  solicited  his 
father  to  resign  the  kingdom^  and  deliver  to 
liimself  the  sovereign  power.  "  My  dear  son," 
ftaid  the  king,  ''  if  I  were  satisfied  that  you 
would  treatme  honourablyandkindly  doring 
the  remainder  of  my  life,  I  should  have  no 
objection  to  relincjuish  the  throne  to  you.^ 
The  son  answered^  "  My  lord^  I  will  bind  my* 
seif  by  an  oath  before  all  the  noblemen  of  the 
empire,  to  do  in  every  respeet»  m  a  son  ought 
to  do,  Be  confident  that  I  will  ihew  greater 
honour  to  you  than  to  myself/'  The  old  king 
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trusted  to  his  assurances,  and  resignedthe 
supreme  command,  But  no  sooner  was  he 
crowned,  and  seated  on  the  throne  of  his  an- 
cestors,  than  his  heart  underwent  a  total 
change.  For  a  few  years  he  gave  due  honoor 
to  his  indulgent  parent,  but  after  that  en- 
tirely  neglected  him.  This  unexpected  and 
unmerited  treatment»  naturally  exasperated 
the  old  king,  and  he  beganto  complain  to  the 
wise  men  of  the  empire,  that  his  son  had 
broken  the  contract.  They>  therefore,  having 
always  loved  the  father,  reproved  the  son  for 
his  ingratitude.  But  the  new  king  spurned 
them  from  him  with  fury ;  imprisoned  his 
father  in  a  Castle»  and  permitted  not  the 
smallest  access  to  him.  Here  he  often  en- 
dured  the  extremity  of  hunger,  and  every 
other  species  of  wretchedness. 

It  happened  that  the  kinghimself  once  passed 
the  night  in  the  same  Castle ;  and  the  father  sent 
to  him  the  foUowing  iEnessage — ''  Oh  my  son^ 
pity  thy  old  father  who  gave  up  every  thing  to 
thee.  I  suffer  thirst  and  hunger ;  and  deprived 
of  all  comfort— *even  of  wine  to  cheer  me  in  my 
infinnity-^I  draw  out  my  life.**    "  I  know 
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not,"  said  the  king,  **  that  there  is  wine  in 
this  Castle.*'  He  was  told  that  there  were 
five  casks  reposited  in  that  place,  but  that 
without  his  permission  the  seneschal  refused 
to  draw  wine  from  them.  "  Suffer  me,  my 
dear  son/'  said  the  unhappy  father,  "  suffer 
me  at  least  to  recruit  my  wasted  form  with 
the  first  of  these  casks."  The  son  refused, 
alle^ng  that  it  was  new,  and  therefore  preju- 
dicial  to  old  men.  **  Then/'  said  the  cid 
man,  "  give  me  the  second  cask."  "  I  will 
not  do  that/'  answered  the  king,  *'  because  it 
is  kept  for  my  own  drinking,  and  for  the 
young  noblemen  who  attend  me."  "  Yet  you 
will  surely  permit  me  to  take  the  third,"  con- 
tinued  his  father ;  "  No,"  replied  the  other, 
'*  it  is  very  streng,  and  you  are  so  weak  and 
infirm  that  it  would  kill  you."  "  The  fourth 
cask  then?'''said  he,  "  give  me  that." 

"  It  is  sour,  and  would  do  you  much  injury." 
"  But,"  urged  the  father,  "  there  is  a  fifth, 
allow  me  to  retain  it."  "  Oh,"  said  the  king, 
"  it  is  nothing  but  dregs ;  the  noblemen  sent 
it  to  destroy  thee  in  case  thou  wert  permitted 
to  drink  of  it."  The  poor  father  hearing  ex- 
cuses  like  these,  went  away  very  sorrowfui ; 
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but  secretly  wrote  letters  to  the  noblemen, 
declaring  how&e  had  been  treated,  and  im- 
ploiing  them  to  relieve  him  from  tbe  misery 
he  was  compelled  to  endure.  His  ill  nsage 
excited  their  pity  and  Indignation ;  tkey  re- 
stored  the  father,  and  tbrew  the  son  into  pri- 
aon,  where  he  died  ♦. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  king  is  Christ ;  and  the  son 
is  any  bad  Christian. 


TALE    LXXIII. 


OF  AVARICE^  WHICH  MAKES  MANY  BLIND« 


A  GERTAiN  king  of  Rome  decreed,  tiiat  every 
blind  man  should  annually  receiye  a  hundred 

*  Oar  nonerj-books  contaiii  a  ftory  not  milike  tbe  predeat 
A  father  resigns  bis  estates  to  an  ungratefol  son,  and  is  driren 
into  the  garret,  and  left  to  negleot  and  poyertj.  The  grandson 
pitiesi  and  bj  a  poSnted  speeeh*^hardlj  characterittie  ot  a  diitd 
--reproves»  and  tonohes  hia  parenVt  lieart. 


OF  AVA&ICE.  S$5 

Shillings  from  the  emperor.    It  happened  that 

twtnty-three  associates  came  into  die  tity  and 

entered  a  tavem  to  drink.    They  remained 

there  seven  days,  both  eating  and  drinking ; 

but  when  they  wonld  reckon  with  the  tavem- 

keeper,  they  had  not  sufficient  money  to  defray 

the  expence  of  Tvhat  they  had  consnmed. 

"  Friends/'  quoth  mine  host,  "  faere  be  want» 

ing  a  hnndred  Shillings.    I  teil  you,  of  a  cer* 

tainty,  ye  go  not  hence  tili  ye  have  paid  the 

uttennost  farthing."    This  rather  startled  the 

revellers,  who,  tuming  to  one  another,  ex- 

claimed, ''  What  shall  we  do?  We  cannotpay 

so  large  a  sum."     At  length  one  of  them  ob- 

served,  "  Listen  to  me ;  I  will  gire  you  die 

best  advice.     The  king  of  this  eountry  has 

decreed,  that  whosoever  is  blind  shall  receive 

from  his  treasnry  one  hnndred  Shillings.    Let 

ns  then  cast  lots»  and  npon  whomsoeyer  the 

lot  falls,  we  will  deprive  him  of  sight,  and  send 

him  to  the  king  for  the  promised  benerolence« 

Thtts  we  shall  depart  in  peace.'*    They  all 

agreed  that  the  counsel  was  exeellent;  and 

Casting  lots,  the  chance  feil  upon  the  con- 

trirer  of  the  expedient;  whose  eyes  they  im- 
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luediately  put  out.  He  was  then  led  to  thepa« 
lace.  Arriving  at  the  gate,  they  knocked  and 
wereadmitted  by  the  porter,  who  enquired  their 
business.  The  blind  man  {^iswered,  ''lam 
one  entitled,  from  my  deficiency  of  sight,  to 
the  benefit  of  the  royal  donation/'  "  Well," 
Said  the  porter,  "  I  will  inform  the.  senes- 
chal."  He  went  accordingly ;  but  the  wary 
seneschal  first  determined  to  examine  bis  exte* 
rior  before  he  delivered  the  money .  He  did  so, 
and  then  asked  what  he  wanted.  ''  A  hun- 
dred Shillings,^'  replied  he,  "  which  the  law. 
gives  to  every  blind  man/'  **  My  friend," 
Said  the  seneschal,  '*  if  I  am  not  greatly  mis- 
taken,^  I  saw  you  yesterday  in  a  tavem  with 
both  eyes  perfect.  You  misinterpret  the  law. 
It  relates  to  those  who,  by  some  natural  infir- 
mity,  or  by  accident,  become  blind — and 
against  which  there  was  no  defence.  Such 
the  law  protects  and  relieves.  But  you,  who 
voluntarily  surrendered  your  eyes  to  liquidate 
a  debt  incurred  by  the  most  unwarrantable 
gluttony,  can  have  no  claim  or  pretence  to  the 
royal  munificence.  Seek,  therefpre,  consola- 
tion  and  relief  elsewhere.'^    The  blind  man. 
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oirsing  his  foUy,  retired  in  great  confusion, 
irom  the  palace. 


^     APPLICATION. 

My  beloved^  the  law  in  the  story  is  the  law 
of  God.  He  who  6rrs  by  natural  infirmity,  or 
through  the  temptations  of  the  devil,  and  re- 
pents,  is  forgiven.  But  if  any  one,  from  pure 
malice^  shall  commit  sin^  and  fall  into  despair 
he  can  scarcely»  if  at  all,  be  pardoned.  The 
tavem-keeper  is  the  devil. 


TALE    LXXIV 


OF  FORE  SlOBT  AND  CARE 


A  KINO  had  an  only  son,  whom  he  tenderly 
loved.     He  caused  a  golden  apple  to  be  made 
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a.t  an  immense  expense ;  and  shbrdy  after  iti 
fabrication  he  sickened.  Finding  his  end  ap^- 
proach,  he  called  to  him  his  son,  and  spoke 
after  the  foUowing  manner.  '^  My  dear  son, 
if  it  please  Ood  that  I  should  not  recover  from 
the  sickneiss  under  which  I  suffer^  on  my  bles- 
sing  I  Charge  you^  travel  through  town  and 
country,  and  take  with  you  the  golden  apple 
which  I  caused  to  be  made ;  find  ont  the 
greatest  fool»  and  deliver  to  him  that  apple 
from  me.**  The  son  faithfully  promised  to  ex- 
ecute  his  parent's  wish ;  and  the  king,  tnm- 
ing  himself  toward  the  wall^  resigned  his  spi- 
riti  A  splendid  funeral  was  prepared,  and 
after  the  interment,  the  son  set  out  upon  his 
travels,  with  the  apple  in  his  possession. 

He  traversed  many  countries  and  kingdoms, 
and  found  abundance  of  fools»  but  none  whom 
he  thought  quite  worthy  of  the  apple,  At  lasthe 
entered  a  certain  province,  and  approached  its 
principal  city.  Observing  the  king,  very  mag- 
nificently  attended^riding  through  the  streets, 
he  asked  varieus  questions  respecting  the  per- 
sOn  he  saw;  and  especiallyof  the  institutions  of 
theoountry.  Hewas  answered^thataccQtding 


OF  FORESIGHT  ANI>  CARB.  259 

t(^  their  custom  the  throne  was  annually  ya* 
cated  ;  and  thatthe  late  possessor^deprired  of 
eTeiy  lionour»  was  driyen  into  bamfthment» 
where  he  died  in  d[>scurity  and  poveriy.  Th« 
traveller^liearing  this  accottnt,  exclaimed»  ^^  Tkis 
is  the  man ;  I  have  found  him  whom  I  sought ;'' 
and  immediatelyhastening  to  the  palaoe^he  bent 
bis  knee,  and  cried»  ^*  Hail^  Oh  king !  my  de«, 
ceased  &ther  bequeathed  ta  yon  tius  golden 
apple  in  bis  last  \rill/'  The  Ung  received  Um 
gift,  and  said,  "  My  iriend,  how  can  this  be  ? 
Your  royal  parent  knew  nodung  of  me>  nor 
have  I  erer  performed  any  service  to  him« 
Why  then  hath  he  left  me  so  valuable  a  pre* 
sent  ?"  "  The  king,  my  lord,"  replied  he, 
"  bequeathed  it  not  more  to  you  than  to  an- 
other ;  bat  on  bis  blessing,  he  charged  me  to 
bestow  it  upon  the  greatest  fool  that  I  could 
find.  And  I  have  now  travelled  through  va- 
rions  kingdoms  and  countries,  but  no  where 
liare  I  discovered  so  e:squisite  a  fool  and  mad- 
man.  Therefore,  accoirding  to  my  sire's  com- 
mand,  I  resign  the  appleto  yourtnost  gracious 
majesty/'  "  But,"  said  the  king,  "  on  what  ac- 
count  do  you  take  me  for  a  fool  V^  "  I  will  teil 
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you,  my  lord,"  retumedthe  other.  ".You  are 
king  for  one  year ;  and  then,  doomed  topoverty 
and  exile»  you  perish  most  miserably .  I  declare 
toyou,  I  do  notbeliieyethatthereisinthewhole 
World,  such  an  instance  of  egregious  foUy.  For 
would  any  but  a  fool  choose  so  shortatime  of 
splendour  for  an  end  so  calamitous  ?",  "  Why," 
replied  the  king»  **  youar^doubtless  right ;  and 
therefore,  while  I  yet  reign,  I  will  prepare  for 
my  future  existence.  I  will  send  the  greater 
portion  of  my  wealth  into  a  rempte  land,  upoa 
which  I  may  live  in  comfort,  when  I  am  driven 
into  ezile/'  He  did  so ;  and  for  a  number  of 
years  enjoyed  great  prosperity,  and  endedhis 
life  in  peace. 


APPLICATION. 


My  beloved,  the  king,  who  bequeathed  a 
golden  apple  to  fools,  is  6od.  That  apple  is 
the  World.  The  king  who  reigned  for  a  year, 
is  any  man  who  lives  in  this  world  (considered 
with  respect  to  futurity),  but  as  a  single  hour. 
Let  US  then  make  provision  for  the  future. 


OF  WORLDLY  ANXIETY.  26l 


TALE   LXXV. 


OF  WORLDLY  ANXIETY. 


There  fonnerly  lived  a|  king  who  had  tfaree 
fair'daughters.  He  married  them  to  three 
dukes ;  bat^  unhappily,  all  their  husbands  died 
in  the  space  of  one  year.  The  king,  being 
made  acquainted  with  this  circumstance, 
would  have  had  his  daughters  marry  sgsän, 
and  calling  the  first  into  his  presence»  he 
said  : — *'  My  d^r  daüghter,  your  husband  is 
dead  ;  I  will  therefore  unite'you  to  anothen" 
But  she  would  by  no  means  consent,  and  as- 
signed  for  it  this  reason.  '^  If  I  marry  again, 
I  should  love  my  second  husband  equally 
with  the  first ;  perhaps  more,  or  it  might  be 
less.  This  ought  not  to  be ;  for  my  first  hus- 
band possessed  my  earliest  aficiction — ^my  vir- 
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gin  troth.  Therefore  the  second-ought  not  to 
be  loyed  so  well.  But  I  might  love  him  more, 
and  this  would  increase  the  eyil :  on  the  other 
hand,  if  I  loved  him  less,  there  would  exist 
only  contention  between  us.  So  that  I  re- 
solve  never  to  be  espoused  again."  The  king, 
satisfied  with  what  heheard,  called  anotherof 
his  daughters^  and  proposed  the  same  thing 
to  her  as  to  her  eider  sister.  She  replied, 
'^  My  lord^  I  also  decline  tibis  matter.  For 
shonld  I  comply,  it  must  be  either  for  riches, 
or  power,  or  beanty.  Now  of  lichea  I  hare 
quite  enongh ;  my  firiends  are  sufficiently  na- 
meroua  to  defend  me ;  and  as  for  beauty,  I  do 
not  beliere  there  was  so  beautifui  a  person  in 
the  World  as  my  late  husband.  Therefore^  I 
too  resolve  npon  a  single  State."  •  The  kiog 
then  applied  to  the  tkird  daughter,  and  she 
gave  the  foUowing  reasonsfor  refusing  his  re- 
qiMst.  '^  If,"  Said  she,  **  I  marry,  my  husband 
must  desire  me  either  for  my  beauty  or  my 
wealth.  Now  tt  ^tnnot  be  &a  the  former,  be« 
cause  I  am  not  beautifui  ^  then  it  must  be  for 
the  latter,  and  true  love  never  existed  which 
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was  founded  upon  mercenary  feelings.  When 
wealth  flies,  love  flies  with  it  *.  Therefore,  I 
would  on  no  account  marry  again.  Moreorer, 
the  Sacred  Writings  say,  that  a  husband  and 
wife  are  one  body  but  two  souls  ;  therefore 
the  body  of  my  husband  is  my  body,  and  the 
coQverse.  Eyery  day  I  visit  the  sepulchre  of 
my  deceased  lord,  and  he  is  ever  present  to  my 
mind.  For  all  these  causes,  I  detennine  to 
remain  as  I  am."  The  king,  pleased  with  the 
virtuous  resolutions  of  his  daughters,  solicited 
them  no  more. 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  king  is  God.  The  three* 
daughters  are  the  soul,  which  image  the  Holy 
Trinity.  For  God  said,  "  Let  us  make  man 
iu  <mr  image ;  therefore  the  Trinity  in  unity  is 
typified  by  the  soul,  and  the  soul  represented 
by  three  persons.  The  three  dukes  are  the 
devil,  the  world,  and  the  flesh  ;  when  they  die, 

*  Whien  Porerty  com«8  in  at  the  door,  Lore  0ies  oat  at  the 
windoif.— Enolish  Pboverb. 
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that  is,  when  the  soul  repents  of  her  sina,  do 
not  again  be  uixited  to  them. 


TALE    LXXVI. 


OP  CONCORD. 


Two  physicians  once  resided  in  a  city,  who 
were  admirably  skilled  in  medicine;  inso- 
much,  that  all  the  sick  who  took  their  pre- 
scriptions  were  healed ;  and  it  thence  became 
a  question  with  the  inhabitants,  which  of 
them  was  the  best.  After  a  while,  a  dispute 
arose  between  them  upon  this  point.  Said 
one,  '*  My  friend,  why  should  discord  or  envy 
or  anger  separate  us ;  let  us  make  the  trial, 
and  whosoever  is  inferior  in  skill  shall  serve 
the  other."  "  But  how,"*  replied  his  friend, 
"  is  this  to  be  brought  about?"    The  first 


^hysician  ansWered^  '*  Heaf  me.  I  will 
plück  out  your  eyes,  without  doing  you  th^ 
smalkst  iiijury»  and  lay  them  before  you  on 
the  table ;  and  when  you  desire  it,  I  will  xe^ 
place  them  as  perfect  and  «enriceable  as  they 
were  before.  If,  in  like  manner,  ypu  can  per- 
form tfais,  we  will  then  be  esteemed  equal,  and 
walk  as  brethren  through  the  world.  But,  re-^ 
member,  he  who  fails  in  the  attempt  shall  be^ 
comfe  the  servant  of  the  other."  "  I  am  well 
pleased/*  returned  his  feUow,  "  to  do  as  you 
say.*'  Whereupon,  he  who  made  the  proposi- 
tion  took  out  his  instruments  and  extracted 
the  eyes^besmearing  the  sockets  and  the  outer 
part  of  the  lids  with  a  certain  rieh  ointment. 
'*  My  dear  friend,"  said  he,  "  what  do  yoii 
perceive  V  **  Of  a  surety,"  cried  the  other, 
'*  I  see  nothing.  I  want  the  use  of  my  eyes, 
but  I  feel  no  pain  from  their  loss.  I  pray  you, 
however,  restore  them  to  their  places  as  you 
promised.'*  '*  Willingly,"  said  his  friend.  He 
again  touched  the  inner  and  outer  part  of  the 
lids  with  the  ointment,  and  then,  with  much 
precision,  inserted  the  balls  into  their  sockets. 
"  Höw  do  you  see  now  ?"  asked  he.    "  Excel- 
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lently/'  returned  tbe  other^  '*  nor  do  I  feel  Übe 
leaßt  pain."  "  Well,  tluen/'  continued  tlie  fiist, 
''  it  now  reniftiiis  for  you  to  treatme  ina»- 
milar  manoer  ^.**  ^rl  am  ready/'  said  the  lat- 
ter. And  acGordiugly  taking  the  instruments, 
«6  the  first  had  done,  he  smeared  die  xxpf& 
and  under  parts  of  the  eye  with  a  peculiar 
ointment^  drew  out  the  eyes  and  placed  diem 
upon  the  table«  The  patient  feit  no  pain ;  bot, 
added,  '^  I  wish  you  would  hasten  to  re- 
store  them."  The  Operator  cheerfuUy  com- 
pUed ;  but  as  he  prepared  bis  implements,  a 
crow  entered  by  an  ppen  window^  and  seeiog 
the  eyes  upon  the  table,  snatched  one  of  tha& 
up,  and  flew  away  with  it.  The  physiciasi 
vexed  at  what  had  happened,  said  to  himself» 
*'  If  I  do  not  restore  the  eye  to  my  companion 
I-must  become  bis  slave«''  At  that  moment  a 
goat,  browsing  at  no  great  distance»  attracted 
his  Observation .  Ins  tantly  he  ran  to  it,  drew  out 
one  of  its  eyes,  and  put  it  into  the  place  of  the  lost 
prb.  *'  My  dear  friend,**  exclaimed  the  Operator, 

*  A  foolish  physician.  If  the  other  sveoeeded,  he  »cknow- 
tedg^d  bis  snpenoritj,  or  eqnaUty,  at  least ;  if  not,  he  lost  Uf 
•yes.    At  all  evtiits,  he  coiild  gain  notbiiiK  bj  the  espfrinent 
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"howdo  things  appear  to  you  ?"  *'  Neither  in 
extracting  or  in  replacing/'  he  answered,  "  did 
I  suffer  the  least  pain ;  but — bless  me ! — one 
eye  looks  up  to  the  trees !"  ''  J^  V  replied 
the  first,  "  this  is  the  very  perfection  of  medi- 
cine.  Neither  of  us  is  superior ;  hencefor- 
ward  we  will  be  friendg,  as  we  are  equals  j  and 
banish  far  off  that  spirit  of  contention  which 
has  destroyed  our  peace/'  The  goat-eyed  man 
of  physic  acquiesced;  they  lived  from  this 
time  in  the  greatest  amity. 

APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  two  physicians  are  the  new 
aud  the  old  law.  Thus  the  Jews  and  Chris- 
tiaus contend :  the  exixacted  eyes,  denote 
those  parts  of  the  old  law  which  Christians 
fetain.  The  crow  is  the  devil ;  and  the  goat*s 
eye  typifies  those  ceremonies  of  the  Jews  to 
which  they  attach  so  much  importance,  ai^d 
by  which  they  are  not  able  to  discem  the 
truth  *. 

*  This  is  to  See  the  beam  in  a  neighbonr'a  eye,  and  forget 
tbatin  their  own.  The  Catholie  ceremonies  are  open  to  ibe  same 
*^*i*wei  and  are  equaUy  prejudicial  in  their  conBeqoenoes. 
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TALE  LXXVII. 


OF  RICHES;  WHICH  ARB  NOT  TO  BE 

COVETED, 


A  CERTAIN  king  had  two  daughters,  one  of 
whom  was  extremely  beautiful,  and  very  much 
beloved.  The  other,  however,  was  of  adark, 
tinprepossessing  complexion,  and  hated,  as 
much  as  her  sister  was  esteemed.  Thisdif- 
ference  in  ibeir  appearance  caused  the  king 
to  giye  them  characteristic  names.  He  called 
the  first  Rosaipunda'*'»  that  is^  the  fragtant 
rose ;  and  the  second«  Gratiaplena,  or  the  feil 
of  grace. 

*  Cr  Rosa  namdi,  rose  of  the  world.  There  are  two  BiMkuh 
Latin  verses  inscribed  orer  the  nnfortnnate  paramovr  of  Heirj 
II.  whiofa  maj  find  a  place  here : — 

*'  Hie  jacet  in  tnmba  Rosa  mundi,  non  Rosamukba; 
"  Non  redolet,  sed  ölet,  qua?  redolere  solet"— Camden. 
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A  herald  was  commaud€d  tö  proclaim, 
dlat  whosoever  would  marry  either  of  the  two 
laaghterB^  slioiild  do  so  upon  the  foUowing 
c^önditious«  First,  that  they  should  be  the 
wrorthiest  9f  the  candidates;  secondly,  that 
H^hoever  chose  the  beautiful  girl,  should  have 
aothiog  but  her  beauty ;  but  he  who  selected 
the  dark  girl  should  succeed  him  to  the  throne« 
Mttltitudes  fiocked  to  the  summons;  but 
every  one  still  clung  to  the  fair  lady,  aud  not 
evien  the  temptation  of  a  kingdom  could  in* 
duce  any  one  to  espouse  the  other.  Oratia^^ 
plena  wept  bitterly  at  her  unhappy  fate ;  "  My 
daughter/'  said  the  king,  "  why  are  you  so 
grievously  afflicted  ?"  "  Oh,  my  fether,"  re- 
tumed  she,  **  no  one  visits  or  speaks  kindly 
to  me  ;  all  pay  their  attentions  to  my  sister, 
and  despise  me.*^  *'  Why,  my  dear  daughter," 
said  the  father,  *'  do  you  not  know,  that  who- 
soever marries  you  will  possess  the  crown  V* 
This  was  touching  the  right  string ;  the  lady 
dried  her  tears,  and  was  manrellously  com- 
forted. 

Not  long  after  a  king  entered  the  royal 
palace,  and  seeing  the  great  beauty  of  Rosa- 
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munda,  desired  her  in  marris^e.  The  fether- 
king  consented^  and  she  was  esponsed  wiA 
great  joy.  But  the  odier  daughter  remained 
many  years  unbetrothed.  At  lasty  h  certain 
poor  nobleman  rery  widely  reflecting,  that 
thongh  the  girl  was  abominably  ngly,  yet 
she  wa«  rich^  determined  to  marry  her.  He 
therefore  went  to  the  king,  and  solicited 
his  consent;  who,  glad  enough  at  the  pto- 
posal^  cfaeerfully  beötowed  her  upon  him; 
and  after  his  dec^ase,  bequeäthed  him  die 
kingdom. 

APPLICATION. 

My  belov^d,  tjie  king  is  cur  Lord  Jesus 
Christ;  Rosamundais  the  world,  which  every 
one  loves.  The  other  daughter^  Gratiaplena, 
so  abhorred  by  the  world,  is  poverty.  But 
the  poor  in  spirit  will  receive  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. 


OV  LOVB.  27*1 


TALE  LXXVIII. 


OF  THE  CONSTANCY  OF  LOVE. 


Th£  beautiful  daughter  of  a  certain  king  was 
betrothed  to  a  noble  duke,  by  whom  she  had 
very  handsome  children.  The  duke  died,  and 
was  gready  bewaiied  by  the  whole  State. 
After  bis  death  her  friends  eamestly  solicited 
the  lady  to  marry  a  second  time,  alleging  that 
her  youth  and  beauty  required  it.  Bat  she 
answered^ "  I  will  never  marry  again.  My  de- 
parted  lord  was  so  good  and  kind;  he  loved  me 
so  truly,  that  when  he  died  I  thought  I  could 
not  survive  him.  And  if  it  were  possible  that 
I  could  forgetwhathe  has  been,  where  shall  I 
find  another  ?  Admitting  that  I  should  marry, 
perhaps  my  second  husband  would  also  pre* 
cede  me  to  the  grave  ?  Why  then,  my  grief 
would  be  awakened  a  second  time,  and  my 
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afflictions  be  as  heavy  as  before !  Moreorer, 
if  he  were  a  bad  man ;  it  would^  indeed,  be 
torture  to  remember  him  who  was  good^  while 
one  so  inferior  had  succeeded  kirn.  I  am 
tberefore  determined  to  remain  as  I  am.^  * 


APPLICATION. 

My  beloved,  the  king  is  God ;  the  danghter 
the  soul^  betrothed  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 


TALE    LXXIX. 


OP  PRESUMPTION. 


There  was  a  certainking  who  had  a  singalar 
partiality  for  little  dogs  that  barked  loudly ; 
60  much  fito,  indeed,  that  they  usually  rested 

*  See  Tale  LXXV«  whioh  is  simflar  both  in  strnotiire  and 
reatoniog» 
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in  his  lap.  Being  long  accustomed  to  eat 
and  sleep  in  this  sitnation,  they  would  scarcely 
do  either  elsewhere:  seeming  to  take  great 
pleasure  in  looking  at  him,  and  putting  their 
paws  upon  his  neck.  Now  it  happened  that 
an  ass^  who.noticed  this  familiarity^  thought 
to  himself^  '^  If  I  should  sing  and  dance  before 
the  king^  and  put  my  feet  round  his  neck^  he 
would  feed  me  also  upon  the  greatest  dainties, 
and  suffer  me  to  rest  in  his  lap/'  Accordingly 
quitting  his  stable,  he  entered  the  hall,  and 
running  up  to  the  king,  raised  his  clumsy  feet 
with  difficulty  around  the  royal  neck.  Th^ 
servants,  not  understanding  the  ass's  courteous 
Intention,  imagined  that  he  was  mad;  and 
pulling  him  away,  belaboured  him  soundl^. 
He  was  then  led  back  to  the  stable.  (67) 

AFFUCATION. 

My  belored,  the  king  is  Christ ;  the  bark- 
ing  dogs  are  zealous  preachers.  The  ass  is 
any  one  \iirho,  without  the  necessaryqualifica- 
tiOnsy  presumes  to  take  upon  hioiself  the  iA- 
terpr^tation  oC  the  vord  of  God, 
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tALE   LXXX. 


OF  THE  CUNNING  OF  THE  DEVIt,    AND  OF 
THE  8ECRET  JTUDGMENTS  O?  GOD. 


Theke  formerly  liVed  a  bermit,  wfao  in  a  re* 
mote  cäve  pasded  night  and  day  in  the  senrice 
of  God.  At  no  gireat  distance  (tom  bis  cett, 
a  Bhepherd  li^ded  bis  dock.  It  happeiKd 
tbat  thii  person  one  day  feil  into  a  deep  sleep» 
and  in  die  meäü  time  a  robbet^  perceiving  bis 
carelessness,  carried  off  bis  sbeep.  Wben  tbe 
keeper  awoke  and  discovered  tbe  theft,  be 
began  to  swear  in  good  set  terms  tbat  he  bad 
lost  bis  fibfeep ;  and  ^er^  tbey< w^re  coaveyed 
was  totally  beyond  bis  knowl^ge.  New  die 
lord  of  Ibä  flock,  nöibhig  saüsflUd  with  bis 
keeper 's  eloquence/  ^oinmaiAted  bifii,  to  iie 
put  to  deatb.    Tbis  ^^%  gt^siit  «mbrigii  to 
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the  hennit  before  mentioned ;  **  Oh  heaven»*' 
Said  he  to  himself,  **  seest  thou  thi»  deed? 
the  innocent  suffere  for  the  guilty :  why  per- 
BÜttest  thou  such  things?  If  thas  mja$tice 
triumph,  why  do  I  remain  her^  ?  I  will  again 
enter  tbe  world,  and  do  as  oiher  men  do«" 

Withthese  feelings  he  qnitted  his  hermitage, 
and  returaed  into  the  world ;  but  God  willed 
not  that  he  should  be  lost :  an  angel  in  the 
form  of  a  man  was  commissioned  to  join 
him.  Accordingly,  Crossing  die  hermit'ff 
path^  he  thas  accosted  him-«-''  My  fipiend, 
where  are  you  going?**  *'  I  go/'  said  the 
other»  "  to  the  city  before  n».'*  "  I  will  ac- 
company  you/'  replied  the  angel ;  ''  I  am  a 
messenger  £rom  heaven,  and  come  to  be  the 
aissooiate  of  your  way.'^  They  ^palked  oh  t^ 
gether  towards  the  city.  When  they  had  ein* 
tered^  they  entreated  fbr  the  loreof  Gfod** 
harbourage  during  the  night,  at  the  honse  of 
a  certain  soldier,  who  reodired  them  with 
cheerfulnesB,  iand  entertaiued  diem  with  muoh 

♦ 

*Tbe  common  mode  of  stippÜcatiotiy  and  ^ill  be  freqaentty' 
ri^üced  im  ibei«  voliaief. 
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magnifieence.  The  saldier  had  an  only  sott 
lying  in  the  cradle,  whom  he  exceedingly 
loyed.  After  supper^  their  b^d-^hamber  wa» 
sumptuously  decorated;  and  the  angel  retired 
with  the  hermit  to  rest.  But  aboot  the  middk 
Of  the  night  the  former  got  up  aad  strangled 
the  sleeping.  infant.  The  hermit^  horror^ 
dtruck  at  what  he  witnessed,  said  within  him- 
self,  **  Never  can  tbi$  be  an  angel  of  God : 
the  good  fiK>ldier  gare  us  every  thing  ihat  waa 
necessary;  he  had  but  this  poor  innocent, 
and  he  is  strangled." — Yet  he  was  afraid  to 
reproTe  him. 

In  the  morning  both  arose  and  went  for- 
ward  to  another  city,  in  which  they  were  ho- 
nöurably  entertained  at  the  honse  of  one  of 
the  inhabitants.  This  person  possessed  a 
süperb  golden  cup  which  he  highly  valoed; 
ähd  whioh^  düric^  the  night,  the  angel  pur- 
loined.  Bat  still  the  hemüt  held  his  peace, 
for  his  apprehension  was  extreme.  On  the 
morrow  they  continu^d  their  joamey ;  and 
as  they  walked  they  came  to  a  certain  river, 
oyer  which  a  bridge  was  thrown ;  they  as- 
cended  the  bridge,  and  about  mid-way  a  poor 
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pilgrim  met;  them.  "  My  friend/'  said  the 
ingel  to  him,  **  shew  aa  the  way  ia  yönder 
oity."  l*he  pilgrim  turned,  and  pöinted  with 
Ms  flnger  to  the  road  they  were  to  take;  but 
as  he  tamed/  the  angel  seized  him  by  the 
Shoulders^  and  precipitated  him  into  the 
stream  below.  At  this  the  terrors  of  the  her** 
mit  w^re  again  aroused — ''  It  is  the  devil," 
exclaimedhe  intemaUy — ^'  it  is  the  devil,  and 
nogood  angel !  What  evil  had  the  poor  man 
d<4ne  that  he  should  be  drowned  V  He  would 
hQvr  have  gladly  departed  alone;  but  was 
afraid  to  give  utterance  to  the  thoughts 
of  his  heart.  About  the  hour  of  vespers 
they  reached  a  city^  in  which  they  again 
sought  shelier  for  the  night ;  bul  the  master 
of  the  house  to  whom  they  applied,  sharply 
re Aised  it.  "  For  the  love  of  heaven/'  said  the 
angel,  **  afford  us  a  sbelter,  lest  we  fall-a  prey 
to  the  wolves  and  other  wild  beasts."  The 
man  pointed  to  a  stye — "  That,"  ssdd  he,  "  ia 
inhabited  by  pigs ;  if  it  please  you  to  lie  there 
you  may— but  to  no  other  place  will  I  admit 
you."  '*  If  we  can  do  no  better,"  retnmed 
the  angel,  *^  we  must  accept  your  ungracioua 
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ofibr/'  They  did  so ;  and  in  the  morning  the 
angd  calling  their  host,  said,  **  My  friesd«  I 
gire  yom  this  cup  f  and  he  pr^sent^d  to  him 
the  steten  goblet.  The  hennit  more  and  more 
astonkhed  at  what  he  saw,  said  to  himsel^ 
^*  Now  I  am  cettain  thia  is  the  deFil.  The 
good  man  who  reeeived  os  with  säl  kindnesfi, 
he  despoiled^  and  gires  the  pinnder  to  thii 
fellow  who  refused  us  a  lodging/'  Tuming 
to  the  angel,  he  exclaimed,  "  I  will  <3ttYd 
with  you  no  longer.  I  commend  you  to  God.** 
"  Dear  firiend,"  ansWered  the  angel,  "  FinI 
hear  me,  and  then  go  thy  way. 


THE    EXPLANATION. 

When  thou  wert  in  thy  hermitage,  the 
öwner  of  the  flock  nnjnstly  put  to  deatfa  his 
servant.  True  it  is  he  died  ihnocentlyy  zxA 
therefore  was  in  a  fit  State  to  entcr  ane- 
ther  World.  God  permitted  him  to  be  slaifi, 
foreseeing,  that  if  he  lived  he  would  conmiit 
a  sin,  and  die  before  rfepentance  followed. 
But  the  guilty  man  who  stole  the  sheep  will 
suffer  eternally,  while  the  owner  of  the  fiock 


will  repair^  by  Hins  and  good  worka,  lliot 
whicfa  he  ignora&tlj  bomnistted.  As  fbr  the 
son  oFthe  hoiipitible  ftoldler>  \VfaomIstrtngied 
in  the  cradle^  knöw,  tUat  before  the  bo^  WoM 
hotn,  he  peribrined  nmaeroui?  works  of  ohä^ 
rity  äad  meröy ;  büt  afterwards  grew  parai^ 
monioüd  and  covetoas,  in  Order  to  enrich 
tiie  child^  of  which  he  wai  iüordiiiaUij  fondi 
1%id  was  the  cause  of  tts  death ;  and  noW  itil 
distressed  parent  is  again  become  a  devoUt 
Christian.  Then,  for  the  cup  which  I  pur- 
loined  from  him  who  received  us  so  kindly, 
know,  that  before  the  cup  was  made,  there 
was  not  a  more  abstemious  person  in  the 
World ;  but  afterwards  he  took  such  pleasure 
in  it,  and  drank  from  it  so  often,  that  he  was 
intoxicated  twice  or  thrice  during  the  day. 
I  took  away  the  cup,  and  he  has  retumed  to 
his  former  sobriety.  Again,  I  cast  the  pil- 
grim  into  the  river ;  and  know,  that  he  whom 
I  drowned  was  a  good  Christian,  but  häd  he 
proceeded  much  further,  he  would  have  fallen 
into  a  mortal  sin.  Now  he  is  saved,  and 
reigns  in  celestial  glory.  Then,  that  I  be- 
stowed  the  cup  upon  the  inhospitable  Citizen, 
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knOW/  üothing  is  done  withaut  reäson.  He 
duffered  us  to  oocupy  the  swine-house^  and  I 
gave  him  a  valuable  consideration.  ButAe 
will  hereafter  reign  in  hell.  Put  a  guard, 
therefore^  on  thy  lips,  and  detract  not  from 
the  Almighty»  Far  He  knoweth  all  thingg." 
The  hermit^  hearing  this^  feil  at  the  feetof  the 
angel  and  entreated  pardon.  He  retnrned  to 
his  hennitage^  and  hecame  a  good  and  pious 
Christian.    (68) 


NOTES. 


KotE  L     Page  4. 


At. 


The  latter  part  of  thia  story  is  evidentljr  oiientri^ 
The  feudal  manners,  in  a  book  whicb  prqfesses  to 
record  the  achievements  of  the  Roman  people^  are 
remarkable  in  the  introductory  circunustances.  But 
of  this  mixture  we  shall  see  many  strikiHg  in* 
stances«*'— Wartok* 


NoTBÄ.    Page  6. 

"  Preciout  skin." 

Attempts^  like  the  present,  to  strain  every  thii^ 
into  an  allegory^  are  very  firequent  in  these  **  mysti- 
cal  and  moral  applications."  It  ia  for  this-  reasoD» 
among  others^  that  I  thoüght  it  right  to  abridge 
them ;  for  whQe  the  reader^s  patience  was  exhausted» 
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his  feelings  would  revolt,  as  well  at  the  absurdity, 
as  at  the  apparent  impiety  of  the  allusion. 

NoTB  8.    Page  19. 

The  deliverance  of  theyouthby  thelady,resemble8 
the  ftseih  Night  of  the  Arabian  tales.— The  Gest  is 
mentioned  by  Warton  as  the  second  tale  in  bis  ana- 
lysis;  and  two  or  three  other  variations  occur. 
What  editkm  he  foUowed  I  know  not.  I  have  ex- 
amined  five*. — ^The  sentiment  conveyed  by  this 
tale,  (p.  18),  that  she  who  has'deceivedher  fiuher  will 
decdre  her  husband,  ia  thus  expressed  by  Shak- 


^  Look  to  her,  Moor ;  have  a  quick  eye  tasee; 
She  häs  deeeived  herfatheff  and  may  theeJ* 

OtheUo,Aetl.8t*5. 

*  lo  ftB  18mo.  editioB  of  the  Gesta  Romanoruii,  pnbliibed 
at  Leyden,  1665,  tbere  it  prefixeA  t&  tli«  fonrtb  tale,  by  waj  of 
argunent,  the  foUowing  remarkable  passage.  "  Jnstitia  lempe 
et  mifericordia  Deomm  mtxim^  eat :  «d  qw8  mom  potnumt  espt- 
diims  €i  pnpriui  aectdnr«,  qudm  ku  dmabtu"  This  is  UUnühf 
what  Shakafietf*  «dkea  Poitfat  obfcrr«  ia  the  "  Utnlmti  cfV*- 

**  Bat  Meroy  ib  abore  this  sceptered  sway, 

Itumoitnin^cfQoihmadf; 

ilNcf  earthhf  power  doth  th$n  »how  Ukett  Chd^s, 

Wktn  merey  Meatoiujutticg/* — ^Act  IV.  So.  I. 
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Nöte  5.    Page  27. 

(  "  This  story^  but  with  a  difierence  of  circum- 
stances»  ends  like  the  beautifiil  apologue  of  thePro« 
digal  Son."— Wabton. 

Note  6.    Page  S2. 

ThiB  &ble  18  ▼«ry  wdl  told  by  Oow?r,  but  mih 
some  variations« 

[The  letters  pvnited  in  Italies  are  tobe  prononnced 
as  separate  syllables ;  the  acute  mark  dettot^  the 
emphasis.] 

Ere  Rom-e  came  to  the  creance  * 
Of  Christ-e*  faith,  it  feil  perchance 
Caesar^  which  then  was  emperour, 
Hirn  list-e  for  to  do  hon6ur 
Ünt6  the  temple  Apollinis  ; 
And  made  an  Image  upon  this, 
The  which  was  cleped '  Apoll6, 
Was  none  so  rieh  in  Rom-e  tho'.- 

Of  plate  of  gold,  a  beard  he  had, 
The  which  his  breast  all  over  spradde  *. 

Of  gold  also,  withouten  fail, 
His  mantle  was  of  large  entayle  *. 

1  Belief  2  Called.  3  Th^n.  4  Sprefld^ 

5  Cut  i  from  theTrenob  enioOkr, 


Be-set  with  {lerrey  ^  all  abont« 
Forth  right  he  stretched  his  finger  out, 
üpon  the  wWch  he  had  a  ring—*» 
To  see  it,  was  a  rich-e  thing, 
A  fine  carbuncle  for  the  nones  ^ 
Most  precious  of  all  stones. 

And  feil  that  tiine  in  Rom-e  thus, 
There  was  a  clerk,  one  Lucius, 
A  courtier,  a  famous  man ; 
Of  eveiy  wit  *  somewhat  he  can, 
Out-take  *  that  him  ladceth  rule, 
His  ownestate  to  guide  and  rule ; 
How  so  it  stood  of  his  speaking, 
He  was  not  wise  in  his  doing ; 
But  every  riot-e  at  last 
Must  nfiei-es  £ill|  and  may  not  last 
After  the  need  of  his  desert. 
So  feil  this  clerk-e  in  poverte, 
And  wist  not  how  for  to  rise 
Whereof  iü  many  a  sundry  wise 
He  cast  his  mt-es  here  and  there. 
He  looketh  nigh,  he  looketh  far. 
Fell  on  a  tim-e  that  he  come 
Into  the  temple,  and  heed  nome  * 

1  Pearls.       2  Porpose.       3  Knowledge.      4  Except 

5  Took.  , 
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Wherethat  üie  god  Apdlo  stood ; 
He  saw  the  riches,  and  the  good '; 
And  thougfat  he  wold-eby  some  way, 
The  treasure  pick  and  steal  away. 
And  thereuponso  slily  wrought, 
That  his  purp6se  about  he  brought* 
And  went  away  unapef oeived : 
Thus  hi^th  the  man  his  god  deceived^^ 
His  ring,  his  mantle»  and  his  beard, 
As  he  which  nothing  was  afeard^  • 
All  privily  with  him  he  bäte ; 
And  when  the  wardens  were  aware 

Of  that,  their  god  despoiled  was, 
They  thought  it  was  a  wondrous  case, 
How  that  a  man  for  any  weal^ 

Durst  in  so  holy  plac«e  steal« 

And  nam-e-ly,  so  great  a  thing  !<-" 

This  tale  cam-e  unto  the.  king, 

And  was  through  spoken  over-aU, 

But  for  to  know  in  spedal, 

What  manner  man  hath  done  the  deed, 

They  soughten  help  upon  the  neeil, 

And  maden  calculatiön, 

Whereof  by  demonstratiön 

The  man  was  found-e  with  the  good. 

In  jadgment,  and  when  he  ötood, 

1  Goods, 


S86  NOTBS. 

The  king  hath  atked  of  him  thus— 
**  Say,  thou  unaelj  ^  Lucius^ 
Why  haat  thou  dane  tfaia  sacrilege  V 
**  My  lord,  if  I  tbe  cause  allege," 
(Quoth  he.  again,)  '^rae-thiuketh  (his^ 
That  I  have  dtme  nothiug  amias. 
Three  points  there  be»  wMch  I  have  do» 
Whareof  Üie  fürst-*«  pomt  Stands  so, 
That  I  the  rmg  have  ta*eii  away«— 
Unto  this  point  thk  will  I  say# 
When  I  the  god  beheld  about, 
I  saw  how  he  his  hand  stretched  out, 
And  pro£^ed  me  the  ringto  yeve'; 
And  I,  which  wold-e  gladly  live 
Out  of  poverte  thro*  his  larg^ss, 
It  underfang  \  so  that  I  guess  ; 
And  thereföre,  am  I  nought  to  wite  *• 

And  ovevmore,  I  will  me  'quit  *, 
Of  gold  4hat  I  the  mantle  took : 
Gold  in  his  kind,  as  saith  thebook, 
Is  heavy  both,  and  cold  also ; 
And  f<5r  that  it  was  heavy  so, 
Methought  it  was  no  gam-e-ment* 
Unto  the  god  convenient, 

1  Foolisb.        2  eire.       8  Aooq>ted.       4  Bltme. 
5  Aoqnit.  6  Gannent. 
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To  dothen  him  the  summer  tide  h 
I  thought  upon  that  other  side» 
How  gold  is  cold,  and  such  a  doth 
By  reason  ougbt-e  to  be  lothe ' 
In  winter  üm^e  for  the  cbiel* 
And  thus  thinking  tboi^ht-6tf  {^  * 
As  I  mine  eye  about^  east» 
His  larg-e  beard-e  thea  at  laat 
I  saw ;  and  thought  anoa  theref<Mre 
How  that  his  faiji^er  him  before, 
Which  stood  ttpc»  the  »$m^  place^ 
Was  beaxdless»  with  a  yoaa^y  faqe* 
And  in  such  wise»  as  ye  have  hoard 
I  took  away  the  ßon-neAbeotd« 
For  that  his  father  had-e  none, 
To  make  him  like ;  and  hereupon 
I  ask  for  to  be  excused." 

Lo,  thus  where  saeril^e  is  used, 
A  man  can  feign  his  conscience ; 
And  right  upqn  such  evid^nce 
In  lov-e^  cause  if  I  diall  treaty 
There  be  of  suchte  small  and  great, 
If  they  no  leisure  find-e  ebe» 
They  will  not  wend-e  for  the  bells ; 

1  Time.  2  Wann.  3  Manj. 
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Not  tho'  they  dee  the  priest  at  mass«- 
That  will  they  letten  over-pass : 
If  that  they  find  tbeir  lov-e  there 
They  stand,  and  teilen  in  her  ear ; 
And  ask  of  6od  none  other  grace, 
Whil-e  they  be  in  that  holy  place« 
But  ere  they  gq^  some  advantäge 
There  will  they  have ;  and  some  piDage 
Of  goodly  wordyOf  of  behest ; 
Or  eise  they  taken  at  the  least 
Out  of  her  hand  a  ring  or  glove. 
So  nigh,  the  weder '  they  will  hove  *— 
As  who  saith,  **  She  shall  not  forget 
Now  I  this  tokeiy  of  her  have  get." 

Thus  hallow  they  thehigh-e  feast, ' 
Such  theft-emay  no  church  arrest', 
For  all  is  lawful  that  them  liketh, 
To  whom  that  els-e  it  mbliketh, 
And  ekd  right  in  the  seif  kind^ 
In  great  cities  men  may  find. 
Thus  lusty  folk»  that  make  them  gay. 
And  wait  upon  the  holy-day, 
In  churches,  and  in  mmsters  eke, 
They  go  the  women  for  to  seek, 

1  Madder.  8tx.  Vcbao,  insanire.       3  fleaveorgo. 
S  Stop.         4  Self-Min»  kiod. 
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And  where  that  sudi  one  goeth  about, 
Before  the  iairest  of  the  rout ; 
WHere  as  they  sitt^i  all  a  row» 
There  will  he  most  bis  body  show ; 
His  crooked  kempt '  and  thereon  set 
An  ouch-«'  with  a  chap-e-let, 
Or^else  one  of  green  leavet» 
Which  late  c(»neout-e  of  the  greves\ 
All  for  *  he  should  seem  firesh : 
And  thu8  he  looketh  on  his  fleih» 
Right  as  a  hawk  which  hath  a  sight 
Upon  the  fowl,  there  he  shall  light : 
And  as  he  were  a  ßiery, 
He  sheweth  him  before  her  eye. 
In  holy  plac-e  where  they  sit. 
All  for  to  inake  their  heart^t  flytte  ^ 

His  eye  no  where  will  abide, 
But  look  and  piy  on  every  side, 
On  her  and  her,  as  him  best  liketh. 
And  other  while,  among  he  siketh ' ; 
Thinketh  **  One  of  them  that  was  for  me," 
And  so  there  thinketh  two  or  three ; 

lue,  His  crooked  or  dutordeily  hair>  combed. 

2  Brooch.  3  Wood«.  4  In  order  that. 

S  Beat,  paliHtate.  6  Sigheth. 

¥0L«  I«  O 
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And  yet  fae  kvetkoonemt  jJl, 
But  where  a»ever  his  •chaac*«  fidL 

And  natb^ess  to  boj  «  900th 
The  cause  wHy  <i^t  Iie  «o  dodi, 
Is  for  io  steal  A  heatt  or  tvBO, 
Out  of  the  cjiurch  ese  thathe  go. 
And  as  I  saiditlienejdiove, 
All  is  that  sactilegeof  iovie, 
For  well  may  te  ftat  he  atealeth  away, 
7^£  he  power  «after  yield  Biaj\ 

"  Tdl  JBoe  fiff  «U»,  aöay  sau,  anon, 
Hast  tbo^idone.«a0rikge»  ogriiOBe% 
As  I  have  said  in  ^timaoann^r' 

<*  My  &Uier«  as  «f  ihis  mattfa', 
I  will  you  teJIfinjpeadSy 
What  I  have  d<ne;  bttt  tru-e4y 
I  may  excua-€  ^mise  intest 
That  I  n&ret  yet  to  ckirdi  itoit 
In  such  Bianneras  ye  me  sbri^'» 
For  Qo  woman  thmt  is  alive. 
Xhe  cause  v/hylMvt  it  hA\ 
May  be»  for^I  tmio  ^bät  ctaft, 
Am  nothing  able  for  to  steal, 
Though  üiexe  b,e  womea  not  so  fde  \ 

1  Restore  agab.  2  Not  S  Confbss  to  me. 

4  Left.  5  Beoaiue.  6  Never  s«  aai^. 


But  yet  will  I  jjoe  ^^  tbi, 
When  I  am  whene  jg^  lady  ii. 
In  whom  Keth  wliolly  iiiy  quarret 
And  she  to  chur(^  pr  to  jcj^ipgl 
Will  go  to  m^tin«  or  .to  mefg ", 
That  time  I  wai*^  wellend  ^guew. 
To  thurch  I  ^ume,  uio^  thar«  I  stMi4, 
And  tho'  *  I  take  a  book  in  hunii 
My  counteiuMioe  is»  on  ^  i0Qk$ 
But  topiHrd  ber  i0 «U  »y  jM>k^ 
And  if  so  f^t^ »  ft»t  I  pr^ 
Unto  my  God>  »»4  Konifmli^t;  «ay 
Of  Pater  NoM^r,^  «f  «saed, 
AU  is  for  that  I  m^H^  «pee«, 
So  that  my  he^ii  My  clmtk, 
There  m^iil^  spm  wmfi^  mr(^\ 
My  lady's  hear^  ft>r  ta  €lm^fh 
Which  ever  Jiatb  bf ^  ^,«iß  f«  ««Mge. 
So  that  all  «iy4«w>ti/SQ, 
And  all  my  coatttpofda^^i)» 
With  all  mine  ii^jut,  anfl  ipyaoufffig^, 
Is  only  set  on  kßr  Jmigeg 
And  evar  I  wait*^^  nppn  A^,<ii4e, 
If  she  look  iiny  tl^Qg  4l0i4^ 

.1  Mm».  2  If.  S  Ihbüm* 

4  Work. 
02 
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That  I  me  may  of  her  advise : 
Anon  I  am  with  covetise  * 
So  smit,  that  me  were  lefe' 
To  he  in  holy  church  a  thief. 
But  not  to  steal  a  vest-e-ment, 
For  that  is  nothing  my  tal6nt ; 
But  I  would  steal,  if  that  I  might, 
A'  glad  wordi  ov  a  goodly  nght 
And  ever  my  service  I  profieri 
And  namely,  when  she  will  go,  offer ; 
For  then  I  lead  her,  if  I  may : 
For  somewhat  would  I  steal  away 
When  I  beclip  her  on  the  waist; 
Yet  at  least,  I  steal  a  taste. 
And  other  while  '  grant  mercy^' 
She  saith.     And  so  were  I  therehy 
A  lusty  touch,  a  good  word  eke, 
But  all  the  rem-e-nant  to  seek, 
Is  from  my  purpose  wonder  fiur. 
So  may  I  say,  as  I  said  ere^ 
In  holy  church  if  that  I  vow, 
My  con-«ci-ence  I  would  allow 
Be  so,  that  on  amend-e-ment, 
I  might-e  get  assign-e-m^dt^; 

1  Deshre.  2  Fain.  3  Greatthuiks. 

4  Before.  5  Assignation. 
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Where,  for  to  speed  in  o Aer  place. 
Such  sacrilege  I  hold  a  grace« 

''  And  thus,  my  father,  sooth  to  say, 
In  church-tf  right  as  in  the  way, 
If  I  might  ought  of  lov-e  take 
Such  hansel '  have  I  nought  forsake. 
But  finally,  I  me  confess, 
There  is  in  me  no  holiness, 
•  While  her  I  see  in  holy  stead ; 
And  yet  for  aught  that  ever  I  did» 
No  sacrilege  of  her  I  took« 
But  *  it  were  of  word  or  look, 
Or  els-e  if  that  I  her  freed  \ 
When  I  toward  ofiering^  herlead« 
Take  thereof  what  I  take  may, 
For  els-e  hear  I  nought  away. 
For  tho'  I  wold-e  ought  eise  have, 
All  other  thing-e«  he  so  safe. 
And  kept  with  such  aprivilege, 
That  I  may  do  no  sacrilege. 
God  wote*  my  will  nath-e-less, 
Tho*  I  must  need-e«  keep-e  peace, 

1  **  Estreibö ;  htmdadUd;  that  bath  the  handsell  otfirst  üh  of." 
CoTORAVB.    Th6  word  ifl  ttfll  extant. 

2  Except.  S  Thifl  peihaps  sigoifies  made  frte  wüh* 
4  Altar ;  place  of  offering.  5  Rnows. 
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And  mafdgra  ttAti^aö  ht  k  pites, 
My  will  ihetetö  k  Aot^  la^B^ 
If  I  iiiigkt  ötherw!Me  awsjr. 

"  For  dri»,  my  facfaer,  I  ydu  pray 
Teil  what  y<m  tidnketh  üietettpcfA^ 
If  I  theteat  havö  güik  €ft  Hone/' 

"  Thy  will,  n^  tfotl,  is  fbr  to  ttofe, 
The  rem-e-nanl?i0  btlt  a  gaeM 
That  I  hav6  the«  told  as  yet. 
But  take  tliis  kdref  into  thy  wit^ 
That  all  things  httfe  dme  affd  atead^ 
The  church  serteth  fot  the  bead ', 
The  Chamber  is  of  an  other  Speech : 
But  if  Aau  wistest  of  the  breche*, 
How  sacrilege  it  hath  abottght, 
Thou  woldest  bettet  be  bethought/' 

CtmfessU)  AmantiSi  Lib.  V. 
fbl.  12«,  ed.  1532. 

I  have  transcribed  the  whole  of  this  tale,  (Aough 
the  latter  part  of  it  is  but  the  maral)  because  of 
the  truth  and  nature  with  which  it  is  replete.  Our 
churches  are  filled  in  this  day  with  too  many  of  tbe 
characters  described  so  admirably  by  Gower« 

Und.  **  For  two  espeeial  rtasOBS  took  away  tbe 
beard.    The  Amt  was,  that  sbe  thould  hok  mrt  Bt 

1  Leu.  2  Pt^iftt,  %  Work. 
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htr  anUkor^  and  not  graw  too  proud  of  her  golden 
beard."    P.  31. 

Tkk  idea  saems  tö  have  arisea  from  a  witticism 
ef  Dimiyuns  the  tyrant  of  Syracuse,  reoorded  hy 
Vakrn»'  Maximus,  IIb.  1.  cap.  !•  ex.  37. 

"  Edem  Epidauri  iBscükipio  baiiiaiaaureain  demi 
jusbit :  quod  affirmaret,  non  amöenire  fotrek  Apol^ 
Mem  mberhem^  ipnan  barhaium" 

Note  7.    Page  45. 

"  This  Story  is  founded  on  the  twenty-eighth 
chapter  of  Aristotle's  Secretuh  Secretorum:  in 
which  a  qaeen  of  India  is  said  to  have  treacherously 
sent  to  Alexander,  among  other  costly  presents,  the 
pretended  testimonies  of  her  friendship,  a  girl  of 
exquisite  beauty,  who  having  been  fed  with  serpents 
from  her  infancy,  partook  of  their  nature.  If  I 
reeoUect  right,  in  Pliny,  there  are  accounts  of  na- 
tions  whose  natural  food  was  poison.  Mithridates, 
king  of  Pontus,  the  land  of  venomous  herbs,  and 
the  country  of  the  sorceress  Medea,  was  supposed 
to  ^1  pcrfüon.  Sir  John  MandevOle's  Travek,  I 
belieb,  will  alFord  other  int tanee8.''~WAaT0K. 
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Note  8.    Page  49. 

The  Church  of  England  holds  the  same  doctfioe 
which  this  beautiful  tale  inculcates.  ''  Although  in 
the  visible  Chureh,  the  evil  be  ever  mingied  with 
the  good,  and  sometimes  the  evil  have  chief  autho- 
rity  in  the  ministration  of  the  word  and  sacrament»; 
yet  forasmuch  as  they  do  not  the  same  in  their  own 
name,  but  in  Christas,  and  do  minister  by  his  com- 
mission  and  authority,  we  may  use  their  ministry» 
both  in  hearing  the  word  of  6od,  and  in  receiving 
of  the  Sacraments.  Neither  is  the  efiect  of  Christ't 
ordinance  tak^d  away  by  their  wickedness,  nor  the 
grace  of  God's  gifb  diminished  fi-om  such  as  by 
faith,  and  rightly,  do  receive  the  sacraments  minis* 
tered  unto  them;  which  be  effectual  because  of 
Christ's  institi^ion  and  promise»  although  they  be 
ministered  by  evil  men."    Ärtide  XXVL 

NoTB  9.    Page  51. 

«  ^  medicinal  tmguer 

Lorell,  in  his  Panzoolooicomineralooia  has  ens» 
merated  all  the  rare  properties  which  ancient  medi- 
cine  attributed  to  dogs ;  but  what  particular  virtue 
the  tongue  was  held  to  possess,  does  not  appear. 
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This  tarnt  have  been  a  work  of  immense  labor ;  yet 
it  is  very  useless« 

NoTS  10.    Page  59. 

"  This  Story  is  in  the  Specqlum  Historiale  of 
Vincent  of  Beauvaisj  who  wrole  about  the  year 
1250."    Wabton. 

m 

Note  11.    Page  61. 

**  Is  not  the  possessian  of  one  thing  better  than  the 

expectation  of  two  ?** 

The  Latin  text  is,  "  Quotiens  ita  est  qudd  aliquid 
est  sequale  dnobus  ei  qui  est  preeseni;  magis  est  ad» 
hserendum."  Literally,  **  How  often  does  it  happen 
that  one  thing  is  valued  as  much  as  two  by  him  who 
is  present :  [or,  by  him  who  has  it  in  possession :]  It 
is  therefore  to  be  adhered  to  the  most"  The  sense 
answers  to  the  English  proverbi  *'  A  bird  in  the 
hand  is  worth  two  in  the  bush." 

Note  12.    Page  77. 

"  AOexiuSy  or  Alexis,  was  canonised.  This  story 
IS  taken  from  his  legend.  In  the  metrical  "  Lires 
of  the  SaintSy**  his  life  is  told  in  a  sort  of  measure 
dif&rent  from  tbal  of  the  rest,  and  not  very  com* 

o5 
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mön  bl  ihe  Mditr  ttiigM  of  oia  poetry*    It  bepm 
thu8 : —  ^ 

**  Listeneth  all,  and  hearkeneth  me, 
Young  and  old-e,  bond  and  free, 

Atid  I  yoa  tollen  söoti, 
How  a  Htöilt  man,  gent  and  f^, 
Began  this  world-e«  weal  to  flö^, 

Ylxnm  lie  was  in  Rome. 

**  In  Rom-e  was  a  doughty  man, 
That  was  y-cleped  Eufemian, 

Man  of  much  might ; 
Gold  aad  tQvtr  he  had  enows, 
H«U  aad  bowers,  oiten  and  plows, 

Aad  rery  w%ll  it  dight/' 

When  Älexius  returns  home  in  disguise,  and  asks 
bis  fathcr  about  bis  son,  the  father's  feelings  are  thui 
dtscribod« 

«  So  soon  as  be  spsüte  of  bis  Jon, 
The  good  man,  as  was  his  wone  ^ 

Gan  to  sigh  sore ; 
9ii  htefi  Uli  as  oold  As  st^ne^ 
The  teart  feOeii  to  Us  ton  % 
Ott  Ut  beal'd  hoar« 
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At  fai»  banal»  mmy  miridai  ave  wrevig^t  on  the 
Stck. 


IC 
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With  mochel '  sigbs,  and  mochel  song, 
That  holy  corse,  them  all  among 
Biahops  to  chorch-e  bare. 

Amidst  right  the  high  street» 
So  much  folk  him  gone  meet, 

That  they  reit  a  stonde '» 
All  they  sighed  that  to  him  cotne» 
And  healed  were  very  soon, 

Of  feety  and  eke  of  honde." 

''  The  faistory  of  Saint  Alexias  ia  told  entirely 
in  the  same  words  in  the  Oesta  Romakokvm,  and 
in  the  Legenda  Aursa  of  Jacobus  de  Voraigne  ^ 
translated  through  a  French  medium»  by  Caxton. 
This  work  of  Jacobus  does  not  consist  solely  of  the 
legends  of  the  saints,  but  is  interspersed  muftis  aUis 
pukherrimit  et  peregrinit  hisiornSi  with  many  other 
moBt  beautiful  and  stränge  histories  *" — Wartok. 

As  it  may  be  amusing  to  the  reader  to  compare 

1  H an j.  2  A  momeiit. 

S  <«  Hjüor.  lxxxn.foLclfin.edit.  147S^fi»L  and  ii  Viaceot  öf 
BMtiViis,  ivlu>  qvoles  Gbsta  ALBxii  SpBCDL.  HltT.  lib.  xvüi. 
M|».48.seq.f.d41.6.'*    Wartom. 

4  VitaUgd  Seims  to  be  in  error  respectiiig  this  work,  wbibli  be 
«oofinuids  with  «  Thb  Lites  op  thiFathbm,  Uitotinea  ««t  ef 

o6 


300  NOTSS« 

Üi€  trtntbtkm  in  the  text  wkh  that  execuCed  by  (he 
venerable  patriarch  of  the  press,  William  Caxtoiif 
in  the  fifteenth  Century,  I  am  tempted  to  transcribe 
it.  There  are  many  little  additional  touehes  of 
manners  which  the  antiquary  will  value ;  and  whOe 
the  general  reader  smiles  at  the  primitive  simplicity 
with  which  the  story  is  narrated,  he  will,  it  is  pre- 
sumed,  derive  some  pleasure  from  the  strong  con- 
trast  affbrded  by  the  past  and  the  present  sera— 
from  the  elevated  Situation  on  which  he  may  seem 
to  stand:  a  being,  as  it  were,  of  anotber  sphere; 
asserting  the  pre-eminence  of  civilization  over  un* 
cultivated  life:  the  polite  refinemeift  of  modern 
manners,  over  the  rüde  character  of  remote  and 
barbarous  times» 


And  fyrst  of  bis  name. 

Alexis  18  as  moche  as  to  saye  as  gppge  out 
of  the  lawe  of  maryage  for  to  keep  yirginite  for 

FraniilM  into  Ba^Lithe  by  WiUiam  Ctxton  of  WestBiniter,  litt 
detd,  nd  ^fmtuheA  it  at  the  last  day  of  hys  lyff."  The  GoLDEH 
LCGEV D  (properiy  so  called)  conuats  wkolUf  of  the  legends  of  the 
Siiats ;  bat  the  Lites  dp  the  Fathers  is  interspersed  with  ttorie* 
of  the  ehaneter  gif  ei  abote* 
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goddes  takei  and  to  renounce  all  the  pomp  and 
rychesset  of  the  worlde  for  to  lyue  in  pouerte« 


In  the  tyme  that  Archadius  and  Hdnorius  were 
emperours  of  Rome,  there  was  in  Rome  a  ryght 
noble  lord  named  Eufemyen,  which  was  chefe  and 
abotie  all  other  lotdes  aboute  the  emperours,  and 
had  under  bis  power  a  thousande  knyghtes.  He  was 
a  moche  iust  man  to  all  men,  and  also  he  was 
pyteous  and  mercyftül  unto  y*  poore<  For  he  had 
dayly  ihre  tables  set  and  coüered  for  to  fede  y*  or« 
phans,  poor  wydowes,  and  pylgryms.  And  he  ete 
at  the  houre  of  none  with  good  and  religyous  per* 
sones.  His  wyfe  y^  was  named  Aglaes  ledde  a 
religyous  lyfe.  But  bycause  they  had  no  childe, 
they  prayed  to  god  to  send  them  a  sone  y^  myght  be 
theyr  heyre  after  them,  of  theyr  honour  and  goodes. 
It  was  so  that  god  herde  theyre  prayers,  and  beheld 
theyre  bounte  and  good  lyvynge,  and  gave  unto 
them  a  sone  which  was  named  Alexis,  whome  they 
dyd  to  be  taught  and  enfourmed  in  all  scyences  and 
honours.  After  this,  they  maryed  hym  unto  a  fayre 
damoysel,  which  was  of  y*  lygnage  of  y*  emperour 
of  Rome.  Whan  the  daye  of  y*  weddynge  was 
comen  to  even,  Alexis  beynge  in  the  chambre  w^ 
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his  wyfe  alone,  began  to  enföurme  and  endoce  het 
to  drede  god  and  seruehym,  and  were  afl  thaC  niglit 
togyder  in  right  good  doctryne,  and  fynably  he  gave 
to  hiß  wyfe  his  rynge  and  the  buckle  of  golde  of  hys 
gyrdle,  bothe  bounden  in  alytel  cloth  of  purple,  and 
aayd  to  her.  Fayre  sister,  haue  this,  and  kepe  it  as 
longe  as  it  shall  please  our  lord  god,  and  it  sjiall  be 
a  token  bytweene  us,  and  he  gyue  you  grace  to 
kepe  truly  your  virgynitie.  After  this  he  toke  of 
golde  and  syluer  a  grete  somme»  and  departed  alone 
fro  Rome,  and  founde  a  shyppe  in  which  be  sayled 
in  to  Ghrece*  And  fro  thens  went  in  to  Surrye^, 
and  came  to  a  city  called  Edessia,  and  gaue  there 
all  his  money  for  the  loue  of  God,  and  dad  hym  in 
a  cote,  and  demaunded  almes  for  goddes  sake  lyke  a 
poore  man  tofore  the  chirche  of  our  lady^  and  what 
he  lefte  of  the  almesses  aboue  his  necessity,  he  g^ue 
it  to  other  for  goddes  sake,  and  euery  sondaye  be 
was  hottseied  and  receyved  the  sacrament,  suche  a 
lyie  he  ladde  longe.  Some  of  y^  messengers  y^  his 
&tlier  had  sent  to  seche  hym  through  all  the  partyes 
of  the  World  came  to  seek  hym  in  the  sayd  cyte 
of  Edyssia  and  gaue  unto  hym  theyr  almes,  he 
syttynge  tofore  the  chirche  with  other  poore  people, 
but  they  knew  hym  not,  and  he  knewe  well  them, 

1  Syrit. 
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and  thusked  omr  Lord»  ssyenge— *I  thadc  the  &jte 
lokde  Je»i  Chryst  y^  thöu  voneheat  tale  to  caU  nw^ 
and  to  take  almes  in  tliy  name  of  my  seruantti  I 
praye  the  to  perfourm  in  mt  that  wluch  thou  halt 
b^OD.  Whan  the  messengera  were  rgtumed  to 
Rome,  and  Eufemyen  his  fader  sawe  they  had  not 
focmdcn  his  sone,  be  layd  hym  down  tqpon  a  matrcs 
atratchynge  on  the  erdi,  waylynge  and  sayd  tlms^  I 
ifaal  holde  me  hete  and  abyde  tyll  y*  I  have  tyd-» 
yiftgca  of  my  sone.  And  y*  wyfe  of  his  sone  Alexis 
saiyd  Wi^yoge  to  Eufemyen,  I  shal  not  departe  o«t 
<^  yo«r  hous,  but  shal  make  me  semblaMe  aad  lykie 
to  the  turde,  whiohe  after  y^  she  hath  lost  her  felowe 
wyl  take  none  other,  bnt  all  her  lyfe  afber  lyveth 
^aste«  In  lyke  wyse,  I  shall  reAise  all  felowshyp 
UAtö  y*  tyme  y^  I  shall  knowe  whtre  my  ryghte 
tfweCft  frende  is  beeomen.  Aftet  that  Alexis  had 
done  fais  penannce  by  ryght  grete  povertein  y^  sayd 
CjtBf  and  ledde  a  ryght  hdy  l3rfe  by  y*  space  of 
xw^  yerö,  there  was  a  voyce  herde  y^  came  iro  god 
«ato  the  chirche  of  onr  lady  and  tmd  to  the  porter, 
Make  the  man  of  god  to  etitre  in,  for  he  is  worthy 
to  hane  die  kingdome  of  heven,  and  the  spiryte  oi 
gCfd  restedi  on  hym»  Whan  iht  derke  conde  »ot 
fynde  ne  knovre  hym  amcmge  the  other  poor  men, 
he  prayed  unto  god  to  shewe  to  hym  who  it  was. 
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And  a  voyce  came  firom  hered  and  sayd,  he  syttedi 
without  tofore  the  entre  of  the  chirche.  And  so  the 
clerke  founde  h3rm,  and  prayed  hym  humbly  that  he 
wolde  come  into  y^  chhrche.  Whan  tbis  myrade 
came  to  the  knowlege  of  the  people,  and  Alexis 
sawe  that  men  dyd  to  hym  honour  and  worsfaypt 
anone  for  to  eschewe  vaynglory  he  departed  fro 
thens  and  came  into  Grece  when  he  toke  shyppe» 
and  entred  for  to  go  to  Cecyle  S  but  as  god  wold 
there  arose  a  grete  wynde  which  made  the  shyppe  to 
arryue  at  the  porte  of  Rome.  When  Alexis  sawe 
thisy  anone  he  sayd  to  h3rmselfe,  By  the  grace  of 
god  I  wyl  Charge  no  man  of  Rome,  I  wyl  go  to  my 
&der'8  hou8  in  suche  wyse  as  I  shal  not  be  beknowen 
of  ony  person.  And  when  he  was  within  Rome  he 
mette  Eufemyen  bis  fader  which  came  fro  y*  palays 
of  y*  emperours  w**  a  grete  meyny  *  foUowynge  hym. 
And  Alexis  hys  sone  a  poore  man  ranne  cryenge 
and  sayd.  Sergeaunt  of  god  haue  pyte  on  me  that 
am  a  poor  pylgrym,  and  receyre  me  into  thy  hous 
for  to  haue  my  sustenaunce  of  y®  relefe  y^  shall  come 
fro  thy  borde,  that  god  [may]  blysse  the,  and  baue 
pyte  on  thy  sone,  which  is  also  a  pylgrym«  Whan 
Eufemyen  herde  speke  of  bis  sone,  anone  bis  herte 
began  to  melt  and  sayd  to  hys  servauntes,  Whiche 

1  Siciljr.  2  Minj ;  Norm.  Fr.  Coinmonly  a  houiehold. 
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of  you  wyl  haue  pyte  on  this  man,  and  take  y*  eure 
and  Charge  of  hym.  I  shall  deliver  hym  from  hys 
servage  and  make  him  free»  and  shall  g3rve  hym 
of  m3rn  herytage.  And  anone  he  commysed' 
hym  to  one  of  his  seryamitesy  and  commaunded 
y^  his  hedde  sholde  he  made  in  a  comer  of  y^ 
h^üly  whereas  comers  and  goers  myght  se  hym« 
And  the  servaunt  to  whom  Alexis  was  commaunded 
to  kepe  made  anone  his  hedde  under  the  stayr  and 
steppes  of  the  hall.  And  there  he  lay  right  like  a 
poore  wretche,  and  suffred  many  vylanyes  and  de- 
spytes  of  the  servauntes  of  his  fader,  which  oft 
tymes  cast  and  threwe  on  hym  y^  wasshynge  of 
disshes  and  other  fylth,  and  dyd  to  hym  many  euQl 
tumes»  andmocked  h3rm,  hut  he  neuer  complayned» 
but  suffered  all  pacyently  for  the  loue  of  god. 
Finally  whan  he  had  ledde  this  right  holy  lyfe 
wHn  his  faders  hous  in  fastynge,  in  prayenge»  and 
in  penaunce  by  the  space  of  vij  yere,  and  knewe 
that  he  sholde  soon  dye,  he  prayed  the  servaunt  y* 
kepte  hym  to  gyve  hym  a  pece  of  parchement  and 
ynke.  And  therein  he  wrote  by  ordre  all  hys  lyfe 
and  how  he  was  maryed  by  the  commaundement  of 
his  fader,  and  what  he  had  sayd  to  hys  wife,  and  of 
the  tokens  of  hys  rynge  and  bocle  of  hys  gyrdell» 

'    1  Committed. 
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tbat  he  had  gjucn  to  her  at  his  ckpartyige,  and 
what  he  had  suffbred  üär  goddes  sake.  And  aU 
thi$  dyd  he  fiir  to  make  his  ftdev  to  imdemattde 
that  he  was  hi«  soaew  After  this  wfa^  it  pleased 
god  fot  to  diewe  and  many&st  the  vyctory  of  cur 
lorde  Jea«  Chrirt  in  his  servaunt  Alexis.  On  a 
ijtnß  o&  a  sondaye  after  masse  herjngo  aU  the  pee- 
{de  itt  dM  chirche^  (here  was  a  v&pse  herde  from 
god  cr3F6iige  and  aa^nge  as  ia  sayd  Mathei  imde- 
cimo  eapitulo.  Cöme  imto  me  ye  that  lahonr  and 
he  traua^^y  I  shall  cotnfbrt  you.  Of  wiach  voycc 
all  the  people  were  abasshed,  Manche  anon^  feU  ddme 
unto  the  erth.  And  the  royee  sayd  agayne.  Seche 
je  the  serVaunt  of  god,  tor  he  prayeth  ßdr  all  Rone. 
And  they  sought  hym,  bnt  he  was  not  founden. 

9,  Alexis  in  a  momynge  on  a  good  firydaye  gaoe 
hb  sottl  to  god|  and  departed  out  of  this  worlde. 
And  y*  same  daye  idl  the  people  assemhled  at  Saynt 
Peters  chtirche  and  prayed  god  y^  he  wolde  shewe 
to  them  where  the  man  of  god  myght  be  foonden 
y*  prayed  for  Rome.  And  a  voyce  was  herde  that 
came  firo  god  that  sayd.  Ye  shall  fynde  hym  itf  the 
hous  of  Eufemyen.  And  the  people  said  unto  £«<» 
femyen,  Why  hast  thou  hydde  Uro  us,  thou  hast 
suche  grace  in  thy  hous«  And  Eu^smyen  answered. 
God  knoweth  that  I  knowe  no  thynge  therof. 


C  ArdiadiiM  Mwl  Honoriu*  y'  wef^  etaperours  afc 
Rome»  and  alaa  y^  pope  Iimocent  cammaunded  y^ 
roea  shold  go  unU>  Ettfemyaois  hou«  fbr  to  enquyre 
dfligeBtl j  tjdjngtB  oi  Ihe  man  of  god.  BttfaoayeB 
went  tofore  with  his  servaunte«  fi>r  to  make  redy 
Itia  hou»  agayMt  tbtf  camynge  <^  ihe  "Pope  atid  em« 
ptroiirs«  And  wban  Akada  wyfe  andentode  tbe 
cauae,  änd  how  a  voyee  was  herde  that  eama  fra 
god»  sayeüge.  Sedie  ye  y*  man  of  god  in  Euft- 
my^M  bous,  anon  ahe  layd  to  Eu&myen«  Syf  ae 
yf  thia  poore  man  that  ye  have  so  kmg  kepto  and 
hetberowed  be  the  same  man  of  god,  I  have  wdl 
marked  that  he  hath  Ijrued  a  right  fhyre  and  ho)y 
ly&.  He  hath  eüery  acMidaye  receyved  the  saera* 
ment  of  ths  awter«  He  hath  ben  ryght  religyons 
in  fastynge,  in  wakynge,  and  in  prayer ,  Mid  hadi 
MdBred  paeyently  and  debonayrly  of  out  servmmtes 
mairjT  vylanyea.  And  when  Eufemyen  had  herde 
all  thia^  he  ran  toward  Alexis  and  founde  hym  deed. 
He  dyscou^red  his  visage»  whiche  shone  and  was 
bryght  as  y^  fiice  of  an  aungdl«  And  anone  he 
reCtimed  towarde  y^  en^perours  and  sayd.  We 
have  fovmden  the  man  of  god  that  we  soaght.  And 
toUe  utito  them  how  IIa  had  herberowed  hym,  and 
bow  the  boiy  man  had  lyued»  and  also  how  he 
was  deed,  and  that  he  beide  a  byll  or  lettre  in  his 
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hande  which  they  might  not  drawe  out.  Anone  the 
emperours  with  the  pope  went  tö  .Eofeniyeiis  hoiisi 
and  came  tofore  the  bedde  where  Alexis  lay  deed 
and  sayd.  How  well  that  we  be  synners,  yet  neuer- 
theless  we  governe  y*  worlde,  and  loo  here  is  y* 
pope  the  generali  fader  of  all  the  chirchei  and  gyre 
US  the  lettre  y^  thou  holdest  in  thyn  hande,  for  to 
knowe  what  is  the  wrytyng  pf  it.  And  the  pope 
wente  tofore  and  toke  the  lettre,  and  toke  it  to  his 
notary  for  to  rede.  And  y"  notary  redde  tofore  the 
pope,  the  emperours  and  all  the  people.  And  whaq 
he  came  to  the  poynt  that  made  mencyon  of  his 
fader  and  of  his  moder,  and  also  of  his  wyfef  and 
that  by  the  enseygnes  *  that  he  had  gyuen  to  his 
wyfe  at  his  departjrnge,  his  rynge  and  bode  of  his 
gyrdle  wrapped  in  a  lytell  purple  clothe  at  his  de- 
partynge.  Anone  Eufemyen  feil  downe  in  a  swoone, 
and  whan  he  came  agayne  to  hymselfe  he  began  to 
draw  his  heres  and  bette  his  brest  and  feil  downe  on 
the  Corps  of  Alexis  his  sone,  and  kyssed  it,  wepyng 
and  cryenge  in  ryght  grete  sorrowe  of .  herte,  say- 
enge.  Alas  ryght  swete  son  wherefore  hast  thou 
made  me  to  sufire  suche  sorowe,  thou  sawest  what 
sorowe  and  heuynes  we  had  for  the,  alas  why  haddest 
thou  no  pite  on  us  in  so  long  tyme,  how  myghtest 

1  Signs,  tokens. 
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^oü  sn^  thy  moder  and  thy  &ther  wepe  so  moche 
fbr  the,  and  thou  sawest  it  weil  without  takyng 
pyte  on  us.    I  supposed  to  have  herd  some  tyd- 
ynges  of  the,  and  now  I  se  the  lye  deed,  whiche 
sholdest  be  my  solace  in  myne  age,  alas  what  solace 
may  I  haue  that  se  my  right  dere  son  deed,  me 
were  better  dye  than  l3rve.     Whan  the  moder  of 
Alexis  säwe  and  herd  this,  she  came  rennynge  lyke 
a  lyonesse  and  cryed^  Alas!  alas!  drawing  her 
beere  in  grete  sorrowe,  scratehynge  her  pappes 
with  her  nayles  sayenge«  These  pappes  haue  gy  ven 
the  souke,  and  whan  she  myght  not  come  to  the 
Corps  for  the  foyson  of  people  y*  was  come  diyder» 
she  cried  and  said.    Make  rome  and  waye  to  me 
sorrowfull  mod^  y^  I  may  se  my  desyre  and  my 
dere  son  that  I  have  engendered  and  nourisshed« 
And  as  soon  as  she  came  to  the  body  of  her  sone» 
she  feil  downe  on  it  pyteously  and  kyssed  it,  say- 
enge thus.    Alas  for  soröwe  my  dere  son,  y*  lyght 
of  myn  age,  why  hast  thou  made  us  suffre  so  moche 
sorow,  thou  sawest  thy  &der,  and  me  thy  sorowe- 
füll  inoder  so  oüe  wepe  for  the,  and  woldest  neuer 
mäke  to  us  semblaunt  of  sone  \    O  all  ye  y^  haue 
y^  hert  of  a  moder,  wepe  ye  with  me  upon  my  dere 
sone,  whome  I  haue  had  in  my  hous  yij.  yere  as  a 
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poort  SHUI,  <to  mhome  xny  aenriiMitai  b«re  daae 
ifootlbB  vykay*    A  l  &yi»  lone  äiou  haet  aoffioed 
them  n§^  svretely  aiid  debons^ly.    Alaa»   ihoü 
tfaat  were  my  tmst,  mj  camfiNrte,  and  mj  solao^  ia 
Boytt  oUe  age»  baw  nughtesl;  thou  Iqrde  y*'  Bfornme, 
diat  3m  thy  aorowfttU  saoder,  who  sball  gy  Ye  t»  aagai 
eyen  htom  heia  forth  a  fouittayn  of  teres  ior  Jto 
Bndce  ^payne  unto  y*  aorowe  of  my  hcarte.  ;Aiid  irfb« 
tius  canae  tfae  wyie  of  Alfixiß  in  wepyng  ^tlffowyBge 
kecaeUe  «pon  tbe  body,  apd  with  grete  ayi^ea  «id 
heuyiieaB   sayd»    Right  sw^te  firende  ood  wpwm 
lüboaEue  lange  I  liane  desyred  ix>  se»  and  chaately  I 
haue  1»  y^  kept  myaeUe  lyke  a  tucde  y^  ^om  ifttln 
oitt  maka '  wayktb  and  w^pieth,  and  loo  haie  ja  «y 
lyght  Bwete  iitisbonde»  wbon«e  i  bwKe  desysod  jto  ae 
alyne,  aai  wmv  I  te  kjfm  daed»  &o  faens  &rih  I 
w«kte  not  in  wkaoae  I  Mli  baue  fyaAinee  «a  faope. 
Caitea  roy  scdace  is  deed»  and  in  aorewa  I  diall  be 
aato  y*  delh.    f^a  now  fpittho'  I  a«  y^  moat  un- 
ha]^y  amonge  aU  woaaen»  «nd  xdkened  amonge  the 
aonmfnll  wydfifwea.   .And  afber  iheae  pyteouß  com* 
l^i^ratos  y*  pec^le  wqpte  for  the  deth  of  Alexis. 
The  pope  made  the  bo^  :to  be  takan  up  and  tobe 
pat  intia  a  ahKyiie,  and  Iwrne  nnto  y*  diirche.    And 
whan  h  was  bome  Amigh  y*  cyte  rygiit  gaete 

1  PartMr,  BiiytBimi  2  BeaMforwud. 
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foyson '  of  pec^e  came  i^jFntt  it  And  0^i.  The 
man  of  |^  is  foundea  y^  tbe  cyte  aought.  Wbat- 
«omeTer  «ke  bo4y  ü^bt  toucb  the  sbxyney  be  was 
aiKHie  hfiled  of  bis  laala^« 

There  was  »  blynde  inaa  y*  rcKsouored  hjTS  ayght» 
and  lame  and  other  be  h^l^,  Tbe  eK^^eüov  made. 
guete  foyBon  of  golde  «nd  #>Jußr  jto  be  tjbrowen 
ancHige  y^  people  tat  to  n^e  ws^e  y^  tb«  abryne 
mygbt  ittisse.  Apd  thiub  by  gprete  bbeur  aad-'grtile- 
rence,  was  borqe  tbe  body  o(  &di>t  Alexis  wdXo  tbe 
cborcbe  of  Saynt  Bonyfacej  y*  gle^rioup  mwiyr. 
And  tbere  was  ^e  body  |^t  in  a  ssbiyve  taoehe  bo^* 
mmrably  omade  of  golde  and  i^lu»»  y*  «en^i^b  daye 
of  Juyll'.  And  al  the  people  rendised  tbai^^^ife^ 
and  laudes  to  our  lorde  God  £Mr  bis  grel«  o^yraele^ 
unto  whome  be  gyuen  bonour,  limde  iQp4  c^ory  in 
3ecula  seculorum.    Amen*. 


From  tbe  preceding  narratives«  tbe  feader  mqf 
discover  some  of  tbe  most  prominent  features  of  So- 
man  Catbolic  worsbip.  I^et  us  j^ance  at  tbe  stoory« 
Here  is  a  yonnf  man  connected  by  tbeclogsestpf  aN 

1  Plenty,  niimber.  2  fxdj, 
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ties  to  a  deserring  female,  whom  hemarries  to  read 
a  theological  lecture,  and  then  leave  a  prey  to  irre- 
mediable  Fegret.  He  associätes  with  a  number  of 
squalid  wretches,  and  exists  on  the  precarious  bounty 
of  strangers  in  the  most  unprofitable,  not  to  say 
knavisb  indolence.  In  the  mean  time  bis  broken 
hearted  parents  are  devoured  by  an  intense  anxiety« 
of  which  he  is  totally  regardless.  I  pass  the  mte- 
culous  part  of  this  veritable  history;  ifPrinceHo« 
henlohe's  manrels  deserve  credit,  it  would  be  incon« 
gruous  and  inconsistent  to  refuse  it  here«  Cur 
*'  pious  JEneta,**  disguised  in  the  accnmulated  fildi 
of  seventeen  years,  retums  to  bis  father's  hoose. 
Here  he  breeds  a  race  of  vermin ;  and  luxuriously 
battens  upon  the  g^bage,  which  the  servants,  aware 
of  bis  peculiar  taste,  plentifully,  and  one  migbt  think, 
properly,  communicated.  All  this  whilehe  is  an  eye- 
witness,  and  an  ear-witness,  of  the  misery  bis  ab- 
sence  occasions  ;  and,  as  if  to  complete  the  perfec- 
tlon  of  such  a  character,heleaves  behindhim  ascroD, 
of  which  the  only  effect  must  necessarily  be  to  arouse 
a  keener  agony,  and  to  quicken  a  dying  despair. 
And  this  is  the  monstrous  Compound,  which  a  roice 
from  Heaven  prodaims  holy,  and  which  mirades  are 
caUed  in  to  sanction !  This  is  to  be  emphatically,  a 
^'  Man  of  Goj>  !''    He»  who  neglects  every  rdatine 


ibtty ;  he  who is  a Omelaiid ui^ldefiil  mm,  a  bäd 
husband)  and  careless  master ;  he  whose  whöle  life 
18  to  eonsrume  tiiAe,  not  to  employ  it  *  to  vegetate, 
but  not  to  exist — to  dream  away  life,  with  every 
sense  locked  up,  every  capability  destroyed,  every 
good  principle  uncultivated — and  that  too  in  the 
most  loathsome  and  degraded  condition — this»  ia 
to  be  a  Man  of  God! 

That  the  story  before  us  contains  a  faithful  picture 
of  the  times,  and  of  many  succeeding  times ;  that  it 
describes  the  prevailing  tenets  of  Popery,  will  be 
generalfy  admitted.  Some,  indeed,  whose  charity 
"  hopeth  the  best/*  will  be  ready  to  believe,  that  the 
colours  of  an  imaginative  mind  have  been  scattered 
along  it ;  and  that,  however  correspondent  the  out- 
line may  be,  the  sketch  has  been  filled  up  by  the  aid 
of  exaggeration,  while  embellishment  has  stepped 
into  the  place  of  truth.  But  we  have  unfortunately 
too  many  prototypes  in  nature ;  history  is  too  co- 
pious  in  examples  to  oblige  us  to  have  recourse  to 
fiction  for  an  illustrative  comment.  The  life  of  Ig- 
natius  Loyola,  the  founder  of  the  order  of  Jesus, 
presents  a  very  singular  and  apposite  confirmation 
of  the  temark ;  and  I  am  happy  to  have  received 
a  most  obliging  permission  to  extract  an  able  ar* 
dcle  on  this  subject  from  a  late  number  of  the  Retro* 
spective  Review— -a  wörk,  which  I  have  no  hesita- 
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tionki  oommenfiag,  wbclbar  for  Ae  Bdimdnett  of 
iu  prindplesy  the  depth  «id  accvffiacy  of  ^  te- 
searches,  or  the  high  ifttefieötual  st^iicHrk^  #it]i 
whkh  it  has  hitherto  heeü  i^dnchicted  \ 


•*  We  must  commence  our  Jiistory  in  the  year 
1491,  which  was  rendered  impörtant  by  the  birdiof 
Ignatius,  who  first  saw  the  light  in  Spain,  in  the  du- 
trict  called  Guipuscoa.  Being  decicended  ärom  an 
ancient  &mily,  the  lords  of  Ögnez  and  Loyola,  aod 
moreover  well-shaped  and  of  a  lively  temper,  hk 
iather  destined  him  for  the.cjourt,  wherehe  wassent 
at  an  early  age  as  page  to  Idng  Ferdinand.  Incited, 
however,  by  the  example  of  his  brothers,  whb  hai 
distinguished  then^elveski  theanny.  andhisown 
love  of  glory,  he  soon  grew  weary  of  the  iüactiyity 
of  a  court  life,  and  determined  to  seek  renown  ia 


1  Th»  prodaction  deserrcs  ererj  share  of  public  finronr ;  ni 
large  as  the  present  lale  is  said  to  be,  I  haye  nodoabtofitsiBf 
orease.  The  natare  of  the  pnblicatioD,  oonfined  as  it  is  to  patt 
ages  of  literatnre,  will  probably  preclade  that  drcnlation  to  which 
itiseiitsjiistljeDlideil;  bnt  bo  maa»  who  tidLes  «Bintefeitii 
the  progiess  of  the  hmnaii  mi&d,  and  who  woidd  hoiom  MmetfaiBg 
of  works  foimerlj  so  populär«  thongh  now  snbjeoted  to  the  antt- 
biUties  of  human  caprice*  "  to  time  and  ohanoe,  which  hqipcMtt 
to  all/'  will  neglect  an  occasion  of  acquiring  as  mach  as  inresli- 
^BÜim  ean  achieve,  or  abilitjr  oommnoieüte.  Im  npport  af  theM 
remarks  I  Befer  to  an  aiüde  on  CHAUCEa  contained  in  the  Ser«- 
teenth  Number—- not  perfaaps  as  the  be$i,  but  aa  ooe  among  mnj 
good. 
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war.  He  ajiplied  liimsclf  wkb  greift  aniäiu^  änd 
sttccess  to  bis  xiäitary  exercMs«  and  «iOii  ^imlifii^ 
hiniself  far  the  senriceof  fakpcioce.  Uüwtad,  lliiat 
on  aU  occaskms  be  displayed  greatf  Inraioy  and  ooii^ 
dttct;  bttt  die  wri(ei%  of  üb  life  beäig  raore  isfie* 
rested  in  tbedetiä  et  Im  iimologieal  wastm,  kn« 
pagsedovar  bis  miHtary  acbierements  (wHb  mdigirt 
Dodoe,  ezcept  tbe  affiar  wbich  «rai  tbeaooM  käme* 
diäte  cause  c^  whatis  odiled  bis 'OonireMioii.  Um 
was  tbe  ^iege  o£  Pampeliiiia  by  tbe  Ikenob ;  üH 
wbicb  OGcasion  Bon  ignadas,  Aea  abouit  tbnrty 
yeara  of  i^,  dii^yed  gveat  gattantrjr»  aad  was 
wounded  by  a  sq^ünter  in  bisleft  leg^  -aad  bb  rigbt 
was  ahnost  at  tbe  same  monent  brokaibyacaimoii 
8bK»t.  nkewoundB  werefer  a  timeoansidareddan- 
g^rcNis;  and  tbe  pbysknnt  deckred,  Aat  «nless  a 
dtto^  took  ^ce  befcnre  tbe  middle  of  die  «gbt 
tbey  would  prore  fatal :  it  was  tberefare  tbongfat  ad« 
viaeaUe  tbat  tbe  sacnuneiit  sboiild  fae  admoMstered 
to  bbn.  Tbis  fortonatdy  bappened  .to  fae  tbe>eve  ^ 
St.  Peter,  for  wbom  Ignadus  bad  a  specid  Tenera« 
tion«  and  in  wbose  praise  fae  bad  lemierly  indited 
oertain  Spailieb  Terses.  Tbis  eurly  pietyv  i^rs  Mi^- 
fti,  ^odMoed  no  mmä  fruit,  far  befaee:  tte  eritical 
time  of  «fenigbt  «rrivcd,  <be  apostk  appeared  to 
bim  m  a  visbo,  briafipBg  *  beaUnf  on  bis  wiaga.' 
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'*  Another  of  his  biographers  conjectures  Übat'tbe 
prince  of  tbe  apoaitks .  efiected  hb  restoration- to 
health»  beeause  he  hiad  ä  special  interest  in  the  eure 
of  a  nmn  destined  by  heayen  to  maiBtain  the  antho- 
rity  ofdie  Holy  See  against  heresy.  However  tliis 
msy  be»  Ignatims  assuredly  recov^ed,  altfaougfa  a 
slight  deformity  ronained  on  bis  leg,  caused  by  tlie 
protru^n  of  a  bone  under  the  knee.  Grieronsly 
afflicted  that  the  83rminetry  of  his  person  should  be 
dius  spcMkdy  he  det^mined  to  have  the  obnoxknis 
bone  cutoffi  and  the  Operation  was  performed  almost 
witfaoat  producing  a  change  of  countenance  in  ihe 
hardy  soldier.  Notwithstanding  all  his  care»  hem» 
eyetf  bis  right  leg  always  remained  somewhat 
shorter  than  the  lelt.  Restrained  firom  Walking,  and 
confined  to  his  bed,  he  requested,  in  order  to  amme 
himself,  to  be  fumished  with  some  books  of  cfaival- 
ry,  the  sort.of  readii^  which  chiefiy  oceupied  Ae 
attention  of  pec^le  of  quality  at  that  time ;  but  m- 
stead  ciPtdmerin  of  England^  or  AmeuUs  of  Gatä, 
they  brought  him  The  Lives  of  the  SamU.  At  first 
he  read  ihem  without  any  other  Tiew  than  that  of 
beguiling  the  time ;  but  by  degrees  he  b^;aa  to  re- 
lish  them,  and  At  length.became  so  absorbed  m  die 
study  of  ascetiCHraii  that  he  paased  whole  days  m 
studymg  The  Lkes  ofthe  SaiwtSj  mi  finallj  nade  a 


rti^utioii  to  imitate  nen  viho  IhkL  so  dittu^pEuslied 
tiiemselyes  l>y  warring  againf t  their  own  flcfsh  and 
blood»  These  aqpirations  wtre  sueeeeded  by  bis^ 
fonner  desire  for  military  g^ory  ;  but  afUar  Marions 
mental  conflicis,  and  a  great  deal  of  reflei^on,  tbe 
cbarms  of  penance  at  Jength  completely  tnumphed. 
"  For  tbe  purpose  of  gradfying  this  passion,  he  de- 
tomined  to  go  barefdot  to  theHoly  Land,  to  clothe 
^mself  in  sackcloth,  to  live  upon  bfead  and  water^ 
to  9leep  on  tbe  bare  ground»  and  to  choose  a  desert 
for  bis  abode ;  but  in  tbe  mean  time»  as  bis  leg  was 
not  sufficiently  well  to  aUow  bim  to  carry  bis  wkbes 
iato  efiect^  in  order  ina  sbgbt  degree  to  satisfy  tbe 
longings  of  bis  soul,  be  spent  part  of  tbe  nigbt  in 
weeping  for  bis  sins;  and  one  night,  prostrating 
bimself  before  an  image  of  tbe  blessed  Virgin,  be 
consecrated  bimself  to  tbe  servioe  of  her  and  her 
Son.  Immediately  he  heard  a  terrible  noise.  The 
bouse  shook,  tbe  Windows  were  broken,  and  a  rent 
made  in  tbe  wall,  wbich  was  long  after^  and  probably 
may  at  tbis  day  be  seen.  These  extrawdinary  signs 
are  not  noticed  by  Maffei ;  but  bis  less  «cautious 
brother,  Ribadeneira,  relates  tbe  fact,  altbougb  he  is 
in  some  doubt  whetber  it  was  a  sign  of  tbe  i^roba- 
tion  of  tbe  Deity,  or  of  the  rage  of  tbe  devils,  at  see» 
iog  their  prey  ravished  from  them. 
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'' AiMbtr  ni^  the  VirgiB  a^>e«red  to  luin»  hold« 
iig  her  Sani»  her  ams;  a  8^|kt  wfakh  so  icpk« 
mahed  bka  witk  apinftual  unetioii»  diat  ^ool  ditt 
tkpnefiNrwardhia  soulbecamepiirified^andaniiiiaga 
of  seMual  ddU^  were  for  ever  razedfirom  luamUL 
He  &k  Itttnaetf  ve^created,  aad  spent  all  bis  tiiiie  n 
xtadmgt  wnting,  and  locditaliiig  on  perlbrmiiig 
leoiethiog  extraordmaryT  At  length  he  aafficd 
fortk  fiDniliOjKilia,  wfaere  he  had  heen  cmiveyed  after 
ihe  siege  ofPampeluQayc  and  tookiheroad  to  Mbnt- 
wvpndf  a  moMRtery  of.BeDedictmes,  at  that  time  fih 
moiia  fof  the  de^otiona  of  ptlgrima,  makmg  hy  tbe 
way  a  yow  «f  perpetual  daastity,  one  of  the  instn- 
menta  mth  whieh  heproposed  to  arm  himsdf  in  hs 
contaaiplaAed  eombata.  He  had  not  ridden  tax  be- 
Ibre  he  feU  in  witka  Moor,  widi  whom  he  entered 
into  cowreraation^  and  amongitothc»  tc^öcs  enga§^ 
in  an  argiment  f^ut  tha  immaculate  pnrity  of  die 
Ueased  Viigjn«  Tbe  Moor  agreed,  that  imtS  the 
birth  of  Christ»  Mary  presarred  her  virginity ;  hut  ke 
maintaiaed^  Aat  when  she  becmne  a  mother  die 
eeaaed  to^be  a  Yirgin.  The  knight  heard  this  tret- 
ton againat  hia  lady  with  the  greatest  horror ;  and 
the  Moor,  peseeiving  die  diseusnon  was  tending  to 
a  distgreeable  point,  aet  spinrs  to  his  horte  and  mtde 
off.    The  Champion  of  the  honour  of  the  blested 
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Vu^ia  waB  tot  aidnle  in  cbnbt  whetber  it  was  re* 
quired  of  liim  to  revenge  die  blu^bemiet  of  the 
Moor.  He,  kowever,  followed  bini,  until  he  arrived 
at  a  place  ^ere  the  Toad  parted,  one  braach  of  it 
leadäng  to  Montserrat,  and  the  other  to  a  village  whi<- 
dier  the  Moor  was  going ;  and  being  ndodful  of  Ae 
expedient  which  errant  knights  of  old  firequendy 
adopted  to  solve  a  doubt,  he  very  wisely  detemiined 
to  be  guided  by  his  horse,  and  if  the  ammal  took  the 
same  read  as  the  Moor,  to  take  vengeance  on  him ; 
if  not,  dies  to  puvsne  his  way  in  peace  to  Montser^ 
rat*  The  horse  being  0t  a  peaceaUe  diqposition, 
took  üie  road  to  Möntserrat ;  and  having  arrived  at 
a  TiUage,  at  the  feot  of  the  mountun  on  which  the 
monastery  Stands,  his  rider  pnrehased  the  equipage 
of  a  pilgrim,  and  pr oceeding  to  the  monastery,  songht 
out  an  able  spiritmd  ditector,  md  confessed  his  sins, 
which  he  did  in  so  toll  and  Bm^e  a  manner,  and  in- 
temipted  it  witb  snch  torrents  of  tears,  that  his  con» 
fession  lasted  tliree  days«  The  next  step  which  Ig- 
natius  took  was  to  s^k  out  a  poor  man,  to  whom, 
Stripping  himself  to  his  shirt,  he  privately  gave  all 
his  clothes;  then,  putting  on  his  pilgrim's  weeds,-he 
retumed  to  th^  church  bf  the  monastery  '•     Here, 

1  Lei  the  reader  bere  tarnto  the  **  Life  of  Alexios/'  and  parti« 
eolarlj  to  pages  66,  €T,  of  thU  yolome. 

?4 


( 


$20  NOTflS. 

remembering  that  it  was  customary  for  persona  ta 
watch  a  whole  night  in  dieirarms,  previouBly  to 
their  being  knighted,  he  determined  in  like  manner 
to  keep  bis  vigil  before  the  altar  of  bis  Lady ;  and 
auspending  bis  sword  upon  a  pillar,  in  token  of  bis 
renouncing  secular  warfare,  he  continued  in  prayer 
the  whole  night,  devoting  bimself  to  the  Savionr  and 
the  blessed  Virgin,  as  their  true  knight,  according 
tp  the  practice  of  cbivalry« 

'VEarly  in  the  moming  he  departed  from  Montser- 
xat,  leaving  bis  horse  to  the  monastery»  and  receiv- 
ing  in  exchange  certain  Potential  instruments  from 
bis  ghostly  fiither«  With  bis  staff  in  bis  band,  bis 
scrip  by  bis  side,  bare-beaded,  one  foot  unshod,  (die 
other  being  still  weak  from  bis  wound)  he  walked 
briskly  to  Manreza,  a  small  town  about  three  leagues 
from  Montserrat.  Resolved  to  make  Manreza  illus- 
trious  by  bis  exemplary  penance,  he  took  up  his 
abode  at  the  hospital  for  pilgrims  and  sick  persons ; 
he  girded  his  loins  with  an  iron  chain,  put  on  a  hair 
Shirt,  disciplined  bimself  three  times  a  day,  laid  upon 
the  bare  ground,  and  lived  upon  bread  and  water 
for  a  week.  Not  content  with  these  mortifieaticHis, 
be  sometimes  added  to  his  hair  shirt  a  girdle  of  cer* 
tain  herbs  füll  of  thoms  and  prickles.  He  spent 
seven  hours  every  day  in  prayer,  and  frequently 
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tcmtinued  a  length  of  time  without  motion«  Consi- 
dering,  boweveri  diat  this  maceration  of  his  bo^y 
would  adyance  him  bat  a  litde  way  to  heaven,  he 
next  resolved  to  stifle  in  faimself  all  emodons  of  pride 
and  self-love,  and  for  this  end,  he  studiously  ren- 
dered  himself  disgusting,  neglecting  his*person,  and^ 
to  hide  his  quality,  assuming  a  clownish  cariiage« 
With  his  face  covered  with  dirt,  his  hair  matted,  and 
his  beard  and  nails  of  a  fearful  length,  but  his  soul 
ifilled  with  inward  satbfaction,  he  begged  his  bread 
from  door  to  door,  a  spectacle  of  scorn  and  lidicule 
to  all  the  inhabitants  and  children  of  Manreza  \ 
He  persevered  in  this  course,  notwithstanding  the 
«uggestions  of  the  wily  enemy  of  mankind,  wlio 
wished  to  tempt  him  to  the  world  again,  until  a  re- 
port  was  circulated  that  he  was  a  person  of  quality» 
and  the  feelings  of  the  people  were  converted  from 
scorn  and  ridicule  to  admiration  and  reverence» 
whereupon  he  retreated  to  a  cave  in  the  neighbour« 
hood  \  The  gloom  of  bis  new  abode  excited  in  him' 
a  lively,  vigorous  spi^t  of  penance,  in  which  he  re* 
vdded  with  the  utmost  fervour,  and  without  the  least 
restraint«     He  chastised  his  body  four  or  five  times 

1  Comparewiththii  apooimtwlmt  U  iftid  of  Alexins  io  page  07v 
si  seq, 
%  Vide  page  09« 
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a  day  witb  bis  iron  chaki,  abstained  from  food  until 

exhausied  nature  compelled  him  to  refiesh  himself 

witb  a  few  root«i  and  instead  of  praying  seven  hours 

aday,  he  did  notbing  but  pray  from  moming  until 

.Bight,  and  again,  from  night  until  mornkig,  lament- 

ing  hk  transgressionsy  and  praising  the  mercies  of 

,God.     These  excessive  indulgencies  migbtily  im- 

paired  bis  bealtb,  and  brougbt  on  a  disease  of  tbe 

f  ton^a^t  which  at.  intervala  afflicted  bim»  until  tbe 

time  of  bis  dea^b  :  tbe  Spiritual  joys  wbicb  tbey  b^d 

form^ly  brougbt»  suddenly  disappeared,  be  became 

melaneboly,  bad  tboüghts  of  destroying  bimself»  and 

tben  recoUecting  to  bare  read  of  a  bermit  who,  bav- 

ing  fmitlessly  petitioned  for  a  favour  from  Grod,  de- 

termined  to  eat  notbing  until  bis  prayers  were  beard, 

be  also  resolved  to  do  tbe  same ;  be  perserered  for 

a  week,  and  tben  at  tbe  command  of  bis  spiritual 

director  kft  off  fasting«      His  troubles  ceased»  and 

be  now  began  to  wax  into  a  saint.  He  bad  a  yision 

of  tbe  mystery  of  ihe  Holy  Trinity,  of  wbicb  be 

spoke,  altbough  be  could  only  just  read  and  write, 

mtb  so  mucb  ligbt,  and  witb  sucb  sublime  expres- 

sions,  tbat  tbe  most  ignorant  were  instructed,  and 

tbe  most  leamed  deligbted.    Nay,  be  wrote  down 

)m  coneepdont  of  tbis  mystery,  but  we  lament  to 

say,  tbat  bis  manuscript  was  unfortunately  lost.  His 
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vifions  begah  to  multiply,  the  mott  remarkable  of 
whieh  wai  an  extscy,  whidi  Istted  eiglit  days,  nei- 
ther  more  nor  less.  These  iUumiBatioiui  were  so 
Gonvinciiig,  that  be  was  heard  to  say,  that  had  the 
revehitions  never  been  recorded  ro  Scripturei  he 
would  still  have  maintained  them  to  the  last  drop 
of  his  blood.  The  heaveoly  favours  he  thos  re- 
eeived  be  opened  in  part  to  bis  ghostly  directors» 
bat  mUii  this  exoq>tioii,  be  shat  them  up  in  bis  own 
beart*  His  effbrts  to  conoeal  himsetf  firom  the  eyes 
of  men  were  vain,  his  austerities  and  extacies, 
aided  by  the  belief  of  bis  being  a  man  of  quality 
in  disguise,^  attracted  crowds  of  peoj^  to  see  and 
hear  him,  and  he  was  pronounced — ^a  saint. 

**  Notwithstanding  that  the  necessarjr  consequence 
of  aetions'  like  thesc  was  to  attract  the  attention  of 
the  World,  he'is  described  as  being  desirous  of  with- 
drawing  himself  from  the  noticeand  esteem  of  men» 
änd  he  resolved  to  carry  into  execution  a  design, 
which  he  had  long  nourished,  of  visiting  the  Holy 
Land.  He  accordingly  proceeded  to  Barcelona, 
where  he  embarked  on  board  a  ship  about  to  sail 
fbr  Italy,  landed  at  Gayeta  in  1523,  and  proceeded 
on  foot  to  Rome,  where  he  received  the  Pope's  be* 
aedictioDi  and  obtained  permission  to  make  a  pil» 

f6 
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grimage  to  Jerusalem.  From  Rome  he  weit  ta. 
Venice,  where  he  emharked,  and  arrived  at  Jerusa« 
leniy.on  the  4th  of  September  in  that  year. 

''  Here  his  heart  was  touched  with  the  most  ten- 
der  jdevotion,  and  he  began  to  deliberate  whether 
he  should  fix  his  residraee  on  the  illustrious  soil  of 
Judaea,  and  apply  himself  to  the  conversion  of  the 
infidels.  For  his  greater  satisfaction,  he  consulted 
the  superior  of  the  Franciscans,  who  had  the  care 
of  the  Holy  Sepulchre;  the  superior  remitted  him 
to  the  Father  Proyincial,  who  counselled  him 
to  return  to  Europe,  but  Ignatius,  having  s<Mne 
scruples  about  abandoning  his  design,  answered 
the  Provincialy  that  notbing  but  the  fear  of  dis« 
pleasing  God  should  make  him  leave  the  Holy 
I^and,  "  Why  Öien,"  said  the  Provincial,  "  you 
shall  be  gone  to->morrow ;  I  have  power  from  the 
holy  see  to  send  back  what  pilgrims  I  please,  and 
you  cannot  resist  me  without  ofiending  Goi"  Ig* 
natius  submitted  without  another  wordi  left  Jeru- 
salem on  the  foUowing  day,  and  arrived  at  Venice 
about  the  end  of  January,  1524.  A  Spanish  mer- 
chant  at  this  place  forced  him  (o  take  fifteen  or  six- 
teen  reals,  but  on  his  Coming  to  Ferrara  he  gave  a 
real  to  the  first  beggar  that  held  out  his  band,  a 
le^ond  ^ame,  and  he  gave  him  another,    The«^ 
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lib^dities  drew  all  tlie  beggars  to  bim,  and  he  je- 

fosed  none  lo  long  ai  his  numey  lasted»  and  when  he 

had  done,  he  began  to  b^  hünself,  whereupon  they 

cried  out,  A  saint,  a  samt  ^ !    He  needed  no.inore 

to  make  him  leave  the  place;  he  continued  his 

journey  through  Lomhardy  to  Genoa,   where  he 

embarked  for  Barcelona.    Duiing  his  voyage  firom 

the  Holy  Land,  he  had  reflected  a  good  deal  on 

the  subject  of  Converting  the  infidels,  and  consider- 

ing  that  without  the  aid  of  human  learning  his 

efforts  would  be  comparatively  inefficacious,  he  de- 

termined  to  put  himself  under  the  care  of  Ardebalo, 

the  master  of  the  grammar  school  at  Barcelona. 

He  was  now  thirty-three  years  of  age.     On  his 

arrival  at  Barcelona,  he  feil  to  the  study  of  the  ru- 

diments  of  the  Latin  language,  and  went  every  day 

to  school  with  the  little  children ;  but  whilst  his 

master  was  explaining  the  rules  of  grammar,  he 

was  deeply  engaged  with  the  mysteries  of  faith. 

This  distraction  of  attention  he  ascribed  to  the 

powers  of  darkness,  and  made  a  vow  to  continue 

his  studies   with  greater  application,  uay,  he  re- 

quested  of  Ardebalo  to  require  the  same  task  from 

him  as  the  rest  of  the  boys,  and  if  he  did  not  per- 

form  it,  to  punish  him  as  he  punished  them,  by  re- 

\  SeepageOT« 
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primand«  and  stripes«  We  ia  not  leairn  w&ether 
the  matter  was  n^oessitated  to  quicken  bis  scbolar's 
diligenee  in  die  way  auggested,  but  it  is  c^iaki 
tbat  he  now  proceeded  in  bis  studies  with  much 
greater  iadlity.  About  tbis  time,  be  read  tbe  En^ 
cMridtan  MilUU  Christiani  o£  Erasmus,  wbich  bad 
been  recommended  to  bim,  but  finding  tbat  it 
wanted  feryour»  and  in  ßict,  dunimsbed  bis  devotion 
and  exerciaes  of  piety,  (and  was  probably  redncing 
bim  to  a  reasonabl^  Cbristian)  be  tbrew  away  tbe 
book,  and  conceived  sucb  a  borror  of  it,  tbat  be 
would  never  read  it  more,  and  wben  be  became 
General  of  tbe  Jesuits,  ordered  Üiat  tbe  society 
sboukl  not  read  tbe  works  of  Erasmus.  Being  re« 
establisbed  in  bis  bealtb,  be  renewed  bis  austerities, 
but,  for  tbe  sake  of  study,  retrencbed  a  part  of  bis 
seven  bours  of  prayer.  Jobn  Pascal,  a  derout 
youtb,  tbe  son  of  tbe  woman  witb  wbom  be  lodged, 
would  frequently  rise  in  die  night  to  observe  wbat 
Ignatius  was  doing  in  bis  Chamber,  and  sometimes 
be  saw  bim  on  bis  knees,  at  others,  prostrate  on  tbe 
gfound,  and  once  be  thought  be  saw  bkn  elevated 
Irom  the  emrth,  and  surrounded  with  ligbt,  ^r  as 
Butter  expresses  k  in  bis  Hudibras, 

'*  Hang  like  Mahomet  in  th'  air, 
Or  Saint  Ignaüiu  at  bit  prayer*'' 
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**  B«t  whikt  Ignatiiit  was  labovring  ifter  kitown 
perfectio%he  did  not  neglect  diät  of  bis  neig^iboiir» 
employing  those  hown  wiiich  wert  not  dtroted  to 
study,  in  withdrawing  souls  from  vice,  by  strikmg 
examples  and  edifying  discouraes*  Remai^aUe 
iastances  of  bis  snccess  are  related,  and  on  one 
occasion  bis  interferenoe  cost  bim,  to  bis  inward  de- 
light,  a  sound  extemal  basdnado,  wbicb  oecasioned 
fifty  days  of  sickness  and  pain.  Having  contmned 
nearly  two  years  at  Barcelona,  be'  was  advised  to 
pursue  a  course  of  philosopby  at  tbe  University  of 
Alcala,  to  wbicb  place  be  went  accompanied  by 
tbree  young  men,  wbom  be  bad  brougbt  into  tbe 
way  of  vhrtue,  and  wbo  bad  desired  to  accompany 
bim :  to  tbem  be  added  a  fourtb  on  bis  arrival  at 
Alcala.  He  bad  no  sooner  arrived  tban  be  began 
to  study  witb  sucb  extreme  eagemess,  applying 
bimself  to  so  many  sdences  at  once,  tbat  bis  under- 
standing  became  confused,  and  bis  labour  produced 
no  firuits.  Disbeartened  witb  bis  little  progress,  be 
employed  bis  time  in  prayer,  in  catecbising  cbildren, 
and  attending  tbe  sick  m  tbe  boq^ital.  Tbe  mar- 
vdlous  cbanges  effected  by  Ignatius  in  Alcala 
tbrougb  bis  preaobing  and  remonstrances,  at  lengtb 
gaye  rise  to  a  rumour  tbat  be  was  eitber  a  magician 
or  a  beretic,  wbicb  Coming  to  tbe  ears  of  tbe  inqui- 
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«Hors  at  Toledo,  they  were  induced  to  bdiere  that 
he  was  an  Illuminato  or  Lutheran,  and  in  order  to 
investtgate  the  matter,  they  came  to  Alcala  to  take 
his  examination  upon  the  spot.  After  an  exact  in* 
quiry,  Ignatius  was  pronounced  innocent,  but  was 
admonished  by  the  Grand  Vicar,  that  he  and  his 
onnpanions,  not  belonging  to  any  religious  order, 
must  not  dress  in  uniform  habits,  and  he  forbid 
him  to  go  bare-foot,  with  both  which  commands  he 
oomplied,  and  ever  after  wore  shoes. 

**  About  this  time,  Ignatius  being  affiieted  with 
indisposition,  partly  from  his  austerities,  and  partly 
from  the  climate  of  Paris,  was  advised  by  his  phy- 
tipians  to  ti^  the  benefit  of  his  native  air ;  an  ad- 
vice  which  he  the  more  readily  adopted,  partly 
because  three  of  his  companions  had  some  business 
to  transact  in  Spain  before  they  could  absolutely 
renounce  all  their  worldly  goods;  and  partly  that 
he  might  repair  the  scandal  of  his  youth  by  his  pre- 
sent  virtuous  demeanour.  Having  committed  the 
care ;  of  the  society  to  Faber,  he  departed  for  his 
native  country ;  making  use,  howeyer,  of  a  horse, 
on  account  of  the  weakness  of  his  foot.  He  went 
to  Azpetia,  a  town  near  the  Castle  of  Loyola,  where 
the  clergyi  hearing  of  his  approach,  assembled  t» 
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4recetve  hfan.    He  reAued,  however,  to  take  up  his 

«bode  with  his  brother  at  the  Castle  of  Loyc^ ;  and 

instead  of  making  ose  of  the  bed  and  provisions 

whieh  he  sent  to  him  at  the  hospital,  he  chose  to  lie 

on  the  bed  of  a  poor  man,  taking  care,  however^ 

every  moming  to  disarrange  the  other»  as  if  he  had 

slept  in  it;  and  distributed  the  provisions  he  re- 

ceived  firom  Loyohi  amongst  the  poor,  and  begged 

bis  bread  about  the  town.    Once  only  he  went, 

*  upon  compulsion/  to  Tisit  the  inmates  of  Loyohb 

the  sight  of  which  renewed  the  memory  of  his  for- 

mer  life,  and  inspired  him  with  an  ardent  love  of 

mortification.     In  consequence,  he  forthwith  put  on 

a  Sharp  hair  shirt,  girded  himself  with  a  great  chain 

of  iron,  and  disciplined  himself  every  night.    He 

catechised  the  children,  he  preached  every  Sunday, 

and  two  or  three  times  in  tbe  week  besides ;  untO, 

the  churches  not  being  able  to  contain  the  great 

crowds  who  came  to  hear  him,  he  was  obliged  to 

hold  forth  in  the  open  fields,  '  et  auditores  arbores 

complere  cogerentur.'    The  first  time  he  preached, 

he  told  the  assembly  that  he  had  been,  for  a  long 

time,  grievously  afflicted  by  a  sin  of  his  youth : — 

he  had,  he  said,  with  other  boys,  broken  into  a 

garden,   and  carried  off  a  quantity  of  fruit;  an 

offence  for  which  an  innocent  person  was  sent  to 


prison,  and  condenmed  to  pay  damages.  '*  I,  there- 
fbre/'  he  pioceeded,  '<  am  the  offender ;  he  is  the 
innocent  person :  I  have  siimed — I  have  erred  !" 
and  h«  called  before  him  the  man»  who  by  chance 
waa  present,  and  gave  hhn,  before  the  pubHc,  two 
fiurms»  which  belonged  to  him.  We  shall  pass  over 
the  particular  circumstances  of  success  which  at- 
tended  his  preaching:  it  will  be  sufficient  to  apprize 
our  readersi  that  as  soon  as  he  preached  against  the 
immodest  attire  of  the  women,  it  disappeared ;  that 
the  iame  day  he  denouneed  gaming,  the  gamesters 
threw  thcir  dice  into  &e  river ;  that  the  courtezans 
made  hoTy  pilgprimages  on  foot,  and  the  blasphemers 

ceased  to  curte. 

«        «        «        «        «         « 

**  Although  diia  tketdt  of  the  life  of  Ignatius 
Loyola  beart  no  prc^rdon  to  the  details  which 
hare  been  given  of  it  by  afoout  twenty  biographers, 
it  18,  we  conceive,  sufficiently  ample  to  enable  the 
jreader  to  form  a  correct  judgment  of  bis  character. 
It  haa  been  thought  that  the  society  of  Jesuits  owed 
its  or%in  to  the  enthusiasm,  rather  tban  the  policy, 
of:  its  fpunder  ^  Let  the  reader  trace  him  from 
bis  convendon  to  bis  death,  follow  him  through  bis 
rigorous  infliction  of  sdf-punishment,  bis  fastings 

1  Robertson's  Charles  V.,  ▼•  üi.  b.  6.    Bayle,  Art  Lo YOLA. 
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untS  exluttsted  natut e  was  ready  to  sink  under  his 
severe  austerities,  bis  Ydantary  beggary,  his  grow« 
mg  reputatioii  for  taaetity,  hk  fl^ht  from  public 
Dotice  aad  reverence  wbilst  he  pursiied  the  veiry 
means  to  obtatn  them,  his  being  stamped  a  saint» 
bis  applicatton  to  hummi  learaing,  the  ttofolding  of 
his  Tiews»  die  alteratioa  in  bis  austerities,  in  bis 
habits  of  Hfe  and  mode  of  dress,  and  he  will  pro* 
bably  be  of  a  dilferent  opinion.  Enthusiasm  waa 
doobtless  the  inspiring  fountain  at  which  he  first 
drank;  not  so  mudi,  boWev^»  the  enthosiasm  of 
an  ardeiit  and  nbble  .nutid;  as  a  pretematnral  esceite- 
ment  caused  by  th«  sort  of  reading  to  which  acci^ 
dent  invited  htm,  working  on  a  debilitated  and 
fevensh  frame.  His  enthusiasm,  after  the  first 
ebullttion,  seems  to  have  had  a  method  in  it ;  it 
led  1^  to  JQst  so  mach  Toluntary  su£ferii^  as  was 
necessary  to  gain  him  the  reputation  of  a  saint,  and 
it  was  probably  at  that  species  of  farae  that  he  at 
first  aimed :  his  affected  hunülity  was  ostentation ; 
his  pretended  sednsion,  notimety ;  he  did  not  con- 
ceal  from  his  kft  band  what  bis  right  band  did,  he 
distributed  the  ahns  be  had  acquired  to  beggars, 
and  as  soon  as  he  had  äaae  began  to  heg  himself« 
to  the  admiration  of  the  professors  of  mendicity ; 
and  it  was  no  wonder  they  should  cry  out,  a  saint, 


A  SAINT !  He  did  not  retire  into  trackless  deserttf 
Hke  the  '  eremites'  of  old»  but  like  a  redring  beautyi 
öuffered  bis  flight  from  tbe  world  to  be  seen»  and 
was  shocked  when  he  was  fbllowed.  Whilst  render-^ 
kig  himself  an  object  of  loathing  and  disgüst,  and 
attenuating  bis  body  to  the  proper  point  of  sanctity, 
it  was  swelling  with  holy  pride  and  inward  gratula« 
tion ;  but  as  soon  as  this  part  of  bis  object  was 
once  accomplishedy  be  threw  off  bis  tattered  robes, 
and  iron  cbain,  be  diminisbed  bis  hours  of  prayer, 
and  grander  prospects  and  mightier  power  began  to 
Cfen  before  bim.  Not  that  he  would  have  besitated 
to  continue  them  for  tbe  purpose  of  preservmg  bis 
reputation  or  securing  an  important  object ;  bnt 
wbat  is  to  be  remarked,  is,  tbat  those  tbings  viiiieb 
be  had  formerly  considered  indispensable,  were  now 
no  longer  thought  so^  and  tbat  without  any  cbange 
of  the  circumstances  which  originally  made  tbem 
necessary^-and  it  is  not  sufficient  to  resort  to  visions 
to  account  for  the  cbange.  For,  althougb  an  entbu- 
siastic  imagination  might  see  such  tbings  *  in  dim 
perspective/  the  whole  of  the  conduct  of  Ignatius 
marks  bim  to  be  a  cool  persevering  and  calculating 
politician  ^  and  the  visions  themselves  ceased,  when 

1  Though  bis  biographers  considered  bim  of  an  ardent  tempera- 
ment,  bis  physicians  thongbt  bim  of  a  pblegmatic-constitatioii. 
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no  loQger  i^uired  to  spread  bis  name.  and  coiuKdi« 
date  his  power.  Thou^  influenced  by  motiVes  of 
ambitioiiy  they  were  not  tbose  of  wealth  or  rank, 
bat  of  real,  substantial  power ;  and,  althougb  some 
obscure  thougbts  of  framing  a  reUgious  Order  migbt 
bave  obtruded  upon  bis  meditations  at  Manreza,  it 
is  probable  that  tbe  precise  nature  of  it  was  only 
gradually  unfolded,  and  not  completed  until  he  was 
about  to  leave  Paris  *." 


Tbe  latter  part  of  tbe  life  of  Ignatius  Loy ola,  bears 

no  Proportion  to  its  outset.   Enthusiasm  bad  abated, 

and  poliey  was  tbe  cynosure  of  bis  subsequent  ca« 

reer.     In  tbis  be  difiers  from  Alexius ;  as  be  be« 

came  more  active,  be  became  less  a  Saint  ;  and  as 

bis  mind  opened,  uid  reason  assumed  ber  proper 

Station,  be  gradually  lost  tbe  fanatic  in  tbe  designing 

founder  of  a  sect.     Wbat  be  retained  of  fanaticism 

was  cbiefly  extemal,  and  artifieial ;  but  tbe  leading 

features  of  bis  life,  accord  surprizingly  with  tbe  le- 

gendary  cbaracter  of  tbe  text.     Had  Loyola  re- 

mained  always  ignorant,  he  had  been  always  a  bigot ; 

and,  jttdging  by  tbe  commencenent  of  bis  life^ 

*  ItETRospficnvE  Review,  No.  XVn. 
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would  have  died  as  usekas  and  aa  biirdensoine  to 
aociety  as  thesonof  iheaeiuitor 


Note  18.    Page  80, 

**  What  I  expendedf  l  htme ;  tvhat  I  gaoe  mma^f  I 

havß." 

From  hence»  in  all  probability,  Robert  Byrkes 
derived  the  quaint  epitaph,  which  is  to  be  found»  ac- 
cording  to  Gough,  in  Dxmcaster  church,  *'  new  cut " 
upon  bis  tomb  in  Roman  capitals. 

"  H«we  :  Howe  :  wfa»  is  lieare  : 

I,  Robin  of  DonoMt^r,  .and  Kargtret  jnj  fean  1. 

Thail*p^,thailkad: 

Tk«iJg4we,thaiIhave: 

Thatlleft^thatllost. 

A.D.  1S79. 

Qnod  RobertM  Bjrkes, 

who  in  Ulis  worlde 

did  re  jgne  thre 

score  yeares  and  seaT'en, 

and  yet  lired  not  one.'* 

NoTB  14.    Vage  81. 

The  Story  aeenu  here  to  be  defidctiTe;  **  wfaat  I 
expended,  I  have:  wbat  I  gare  away,  I  bare/'  re- 

1  Wife— properly  oompanion,  comrade. 


NOTES. 
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oeives  no  ei^lanatioii*  It  may  be  Sllect  up  tfaos : 
**  What  I  expended,  I  bave,"  that  is,  lutying  ex« 
pended  my  property  with  judgment,  I  have  received 
various  benefito  which  remain  to  me  in  my  posterity« 
**  What  I  gave  away,  I  have,^  that  is,  my  donations 
have  procured  forme  the  thaaloiof  the  poor,and  the 
blesaing  of  heaven. 

>  -        ' 

Note  15.    Page  86. 
*^  Must  and  vinegarJ* 

Mustf  is  new  wine«  ''  Vinum  i^tur  moitum^  quo« 
modo  Cato  loquitur»  idem  est,  quod,  novum^  sive 
oivoc  mxrx^^^ot^  Nonius :  Miutunif  non  solum  vinum, 
verum  novellum  quicquid  est,  reete  dicitur." 

Finegar,  Lat.  acetum.  **  Optimum,  et  laudatis- 
simum  acetum  a  Romanis. habebatur  JEgyptum, 
quod  acrimoniam  quidem  habebat  multam,  sed  mix- 
tam  tamen  dulcedine  aliqua,  quse  asperitatem  tollerit, 
nee  horrorem  gustandi  injiceret."  FaccioL  The  vi- 
negar  spoken  of  in  the  text,  Was  probably  sweet- 
ened. 


Note  16.    Page  90. 
There  are  several  populär  stories  not  unlike  the 
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present;  but  they  willprobably  occur  to  theme^ 
mory  Ofmost readers. 


Note  17.    Page  92. 

There  is  a  curious  defence  öf  transubstantiation 
in  this  moral ;  and  we  may  admire  its  ingenuity 
while  we  reprobate  the  absurd  doctrine  it  is  designed 
to  advocate. 

**  You  ask,"  says  the  writer  of  tbe  Gest,  **  by 
what  means  bread  may  be  converted  into  the  real 
body  of  Christ*  Observe  how  the  mother  nourishes 
her  child«  If  she  hunger,  and  want  milk,  the  in- 
fant,  deprived  of  its  proper  sustenance,  languishes 
and  dies.  But  if,  in  her  greatest  extremity,  she 
drink  but  the  lees  of  wine,  those  lees,  taken  by  the 
mouth,  become  changed  into  blood,  and  supply  milk 
and  nutriment  to  the  child.  If  nature,  then,  exert 
so  much  power  over  the  woman,  how  much  more 
shall  the  virtue  of  the  sacramental  rite,  operating  by 
the  mouth  of  the  priest,  (that  is,  by  the  words  of 
Christ  proceeding  from  bis  mouth),  convert  biread 
into  flesb,  and  wine  into  blood." 


NOTES. 
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NoTi  ir\    Page  93. 

"  The  widm  of  a  Castellan." 

The CasteUan  was  atmUtäiy  guafdian  of  a  Castle ; 
and  of  the  same  dignity  as  the  viscount.    See  Du- 

cange. 


Note  18*    Page  96. 

'^  This  Story  is  told  in  Caxton's  Golden  Le-* 
oxNDE  t,  and  in  the  Metrical  Lives  of  the  Saints. 
Hence  Julian,  or  Saint  Julian,  was  called  haspUator^ 
er  ihegode  herber jmr ;  and  the  Pater  Noster  be« 
came  fiunous,  which  he  used  io  say  for  the  soub  of 
bis  father  and  mother  whom  he  had  thus  unfortu- 
nately  kilkd.  The  peculiar  exceUencies  of  this 
prayer  are  displayed  by  Boccace.    Chaucer,  speak** 

*  Thi«  Dotation  U  ui  error  of  the  PreM. 

t  *<FoLOO.ed.  1498."->iranoii.  Tbere  were  a  great  many 
Sainta  of  thia  name.  "  Of  thia  Sajnt  Jnl  jen  aome  aaje  thia  ia  he 
that  pjlgrjina  and  wajfarying  mea  call  and  reqvjre  for  good  her- 
borowe,  becaoae  onr  Lorde  waa  lodged  in  hia  hooa.  Bat  it  aeem- 
eth  better  tliatit  ia  be  jt  akwe  hia  fader  aad  moder  ignoraotly,  d€ 
whome  thebjatory  ia  bereafter."  Cax«  OMm  L$g»  Ibl.  86.  ed. 
1527. 

VOL.  I.  Q 


938  NOqPBft. 

ing  of  the  hospttable  dispositioft  of  his  Frankeleini 

says — 

«  Saint  Xnlian  he  was  in  his  own  eönntre  ^ 

'*  This  history  is,  like  the  last,  related  by  our 
4compäers  in  th«  word?  of  Julij^'s  Legend»  as  it 
Stands  in  J^cobus  de  Vor^gineu  Bollaiidus  has  in*< 
serted  Antoninus's  account  of  this  saint>  which  ap- 
pears  also  to  be  literally  Üie  same*  It  is  told,  yet 
not  exactly  in  the  same  words,  by  Vincent  of  Beau- 
vais." — Warton.  ' 

The  passage  in  Boccaoio,  abovie  alluded  to,  is  as 
follows : 

'^  Falling  from  one  discourse  to  anotber,  tliey 
began  to  talk  of  such  pcayers  as  men  (in  jouiney) 
use  to  sadiite  Gbd  wkh  all :  and  one  of  thß  thieves 
(they  being  three  in  number)  spake  tbus  to  Rinaldo. 
Sir,  let  it  be  no  ofience  that  I  desire  to  know,  wbat 
prayer  you  most  use  ^(Itken  you  travel  on  the  way  ? 
Whereto  Rinaldo  replied  in  this  manner.  To  teil 
you  true,  sir,  I  am  a  man  gross  enough  in  such 
divine  matters,  as  meddling  more  wlth  merchamdize, 
than  I  do  with  ^oks.  Nevertheless,  at  all  times, 
when  I  am  thus  in  jouiney,  in  the  moming  befbre  I 
depart  my  Chamber,  I  say  a  Pater  Noster  and  an 
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4^  M^ria  £^t  ik^  ^idt  ^  tbe  &ther  ai^  motber 
of  St.  J^iflAlir }  .^  after  that,  I  pray  GodL  aod 
St.  Jaliaji  to  g^  ma  a  good  lo4giQg  at  i^ghu 
Al^d  let  me  teil  yoUf  sie«  that  very  oftentimes  here« 
tofor^  I  hftve  meC  with  i^any  gtß9t  dai^ers  iiipoA 
ike  way,  from  all  which  I  escapedi  and  eyermore 
(when  night  drew  on)  I  came  to  an  exceeding  good 
lodging.  Whk^  raikes  me  beMeve  that  Saint 
JvLiAN  (in  hononr  orwhom  I  speak  it)  hath  begged 
of  God  such  great  grace  for  me :  and  methinks, 
that  if  any  day  I  should  fail  of  this  pray^  in  the 
moming,  I  capnot  trarel  seqürely,  nor  come  to  a 
good  losging«  No  douht  then,  sir,  (quoth  the 
pther)  bpit  you  hftTe  9^  that  prayer  this  monüng  2 
I  would  be  sorry  eise ;  said  Rinaldo,  such  an  espe* 
eial  matter  is  not  to  be  neglected."  First  Day, 
Navelll.    1684. 


Note  19.    Page  99. 


This  Story  is  eTidently  built  upon  a  confused  tra* 
dition  of  Gsesar  and  Pompey.  ^  It  was  impossiUe,'' 
says  WiEurton,  ^  «bat  the  Roman  History  could  pass 
through  the  diork  ages  without  being  infected  with 
*  many  romaiüic  cfMrruptiQns,  Ijudeod»  the  Roman 
was  almost  the  only  ancient  history  which    the 

a2 
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feaders  of  those  ag^s  knew :  and  what  related  even 
to  pagan  Rome,  the  parent  of  die  inore  modern 
papal  metropolis  of  Christianity,  was  regarded  with 
a  superstitious  veüeration»  and  often  magnified  with 
miraculous  additions.''    Diss,  an  the  Oest  Rom. 


Note  20.    Page  104« 

"  This  Story  is  told  by  Caxton  in  the  Goldek 
Legende,  under  the  life  of  Pelagian  the  pope,  en« 
titled,  Here  foUmeth  the  lyf  of  Saynt  Pelagyen  the 
pope,  with  many  other  hystoryes  and  gestys  of  the 
Lombardes,  and  of  MachometCy  mth  other  cronycles, 
The  Gesta  Lon<h>bardorum  are  fertile  in  legendary 
matter,  and  fumished  Jacobus  de  Voragine»  Caxton's 
original,  with  many  marvellous  histories.  Caxton, 
from  the  gestis  of  the  Lomhardis,  gives  a  wonderfui 
account  of  a  pestilence  in  Italy,  under  the  reign  of 
king  Gilbert."— Waeton.  The  Golden  Legende 
enters  somewhat  into  the  life  of  the  emperor  Henry 
after  be  came  to  the  throne.  Ainongst  other'  mat« 
ters,  he  '^  put  out  of  his  countree  all  the  jüglers  aind 
gave  to  poor  people  all  y^  was  wont  to  be  giuen  to 
mynstrelles."-^Fol.  cccbdi.  Whence  it  woifld  ap- 
pear  thatjugglers  and  minstrels  were  the  same* 
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Note  21.    Page  105. 

It  is  not  worth  while  to  investigate  how  much  of 
this  Story  w  recorded  by  Justin. 


Note  22.    Page  110. 

**  Covered  it  wUh  theriaque." 

Th^iaque  is  an  antidote»  "  Tyriacum  antidotum, 
pro  thmaam^  quod  vulgo  thertaque  dicimus.''— Du- 
CAMOE.  **  Certaine  trochisks '  there  be  made  of  a 
Viper,  caUed  by  the  Greeks  ikeriaci :  for  which  pur* 
pose  they  cut  away  at  both  ends  as  toward  the  head 
as  tfae  taikf  the  breadth  of  foure  fingers«  they  rip 
b^  bellie  also,  and  take  oat  the  garbage  widiin : 
but  especiaOy  they  rid  away  the  blew  string  or  veine 
that  sticketh  ckse  to  the  ridge*bone.  Which  done» 
the  Test  of  the  bodie  they  seeth  in  a  pan  with  water 
and'dill  seed,  untä  such  time  as  all  t^  flesh  is  gone 
^mthe.chine:  whidi  being  taken  away»  and  all  the 
prickle  bones  tbereto  bdoQgivg^  the  flesh  remaining 
they  inoorp^Hrate  with  fine  flower»  and  reduce  into 
trochesy.wbidi  bdag  dried  in  the  sfaade»  are  re* 


1  A  trodiiik  [LttiOt  Tiociio«i]  it  a  kind  of  medicinal  pill  or 
pattille. 

q5 


S4ä  ^      j^^am: 

served  for  diverse  uses,  and  enter  into  many  sove- 
raigne  antidots  and  confbctibnä.  Büt  here  it  is  ta 
bee  noted,  that  although  these  trdehes  bee  called 
theriaci ',  yet  are  they  made  of  viper's  flesh  cmely* 
Some  there  be,  wbo  after  a  viper  is  cleansed,  as  is 
above  said,  t£^e  out  the  fat,  and  seeth  it  witb  a  sex- 
tar  of  oile  untiU  the  one  hälfe  bee  consumed :  which 
serveth  to  drive  away  all  venomous  beasts,  if  three 
drops  of  this  ointment  be  put  into  oUe,  and  there- 
with  the  bodie  be  anointed  all  over  "-^Pliny's  Not. 
Eist.  b.  ^9.  c.  iv.  trans.  by  Philemoa  Holland.  Ed» 
1601. 

Note  23.    Page  11 Ä. 

Thir  ßgment  is  dto%  eMt^ra.  Thet<e  I»  a  siAi- 
lar  Story  m  the  vtritabk  **  VoyagM  imd  Travdi^  o# 
Sir  John  Mändevile." 

^  There  wa$  n  %aan  ^t  wifs  «aftid  iSatoKm^qp^^ 
he  W2MI  fttl  tidH  and  bäd  a  fhir  oa^tte  oH  a  hillr  9XA 
«tronf,  aad  he  tond«  a  Wid  all  idbout^y^  1^  right 
9trong  and  %t«^  nvMäß  h»^  hltd  a  Mr  gaidMSf 
f4»ritt  vwf^  tmmy  m«8  bettt^ng^  tiüiVNr  ^  fVuills 
y*  he  night  fj^d^atndhe  had'pte^  dierifi  alman»» 
of  herbs  of  good  smel  and  that  bare  flowers,  and 

1  PeriTed  ixom  h»  or  0ffp<ov>  •  wild  beast» 
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tlier  w6r  njnmy  faire  wek,  md  by  thein  wer  niade 
mätty  halft  soid  obamWrs  wel  dight  w^  gdd  and 
asfüre^  and  lie  häd  made  there  djrwn^B  storieiB  of 
beastesf'  and  birdii  y^  song  atid  timsed  bjr  engin  and 
orbage  as  they  had  beeft  qniok,  mid  he  had  in  hia 
gardeine  al  thing  that  mi^t  be  to  man  aokoe  and 
comfortj    he  had  also  ift  that  gjatdefaie  m^den« 
within  y«  age  of  xv  yöare,  t^e  fahrest  y^  he  myght 
find,  and  men  children  of  the  same  age^  and  they 
were  elothed  with  cloth  of  gold/  and  he  said  ^t 
thiey  were  dufigels,  ahd  he  causied  to  be  made  certam 
häs  and  endosed  them  äbont  w^  j^eeious  stones  of 
Jasper  and  christidi  and  setan  gold  atid  pends,  and 
other  mai^i^  of  stones,  and  he  had  niftdir  a^  cimdute^ 
uMder  y*  earth,  so  thüt  whati  he  wold  y*  wads  ran 
sometime  with  tiiilke^  totnetiaie  Wich  Wine»  some^ 
time  with  honey,  and  thiis  pkce  is  eaUed  Piradise^ 
and  wheh  any  yong  baehetor  of  th&eöi«iCi'ey,kaigfat 
or  sqyer,  cometh  to  lum  fbr  sokce  and  dispmft«  he 
fedeiii  them  into  bis  paradise,  and  sheweth  them 
ihese  things  a»  the  songs  of  biids,  and  bis.  damösels^ 
ahd  wel» ;  and  he  cBd  strike  dkterse  tnstruikients  of 
musyke,  in  a  high  iower  thät  might  be  heard^  and 
teyd  tliey  were  aungels  of  gbd,  and  that  pläe^  was 

jparadise»  ihat  god  hath  graunted  ito  those  that  be-- 

♦■  •       •         '        -  ■         ■.^-..,^. 

1  Condnit. 
0.4 
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leiied,  when  he  sayd  tfaut :  Dabo  vaVit  Utramfimn^ 
tentlacteet.melle;  tliat-  is  to  say,  I  shall  give  you 
land  flowing  with  mylk  and  hooy*    And  than  this 
rych  man.dyd  these  men  drinke  a  maner  of  drinke, 
of  wbich  they  were  dronken,  and  he  sayd  to  theni» 
if  they  wold  dye  fpr  .his  sake,  when  they  were  dead, 
they  shold  come  to  his  ]>arad|8e,,and  they  should  be 
of  the  age  of  dio^e.maydens,  and.  shold  dwell  alway 
with  tl^nit  and  he  shold  put  them  in  a  &yrer  para- 
dise  where. they  should  se  god  in  jpy,  and  in  his 
maiesty :  and  then  they  graunted  to  do  that  he 
wold,  and  he  bade  them  go  and  sleay  such  a  lord» 
or  a  man  of  the  coimtrey  tha^  he  was  wroth  with, 
and  that  they  shold  baue  no  dread  of  no  man«   And 
if  they  were  slaine  th^ooselfe  for  his  sake»  he  sholdc; 
put  them  in  his  paradise  when  they.  were  dead.  And 
so  wem  these  bachdors  to  sleay  great  lords  of  the 
countrey,  and  were.  slain  themselfe  in  hope  to  haye 
that  paradispy  and  thus  he  was  avenged  of  bis  ene- 
mies  tbro  bis  desert,  and  when  rieh  men  of  the 
countrey  perceived  this  cautell  and  malice,  and  the 
will  of  this  Cotolonapes»  they  gathered  them  toge-; 
ther  ^^d  assaykd  the  castel  and  slew  bym  and  de* 
stroyed  all  bis  goods  and  bis  faire  places  and  riches 
that  were  in  bis  paradise ;  and  the  place  of  the  walls 
is^  there  yet,  and  some  other  tbings»  but  the  riches 


Ott  not,  aad  it  ii  not  kmg  'ago  srnoe  it  was  de- 
atroycd."    Chüp.  xc  , 

The  latter  part  of  this  feUe  is  the  story  of  the 
Anasthis,  whoae  Iman  or  leader  was  known  by  the 
appellatkm  of  the  *'  Old  Man  of  the  Mountains." 

From  Mander^le  (or  rather  from  Purchas's  **  Pil* 
grim»"  where  simflar  accotints  are  met  with,)  Mr. 
Southey,  in  his  qilendid  poem  of  **  Thalaba/'  has 
borrowed  the  idea  of  Aloadin's  enchanted  garden* 
See  Bo(A  VII. 


NoTB  24.    Page  11^. 

Gay  appears  to  have  taken  the  idea  of  his  zlii 
lable  from  the  moral  of  this  tale.  **  Talis  pomt 
scuteUam»''  says  the  Latin»  **  et  nihü  ponit  intus : 
interim  fabulatur  et  tru£it  et  ludificat  circumstan- 
tes :  postei  quoerit  quid  est  ibi :  et  apparent  denarii« 
Distribuit  et  dat  circumstantibus.  Acdpiunt  gra« 
tanter ;  et  cum  dauserint  manus,  credentes  se  habere 
denarium :  poiteä  aperientes  manus  nihil  inyeniunt." 

[Such  a  one  lays  down  a  dish«  bat  he  puts  nothing . 
in  it  In  the  mean  time  he  prates»  cheats,  and  mocks 
the  speetators.   Presently  he  enquires  what  is  (here  ? 
and  a  number  of  pennies  appear,  which  he  distri- 
bates  to  the  standers-by.  They  receive  tfa^m  grate* 

q5 


ftdly ;  doae  tfaeir  haaäs,  uidbelieve tinrt  ütey  hdd 
'  them  faet.    Bjr  and  by,  they  open- th^i^  Lands  anA 
find  nothiiig.}  '       - 


A  purseshe  toa  thiefexpoaed;  ' 
At  oQce  his  ready  öngers  closed. 
He  opes  faja  fiat,  tliq  treaaure'B  ^ed, 
He  sees  a  balter  in  bis  stead." 

Oag's  Rdies,  d.  mj. 

Note  25.     Page  11». 

Thia  is  the  twenty-sixth  cbapter  in  Watton'» 
AnalysiB. 

Note  26.    Page  124. 

Tbe  detnon-banter  in  Boccacio  il  brsvght  to  mmd 
by  this  Story.  There  the  ladj's  i^>]»ehäiGioii» 
"  grew  so  powerfui  upon  ber,  that  to  [»«vent  the 
like  heavy  doom  hom  h&mg  ob  her,-  abe  Mudied- 
(Knd.tberein-beBtDwed  aH  die  nigtd  ■easim)  how  t» 


change  her  hatred  into  kind  love,  wbicb  at  length 
she  fuUy  obtained/'-^D^cawierön,  5th  Day,  Nov.  8. 
The  catastrophe  in  the  text  I  have  added,  as  afibtd- 
mg  a  better  moraL  The  same  story  occurs  in  the 
12th  chapter  of  Alphonsus  de  Clericali  Disciplina. 
It  appears  in  an^English  garb  amongst  a  coUection 
of  iBsop's  Fahles,  published  in  1658.  Mr.  Ellis, 
or  rather  Mr.  Douce  in  bis  Analysis  of  Alphonsus 
(see  Ancient  Metrical  Romances)  has  not.noticed 
this  translation. 

NoTB^27.    Page  128. 

**  Licence  was  given,  upon  that  day  of  triumph,  to 
*     utter  the  most  galling  reproaches,  and  the  most 
cutting  sarcasms,*^  * 

■   Frivilegea  of  this  kind  were  pennitted  tö  the 
Roman  slaves,.  on  the  celebration  of  theit  Satur- 
nalia.    In  the  seveiith  satire  of  the  second  boök,. 
Horace  givea  tis  an  example. 

"  Age,  libertate  Decembri, 
(Quando  ita  majores  voluerunt)  utere :  narra;" 

Daviis  spares  not  bis  master ;  and  in  aü  proba- 
bility,  many  a  long  treasured  grudge  wonld,  on 
these  occasions»  be  vented  in  the  bitterest  sarcatmsr 
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Note  26,    Page  151  • 

Seneca's  observations  are  Singular :  "  Illud  ssqud 
inter  annotanda  ponas  licet,  quod  et  honünumy  et 
coeterorum  animalium  quse  icta  sunt,  caput  spectat 
ad  exitum  fulminis :  qudd  omnium  percussarum  ar* 
borum  contra  f\ihnina  hastulae  surgunt«  Quid» 
quod  malorum  serpentium,  et  aliorutn  animalium, 
quibus  mortifera  Tis  inest,  cum  fVdmine  icta  sunt, 
venenum  omne  consumitur?  Unde,  inquit,  scis? 
In  venenatii  cörporibut  vermis  non  nascitur*  Fulmne 
ictäf  ifUra  paucos  dies  t^ermtnof^/'-«- Nat«  Qusst. 
lib.  ii.  3L 

J^OTE  29.    Page  J  33. 

This  curious  anecdote  is  recorded  by  Cicero,  in 
bis  second  book,  "  De  Oratore,''  from  wbom,  pro» 
bably,  Valeriua  Maaumus  copied  it,  if  it  be  in  bis 
work.    I  cannot  find  it. 

"  Salsa  sunt  etiam,  quae  babent  suspicionem  ridi- 
culi  absconditatn ;  quo  in  genere  est  illud  Siculi, 
cum  familiaris  quidam  quereretur,  quod  diceret, 
uxorem  suam  suspendisse  se  de  ficu«  Amaho  te^  in- 
quit, da  mihi  ex  istä  arhore^  quos  sefamf  surculoi^'* — > 
Lib.  ii.  278. 
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Note  30.    Page  134. 

*'  TiüBf  I  think,  is  irdm  the  Sscrxta  Secrb- 
TOftUM«  Aristotle,  for  two  reasons,  was  a  populär 
<^azacter  in  the  dark  ages.  He  was  the  &ther  of 
their  phüosophy ;  and  had  been  the  preoeptor  of 
Alexander  the  Great»  one  of  the  principal  heroes  of 
romance«  Ncht  was  Aristotle  himself  without  his 
romantic  history ;  in  whkh  he  Alls  in  lore  with  a 
queen  of  Greeee,  who  quickly  confutes  his  subtiest 
syllogisms.*'— Waktok. 

NoTK  31.    Vsige  H2* 

This  fable  of  the  partridge  is  populär ;  but  it  ' 

seems  more  applieable  to  ihelapnmg.  \\\ 

NoTs  32.    Page  142< 

Here  is  a  remarkable  coincidence  or  plagiarism.  If 

Pope  has  given  a  complete  and  literal  version  of  the 
passage  in  this  moral, 

<«  Ecce  quomodo  mundus  suis  servitoribus  reddit 
mercedenu'* 

**  See  how  the  worli  its  veterans  rewardsr 

Moral  Essays.  On  the  Character 
of  Women. 
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NoTS  33.    Page  14^. 

.  Solimui  wrote  '^  De  Miralulibus  Mt^idi»"  He 
iras  a  Latm  graottnarlan  ;  hot  the  period  in  Tithicb 
ha  flcmrished  18  dottbifuL  Moi^ri  says,  his  wtnrk 
wa»  eatided  PaLVHisroa,  "  qui  est  un  recueil  dea 
dbose»  kB  pliis  Bk^otabtea  qu'on  Toit  ea  dhecs 
Iiak/'     >     ;  . 

Note  34.     Page  143»^ 
This  Story  does  not  appear  in  Pliny». 

Noxe  ?5.    Page  144. 

*<  Serpmt  aüled  P^na." 

There  is  no  such  monster  in  Pliny«  He  uses  the 
Word  for:  a  scion  er  graft,  boök  17.  c.  x.  and  it  also 
sigmfies  a.kind  of  shell-fishi  aecording  to  Basil.^ 
Faber. 

Note  86.    Page  144, 

"  Achates:* 

Achates  »l^el^^  name  im  agäte.  **  Found  it 
was  fürst  in  SidUe,  near  ttnta  a  river  called  likewise 
Achates;  bat  aftarwards  in  many  other  places." 
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^  Peopk  are  persotded  A^M  k  avi^teÄnmoft  ftgainst 

tbe  sting  of  venomous  Spiders  and  scorpions :  -wkifh 

propertie  I  could  very  well  believe  to  be  in  the 

Sicilian  agaths,  ibr  thafe  so  söone  es  scorpions  come 

within  the  aire,  and  breath  of  the  said  provinoe^  of 

Siciliey  as  venomous  as  they  bee  otherwise,  they  die 

thereupon."    '^  In  Persia,  they  are  pdrsuaded,  that 

a  perfume  of  agathes  tumeth  away  tempests  and  all 

extraordinarie  ixtipieanons  of  thersirey  as  also  staieth 

the  violent  streame  and  rage  of  rivers.    But  to 

know  which  be  proper  for  this  purpose,  they  use  to  ij , 

east iheim  into %  eauMfon öf  •Mtfaiag-viibcr. :  for  if 

they  coole  the.  same»  U  ii  täk  axgyment  that  tbejf^be^ 

light/' — Pliny^  NaU  Hist.  xxxvii.  10. 

Note  37.    Page  146, 
"  The  emperor  Julius  " 

"  We  mnst  not  forget  that  there  was  the  romance 
of  Julius  Casar.  And  t  beÜeve^Antony  and  Cleo^ 
patra  were  more  Icnown  characters  in  the  dark  ages^ 
than  is  commonly  supposed*  Shakspeare  i&  thought 
tp  have  ffMTHi^  bis  pky  <^  dwstory  from  No^'s 
trattslation  of  Amyot^s  unautbMtfiKKFmidi  Fktareh^ 
pubtished  at  London  m  IB7B" 

Fiom  such  sourcesy  in  jsll  pnahahilityi  ^  moidcs: 


552  ^  KOTES. 

deriTed  tb^liuk  they  knew  of  the  Gssta  Roman* 

OBUM. 

* 

NoTB  SS.    Page  14S. 

Macrobius»  I  believe,  furnishes  ho  relation  re- 
semUing  the  present :  nor  is  it  likely,  perhaps. 

Nots  S9.    Page  150. 
«  Co$dras:' 

By  CosdraSf  is  meant  CodbüSi  the  last  king  of 
Athmis.    See  Jostm  ii.  ch«  6  and  7. 

Note  40.    Page  I5t. 

There  is  no  foundation  in  Valerius  Maximus  for 
this  Story. 

Noxb41.    Page  154. 

**  Marcus  Jurelius.** 

Marcus  Cvbtius  was  the  name  of  the  youth  who 
devoted  himeelf,  aecording  to  Roman  HistcHry.  The 
conditi<m  upon  which  the  sacrifice  was  to  be  per* 
formedi  is  purdy  monastic. 
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Note  42.    Page  156* 

**  Ohtmned  the  iumame  o/Baccuvb." 

The  orgies  of  Tiberius  might  qualify  him  for  this 
title ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  it  was  ever  con- 
ferred«  Seneca  said  pleasantly  of  this  emperor,  that 
*\he  never  was  drcmk  bot  once;  and  that  once  was 
aU  hift  life/' 

Note  43.    Page  157. 

**  This  piece  of  historyi  which  appears  also  in 
Cornelius  Agrippa  Ds  vahitate  Sciehturum»  is 
taken  firom  Pliny,  or  rather  from  his  transcriber 
Indore  \  Pliny,  in  relating  this  storyi  says,  that 
the  temperature  of  £^ass,  so  as  to  render  it  flexible, 
was  disoovered  under  the  rdgn  <^  Tiberius. 

''  In  the  same  chapter  Fliny  observest  that  gkss 
is  snsceptible  of  all  colours.  *  Fit  et  allnun,  et  mur* 
rbenumy  aut  hyacinthos  sapphiiK>sque  imitatupi»  et 
Omnibus  aliis  qol<mbus.  Nee  est  alia  nunc  materia 
sequacicnTi  aut  etiam  ptctune  accnnmoiatior*  Max* 
imus  tarnen  honor  in  candido  *.'  But  the  Romans, 
as  the  last  senfence  partly  proves,  prpbably  neyer 

A  Iitdore  wts  »  ftTonrite  repertoiy  of  tlie  niddle  ages. 
2  Plioj  Ntt.  Hist  xxxTi  26. 
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used  any  coloured  glass  for  Windows.  The  first 
notice  of  Windows"  of  a  church  made  of  coloured 
glass,  occurs  in Ghronicleg  quotedby  MuraterL  In 
the  year  802,  a  pope  bnilt  a  church  at  Rome,  and 
*  fenestras  ex  vitro  diversis  colorihus  conclusit  atque 
decoravit.*  And  in  856  hö  produces  *  fenestta  vera 
vitreis  coloribus/  &c.  This,  however,  was  a  sort  of 
Mosaiein  glass.  To  eicptess  figures  in  gh&s,  or 
what  we  now  call  the  art.  of  painting  in  glass,  wa»  a 
very  düTerent  work  :  and,  I  believCf  I  can  shew  it 
was  brought  from  Constantinople  to  Roma  before 
Ühe  t^th  ca^ty,  Ivieh  other  ornaMeiMal'  äirts. 
Guicca)!diiity  who  wtöte  abbat  1560,  in  bis  DescrU* 
iione  de  Mti  Paen  Aaisif  ^cnhes  the  invention  ^ 
baHng  cdloors  in  glass  for  churdb->>wiiidows  to  the 
Netiberltmdet^ ;  bttt  he  doed  not  ihenHöxt  the  pe^ 
riod,  and  I  thiek  he  mtist  bä  mistaken.  It  is  eet*^ 
tahi  that  thi^  art  owed  mHch  to  the  labbridu»  and 
mediameiü  getiiu»  of  the  Germ^ns^ ;  !ahd,  m  parti« 
cülar^  tlmt  de^  teseardied  aa^  experiments  int  ehe* 
mhrttfi  D^hic^  thcfy  cultivated  iä  the  dmrk  ägfes  wt^ 
fhe  xnost  inde^igable  assiduity,  must  have  greatl^ 
assisteä  its  Operations,  I  cöidd  give  very  ettrly 
jmecdotes  of  this  art  in  England." — Warxoi?. 
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NoT£  .44*    Page  159« 

Thitttfe,  cdntatniiigatt  a^j^l  to natai^ afl&c- 
tion,  in  all  pröbability  tdtes  ito  rise  fi»m  the  jadg'* 
nent  of  Solomon*  But  whedier  or  not»  ^e  anafogy 
18  sufficiend  j  striking  to  betiay  iu  eaatero  derira« 
tion. 


Note  46  ^    Pag«  163. 

Pyx^  is  properly  a  io«.  "  «^^j  «**  rrwr^oc  quod 
Bomen  buxum  significat»  undect^pysLideih'ittxtf/um 
Itali  voeant.*'-*FAB«  Thss.  The  Roman  Catholica 
put  thß  Host  into  this  kind  of  box. 

Note  47.    Page  164.. 
"  And  as  the  derv  moistens  the  herhagef  andpromotes 


Non  45.    Page  162. 

We  have  kere  a  curious  instance  of  the  anoma- 
lous indroduction  of  saints.    The  three  Magi  one  jj 
would  have  thought  not  exactly  fitted  for  the  Chris- 
tian Calendar. 
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a  large  increase  of fertility^  so  the  clemency  qf  a 
kmg  Ußs  him  dbove  tke  star$.^* 

The  Latin  origintl  is  as  foHoiws :  **  Sicut  ros  her« 
btm.irrigat  ut  cretcat;  sie  dulcis  dementia  regia 
uaque  ad  sydera  provehit  et  exaltat»'*  which  coin« 
cUes  remariui^ly  with  a  passage  in  the  **  Merchani 
of  Femce.** 

**  The  quality  of  mercy  is  not  stnuned ; 
It  droppethf  as  the  gentle  rainfram  heaven^ 
Upm  the  place  kn^o^A."— Act  IIL  Sc  1. 

Note  48.    Page  166. 
**  As  Q,viDi}3\has  observed,'* 

Who  Quiditts  was  I  am  unable  to  say.  The  sen* 
timent  here  referred  to  is  Ovid's«— 


***  Neque  enim  lex  aequior  ulla» 


Quim  necis  artifices  arteperire  suä." 

J)e  arte  Amandi. 

But  it  18  yery  probable  that  we  should  read  Ovi« 
x>iU8  for  QvuAus  abore. 


K0T18.  S57 

Note  49,    Päge  167. 

*'  Pauius  the  historian  of  the  Loxoobaedi." 

**  PauluS)  that  18,  Paulus  Diaconus,  the  historian 
of  the  Longobards  is  quoted.  He  was  chancellor  of 
Desideriusy  the  last  kipg  of  the  Lombards ;  with 
whom  he  was  taken  captive  by  pharlemagne.  The 
history  here  referred  to  is  entitled  Gesta  Lonoobar« 
DORVM  *."— Waeton. 

Note  50.    Page  167* 

"  The  town  o/*  Julius." 

Wärton  calls  it ''  Foro^uli"  because  the  Latin  is 
**  inforo  Juln."  In  all  probabiHty  the  same  place 
is  meant  as  in  the  foUowing  extract  from  the  old 
play  of  Promos  and  Cassandra.*  '*  In  the  cytie 
of  JuLio  (sometime  under  the  dominion  of  Corvinus« 
Mng  ofHungarie^  and  Boernia)**  8cc»  1578. 

1  There  tre  some  fine  circomstancei  of  distrei f  in  Panliis'f  de- 
«eription  of  the  siege. 
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Note  51.    Pi^e  170« 

Zaleuctts  \  not  Zelo^gus»  was  the  name  of  the 
king  who  performed  this  striking  act  of  justice.  It 
is  thus  told  by  Valmus  Maximus.  "  Zakucusy 
«rbe  Locrensium  ä  sa  saluberrimis  atque  utilissimis 
legibuB  mumta,  eum  filius  ejus  adukerü  crimine  dam- 
hatus,  seGttndum  jus  ab  ipso  constitutum,  utroque 
oculo  carere  deberet,  ac  tota  civitas  in  honorem  pa« 
tris  poenae  necessitatem  adolescentulo  remitteret,  ali- 
quamdiu  repugnavit.  Ad  ultimum  precibus  populi 
evictus,  suo  prius»  d&nie  QHr  oculi  eruto»  usum  yi- 
dendi  utrique  reliquit«  Ita  debitum  supplicii  modum 
legi  reddidit,  aequitatis  admirabili  temperamento,  se 
inter  nüsericordem  patreni  et  justum  kgislatorem 
partitus."-^I4b*  vi*  c.  5.  Ex.  3. 

"  Now  52^.    Page  172. 

I  have  met  with  a  similar  story  in  a  modern  bock 
of  &bles  under  the  following  form. 

**  One  bot  day  m  siummer,  a  boar»  covered  with 
wounds,  threw  himself  beneath  the  i^adow  of  a 
large  treci  where  he  was  grievously  tormented  by 

1  Some  oopies  read  Sel£UCUS. 


inimmerable  swarms  of  flies.  A  fox,  who  was  pass- 
ing  by,  drew  iMX ;  and  good- wUiredly  offered  to 
drive  away  the  obnoxious  insects.  *  Let  them  alone, 
my  friend/  said  the  boar ;  *  these  flies  are  glutted, 
and  unable  to  do  me  much  fiirther  injury.  But  if 
they  are  driven  off,  others  will  supply  their  placesi 
and  at  thisrate,  I  shall  not  hav«  adrop  of  bloodleft 
in  my  body/  ** 

Note  68.    Page  173. 

The  occasion  of  this  noble  proceeding  is  thus  de- 
taüed.  *^  Captivos  ab  Annibale  interposita  pactione 
nummorum  receperat.  Qui  cum  h  senatu  non  prse- 
starentur,  misso  in  Urbem  filio,  fundum,  quem  uni« 
cum  possidebat,  vendidit,  ejüsque  pretium  Annibäli 

• 

protinus  numeravit.  Si  ad  calculos  revocetur,  par « 
vum,  utpote  Septem  jugeribus,  et  hoc  in  Pupinia 
addictis,  redactum  :  si  animo  erogantis,  omni  pecu- 
nja  majjis«  Se  enim  patrimonii,  quam  patriam  fidei, 
inopem  es^e  maluit :  eo  quidem  majore  commenda« 
tione»  quod  proni  studii  certius  indicium  est  supra 
vires  niti,  quam  viribus  ex  facili  uti*  Alter  enim 
quod  potest,  prostat :  alter  etiam  plus  quam  potest." 
Yolerius  Maximus^  Lib.  iv«  c.  8.  Ex»  1. 
The  Fabm  of  whom  this  is  told,  is  Fabiu^  Max* 
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Notb54.    Page  174. 

The  anecdote  is  thus  recorded  by  the  historian : 
"  Senectutis  ultimas  quaedam,  Syracusanis  omnibus 
Dionysii  tyranni  exitunii  propter  nimiam  monmi 
acerbitatera  et  intolei^bilia  onera,  votis  expetentibus, 
sola  quotidie  matutino  tempore  deos,  ut  incolumis 
ac  sibi  superstes  esset«  örabat.  Quod  ubi  is  cogno* 
vity  non  debitam  sibi  adtniratus  benevolentiam,  ar- 
cessit  eam,  et  quid  ita  hoCf  aut  quo  suo  mertto  faceret^ 
interrogavit.  Tum  illa,  certa  est,  inquit,  ratio  pro* 
positi  mei,  jmella  enim,  cum  gravem  tyrannum  habe" 
remus,  carere  eo  cupiebam  :  quo  interfecto,  tdiquanto 
tetrior  arcem  occupavit.  Ejus  quoque  ßniri  domina" 
tionem  magni  cestimabam  :  tertium  te  superioribus 
imporiuniorem  habere  ccepimus  rectorem»  Itaque 
ttmensy  ne,  si  tu  fueris  absumptus,  deterior  in  locum 
tuum  succedat,  caput  meam  pro  tua  salute  devoveo. 
Tarn  facetam  audaciam  Dionysius  punire  erubuit." 

Vah  Max*  Lib.  vi*  c.  %,  Ex.  St. 

This  must  remind  the  reader  of  £sop*s  fable  of 
the  frogs  who  desired  a  king«  Which  iä  the  origi* 
nal  ?  It  occurs  among  some  translated  Dutch  &bles, 
by  De  Witt,  imder  the  title  of  "  A  woman  praying 
for  the  long  Life  of  Dionysius  the  Tyrani**  See  the 
Appendix. 
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NoTS  55.    Page  176. 

*'  I  wonder  there  are  not  more  romances  extant 
on  the  Ihres  of  the  Roman  Eroperünr  in  Germany ; 
many  of  whom,  to  say  no  more^  were  famous  in -the 
Crusades.  There  is  a  romance  in  old  German  rhyme, 
called  Teubrdank,  on  Maximilian  the  first,  written 
by  Melehior  Pfinzing,  his  chaplain.  Printed  at 
Nuremberg  in  1517." — Warton. 

Note  56^    Page  188. 

**  Caxton  has  the  history  of  Albrone,  a  king  öf 
the  Lombards,  who  having  conquered  another  king, 
*  lade  awaye  wyth  hym  Rosamounde  his  wyf  in  cap- 
tyvyte,  but  after  he  took  hyr  to  hys  wyfe,  and  he 
dyde  make  a  cuppe  of  the  sktdle  of  that  kynge, 
and  closi^d  in  fyne  golde  and  syluer,  and  dranke  put 
of  it'.'"  Gold.  Leg.  f.  ccclxxxvü.  a.  edit.  1493; 
"  This,  by  the  way,  is  the  old  Italian  tragedy  of  Mes^ 
ser  Giovanni  Rucellai,  plaimed  on  the  loaodel  of  the 
antients,  and  acted  in  the  Rucellai  Gardens,  at  Tlo« 
irence,  bef<^e  Leo  the  Tenth  and  bis  Court  in  the 

1  Tbig  ii  an  historioal  ftiet,  and  maj  be  fband  in  föbboa'a 
"  DMOiiie  «od  Fall  of  tbe  ItoanaB  Bapirt."  Vol.  VIII.  paya  129. 
1811. 
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year  1516.  Davenänt  has  also  a  tragedy  on  tbe  same 
subject,  called  Aebotinb,  king  ofihe  Lombards^  his 
Tragedy. 

"  A  most  sanguinary  scene  in  Shakspeare's  Titu$ 
AndronicuSi  an  incident  in  Dryden's,  or  Boccace's 
Tancrep  and  Sioismokda,  and  the  catastrophe  of 
the  beautiful  metrical  rcmiance  of  the  Last  of 
Fa^vel,  are  founded  on  the  same  horrid  ideas  of 
inhuman  retaliation  and  savage  revenge :  but  in  the 
last  two  pieces,  the  circumstances  are  so  ingeniously 
imagined,  as  to  lose  a  considerable  degree  of  their 
atrocity,  and  tö  be  productive  of  the  most  pathetic 
and  interesting  situations." — WARTONt 

Not»  57-    Page  189. 
«  He  calkd  Viroil." 

The  Latin  original  says,  Mßgistrtm  Virgilmn^ 
Master  Virgil,  signifying  one  sldlfid  in  the  oceult 
scienced. 

*<  This  stcrjT  is  in  tbe  dd  blaek-letteiied  history  of 
theNecromancer  Virgil,  m  Mr«  Garrick^  eoHection; 

"  Vincent  oi  Beauvais  relates  many  wonderUd 
thin^i  nUrabititer  actitaia,  done  by  tbe  pof  t  Vkgil, 
whocii  jie  lepteaents  aa  a  magician.  Amoag.  otbcrs^ 
he  says,  that  Virgil  fitbricated  diose  brazen  statues 
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Note  57*.    PagetOS. 

"  Broke  her  Jbssss." 

Jesses  are  the  leallief  straips  wtdi^^fflwb  n  iiawlt 
was  fiOBfiH^d.    It  is  not,  however,  ki  th6  IMn*  ^    ' 

1  iBMiuate  BOtetkMu 
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at  Rome,  caUed  Sahacio  Ramce,  wUch  were  the 

gods  of  the  provinces  conquered  by  the  Romans. 

Every  one  of  these  statues  held  in  its  hand  a  belli 

framed  by  magic ;  and  when  any  province  was  me« 

ditating  a  revolt,  the  statue  or  idol  of  that  country  !^ 

Struck  his  bell/' — ^Warton. 

The  foUowing  ingenious  hypothesia  may  explain 
the  cause  of  the  necromancy  so  universaDy  attn« 
buted  to  Virgil  during  the  dark  ages* 

**  Mamm  illum,  avum  Virgilii,  exemplaria  yitss 
omnia  Magwn  vocant.  At  cdm  ejus  filia,  Virgilii 
mater,  juxta  omnes  Maia  dicta  sit :  onmind  Maiae 
pater  fiiit  Malus,  non  Magus :  ind^ue  ortiun  exis« 
timo,  ut  Virgilius  magicis  artibus  imlmtus  faissc 
CTcdüfut  nt  ab  Elinando  monacho  alüs^pie  sequioris 
secuU  aorqitoribwi :  quM  et  Eokg&«tptiiB&-itiiifiQa 
quaeikwi  sacra  desgapiisset^et  perin»  esaetamdtamni 
artium,  et  praec^md  avum  labuisae  MA«iiMfdiccl!^ 
«tur."— Ä««.  P.  Virg.  Mar,  ä  Car*  Bmo^o. 
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Note  58.    Page  208. 

/• 
*'  On  this  there  is  an  ancient  French  Moralitb, 

entitled,  *  L'Orgueil  et  Presomption  de  VEmpereur 

JoYiNiAN.'     This  is  also  the  story  of  Robert  king 

of  Sicily,  an  old  English  poem  or  romance." — 

Warton. 

An  entertaining  absträct  of  this  old  romance  is 

here  added,  from  Mr.  Eüis's  Specimens. 


«  ROBERT  OF  CYSILLE. 

**  Robert  king  of  Sieily,  brother  to  PopeUrban  and 
to  Valemond  emperor  of  Germany,  was  among  the 
most  potwerful  and  valorous  princes  of  Enrc^ ;  but 
fais  arrogance  was  still  more  conspicuous  than  his 
power  or  fais  valour.  Constantly  occupied  by  the 
survey  of  his  present  greatness,  or  by  projects  for 
its  future  extension,  he  considered  the  Performance 
of  his  religious  duties  as  insufferably  tedious;  and 
never  paid  his  adorations  to  the  Supreme  Being 
Without  evident  reluctance  and  disgust.  His  guilt 
was  ^pceat ;  and  bis  punishment  was  speedy  an^ 
exemplary* 
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^  Once  upon  a  time,  being  present  during  Tespera  | 

«n  the  tve  of  St.  John,  his  attention  was  excited  by 
the  following  passage  in  the  Magnificat ;  '  deposnit 
potentes  de  sede,  et  exaltayit  humiles«'  He  inqnired 
ef  a  ckrk  the  meaning  of  these  words  ;  and,  having 
heard  the  explanation,  repHed  that  such  expressioni 
were  rery  fbcdish,  since  he,  being  the  very  flower  of 
chivaiiy,  was  too  mighty  to  be  throwft  down  from  " 
bis  seat,  and  had  no  apprehension  of  seeing  others 
ezalted  at  his  ezpense.  The  clerk  did  not  presume 
to  attempt  any  remonstrance ;  the  seirvice  continned ; 
Robert  thought  it  kmger  and  more  tedious  than 
ever ;  and  at  last  feil  fast  asleep* 

**  His  shimber  was  not  intemipted,  nor  indeed 
noticed  by  any  of  the  congregation,  because  aa 
angel  having  in  the  mean  time  assumed  his  features, 
t<^ether  with  die  royal  robes,  had  been  attended  foy 
the  usual  offioors  to  the  palace,  where  supper  was 
knmediately  served.  Robert,  however,  awaked  at 
the  close  of  day;  was  mach  astonrahed  by  the 
darkness  of  the  church,  and  not  less  so  by  die  soli» 
tude  which  surrounded  him.  He  began  to  call 
kttdiy  for  his  attendants,  and  at  length  attracted  the 
notioe  of  the  sexton,  who,  conceiying  him  to  be  a 
thief  secreted  in  die  church  £br  the  purpose  of  steak 
ing  the  aacred  Ornaments,  approached  the  door  with 
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pvedMlioiv   «4  UfatisnMttf  d  im  suapi^ciions 

this  QocusatioD^  ^i^nnin^  A^  bß  wtß  ike  king ; 
upcMi  yrkuh  the  seadon»  pcrsimded  thftt  he  had  lost 
]u»  «ehses^  and  ju)t  at  dl  desiiroiia  <^  faajring^  a  mad- 
Buui  vttder  kiscare^  opened  tljiSf  dooiv  aad  was  glad 
to  aee  ^he  suppos^d  fnaaiaejnm  mtk  all  9peed  to 
the  pidaocw  fBot  the  pakoe  gatea  wete  slutt ;  tmd 
Bdobfvt,.  «beae  tenqser  was  n^er  yeryiendariiigj  and 
vaa  Bonr  exasperated  by  sage  and  Inniger,  Tainly  at-> 
tenpted  fay  llMeats  of  imprisomsent»  «od  even  of 
deathy  to  subdue  4m.  caabomaty  of  the  pcurten 
While  the  metamorj^ased  monaYch  was  menläng  hia 
lage  alt  the  gate,  Ikk  öf&eer  hastened  to  die  hall,  ^ 
aad^  &21»g  Ott  hii  kofea^  mq^eated  las  fovevetgn's 
QidierB  ciomexmßg  a  aaadmm»  wjio  loudly  aaserted 
bis  right  ta>  the  Aroae.  The  imgel  diinpcted  tbat  he 
Aould  be  iianiedÄately  admitted;  aoA  Robwot  at 
lengtli  appeared,  eoreiacd  widi  naid«  in  eonaeqttenee 
o£  ai^  affibay  m  whick  he  had  flattened  the  povter's 
noae,  and  had  been  himself  roUed  in  a  puddle  by 
the  porter'«  assislants. 

"  Widiout  payiag  the  leaat  atteiK<aoa  to  the  acet- 
dentalvdrciim^aiieea^.or  the  clamoitts  of  ihe  wonnded 
man,  who  kMidly  demanded  justice^  he  ntahed  up  to 
the  throne;  and  thongh  a  good  deal  startled  at 
Unding  not  only  that,  and  all  the  attributes  of  roy- 


alty,  but  ewtm  fak  coinj^eiie  sei  of  &atiire&,  in  the 
possessio!!  of  aaoitherf  he  boldly  proeeeded  to  treat 
the  angel  as  an  inpostor,  threfttemng  him  with  the 
vengeance  of  the  pope  and  of  the  emperot^  who,  he 
thoughty  could  not  faü  of  distinguishing  the  tnie 
from  the  fictitioHS  sovefeign  of  l^cüy« 

"  *  Thou  art  mj  fool !'  said  the  angel; 

'  Thou  shalt  be  shorn,  every  deal 

'  Like  a  fool)  a  fool  to  be ; 

*  For  diou  hast  now  no  dignity. 

*  Thine  counsellor  shall  be  an  ape ; 

^  And  o  *  clothing  you  shall  be  shape.-— 

*  He  shall  ben  thine  own  fere : 

'  Some  wit  of  him  thou  might  lere, 

*  Hounds,  how  so  it  befalle, 

*  Shall  eat  with  thee  in  the  hall« 

*  Thou  shalt  eaten  on  the  ground ; 

*  Thy  'sayer  shall  ben  an  hound, 
'  To  assay  thy  meat  before  thee  ; 

*  For  thou  hast  lore  thy  dignity.' 

He  cleped  a  barber  him  before, 
That,  as  a  fool,  he  should  be  shore, 
All  around  like  a  frere. 
An  kande^brede '  above  the  ear ; 

1  One;  t.e.  moM.  2  «  A  hand's  bretdfb. 

R  4 
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And  on  hia  crown  maken  a  cross*« 
~    He  gan  cry  and  make  noise ; 
And  Said  they  sfaould  all  abye, 
That  did  him  swich  villainy,  &c« 

*'  Thus  was  Robert  reduced  to  the  lowest  State 
of  human  degradation ;  an  object  of  contempt  and 
derision  to  those  whom  he  had  been  accustomed  to 
despise ;  often  suffering  from  hunger  and  thirst ; 
and  seeing  his  süfierings  inspire  no  more  compas- 
sion  than  those  of  the  animals  with  whom  he  shared 
his  precarious  and  disgüsting  repast.  Yet  bis  pride 
and  petulance  were  not  subdued.  To  the  frequent 
inquiries  of  the  angel,  whether  he  still  thought  him- 
self  a  king,  he  continued  to  answer  by  haughty  de- 
nunciations  of  vengeance»  and  was  incensed  almost 
to  madness,  when  this  reply  excited,  as  it  constantly 
did,  a  geiieral  burst  of  laughter. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  Robert's  dominions  were  ad- 
mirably  governed  by  his  angelic  Substitute.  The 
country,  always  fruitful,  became  a  paragon  of  fer- 
tility ;  abuses  were  checked  by  a  severe  administra- 
tion  of  equal  justice  ;  and,  for  a  dnie,  all  evil  pro- 

**  1  The  costom  of  A&rmg  fools,  so  a»ta  giv«  them  in  lome 
meunre  the  appearance  of  friars,  is  freqaentlj  Doticed  in  our 
oldest  romanoes/' 
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pensides  seemed  to  he  ertdicated  firom  the  hearts  of  \ 

tfae  happy  Sicilumt— - 


I 

i 


Eyery  man  loved  well  other ; 

Better  love  wat  never  with  brother.  ^ 

In  his  time  was  never  no  strife 

Between^umandbiBwife:  ', 

f 

Then  was  this  a  joyful  thing  ; 

> 

In  land  to  have  swich  a  king, 

*^  At  the  end  of  about  three  years  arrived  a  so- 
lemn  embassy  from  Sir  Valeinond  the  emperor^ 
requesting  that  Robert  would  join  him  on  holy 
Thursday,  at  Rome,  whither  he  proposed  to  go  on 
a  visit  to  his  brother  Urban.  The  angel  welcomed 
the  ambassadors  ;  bestowed  on  them  garments  lined 
with  ermine  and  embroidered  with  jewels,  so  exqui«  l 

sitely  wrought  as  to  excite  universal  astonishment ;  ' 

and  departed  in  their  Company  to  Rome.— 

**  Tfae  fool  Robert  also  wmit, 
Clothed  in  loathly  gamement, 
With  fox-tails  riven  all  about : 
Men  might  him  knowen  in  tke  rout. 

An  ape  rode  of  his  dotbing ;  ^ 

So  foul  rode  acver  king.  ij 

ITo. 


"  These  stvaiife  %^r0«a  cQMtYnaled  mih  Öue  »a- 
paralleled  roagnificence  of  the  aiigeA  aii4  Us  attend- 
ants,  produced  inänite  merriment  among  the  spec« 
tators,  whose  shouts  of  admiration  were  enlivened 
by  frequent  peak  of  laughten 

**  Robert  witnessed,  in  sollen  säenee,  the  demon- 
strations  of  afiectionate  regard  with  which  the  pope 
and  the  exnperov^  welcomed  their  suppoded  brother ; 
but,  at  lengthy  rashing  forward,  bitteriy  reproached 
them  for  thus  joining  ip  an  unnatural  conspiracy 
with  the  usurper  of  his  throne.  This  violent  sally«^ 
howeyer»  was  receive4  by  his  brothers,  and  by  the 
whole  papal  court,  a$  an  u.ndoubted  proof  of  his 
madness  ;  and  he  now  leamt  for  the  first  time  the 
real  extent  of  his.  misfortune.  His  stubbomness 
and  pride  gave  way,  and  were  sueeeeded  by  senti-^ 
ments  Qf  remorse  and  penitence. 

"  We  have  already  seen,  that  he  was  not  very 
profoundly  versed  in  scripture  history,  but  he  now 
fortunately  recolletetftd.two  eii%«a{jfe8  iR^bidl  he  con- 
sidered  as  nearlyniQuliir  to  im  owa }  tfwse  of  Ne* 
buchadnessar  imd  Hcto^Mmcvi*  Siecatting  to  his 
mind  theif  gfeaAneflß.  aad  .dßgffadatkmi  he  «^served 
that  God  alone  had  hssixmei)  on  th^tn  diat  power 
which  he  afterwards  aanihibuted.-^ 

'  So  hath  he  mine»  ior  vny  gult ; 
<  Now  am  I  füll  lowe  pult ; 


*  Afiid  diäk  ift  ngbt  that  I  m  be : 

*  Lord,  on  thy  fool  haye  thou  pitd! 

'  That  error  hath  made  me  to  smart 

*  That  I  had  in  my  heart; 

*  Lord,  I  leved  not  on  thee : 

*  Lord,  on  thy  fool  have  thou  pitd. 

'  Holy  writ  I  had  in  deapite ;  ^ 

*  Therefore  'reaved  is  my  right ;  f 
'  TherefcMTO  ia  right  a  fool  that  I  be ; 

*  Lord,  on  thy  foo)  hme  thou  pitö,'  &c 

**  The  sinc^rity  of  hia  contrition  is  evinced,  in 
the  original,  by  a  long  aeries  of  such  stanzas,  with 
little  Variation  of  thought  or  expression ;  but  the 
foregoing  specimen  will,  perhaps,  suffice  for  the  sa- 
tisfaction  of  the  reader. 

**  After  five  weeka  spent  in  Röme,  the  emperor, 
and  the  supposed  king  of  Sieily,  retumed  to  their 
respective  dominions,  Robert  being  still  accontred 
in  bis  fox-tails,  and  accompanied  by  bis  ape,  whom 
he  now  ceased  to  consider  as  bis  inferior.  When 
retumed  to  the  palace,  üie  angel,  befi>r6  the  whole 
court,  repeated  bis  usua!  question;  but  the  peni- 
tent,  far  ftom  persevering  in  bis  fbrmer  insolence, 
humbly  repUed,  '  that  be  was  indeed  a  Ibol,  or 
worse  than  a  fool;  but  that  be  had  at  least  aequhred 
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a  perfect  indififecence  fbr  au  worldly  dignides.'  The 
attendants  were  nbw  ordered  to  retire :  and  the 
angel,  being  left  alone  with  Robert,  informed  him 
that  bis  sins  were  foigiven  ;  gaye  bim  a  few  salu- 
tary  admonitions,  and  ^dded» 

*  I  am  an  angel  of  renowft 

*  Sent  to  keep  tby  regioun. 

*  More  jöy  me  sball  fall 

'  In  beaven,  among  mine  feren  all, 

*  In  an  liour  of  a  day, 

*  Tban  bere,  I  tbee  say, 

*  In  an  bundred  tbousand  year ; 

'  'Hiougb  all  the  world,  far  and  near, 

*  Were  mine  at  my  liking : 

^  I  am  an  angel ;  thou  art  king !' 

'<  With  these  words  he  disappeared ;  and  Robert, 
returning  to  the  hall,  received,  not  witbout  some 
surprise  and  confusion,  the  usual  salutations  of  the 
courtiers. . 

"  From  tbis  period  he  continued,  during  three 
years,  to  reign  with  so  much  justice  and  wisdom 
thsLt  bis  subjects  bad  no  cause  to  regret  the  cbai^ge 
of  tbeir  sovereign ;  after  which,  being  warned  by 
the  angel  of  bis  approachipg  dissolution,  he  dictated 
to  bis  secretaries  a  füll  account  of  bis  former  per- 
verseness,  and  of  its  stränge  punishment;    and, 
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having  sealed  it  with  the  royal  signet,  ordered  it  to 
be  sent,  for  the  edification  of  bis  brothers,  to  Rome 
and  Vienna«  Both  received,  with  due  respect,  the 
importantlesson :  tfae  «naperor  often  recollected  with 
tendemess  and  compassion  the  degraded  Situation 
of  the  valiant  Robert ;  and  the  pope,  besides  avail- 
ing  himself  of  the  story  in  a  number  of  sermons 
addressed  to  the  &ithful,  caused  it  to  be  carefidly 
preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  Vatican,  as  a  con- 
stant  waming  against  pride,  and  an  indtement  to  the 
perfonnance  of  our'religious  duties." 

,  The  Story  of  "  The  King  of  Thibet  and  the 
Princess  of  the  Nairaans/'  in  the  Persian  and  Turkish 
Tales,  presents  an  incident  somewhat  similar.  But 
the  assumption  of  another's  lil^eness,  is  a  common 
eastem  figment. 

NoTfi59.     Page  212. 

"  This  is  evidently  a  Gothic  innovation  of  the 
classical  tale  of  Atalanta.  But  it  is  not  impos* 
sible,  that  an  oriental  apologue  might  have  given 
Tise  to  the  Grecian  fable."-^ Warton. 

The  Story  of  Atalanta,  I  consider  the  origin  of 
many  subsequent  fable«.  Amonggt  thesC)  the  "  Hare 
4Mi4  the  Tortoise"  may  be  noticed. 
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Note  60.    Page  £14. 

The  introduction  of  Alexahder  the  Oreat,  So« 
evate»»  and  a  Roman  emp^ror,  is  a  stränge  jumble 
of  times  and  p^son$« 

NoTB  61  <    Page  ^3. 

'*  Beware  ihßt  you  tose  not  the  thr£ad." 

A  fine  moral)  which  might  be  offener  remembered 
'with  advantage.  The  Gospel  is  to  the  Christian» 
what  the  ball  of  thread  was  to  the  knight :  pity  that 
it  shoyld  so  firequently  be  lost! 

Note  6^.    Page  3d4« 

"  Here  seems  to  be  an  allusion  to  Medea's  his- 
tory." — Warton.  It  is  surely  more  analogous  to 
the  Story  of  the  Minotaur,  and  the  clue  furnished 
bjT  Ariadne  to  her  lover#  Warton  should  have  ex« 
plained  the  resemblance  he  has  fancied. 

Note  63.     Page  834. 

"  My  fnend^.let  us  go  thrmgk  the  tvorkt  ae  oiker 

kmgiiu  aare  7»ont  ^  dö" 

**  Sicut  GSeteri  nälites."  Here  we  discover  those 
features  of  chivalryi  so  admirably  ridiculed  by  Cer- 
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vantes.  But,  in  times  of  oppression,  when  every 
one  followed   ■ 

"  ihe  simple  plan» 
That  he  may  take  wfao  has  the  power, 
And  he  may  keep  who  can/' 

the  wandering  hero,  ever  ready  to  risk  his  life  in 
defence  of  the  injured,  was  govemed  by  a  noble  and 
useful  Institution. 


Note  64.    Page  286. 
"  Iftheendbe  well,  all  is  welL*" 

**  Si  finis  bcmns  est,  totum  bonuQi  erit."  This 
gives  US  the  origin,  probably,  of  the  proverb,  "  AlFä 
n^ell  that  endt  well***  "  Finis  coronat  opns,^  is  of  a 
similar  character. 

Note  65.     Page  239. 

The  int^retation  of  the  language  of  birds,  is 
clearly  an  oripntal  fiction;  sereral  instances  of 
wlüch  sire  fuinished  by  the  Arabian  Tales.  It  has 
since  been  made  the  vehicle  of  many  instructive 
fables.  See  Spectator,  Vol.  VII.  No.  512.  which  is 
copied  from  the  "  Story  of  the  two  Owk^"^  in  the 
Turkish  Tales. 
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Note  66.    Page  250. 
This  fable  hai  crept  in  our  story-books. 

Note  67.     Page  27S. 
We  have  here  a  new  version  of  an  ^sopian  fable. 

Note  68.    Page  280. 

"  This  is  th6  fable  of  Parnell's  Hermit,  which 
that  elegant  and  original  writer  has  heightened  with 
many  masterly  touches  of  poetical  coloüring»  and  a 
happier  arrangement  of  circumstances.  Among 
other  proofs  which  might  be  mentioned  of  ParnelFs 
genius  and  address  in  treating  this  subject,  by  re- 
serving  the  discovery  of  the  angel  to  a  cridcal 
period  at  the  close  of  the  fable,  he  has  found  means 
to  introduce  a  beautiful  description,  and  an  intcrest- 
ing  surprise."— ^Warton. 

That  the  reader  may  compare  the  two  stories  the 
more  readily,  it  is  inserted  here. 

«  THE  HERMIT- 

*'  Far  in  a  wild,  unknown  to  public  view, 
From  yottth  to  age  a  reverend  hermit  grew» 
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The  mos«  hh  bed,  the  cave  bis  homble  cell, 
His  food  the  fruito,  bis  drink  tbe  crystal  well : 
Remote  from  men,  with  God  be  pass'd  bis  dayi , 
Pray'r  all  bis  business,  all  bis  pleasure  praise. 

**  A  life  so  sacred,  such  serene  repose, 
Seem'd  beaven  itself,  tili  one  Suggestion  rose  ; 
That  vice  sboidd  triumpb,  virtue  vice  obey, — 
This  Sprung  some  doubt  of  Providence's  sway : 
His  hopes  no  more  a  certain  prospect  boastf 
And  all  tbe  tenour  of  his  soul  was  lost : 
So  when  a  smooth  expanse  receives  imprest 
Calm  nature's  image  on  its  wat'ry  breast» 
Down  bend  tbe  banks,  tbe  trees  depending  grow. 
And  skies  beneatb  with  answering  colours  gknv : 
But  if  a  stone  the  gentle  sea  divide, 
Swift  niffling  circles  curl  on  every  s^, 
And  gliramering  fragments  of  a  brokei^  sun, 
Banks,  trees,  and  skies  in  tbick  disorder  run. 

"  To  clear  this  doubt,  to  know  tbe  world  by  sighti 
To  find  if  books,  or  swains,  report  it  right, 
(For  yet  by  swains  alone  tbe  world  be  knew, 
Wbose  feet  came  wand'ring  o'er  tbe  nightly  dew) 
He  quits  bis  cell ;  tbe  pilgrim's  staff  he  bore, 
And  fix'd  tbe  scallop  in  his  hat  before ; 
Then  with  the  sun  a  rising  joumey  went, 
Sedate  to  think,  and  watching  each  event« 


I 
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• 

**  The  inorn  ivas  wasted  ui  tke  patkless  gfA&Sf 
And  long  and  hmesome  waa  the  wild  to  pass ; 
But  when  the  sout)iern  aim  bad  warm'd  the  day, 
A  youth  caiQe  poatiiig  o'er  the  cvosi^iig  way  1 
His  raiment  deqaAti  his  complexion  fkir, 
And  soft  in  graceM  Hnglets  wav'd  hie  faair. 
Then  near  appiroaching,  Father,  bafl !  he  crkd, 
And  h^il,  my  son,  the  rer'rend  sire  rephed  ; 
Words  f<dk>w*d  words^  from  question  answer  äow'd. 
And  talk  of  varioas  kind  deceiv'd  the  road, 
Till  each  wijth  other  pleas'd,  and  loth  to  part, 
While  in  tbeif  age  they  differ,  join  in  heart. 
Tbna  stand«  an  aged  elm  inivy'  bonnd, 
Thus  yontiifol  ivy  da^  an  elm  around. 

'*  Now  sunk  the.  sun ;  die  dosing  hour  of  day, 
Game  onward»  nanded  o'er  wkh  sober  grey : 
Nature  in  sifenee  bid  the  world  repose ; 
When  near  the  road  a  stately  palace  rose ; 
There  by  the  moon  thro'  ranks  of  trees  they  pass, 
Whoseverdure  orown'd  theu  sloping  sides  with  ^s^s. 
It  chanp'd  the  noiUe  master  of  the  dorne, 
Stäl  made  his  house  the  wand'ring  stranger's  home : 
Yet  still  ihe  kindness,  from  i^  thirst  of  praise, 
Prov'd  the  vain  flourish  of  expensive  ease. 
The  pair  arHve ;  the  liv'ry'd  servants  wait ; 
Their  lord  receives  them  at  the  pompous  gate. 
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The  tMe  grbanii  with  c^^y  piles  of  food/ 
And  all  k  more  than  hoii^itably  good. 
Then  led  to  rest»  the  day's  long  toil  th^  ixiomn^ 
Deep  sunk  in  üeept  aad  silki  and  b^ps  of  down« 

''  At  leagth,  'tis  nom»  aad  a^  the  dawn  of  day» 
Along  the  wide  caiuds  the  lejphfxn  play : 
Fresh  o'er  die  gi^  partenres  the  breesea  creep. 
And  shake  the  aeighbouring  wood  to  banish  sieep. 
Up  rise  the  gaests,  jdbedient  to  the  eaU ; 
An  early  l>aiM|iiet  decVd  the  splendid  hall ; 
Rieh  Ittsciona  wine  a  goMen  goblet  grae'dy 
Which  thjß  kiad  nuuifeer  Ibrc'd  his  guests  to  taste» 
Thea  fdbas'd  and  thankfu],  firom  the  porch  they  go ; 
Andy  but  die  landlord»  none  had  eall^e  for  woe ; 
His  cij^  was  Tamrii'd ;  for  in.  seeret  ^se, 
The  yojifiger  gueat  purloin'd  the  glittering  prize. 

*'  As  oae  who  i^ies  a  SQ:peiit  in  his  way» 
Glist'ttiQg  and  baskiog  in  the  sunny  ray» 
Disorder'd  stc^s  to  shtin  tfae  danger  near» 
Then  walks  with  faintness  ^»  and  looks  with  ffear : 
So  seem'd  the  sire ;  when»  fiur  upon  the  road» 
The  shining  spoil  his  wily  partner  shew'd : 
He  stopp'd  wiih  silence,  walk'd  with  triembling  heart. 
And  much  he  wish'd,  but  durst  not  ask,  to  part ; 
Mummring  he  Ufts  his  eyes»  and  thinks  it  hard, 
That  generous  aeticms  n^eet  a  böse  reward« 
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**  While  thus  they  pass,  the  sun  bis  gl(Hry  shrouds» 
The  changing  skiea  hang  out  their  sable  clouds ; 
A  sound  kl  air  presag'd  approaehing  rain, 
And  beasto  to  covert  scud  across  the  piain. 
Wiirn^d  by  the  signs,  the  wand'ring  pair  retreat> 
To  seek  fot  shelter  at  a  neighb^ring  seat.  , 

'Twas  built  with  turrets  on  a  rising  ground» 
And  strong,  and  large,  and  unimprov'd  around } . 
Its  owner*s  temper,  tim'rous  and  severe, ' 
Unkind  and  griping,  caus'd  a  desert  theret 

*'  As  near  the  miser's  heavy  doors  they  drew, 
Fierce  rising  gasts  with  sudden  fury  blew ; 
The  nimble  ligbt*ning  mix'd  with  show'rs  began. 
And  o'er  their  heads  loud  rolling  thunders  ran« 
Here  long  they  knock,  but  knock  or  call  in  valn, 
Driv*n  by  the  wind,  and  batter'd  by  the  Kain. 
At  length  some  pity  warm'd  the  master's  breast, 
('Twas  then  bis  threshold  first  receiv'd  a  guest.) 
Slow  creaking  turns  the  door  with  jealous  care. 
And  half  he  welooines  in  the  shiV*ring  pair ; 
One  frugal  faggot  lights  the  naked  walls. 
And  nature's  fervour  thro'  their  linlbs  recalls  : 
Bread  of  the  coarsest  sort,  with  eager  *  Wine, 
(Eäch  hardly  granted)  serv'd  them  both  to  dine ; 
And  when  the  tempest  first  appear*d  to  cease, 
A  ready  warning  bade  them  part  in  peace. 

1  Soor. 
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**  With  still  remark  the  pond'ring  hermit  view'd» 
Iq  one  so  richi  « life  so  poor  and  nide : 
And  why  should  sucbi  within  himself  he  cry'd. 
Lock  the  lost  wealth  a  thousand  want  beside  ? 
But  what  new  marks  of  wonder  soon  toök  place^ 
In  every  settlmg  feature  of  hia.face ; 
When  ftom  bis  vest  the  janng  companioii  bore 
That  cup  the  generous  landlord  owh'd  b^re, 
And  paid  profusely  with  the  preckms  bowl 
The  stinted  kindness  of  the  churlish  souL 

**  But  now  the  douds  in  airy  tumult  üy ; 
The  sun  emerging  opes  an  azure  sky ; 
A  firesher  green  the  smelling  leares  display, 
Andy  glitt'ring  as  they  tremble,  cheer  the  day ; 
The  weather.tempts  them  from  the  poor  retreat. 
And  the  glad  master  bolts  the  wary  gate. 
While  hence  they  walk,  the  pilgrim's  bosom  wrought 
With  all  the  travel  of  uncertain  thou^t ; 
His  partner's  acta  without  their  cause,  appear» 
'Twas  there  a  vice  and  seem'd  a  niadnesa  here ; 
Detesting  that,  a^  pityiög  this,  he  goes. 
Lost  and  confounded  with  the  various  shows* 

**  Now  night's  dim  shades  again  involve  the  sky, 
Again  tte  wand'rers  want  a  place  to  lie ; 
Agiun  they  search,  and  find  a  lodging  nigh. 
The  soil  improy'd  around»  the  nianrion  »eat» 
And  neither  poorly  low,  nor  idly  great : 


It  seen'd  to  speftk  its  masttr^s  tmm  of  mmd. 
Content, — and  not  for  pra»|e,  bat  vartue  kind. 

"  Hither  the  walkers  turn  with  weary  feet, 
Then  bless  the  mansion,  and  the  maiter  ^preet : 
Their  gre^ting  fair,  beBtovr'd  mth  modest  guise, 
The  modest  mast^  hears,  and  thus  repliea : 

"  Witho«it  a  TUn,  witfaout  a  grndging  faeart»- 
To  him,  who  gives  us  all,  I  yieM  a  pi^rt ; 
From  him  you  ooine,  for  him  acc^t  it  faere, 
A  frank  and  sober,  more  than  costly  cheer. 
He  spoke,  and  bid  the  welcome  table  spvead, 
Then  talk'd  of  vurtae  täl  tihe  time  of  bed, 
When  the  grave  honsehold  romid  his  hall  repair,^^ 
Warn'd  by  a  bell,  and  close  the  homrs  with  pray'r. 
At  length  the  world,  renevr'd  by  cahn  repose, 
Was  strong  for  toil,  thedappled  mom  arpae ; 
Before  the  pi%rim8  part,  the  yoimger  crept 
Near  the  dosed  cradle,  where  an  in&nt  slept^ 
And  writh'd  his  neck :  the  laadlord's  litde  pride» 
O  Strange  retum !  grew  blads,  and  gasp'd,  and  died. 
Horror  of  horrors !  what !  his  only  son ! 
How  look'd  the  hermit  when  the  fact  was  doiie  ; 
Not  hdl»  tho'  hell's  bladc  jaws  in  sundar  part,. 
And  breadtie  bitte  five,  couM  more  assanltliis  heart. 

^*  Confbs^d,  and  streck  with  silenee  at  the  äeedt 
He  flies,  b«t  txeoMkig  üSk  ta  fiy  with  speetflU 
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His  Steps  the  youdi  punties ;  ihe  covntiy  lay 
Perplex'd  with  roads,  a  s^rvant  show'd  the  way : 
A  rirer  cross'd  tlie  pa& ;  the  paasage  o'er 
Was  nice  to  find;  tbetjManrant  trdd  heifitHre ; 
Long  anna  of  oak  an'open  bndge  avpplyld, 
And  deep  the  wavea  bcneath  Üie  bending  branchü 

glide* 
The  youth,  who  aeem'd  to  watch  a  time  for  sin, 
Approach'd  the  careless  guide,  and  dmiBt  him  in : 
Plunging  he  falb,  and  riaing  lifta  his  haad» 
Then  flashing  turns,  and  skdcs  amongst  the  dead« 

Wild,  sparkling  rage  inflMnes  the  fiuiier's  «yes, 
He  bursts  the  bands  of  fear,  and  madly  eries, 
Detested  wretdi— but  scarce  bis  speedi  hegaxkf 
When  the  stränge  partner  seein'd  no  foiiger  man. . 
His  youthful  face  grew  more  sereneiy  aweet ; 
His  robe  turn'd  white  and  llow'd  upo«  bis  feet ; 
Fair  rounds  of  radiant  points  inrest  his  hsit ; 
Cdesdal  odours  breathe  thro'  pur|^  mr ; 
And  wings,  whose  colours  glitter'd  on  the  day, 
Wide  at  hi^ back  i^&tc  gmdiäd plmnesdiqplay. 
The  form  etherial buratii  tiponhis  sig^t. 
And  moves  in  aU  tbe  nMJieyity  of  light* 

"  Tho'  kud  at  fim  tbe.p%rim!a  paasion  gttw^ 
Sudden  he  gaa'd,  and  ymd  ttot  t^bat  to  da ; 
Surprise  in  sed^t  cbains  hk  wtrdn  $iiä|fenda>. 
And  iki  a  oafaii  bis  aetdio^  Usii9#r  endii« 
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But  BÜence  bere  the  beauteous  angel  broke, 
(Tbe  Toice  of  mmic  nm^Aida»  he  spoke.) 

**  Thy  pray'r,  tby  pndtfe,  thy  life  to  vice  unknowj«. 
In  sweet  raemoriäl  rise  befbre  the  throne : 
These  charms  success  in  onr  bright  region  find» 
And  fbrce  an  angel  down  to  cakn  thy  mind ; 
For  this  commission'd,  I  forsook  the  sky :— • 
Nay  cease  to  kneeWihy  feilow-servant  I. 

**  Then  know  the  tnith  of  gov^nment  divine, 
And  let  these  scruples  be  no  longer  thine. 
The  Maker  justly  dums  the  world  he  made. 
In  this  the  right  of  Providence  is  laid ; 
Its  sacred  majesty  thro'  all  depends, 
On  using  »econd  means  to  work  bis  ends ; 
'Tis  thus,  withdrawn  in  Stute  from  human  ey^^ 
The  Power  exerts  bis  attrR>utes  on  high, 
Your  actions  nses,  nor  controuls  your  will, 
And  bids  the  doubting  sons  of  men  be  still« 

'*  What  Strange  events  cm  strike  with  more  sur« 
prize, 
Thaa,those*whioh  latety  stmok  thy  wond'ring  eyest 
Yet,  taught  by  these,  confess  the  Almighty  just, 
And,  where  you  can't  unriddle,  learn  to  trust ! 

**  The  great  vain  man,  who  £ur'd  cm  costly  föod, 
Whose  life  was  too  luxmrious  to  be  good ; 
Who  made  bis  iv'ry  Stands  with  goblets  shine, 
And  forc'd  bis  guests  to  morniiig  draughts  of  wine. 


Hasy'wkiL  ftl»  cap,  the  gracdeii  e«8toia  lopt) 
And  still  he  wrioonet»  bat  with  Ie«s  of  €Ogt. 

**  The  nieaii)  suspidbfui  wietch»  whoae  bolted  door 
Ne'er  raor^d  ia  pky  to  ihe  wi^'iing  poor ; 
With  him  I  feft  tiie  oap»  to  tetck  bis  mfaid 
That  heav*!!  caa  Uess«  if  mortels  wiU  be  kiod. 
Conscious  of  wmntmg  unordif  he  Tiews  ihebowl» 
And  feds  compenion  touch  his  gratefid  soul. 
Thu8  ürtistt  mdt  the  ndlen  ore  of  lead» 
Wi&  heapifig  coab  of  &ra  vpoD  bis  head ; 
In  the  Idnd  wamith  the  metalleania  to  glow. 
And  loose  from  drots  the  nlver  runs  below. 

"  Long  h^  our  pious  friend  in  yirtue  trod, 
Bnt  now  üie  ebäd  hal^eaned  Ina  haart  fioni  God ; 
(ChikL  of  bis  Bge)  for  him  be  liv'd  in  pauw 
And  m^sur'd  back  bis  ateps  to  earth  ags^a. 
. To  what  ezcesses  had  hia  dotage  nm.f 
Biit  God,  ta  save  the  fiith^t  took  tbe  aon. 
To  aU«  bat  tbee,  in  fits  be  semn'd.to  go» 
(And  'twas  my  mioistry  to  deal  tbe  blowi) 
The  poor  fond  parent»  humUed  in  the  du«W 
Now  owns  in  tears  the  puniahwent  was  |iist. 
Bat  how  had  aU  bis  IbrtiaiQsielt  a  wrack» 
Had  that  faise  servant  sped  is^  safiHy  badk ; 
Tlus  night  bis  treasur'd  bei^  he  mecmt  to  steal» 
And  what  a  fand  of  dbarity  woaU  ftil  I 
▼OL«  I.  a 
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Thu8  heav'nliMtyQCCi  dijr ttänd :  this  tml  o^ety. 
Depart-  in  peace,  reMgn  and  fin  iio  more«      ^ 

**  On  soundiÄg  pinionr  kere  the  yonth.wiüidrdw, 
The  sage  stopd  wond'rmg  aa  the  seri^li  flew.  i 
Thus  look'd  EHsha,  whea  ta  nKmnt  on  High, . 
His  Master  took  the  cfaoriot  of  die  sky ;       . 
The  fiery  p^mp  aictndihg  )^  titeview ;  ; 

The  pröpketgsaa'i^  and.wiik'd:t6fi»Uow  too. 

*^  The  betiöiig  >hennit  bcre  a  pray'r  begua, 
Lord,  as  m  H^üPir^  <m  Eiüith  «ü'hy  wiil  be  iK>firE* 
Then,  glacUy  tarnin^,  sought  kiajantient  pbice»      .. 
And  paas^d  altfe  ef  piityandrpeaoe.*'    . 


/ 


''  The  siaänbe'  apöIögA^  4>ecors,  imth  söme  sügtit 
additions  and  vsuriatioqa  foir  the  worse,  in>  Hbavell'a 
Letters;  yrho  pr^i^ses  to  have  taken-'it  :frotii  the 
speculative  Sir  Philip  Herber t*s  CoNCEPTiolns('to  his 
Son,  a  book  whkh  I  have  never  seen.  TkeseLettevs 
were  publiehed  abont  the  year  1650.  ~  It  Js.  dab 
fbund  in  the  Divtne  Dialo^ves  of  Dooeof  Heiii^ 
More,  who  lias  iBastrated  its  important  -moral  with 
the  foUowmg  fine  refleettoins '  • 

**  *  The  äffaks  of  tkis  World  «re  like  a  curious, 
but  intrieately  .conti'ived  comedy;  and  :^e  cannot 
judge  c^  'the  tendeney  of  what  is  past,  ör  acting.  at 
present,  before  the  entränce  of  tbe  last  act,  whic^ 
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thM  brmg  in  nglMeotitiiess  iii  triumph :  wbo,  tfaougfa 
she  hatü  abided  maay  a  bvunty  and  has  be^  very 
crtielly  and  despiteftilly  uBed  hitherto  in  the  world, 
yet  at  laat^  aeoording  to  our  desires,  we  shall  8ee  tbe 
knight  oYetisome  the  giaat.  For  vrhtLt  is  the  reason 
we  are  so  much  pleased  with  the  reading  romances 
and  the  fictions  of  the  poets,  but  that  here,  as 
Aristotle  says,  things  are  set  down  as  they  should 
be;  but  in  the  true  history  hitherto  of  the  world, 
things  are  recorded  indeed  as  they  are,  but  it  is  but 
a  testimony,  that  they  have  not  been  as  they  should 
be  ?  Wherefore,  in  the  upshot  of  all,  when  we  shall 
see  that  come  to  pass,  that  so  mightily  pleases  us  in 
the  reading  the  most  ingenious  plays  and  heroic 
poems,  that  long  afHicted  virtue  at  last  comes  to 
the  crown,  the  mouth  of  all  unbelievers  must  be  for 
ever  stopped.  And  for  my  own  part,  I  doubt  not 
but  that  it  will  so  come  to  pass  in  the  elose  of  the 
world.  But  impatiently  to  call  for  vengeance  upon 
every  enormity  before  that  time,  is  rudely  to  over* 
turn  the  stage  before  the  entrance  into  the  fifth  act, 
out  of  ignorance  of  the  plot  of  the  comedy ;  and 
to  prevent  the  solemnity  of  the  general  judgment 
by  more  paltry  and  particular  executions.' 

**  Parnell  seems  to  have  chiefly  foUowed  the  story 
'  as  it  is  told  by  this  Plätonic  thcologist,  who  had  not 


\tm  ittu^fiBalidn  ekui  lemuiig«  Pope  u$ed  lo  saj, 
that  it  WIM  odgkially  Etilen  ia  SpMEibb«  Thisi  do 
Hoc  beUere :  bat  firom  the  euiy  cowieetioa  between 
die  £l^[Miiitturdt  aind  Arabiant,  this  «atertioa  tends  to 
confimi  liie  stt^icion,  tluii  it  was  aa  onaiital  tale  ^ 

-^WalMOH« 


1  <'  I  ittMk  Mt  Avg«l,  tittt  it  ooewi,  as  told  in  imv  GlSTA, 
iMDOBg  a  coHeotioa  ef  JMn  ^»otogiio»,  qvoted  «bOTf » MSS.  HarI. 
463.  f^U  6.  a.  The  rabrie  is»  üe  oiijjrcfo  ^  dävmk  Heremitam  ad 
diversa  Äb^ia."— Warton. 
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